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.,Mk««4.«*«  BE  IT  REMEMBERED,  That  on  the  first  day 
of  November,  in  the  fifty-second  year  of  th^  Indepen- 
dence of  the  United  States  of  America,  A.  D.  1827 
Carey,  Lea  k  CAnKty  of  the  said  district,  hare 
deposited  in  this  office,  the  title  of  a  book,  the  right  whereof 
they  claim  as  proprietors,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

''  The  Red  Roirerr  a. Tc^.  J^  ^^anthos! •f  the  PUot,  &c. 
&c." 

"  Ye  speak  like  honest  men  ;*  pray  God  ye  prove  so!" 

In  conformity  to  the  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
entitled,  "  An  Act  for  the  encouragement  of  learning,  by  se- 
curing the  ccmies  of  maps,  charts,  and  books,  to  the  auUiors  and 
proprietors  or  such  copies,  during  the  times  therein  mention€»d." 
And  also  t9  ^M  Adt,  entitled,  **  An^ct  supplementary  to  an 
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securing  the  copies  of  maps,  charts,  and  books,  to  the  authors 
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tion^,' and  extending  the  benefits  thereof  to  the  arts  of  de- 
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TO 


W.  B.  SHUBRICK,  ESQUIRE 

U.  S.  NAVY. 

Iff  submitting  this  hastily-composed  and  im- 
perfect picture  of  a  few  scenes,  peculiar  to  the 
profession,  to  your  notice,  dear  Shubrics^  I 
trust  much  more  to  your  kind  feelings  than  to 
any  merit  in  the  execution.  Such  as  it  may 
be,  however,  the  book  is  offered  as  another 
tribute  to  the  constant  esteem  and  friendship  of 

THE  AUTHOR- 


PREFACE. 


Thb  Writer  felt  it  necessary,  on  a  former  occasion,  to  state, 
that,-  in  sketching  his  marine  life,  he  did  not  deem  himself 
obliged  to  adhere,  very  closely,  to  the  chronological  order  ol 
nautical  improvements.  It  is  believed  that  no  very  great  viola- 
tion of  dates  will  be  found  in  the  following  pages.  If  any  keen- 
eyed  critic  of  the  ocean,  however,  should  happen  to  detect  a 
rope  rove  throbgh  the  .wrong  leading-block,  or  a  term  spelt  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  destroy  its  true  sound,  he  is  admonished' of 
the  duty  of  ascribing  the  circumstances,  in  charity,  to  any  thing 
but  ignorance  on  the  part  of  a  brother.  It  must  be  remembered 
that  there  is  an  undue  proportion  of  landsmen  employed  in  the 
^  mechanical  as  well  as  the  more  spiritual  part  of  book-making ; 
a  fact  which,  in  itself,  accounts  for  the  numberless  imperfections 
that  still  embarrass  the  respective  departments  of  the  occupation. 
In  due  time,  no  doubt,  a  remedy  will  be  found  for  this  crying 
evil;  and  then  the  world  may  hope  to  see  the  several  brancheli 
of  the  trade  a  little  better  ordered.  The  true  Augustan  age  of 
literature  can  never  exist  until  works  shall  bo  as  accurate,  in 
their  typography,  as  a  ^^  log  book,"  and  as  sententious,  in  their 
matter,  as  a  ^^  watch-bill.^* . 

On  the  loss  important  point  of  the  materials,  which  are  very 
possibly  used  to  so  little  advantage  in  his  present  effort,  the 
Writer  does  not  intend  to  be  very  communicative.  If  their  truth 
be  not  apparent,  by  the  manner  in  which  he  has  set  forth  the 
events  in  the  tale  itself,  ho  must  be  content  to  lio  under  the 
imputation  of  having  disfigured  it,  by  his  own  clumsiness.  All 
testimony  must,  in  the  nature  of  things,  resolve  itself  into  three 
great  classes — the  positive,  the  negative,  and  the  circumstantial. 
The  first  and  the  last  are  universally  admitted  to  be  entitled  to 
the  most  consideration ;  since  the  third  can  only  be  resorted  to 
in  the  absence  of  the  two  others.  Of  the  positive  evidence  of 
the  verity  of  its  contehts,  the  book  itself  is  a  striking  proof.  I),  is 
hoped,  also,  that  there  is  no  want  of  circumstance  to  support 
this  desirable  character.  If  these  two  opening  points  be  admit- 
ted, those  who  may  be  still  disposed  to  cavil  are  left  to  the  full 
enjoyment  of  their  negation,  with  which  ihe  Writer  wishes  them 
just  as  much  success  as  the  question  may  rosrit. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

Par.  **  Mars  dote  on  you  for  his  novicesi" 

AWs  Well  that  ends  Wett. 

No  otie,  who  is  familiar  with  the  bustle  and  activ- 
ity of  an  American  commercial  town,  would  recog- 
nize, ift  the  repose  which  now  reigns  in  the  ancient 
mart  of  Rhode  Island,  a  place  that,  in  its  day,  has 
been  ranked  amongst  the  most  important  ports  along 
the  whole  line  of  our  extended  coast.  It  would 
seem,  at  the  first  glance,  that  nature  had  expressly 
fashioned  the  spot  to  anticipate  the  wants  and  to 
realize  the  wishes  of  the  mariner.  Enjoying  the 
four  great  requisites  of  a  safe  and  commodious  haven, 
a  placid  basin,  an  outer  harbour,  and  a  convenient 
roadstead,  with  a  clear  offing,  Newport  appeared, 
to  the  eyes  of  our  European  ancestors,  designed  to 
shelter  fleets  and  to  nurse  a  race  of  hardy  and  ex- 
pert seamen.  Though  the  latter  anticipation  has 
nrot  been  entirely  disappointed,  how  little  has  reality 
answered-  to  expectation  in  respect  to  the  former 
A  successful  rival  has  arisen,  even  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  this  seeming  favourite  of  nature,  to  defeat 
all  the  calculations  of  mercantile  sagacity,  and  to 
add  another  to  the  thousand  existing  evidences  "  that 
the  wisdom  of  ma  A  is  foolishness." 

There  are  few  towns  of  any  magnitude,  within 
our  broad  territories,  in  which  so  little  change  has 
been-effectcd  in  half  a  century  as  in  Newport  Un- 
til tba  vast  resouxce&of  the  interior  were  developed, 
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the  beautiful  island  on  which  it  stands  was  a  chosen 
retreat  of  the  affluent  planters  of  the  south,  from  the 
heats  and  diseases  of  their  -burning  climate.  Here 
thej  resorted  in  crowds,  to  breathe  the  invigorating 
breezes  of  the  sea.  Subjects  of  the  same  govem- 
mdil,  the  inhabitants  of  tlie  Carolinas  and  of  Ja- 
maica met  here,  in  amity,  to  compare  their  respective 
habits  and  policies,  and  to  strengthen  each  other  in 
a"  common  delusion,  which  the  descenjiants  of  both, 
in  the  third  generation,  are  beginning  to  perceive 
and  to  regret. 

*  The  communion  left,  on  the  simple  and  unprac- 
tised offspring  of  the  Puritans,  its  impression  both 
of  good  and  evil.  The  inhabitants  of  the.countryj 
whfle  they  derived,  from  the  intercourse,  a  portion 
of  that  bland  and  graceful  courtesy  for  which  the 
g^try  of  the  southern  British  colonies  were  so  dis- 
tinguished, did  not  fail  to  imbibe  some  of  those  pe- 
culiar notions,  concerning  the  distinctions  in  the 
races  of  men,  for  which  they  are  no  less  remarka^ 
ble.  Rhode  Island  was  the  foremost  among  the  New- 
England  provinces  to  recede  from  the  manners  and 
opinions  of  their  simple  ancestors.  The  fipst  shock 
was  given,  through  her,  to  that  rigid  and  ungracious 
deportment  which  was  once  believed  a  necessary 
concomitant  of, true  religion,  a  sort  of  outward 
pledge  of  the  healthful  condition  of  the  inward  man ; 
and  it  was  also  through  her  that  the  first  palpable 
departure  was  made  from  those  purifying  principle? 
which  might  serve  as  an  apology  for  even  far  more 
repulsive  exteriors.  By  a  singular  combination  of 
circumstances  and  qualities,  which  is,  however,  no 
less  true  than  perplexing,  the  merchants  of  Newport 
were  becoming,  at  the  same  time,  both  slave-dealers 
and  gentlemen. 

Whatever  might  have  been  the  moral  condition 
of  its  proprietors  at  the  precise  period  of  1 759,  the 
island  itself  was  never  more  enticing  and  lovely.   Its 
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l^m^iSig  cif^sis  were  stiU  crawned  wfdi  iJbt  wood  of 
qcinturies;  its  little  vales  were  then  covered  with  the 
living  verdure  of  the  north;  and  its  unpretending^ 
but  neat  and  comfortable  villas  lay  sheltered  in 
proves,  and  embedded  in^  flowers.  The  beauty  and 
fertility  of  the  place  gained  for  it  a  name  which^ 
probably,  expressed  far  more  than  was,  at  that  early 
day,  properly  understood.  The  inhabitants  of  th 
country  styled  their  possessions  tlie  "Garden  of 
America."  Neither  were  their  guests,  from  the 
scorching  plains  of  the  south,  reluctant  to  concede 
so  imposing  a  title  to  distinction.  .  The  appellation 
descended  even  to  our  own  time;  nor  was^it  entire* 
}y  abandoned,  until  the  traveller  had  the  means  of 
contemplating  the  thousand  broad  and  lovely  vallies 
which,  fifty  years  ago,  lay  buried  in  the  dense  sha- 
dows of  the  forest. 

The  date  we  have  just  named  was  a  period  fraught 
witii  the  deepest  interest  to  the  British  possessions 
on  this  Continent.  A  bloody  and  vindictive  war, 
which  had  been  commenced  in  defeat  and  disgrace, 
was  about  to  end  in  triumph.  France  was  deprived 
of  the  last  of  her  possessions  on  the  main,  while  the 
immense  region  which  lay  between  the  bay  of  Hud- 
son and  the  territories  of  Spain  submitted  to  the 
power  of  England.  The  colonists  had  shared  largely 
m  contributing  to  the  success  of  the  mother  country. 
Losses  and  contumely,  that  had  been  incurred  by 
the  besotting  prejudices  of  European  commanders 
were  beginning  to  be  forgotten  in  the  pride  of  suc- 
cess. The  blunders  of  Braddock,  the  indolence  of 
Loudon,  and  the  impotency  of  Abercrombie,  were 
repaired  by  the  vigour  of^  Amherst,  and  the  genius 
of  Wolfe.  In  every  quarter  of  the  globe  the  arms 
of  Britain' were  triumphant.  The  loyal  provincials 
were  among  the  loudest  in  their  exultations  and  re- 
joicings ;  wilfully  shutting  their  eyes  to  the  scanty 
meed  of  applause  that  a  powerful  people  ever  re- 
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tuctioitJy  besi^^^  on  itsi  depeadantavdi  tticn^  \0¥§ 
of  j^bry,  like  ayarice,  increases  bj  its  means  of  in^ 
dulgence.  ** 

The  system  of  oppression  and  misrule,  which 
hastened  a  separation  that  Sooner  or  later  must  have 
occurred,  had  not  y^t  commenced.  ITic  mother 
country,  if  not  just,  was  still  complaisant.  Like 
all  old  and  great  nations,  she  was  indulging  in  the 
pleasing,  but  dangerous,  enjoyment  of  self-contem- 
plation. The  qualities  and  services  of  a  race,  who 
were  believed  to  be  inferior,  were,  however,  soon 
forgotten ;  or,  if  remembered,  it  was  in  order  to  be 
misrepresented  and  vituperated.  As  this  feeling  in- 
creased with  the  discontent  of  thei civil  dissensions, 
it  led  to  still  more  striking  injustice,  and  greater  folly. 
Men  who,  from  tlieir  observations,  should  have 
known  better,  were  not  ashamed  to  proclaim,  even 
in  the  highest  council  of  the  nation,  Oieir  ignorance 
of  the  character  of  a  People  with  whom  they  had 
mingled  their  blood.  Self-esteem  gave  value  to  the 
opinions  of  fools.  It  was  under  this  sootUng  infatu- 
ation that  veterans  were  heard  to  disgrace  their  no^ 
ble  profession,  by  boastings  that  should  have  been 
hushed  in  the  mouth  of  a  soldier  of  the  carpet;  it 
was  under  Ibis  ni&tuation  &at  Burgoyne  gave,  in 
ifae  Commons  of  England,  that  memorable  promise 
of  marching  from  Quebec  to  Boston,  with  a  force  he 
saw  fit  to  name — a  pledge  that  he  afterwards  re- 
deemed, by  going  over  the  same  ground,  with  twice 
the  number  of  followers,  as  captives ;  and  it  was 
under  this  infatuation  that  England  subsequently 
threw  away  her  hundred  thousand  lives,  and  lavished 
her  hundred  millions  of  treasure. 

The  history  of  that  memorable  struggle  is  familiar 
to  every  American.  Content  with  tfie  knowledge 
that  his  country  triumphed,  he  is  willing  to  let  die 
glorious. result  take  its  proper  place  in  ti^  pages  of 
hiatocj..    He  seesthat  ner  empire  isst^  an  a  bcDad 
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and  natural  foundation,  which  needs  no  support  from 
venal  pens ;  and,  happily  for  his  peace  of  mind,  no 
less  than  for  his  character,  he  feels  that  the  prosper- 
ity of  the  RepubHc  is  not  to  be  sought  in  the  degra- 
dation of  surrounding  nations. 

Our  present  purpose  leads  us  back  to  the  period 
of  calm  which  preceded  the  storm  of  the  Revolu- 
tion. In  the  early  days  of  the  month  of  October 
1759,  Newport,  like  every  other  town  in  America, 
was  filled  With  the  mingled  sentiment  of  grief  and  ' 
joy.  The  inhabitants  mourned  the  fall  of  Wolfe, 
while  they  triumphed  in  his  victory.  Quebec,  the  ' 
strong-hold  of  the  Canadas,  and  the  last  place  of  any 
importance  held  by  a  people  whom  they  had  been 
educated  to  believe  were  tlieir  natural  enemies,  had 
just  changed  its  masters.  That  loyalty  to  the  Crown 
of  England,  which  endured  so  much  before  the 
strange  principle  became  extinct,  was  then  at  its 
height ;  and  probably  the  colonist  was  not  to  be  found 
who  did  not,  in  some  measure,  identify  his  own  hon- 
our with  the  fancied  glory  of  the  head  of  the  house 
orBrunswick.  The  day  on  which  the  action  of  our 
tale  commences  had  been  expressly  set  apart  to  man- 
ifest the  sympathy  of  the  good  people  of  the  town, 
and  its  vicinity,  in  the  success  of  the  royal  arms.  Il 
had  opened,  as  thousands  of  days  have  opened  since, 
with  the  ringing  of  bells  and  tlie  firing  of  cannon ; 
and  the  population  had,  at  an  early  hour,  poured  into 
the  streets  of  the  place,  with  that  determined  zeal 
in  the  cause  of  merriment,  which  ordinarily  makes 
preconcerted  joy  so  dull  an  amusement.  The  cho- 
sen orator  of  the  day  had  exhibited  his  eloquence, 
in  a  sort  of  prosaic  monody  in  praise  of  the  dead 
hero,  and  had  sufficiently  manifested  his  loyalty,  by 
laying  the  glory,  not  only  of  that  sacrifice,  but  all 
that  had  been  reaped  by  so  many  thousands  of  his 
brave  companions  also,  most  humbly  at  the  foot  of 
the  throne. 
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Content  witU  these  dempostii^tions  of  iheir  aL.^ 
ance,  the  inhabitants  began  to  retire  to  their  dwe 
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idl- 
ings, as  the  sun  settled  towards  those  iininense  re- 
gions which  then  lay  an  endless  and  unexplored  wil- 
derness, but  which  now  are  teeming  with  the  fruits 
and  enjoyments  of  civilized  life.  The  countrymen 
from  the  environs,  and  even  from  the  adjoining  main, 
were  beginning  to  turn  their  faces  towards  their  dis 
tant  homes,  with  that  frugal  care  which  still  distin- 
guishes the  inhabitants  of  the  country  even  in  the 
midst  of  their  greatest  abandonment  to  pleasures,  in 
order  that  the  approaching  evening  might  not  lead 
them  into  expenditures  which  were  not  deemed  ger- 
main  to  the  proper.feelings  of  the  occasion.  In  short, 
the  excess  of  the  hour  was  past,  and  each  individual 
was  returning  into  the  sober  channels  of  his  ordina- 
ry avocations,  with  an  earnestness  and  discretion 
which  proved  he  was  not  altogether  unmindful  of 
the  time  that  had  been  squandered  in  the  display  of 
a  spirit  that  he  already  appeared  half  disposed  to 
consider  a  little  supererogatory. 

The  sounds  of  the  hammer,  the  axe,  and  the  saw 
were  again  heard  in  the  place ;  the  windows  of  more 
than  one  shop  were  half  opened,  as  if  its  owner  had 
made  a  sort  of  compromise  between  his  interests 
and  his  conscience ;  and  the  masters  of  the  only 
three  inns  in  the  town  were  to  be  seen  standing  be- 
fore their  doors,  regarding  the  retiring  countrymen 
with  eyes  that  plainly  betrayed  they  were  seeking 
customers  among  a  people  who  were  always  much 
more  ready  to  sell  than  to  buy.  A  few  noisy  and 
thoughtless  seamen,  belonging  to  the  vessel?  in  the 
haven,  together  with  some  half  dozen  notorious  tav- 
ern-hunters, were,  however,  the  sole  fruits  of  all 
their  nods  of  recognition,  inquiries  into  the  welfare 
of  wives  and  children,  and,  in  some  instances,  of 
open  invitations  to  alight  and  drink. 

Worldly  care,  with  a  constant,  though  sometimes 
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ftii  oblique,  look  at  the  future  stat6,  fomied  the  great 
characteristic  of  all  that  people  who  then  dwelt  in 
what  were  called  the  provinces  of  NeW-England. 
The  business  of  the  day,  however,  was  not  forgot- 
ten, though  it  was  deemed  unnecessary  to  digest  its 
proceedings  in  idleness,  or  over  the  bottle.  The 
travellers  along  the  different  roads  that  led  into  the 
interior  of  the  island  formed  themselves  into  little 
knots,  in  which  the  policy  of  the  great  national  events 
they  had  just  been  commemorating,  and  the  manner 
they  had  been  treated  by  the  different  individuals 
selected  to  take  the  lead  in  the  oflSces  of  the  day,; 
were  freely  handled,  though  still  with  great  defer- 
ence to  the  established  reputations  of  the  distinguish- 
ed parties  most  concerned.  It  was  every  where  con- 
ceded, that  the  prayers,  which  had  been  in  truth  a 
little  conversational  and  historical,  were  faultless 
and  searching  exercises ;  and,  on  the  whole,  (though 
to  this  opinion  there  were  some  clients  of  an  advo- 
cate adverse  to  the  orator,  who  were  moderate  dis- 
senters) it  was  established,  that  a  more  eloquent  ora- 
tion had  never  issued  from,  the  mouth  of  man,  than 
had  that  day  been  delivered  ia  their  presence.  Pre- 
cisely in  the  same  temper  was  the  subject  discussed 
by  the  workmen  on  a  ship,  which  was  then  building 
in  the  harbour,  and  which,,  in  the  same  spirit  of  pro-, 
vincial  admiration  that  has  since  immortalized  so 
many  edifices,  bridges,  and  even  individuals,  within 
tBeir  several  precincts,  was  confidently  affirmed  to 
he  the  rarest  specimen  then  extant  of  iiie  nice  pro- 
portions of  naval  architecture! 

Of  the  orator  himself  it  may  be  necessary  to  say 
a  word,  in  order  that  so  remarkable  an  intellectual 
prodigy  should  fill  his  proper  place  in  our  frail  and 
short-lived  catalogue  of  the  worthies  of  that  day. 
He  was  the  usual  oracle  of  his  neighbourhood,  when 
Br  ccmdensatioQ  of  its  ideas  on  any  (jreat  ev^t,  likd. 


l^  THE   RED   ROVER. 

the  one  just  mentioned,  became  necessary.  {Jib- 
It^arning  was^  justly  computed,  by  comparison,  to  be 
of  tbe  most  profound  and  erudite  character;  and  it 
was  very  truly  affirmed  to  have  astonished  more  than 
One  European  scholar,  who  had  been  tempted,  by  a 
fame  which,  like  heat,  was  only  the  more  intense 
from  its  being  so  confined,  to  grapple  with  him  on 
the  arena  t)f  ancient  literature.  He  was  a  man  who 
knew  how  to  improve  these  high  gifts  to  his  exclu- 
sive advantage.  In  but  one  instance  had  he  ever 
been  thrown  enough  oflF  his  guard  to  commit  an  act 
that  had  a  tendency  to  depress  the  reputation  he  had 
gained  in  this  manner;  and  that  was,  in  permitting 
one  of  his  laboured  flights  of  eloquence  to  be  print- 
ed ;  or,  as  his  more  witty  though  less  successful  ri- 
val, the  only  other  lawyer  in  the  place,  expressed  it, 
in  suffering  one  of  his  fugitive  essays  to  be  caught. 
But  even  this  experiment,  whatever  might  have  been 
it^  effects  abroad,  served  to  confirm  his  renown  at 
home.  He  now  stood  before  his  admirers  in  all  the 
dignity  of  types ;  and  it  was  in  vain  for  that  misera- 
ble tribe  of  "  animalculae,  who  live  by  feeding  on 
the  body  of  genius,"  to  attempt  to  undermine  a  rep- 
utation that  was  embalmed  in  fhe  faith  of  so  many 
panshes.  The  brochure  was  diligently  scattered 
through  the  provinces,  lauded  around  the  tea-pot, 
openly  extolled  in  the  prints — ^by  some  kindred 
spirit,  as  was  manifest  in  the  striking  similarity  of 
style — and  by  one  behever,  more  zealous  or  perhap's 
more  interested  than  the  rest,  actually  put  on  board 
the  next  ship  which  sailed  for  "  home,"  as  England 
was  then  affectionately  termed,  enclosed  in  an  en- 
velope whipjvbore  an  address  no  less  imposing  than 
the  Majesty  of  Britian.  Its  effect  on  the  straight- 
going  mind  of  the  dogmatic  German,  who  then  fill- 
ed the  throne  of  the  Conqueror,  was  never  known, 
though  tliey,  who  were  in  ihe  secret  of  the  trans- 


iniisslQn,  hmg  laoke^i  in  vain,  for  tlie  fiigp^I  reward 
that  was  to  ^Jilow  so  strii^ing  an  qxhibitioQ  of  humun 
intejlect 

Notwitlistan4ii^  these  high  and  beneficent  gifts, 
their  possessor  was  now  as  unconsciously  engaged  in 
that  portion  of  his  professional  labours  which  bore 
the  strongest  resemblance  to  the  occupation  of  a  scriv* 
ener,  as  though  nature,  in  bestowing  such  rare  en- 
dowments, had  denied  him  the  phrenological  quality 
of  sel^-esteenx.  A  critical  observer  might,  however, 
have  seen,  or  fancied  that  he  saw,  in  t£c  forced  hu« 
mility  of  his  countenance,  certain  gleamings  of  a  tri* 
umph  that  should  not  properly  be  traced  to  the  fall 
of  Quebec.  The  habit  of  appearing  meek  had, 
however,  united  with  a  frugal  regard  for  thepreciouA 
and  irreclaimable  minutes,  in  producing  this  extra- 
ordinary diligence  in  a  pursuit  of  a  character  that  wa« 
so  humble,  when  compared  with  hi»  recent  mental 
efforts.  ^ 

Leaving  this  gifted  favourite  of  fortune  and  nature, 
we  shall  pass  to  an  entirely  different  individual,  and 
to  another  quarter  of  the  place.  The  spot,  to  which 
we  wish  now  to  transport  the  reader,  was  neither 
more  nor  less  than  the  shop  of  a  tailor,  who  did  not 
disdain  to  perform  the  most  minute  oflices  of  his  vo- 
cation, in  his  oWn  heedful  person.  The  humble  edi- 
fice j^tdod  at  no  great  distance  from  the  water,  in  the 
skirts  of  the  town,  and  in  such  a  situation  as  to  en- 
able its  occupant  to  look  out  upon  th^  loveliness  of 
the  inner  basin,  and,  through  a  vista  cut  by  the 
element  between  islands,  even  upon  the  lake-like 
scenery  of  the  outer  harbour.  A  small,  though  little 
frequented  wharf  lay  before  his  door,  while  a  certain 
air  of  negligence,  and  the  absence  of  bustle,  suffi- 
ciently manifested  that  the  place  itself  was  not  the 
ii;nmediate  site  of  the  much-boasted  commercial 
prosperity  of  the  port. 

The  afb^mpon  was  like  a  morning  in  spring,  iho 
VoL.L       •  B 


breeze  which  occasionally  rippled  the  ba^in  possess 
ing  that  peculiarly  bland  influence  which  is  so  often 
felt  in  the  American  autumn ;  and  the  worthy  me- 
chanic laboured  at  his  calling,  seated  on  his  shop- 
board,  at  an  open  window,  far  better  satisfied  with 
himself  than  many  of  those  whose  fortune  it  is  to  be 
placed  in  state,  beneath  canopies  of  velvet  and  gold. 
On  die  outer  side  of  the  little  building,  a  tall,  awk 
Ward,  but  vigorous  and  well-fonhed  countryman  was 
lounging,  with  one  shoulder  placed  against  the  side 
of  the  shop,  as  if  his  legs  found  the  task  of  support- 
ing his  heavy  frame  too  grievous  to  be  endured  with- 
out assistance,  seemingly  in  waiting  for  the  comple- 
tion of  the  garment  at  which  the  other  toiled,  and 
with  wliich  he  intended  to  adorn  the  graces  of  his 
person,  hi  an  adjoining  parish,  on  the  succeeding 
sabbath. 

In  order  to  render  the  minutes  shorter,  and,  possi- 
bly, in  indulgence  to  a  powerful  propensity  to  talk, 
of  which  he  who  wielded  the  needle  was  somewhat 
the  subject,  but  few  of  the  passing  moments  w^e 
suffered  to  escape  \vithout  a  word  from  one  or  the 
other  of  the  parties.  As  the  subject  of  their  dis- 
course had  a  direct  reference  to  the  principal  matter 
of  our  tale,  we  shall  take  leave  to  give  such  portions 
of  it  to  the  reader  as  we  deem  most  relevant  to  a 
clear  exposition  of  that  which  is  to  follow.  The 
latter  will  always  bear  in  mind,  that  he  who  worked 
was  a  man  drawing  into  the  wane  of  life ;  that  he 
bore. about  him  the  appearance  of  one  who,  either 
from  incompetency  or  from  some  fatality  of  fortune, 
had  been  doomed  to  struggle  through  the  world,, 
keeping  poverty  from  his  residence  only  by  the  aid 
of  great  industry  and  rigid  frugality ;  and  that  the 
idler  was  a  youth  of  an  age  and  condition  that  the 
acquisition  of  an  entire  set  of  habiliments  formed  to 
him  a  sort  of  era  in  his  adventures. 

**  Yes,"  exclaimed  the  indefatigable  sharer  of 
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eIo&9  with  a  species  of  sigh  which  might  have  been 
equally  construed  into  an  evidence  of  the  fulness  of 
his  mental  enjoyment,  or  of  the  excess  of  his  bodily 
labours ;  "yes,  smarter  sayings  have  seldom  fallen 
fht>m  the  lips  of  man,  than  such  as  the  squire  pourM 
dut  fliis  very  day.  When  he  spoke  of  the  plains  of 
father  Abraham,  and  of  the  smoke  and  thunder  of 
the  battle.  Pardon,  it  stirred  up  such  stomachy  feel-  ^ 
ings  in  my  bosom,  that  I  verily  believe  I  could  have 
had  the  heart  to  throw  aside  the  thimble,  and  go 
forth  myself,  to  seek  glory  in  battling  in  the  cause  of 
AeKing." 

The  youth,  whose  Christian  or  *  given'  name,  as  it 
is  even  now  generally  termed  in  New-England,  had 
been  intended,  by  his  pious  sponsors,  humbly  to  ex- 

Eress  his  future  hopes,  turned  his  head  towards  the 
eroic  tailor,  with  an  expression  of  drollery  about 
the  eye,  that  proved  nature  had  not  been  niggardly 
hi  the  gift  of  humour,  however  the  quality  was  sup- 
pressed by  the  restraints  of  a  very  peculiar  manner,  . 
and  no  less  peculiar  education. 

**  There's  an  opening  now,  neighbour  Homespun, 
for  an  ambitious  man,"  he  said,  **sin^  his  Majesty  has 
lost  his  stoutest  general." 

"  Yes,  yes,"  returned  the  individual  who,  either 
in  his  youth  or  in  his  age,  had  made  so  capital  a 
blunder  in  the  choice  of  a  profession,  **a  jRine  and 
promising  chance  it  is  for  one  who  counts  but  five- 
atid-twe.nty ;  most  of  my  day  has  gone  by,  and  I 
must  spend  the  rest  of  it  here,  where  you  see  me, 
between  buckram  and  osnaburghs — who  put  the  dye 
into  your  cloth,  Pardy  ?  it  is  the  best  laid-in  bark 
l^'ve  fingered  this  fall." 

"  Let  the  old  woman  alone  for  giving  the  lasting 
colour  to  her  web;  111  engage,  neighbour  Home- 
spun, provided  you  furnish  the  proper  fit,  there'll 
not  be  a  better  dress'd  lad  on  the  island  than  my  own 
oMbArV  son  I    But,  tin'  f6ii  ca&n^  Jb«  a  gintrH 
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good-man,  youHl  have  the  comfort  of  kfiowiti^ 
thereUl  be  no  more  fighting  without  you.  Every, 
body  agrees  the  French  wpn't  hold  out  much  longer, 
^nd  then  we  must  have  a  peac^  for  want  of  enemies.^* 

^^  So  best,  «a  best,  boy ;  lor  one,  who  has  seen  9<i 
much  of  the  horrors  of  war  as  I,  knows  how  to  pui 
a  rati<»nal  value  on  the  blessings  of  tranquillity !" 

"  Then  you  ar'n't  altogether  unaci(|uainted,  goo^- 
man,  with  the  new  trade  you  thought  of  setting,  up  ?" 

"I!  I  have  been  through  five  long  and  bk)ody 
wars,  and  I've  reason  to  thank  God  that  I've  gone 
through  them  all  without  a  scratch  so  big  as  thi^ 
needle  would  make^  Five  long  and  bl9odyy  ay,  and 
I  may  say .  gkwrious  wsirs^  have  I  liy'i  through  ia 
safety !" 

"  A  perilous  time  it  rnust  have  been  for  you,  neigh- 
bour. But  I  don't  remea^ber  to  have  heard  of  more 
than  two  quarrels  with  the  Frenchmen  in  my  day,** 

"  You  are  but  a  boy,  compared  to  one  who  hast 
Seen  the  end  of  his  third  score  of  years.  Here  ift 
this  war  that  is  now  sa  lifeely  to  be  soon  ended — - 
Heaven,  which  roles  ^11  things  in  wisdom,  be  praised 
for  the  same !  Then  there  was  tfie  business  of  '45, 
when  the  bold  Warren  sailed  up  and  down  our 
coasts ;  a  scoui^e  to  hia  Majesty's  enemies,  and  a 
safeguard  to  all  the  loyal  suliyects^  Then,  there  was 
a  business  in  Garmany,  concerning  which  we  had 
awful  accounts  of  battles  fou't,  in  wUch  men  wer« 
flowed  down  like  grass  falling  before  the  scythe  of  a 
strong  arm.  That  makes  thi^ee.  The  £>urth  wa«9 
the  rebellion  of  '15,  of  which  I  pretend  not  to  h^ye 
seen  much,  being  but  a  youth  at  the  tiaae  5  and  the  *^ 
fifth  was  a  dreadful  rumour,  that  was  spread  through 
the  provinces,  of  a  genera^l  rising  among  the  blacks 
and  Indians,  which  was  to  sweep  all  us  Christians 
into  eternity  at  a  miaute^^  warning !" 

"  Well,  I  had  always  reckoned  you  for  a  home- 
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fbe  BidmiriBg  countryman ;  «^  nor  did  I  ever  dreaiti 
lliat  you  had  seen  such  seiious  movings.'* 

*'  I  have  not  boasted,  Pardon,  or  I  might  have  ad- 
ded other  heavy  matters  to  the  -Hst  There  was  a 
great  struggle  in  the  East,  no  longer  than  the  year 
'32,  for  the  Persian  throne.  You  have  read  of  the 
laws  of  the  Medes  and  the  Persians :  Well,  for  the  very 
throne  that  gave  forth  those  unalterable  laws  was 
there  a  frightful  struggle,  in  which  blood  ran  like 
water ;  but,  as  it  was  not  in  Christendom,  I  do  not 
account  it  among  my  own  experiences;  though  ] 
might  have  spoken  of  the  Porteous  mob  with  great 
reason,  as  it  took  place  in  another  portion  of  the 
very  kingdom  in  which  I  lived." 

"  You  must  have  journeyed  much,  and  been  stir- 
ring late  and  early,  good-man,  to  have  seen  all  these 
things,  and  to  l|ftye  got  no  harm.'" 

*'  Yes,  yes,  Vvk  been  something  of  a  traveller  too, 
xPardy.  Twice  have  I  been  over  land  to  Boston, 
and  once  have  I  salted  through  the  Great  Sound  of 
Long  Island,  down  to  the  town  of  Yprk.  It  is  an 
awful  undertaking  the  lattcyj,  as  it  respects  the  dis- 
tance, and  more  especially  because  it  is  needful  to 
pass  a  place  that  is  likened^  by  its  name,  to  the  en- 
trance of  Tophet,"  ^ 

"  I  have  often  heard  tfie  spot  calPd  *  Hell  Gate' 
spoken  of,  and  I  may  say,  too,  that  I  know  a  man 
zoell  who  has  been* through  it  twice ;  once  in  goingto 
York,  and  once  in  coming  homeward. '' 

*'  He  had  enough  of  it,  as  Til  engage !  Did  he  tell 
you  of  the  pot  which  tosses  and  roars  as  if  the  big- 
gest of  Beelzebub's  fires  was  burning  beneath,  and 
of  the  hog's-back  over  which  the  water  pitches,  as 
it  may  tumble  over  the  Great  Falls  of  the  West  I 
Owing  to  reasonable  skill  in  our  seamen,  and  un- 
common resolution  in  the  passengers,  we  happily 
made  a  good  time  of  it,  through  ourselves ;  though, 
( care  not  who  Joiows  it,  I  will  own  it  i&^  severe  tmk 
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te  ^  <H>tifage  to  enter  Urnt  fl^me  dneodM  l^mit 
VVe  cast  out  our  anchors  at  certain  islands,  whkh 
lie  a  few  furlongs  this  side  the  place,  and  sent  the 
pinnace,  with  the  captain  and  two  stout  seamen,  to 
reconnoitre  the  spot,  in  order  to  see  if  it  were  in  a 
peaceful  state  or  not.  The  report  being  favourable, 
the  passengers  were  landed,  and  the  vessel  was  got 
through,  by  the  blessing  of  Heaven,  in  safety.  We 
had  all  reason  to  rejoice  that  the  prayers  of  the  con- 
gregation were  asked  before  we  departed  from  the 
peace  and  security  of  our  homes !" 

"  You  journeyed  round  the  'Qate'  on  foot?" — de- 
manded the  attentive  boor. 

^^  Certain  !  It  would  have  been  a  sinful  and  a  blas- 
phemous tempting  of  Providence  to  have  done  other- 
wise, seeing  that  our  duty  called  us  to  no  such  sa- 
crifice. But  all  that  danger  is  gone  by,  and  so  I  trust 
will  that  of  this  bloody  war,  in  which  we  have  both 
been  actors ;  and  then  I  humbly  hope  his  sacred 
Majesty  will  have  leisure  to  turn  his  royal  mind  to 
the  pirates  who  infest  the  coast,  and  to  order  some 
of  his  stout  naval  captains  to  mete  out  to  the  rogues 
the  treatment  they  are  so  fond  of  giving  unto  others. 
It  would  be  a  joyful  sight  to  my  old  eyes  to  see  the 
famous  and  long-hunted  Red  Rover  brought  into  this 
very  port,  towing  at  the  poop  of  a  Kins^s  cruiser." 

"  And  is  it  a  desperate  villain,  he  of  whom  you 
now  make  mention  ?" 

"  He !  There  are  many  he's  in  that  one  lawless 
ship,  and  bloody-minded  and  nefarious  fhieves  are 
they,  to  the  smallest  boy.  It  is  heart-searching  and 
grievous,  Pardy,  to  hear  of  their  evil-doings  on  the 
high  seas  of  the  King !" 

"  I  have  often  heard  mention  made  of  the  Rover," 
returned  the  countryman ;  "  but  never  to  enter  into 
any  of  the  intricate  particulars  of  his  knavery." 

"  How  should  you,  boy,  who  live  up  in  the  country, 
b^w  s^owk  dS.  W^t  i»  pd^aing  asBLih&  great  deop 
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n»  w^vAtoAwtll  ID  a  p^t  ttist  !§  so  flmch- renrted 
to  by  marinerB !  I  am  feaifiitt  jou^U  be  making  it 
late  home,  Pardon,"  he  added,  glancing  his  eye  at 
certain  lines  drawn  on  his  shop-board,  by  the  aid  of 
which  he  was  enabled  to  note  the.progress  of  the 
setting  sun.  "  It  is  drawing  towards  the  hour  of  five, 
and  you  have  twice  that  number  of  miles  to  go,  be- 
fore you  can,  by  any  manner  of  means,  reach  the 
nearest  boundary  of  your  father's  farm." 

"  The  road  is  plain,  and  the  people  honest,"  re- 
turned the  countryman,  who  cared  not  if  it  were 
midnight,  provided  he  could  ,be  the  bearer  of  tidings 
of  some  dreadful  sea  robbery  to  the  ears  of  those 
whom  he  well  kuew  would  throng  around  him,  at 
his  return,  to  hear  the  tidings  from  the  port.  "And 
is  he,  in  truth,  so  much  feared  and  sought  for,  as 
people  say  ?" 

"  Is  he  sought  for !  Is  Tophet  sought  by  a  praying 
Christian  ?  Few  there  are  on  the  mighty  deep,  let 
them  even  be  as  stout  for  battle  as  was  Joshua  the 
great  Jewish  captain,  that  would  not  rather  behold 
the  land  than  see  the  top-gallants  of  that  wicked 
pirate  !  Men  fight  for  glory.  Pardon,  as  I  may  say  I 
have  seen,  after  living  through  so  many  wars,  but 
none  love  to  meet  an  enemy  who  hoists  a  bloody  flag 
at  the  first  blow,  and  who  is  ready  to  cast  both  par- 
ties into  the  air,  when  he  finds  the  hand  of  Satan  has 
no  longer  power  to  help  him." 

"  If  the  rogue  is  so  desperate,"  returned  the  youth 
straightening  his  powerful  limbs,  with  a  look  of  rising 
pride,  "  why  do  not  the  Island  and  the  Plantations 
fit  out  a  coaster  in  order  to  bring  him  in,  that  he 
might  get  a  sight  of  a  wholesome  gibbet  ?  Let  the 
drum  beat  on  such  a  message  through  our  neighbour- 
hood, and  I'll  engage  that  it  don't  leave  it  without 
one  volunteer  at  least" 

"  So  much  for  nol:  having  seen  war!  Of  what  use 
^^wtoold  fiaik  and  pitcb^oirks  proK^agair^  xaaa  who 
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haye  sold  themselves  to  the  devil?  Ofheti  has  Uie 
Rover  been  seen  at  nighty  or  just  as  the  sun  has  be€« 
going  down,  by  the  King's  cruisers,  who,  having 
fairly  surrounded  the  thieves,  had  good  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  they  had  them  already  in  the  bilboes ;  but, 
when  the  morning  has  come,  the  prize  was  vanished, 
by  fair  means  or  by  foul  1" 

"  And'  are  the  villains  so  bloody-minded  that  they 
are  called 'Red?'" 

"  Such  is  the  title  of  their  leader,"  returned  the 
worthy  tailor,  who  by  this  time  was  swelling  with 
the  importance  of  possessing  so  interesting  a  legend 
to  communicate ;  "  and  such  is  also  the  name  they 
give  to  his  vessel ;  because  no  man,  who  has  put 
foot  on  board  her,  has  ever  cdme  back  to  say  that 
she  has  a  better  or  a  worse ;  that  is,  no  honest  mari- 
ner or  lucky  voyager.  The  ship  is  of  the  size  of  a 
King's  sloop,  they  say,  and  of  like  equipments  and 
form;  but  she  has  miraculously  escaped  from  the 
hands  of  many  a  gallant  frigate ;  and  once,  it  is  whis- 
pered, for  no  loyal  subject  would  like  to  say  such  a 
scandalous  thing  openly.  Pardon,  that  she  lay  under 
the  guns  of  a  fifty  for  an  hour,  and  seemingly,  to  all 
eyes,  she  sunk  like  hammered  lead  to  the  bottom. 
But,  just  as  every  body  was  shaking  hands,  and  wish- 
ing his  neighbour  joy  at  so  happy  a  punishment  com- 
ing over  the  knaves,  a  West-Indiaman  came  into 
port,  that  had  been  robbed  by  the  Rover  on  the 
morning  after  the  night  in  which  it  was  thought  they 
had  all  gone  into  eternity  together.  And  what  makes 
the  matter  worse,  boy,  while  the  King's  ship  was 
careening  with  her  keel  out,  to  stop  the  holes  of  can- 
non balls,  the  pirate  was  sailing  up  and  down  the 
coast,  as  sound  as  the  day  that  the  wrights  first  turn- 
ed her  from  their  hands  !" 

'•  Well,  this  is  unheard  of!"  returned  the  countrv- 
man,  on  whom  the  tale  was  beginning  to  make  a 
sensible  impressioa:  ^  Is  sh^  a  weU-turned  and  come 
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Ijsliip  to  the  eye  ?  or  is  it  by  afty  means  certain  that 
she  is  an  actual  living  vessel  at  all  V^ 

"  Opinions  differ.  Some  say,  yes ;  some  say^  no. 
But  I  am  well  acquainted  with  a  man  who  travelled 
a  week  in  conmany  with  a  manner,  who  passed  with- 
in a  hundred  feet  of  her,  in  a  gale  of  wind.  Lucky 
^it  was  for  them,  that  the  hand  of  the  Lord  was  felt 
so  powerfully  on  the  deep,  and  that  the  Rover  had. 
enough  to  do  to  keep  his  own  ship  from  foundering. 
The  acquaintance  of  my  friend  had  a  good  view  of 
both  vessel  and  captain,  therefore,  in  perfect  safety. 
He  said,  that  the  pirate  was  a  man  may-be  half  as 
big  again  as  the  tall  preacher  over  on  the  main,  with 
hair  of  the  colour  of  the  sun  in  a  fog,  and  eyes  that 
no  man  would  like  to  look  upon  a  second  time.  He 
saw  him  as  plainly  as  I  see  you ;  for  the  knave  stood 
m  the  rigging  of  his  ship,  beckoning,  with  a  hand  as 
big  as  a  coat-^ap,  for  the  honest  trader  to  keep  off, 
in  order  that  the  two  vessels  might  not  do  one  an- 
other damage  by  coming  foul." 

"  He  was  a  bold  mariner,  that  trader,  to  go  so  nigh 
»uch  a  merciless  rogue.'' 

"  I  warrant  yon,  PardcMi,  it  was  fesperately  against 
his  will !  But  it  was  on  a  night  so  dark — " 

•*  Dark !"  interrupted  the  other ;  by  what  contri- 
vance then  did  he  manage  to  see  so  well  ?'' 

"  No  man  can  say !"  answered  the  tailor,  "but  see 
be  did,  just  in  the  manner,  and  the  very  things  I  have 
samed  to  you.  More  than  that,  he  took  good  note 
of  the  vessel,  that  he  might  know  her,  if  chance,  or 
Providence,  shouM  ever  happen  to  throve  her  again 
mto  his  way.  She  was  a  long,  black  ship,  lying  low 
in  the  water^  like  a  snake  in  the  grass,  with  a  des- 
perate wicked  look,  and  ahc^ether  of  dishonest  di- 
mensions. Th«i,  every  body  says  that  she  appears 
to  sail  faster  than  the  clouds  above,  seeming  to  care 
littb  wbicb  ^^  tfad  wind  blows,  add  that  no  one  i» 
ft  pX^  stfiir  &Q»  inr  «ge|&  titt&  hm  ^^Mrf.    Ag» 
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cording  to  all  that  1  have  heard,  she  is  something 
such  a  craft  as  yonder  slaver,  that  has  been  lying  the 
weejj:  past,  the  Lord  knovirs  why,  in  our  outer  har- 
bour." 

As  the  gossipping  tailor  had  necessarily  lost  many 
precious  moments,  in  relating  the  preceding  history 
he  now  set  about  redeeming  them  with  the  utmost, 
diligence,  keeping  time  to  the  rapid  movement  of  his 
needle-hand,  by  corresponding  jerks  of  his  head  and 
shoulders.  In  the  meanwhile,  the  bumpkin,  whose 
wondering  mind  was  by  this  time  charged  nearly  to 
bursting  with  what  he  had  heard,  turned  his  look 
towards  the  vessel  the  other  had  pointed  out,  in 
order  to  get  the  only  image  that  was  now  required, 
to  enable  him  to  do  fitting  credit  to  so  moving  a  tale^ 
suitably  engraved  on  his  imagination.  There  was 
necessarily  a  pause,  while  the  respective  parties 
were  thus  severally  occupied.  It  was  suddenly 
broken  by  the  tailor,  who  clipped  the  thread  with 
which  he  had  just  finished  the  garment,  cast  every 
thing  from  his  hands,  threw  his  spectacles  upon  his 
forehead,  and,  leaning  his  arms  on  his  kness  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  forni  a  perfect  labyrinth  with 
the  limbs,  he  stretched  his  body  forward  so  far  as  to 
lean  out  of  the  window,  riveting  his  eyes  also  on  the 
ship,  which  still  attracted  the  gaze  of  his  companion. 

"  Do  you  know,  Patdy,"  he  said,  "  that  strange 
thoughts  and  cruel  misgivings  have  cwne  over  me 
concerning  that  very  vessel?  They  say  she  is  a 
slaver  come  in  for  wood  and  water,  and  there  she 
has  been  a  week,  and  not  a  stick  bi^er  than  an  oar 
has  gone  up  her  side,  and  I'll  engage  ^that  ten  drops 
from  Jamaica  have  gone  on  board  her,  to  one  from 
the  spring.  Then  you  may  see  she  is  anchored  in 
such  a  way  that  but  one  of  the  guns  from  the  bat- 
tery can  touch  her ;  whereas,  had  she  been  a  real 
timid  trader,  she  would  naturally  hare  got  into  a 


into  the  port,  he  would  have  found  her  in  the  very 
hottest  of  the  fire." 

"  You  have  an  Ingenious  turn  with  you,  good- 
man,"  returned  the  wondering  countryman ;  "  now, 
a  ship  might  have  lain  on  the  hattery  island  itself, 
and  J  would  have  hardly  noticed  the  thing." 

"  'Tis  use  and  experience,  Pardon,  that  makes 
men  of  us  all.  I  should  know  something  of  batteries,  * 
having  seen  so  many  wars,  and  I  served  a  campaign 
of  a  week,  in  that  very  fort,  wheii  the  rumour  came 
that  the  French  were  sending  cruisers  from  Louis- 
burg  down  the  coast.  For  that  matter,  my  duty  was 
to  stand  sentinel  over  that  very  cannon ;  and,  if  I 
have  done  the  thin^  once,  I  have  twenty  times  • 
scuinted  along-  the  piece,  to  see  in  what  quarter  it 
would  send  its  shot,  provided  such  a  calamity  should 
arrive  as  that  it  might  become  necessary  to  fire  it, 
loaded  with  real  warlike  balls." 

"  And  who  are  these  ?"  demanded  Pardon,  with' 
that  species  of  sluggish  curiosity  which  had  been 
awakened  by  the  wonders  related  by  the  other: 
"  Are  these  mariners  of  the  slaver,  or  are  they  idle 
Newporters  ?" 

"  Them !"  exclaimed  the  tailor  ;  "  sure  enough, 
they  are  new-comers,  and  it  may  be  well  to  have  a 
closer  look  at  them  in  these  troublesome  times !  Here, 
Nab,  take  the  garment,  and  press  down  the  seams, 
you  idle  hussy ;  for  neighbour  Hopkins  is  straitened 
for  time,  while  your  tongue^  is  going  like  a  young 
lawyer's  in  a  justice  court.  Don't  be  sparing  of  your 
elbow,  girl ;  fi)r  it's  no  India  muslin  that  you'll  have 
under  the  iron,  but  cloth  that  would  do  to  side  a 
house  with.  Ah  !  your  mother's  loom,  Pardy,  robs 
the  seamster  of  many  an  honest  job." 

Having  thus  transferred  the  remainder  of  the  job 
from  his  own  hands  to  those  of  an  awkward,  pouting 
girl,  who  was  compelled  to  abandon  her  gossip  with 
a  neighbou  to  obey  his  injunctions,  he 
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quickly  remored  his  own  person,  n<>twilhstanding 
a  miserable  limp  with  which  he  had  corae  into  the 
world,  from  the  shop-board  to  the  open  air.  As 
i?fK)re  important  characters  are,  however,  about  to  be 
introduced  to  the  reader,  we  shall  defer  the  ceremo* 
ny  to  the  opening  of  anoither  diapter. 


CHAPTER  n. 

SirTobt.    **C:«:e]Uxit!  IsmeU«cl?TiM.** 

Twelfth  JVtg-At 

The  strangers  were  three  in  number ;  for  stran- 
gers the  eood-man  Homespun,  who  "knew  not  oi^y 
the  names  but  most  of  the  private  history  of  every 
man  and  woman  within  ten  miles  of  his  own  resi- 
dence, immediately  proclaimed  them  to  be,  in  a 
whisper  to  his  companion ;  and  strangers,  too,  of  a 
mysterious  and  threatening  aspect.  In  order  that 
others  may  have  an  opportunity  of  judging  of  tlie 
probability  of  the  latter  conjecture,  it  becomes  ne* 
cessary  that  a  more  minute  account  should  be  given 
of  the  respective  appearances  of  these  individuals, 
who,  unhappily  for  their  reputations,  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  be  unknown  to  the  gossipping  tailor  of 
Newport. 

The,  one,  by  far  the  most  imposing  in  his  general 
mien,  was  a  youth  who  had  apparently  seen  some 
six  or  seven-and-twenty  seasons.  That  those  sea- 
sons had  not  been  entirely  made  of  sunny  days,  and 
nights  of  repose,  was  betrayed  by  the  tinges  of  brown 
which  had  Tbeen  laid  on  his  features,  layer  after  lay^ 
er,  in  such  constant  succession,  as  to  have  changed, 
to  a  deep  olive,  a  complexion  which  had  once  been 
fair,  and  through  which  the  rich  blood  was  still  man- 
iling  with  the  finest  glow  of  vigorous  health.  His 
features  were,  rather  noble  and  manly,  than  distin- 
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guished  for  their  exactness  and  symmetry ;  his  no^> 
being  far  more  bold  and  prominent  than  regular  in 
its  form,  with  bip- brows  projecting,  and  sufficiently 
marked  to  give  to  the  whole  of  the  superior  ftarts  of ^ 
his  face  that  decided  intellectual  expression  which^ 
is  already  becoming  so  common  to  American  physi- 
ognpmy.  The  mouth  was.  firm  and  manly;  and, 
while  he  muttered  to  himself,  with  a  meaning  smile, 
as  the  curious  tailor  drew  slowly  nigher,it  discovered 
a  pet  of  glittering  teeth,  that  shone  tiie  brighter  from 
being  ca^ed  in  so  dark  a  setting.  The  hair  wa&  a  jet 
black,  in  thick  and  confused  ringlets ;  the  eyes  were 
very  little  larger  than  common,  gray,  anfl,  though: 
evidently  of  a  changing  expression,  rather  leaning  to 
mildness  than  severity.  The  form  of  this  young  man 
was  of  thqtt  happy  size  which  so  singularlj^  unites 
activity  with  strength.  It  seemed  to  be  well  knit, 
while  it  was  justly  proportioned,  and  strikingly 
graceful.  Though  these  several  personal  qualifica^: 
tions  were  exhibited  under  the  disadvantages  of  the 
perfectly  simple,  though  neat  and  rather  taistefujly 
disposed,  attire  of  a  common  mariner,  they  were 
sufficiently  imposing  to  cause  the  suspicious  dealer 
in  buckram  to  hesitate  before  he  would  venture  to 
address  the  stranger,  whose  eye  appeared  riveted^i 
by  a  species  of  fascination,  on  the  reputed  slaver  in- 
the  outer  harbour.  A  curl  of  the  upper  lip,  and  an- 
other strange  smile,  in  which  scorn  was  mingled 
with  his  mutterings,  decided  the  vacillating  mind  of 
the  good-man.  Without  venturing  to  disturb  a  rev-^ 
erie  that  seemed  so  profound,  he  left' the  youth  lean- 
ing against  the  head  oC  the  pile  where  he  had  long 
been  standing,  perfectly  unconscious  of  the  presence 
of  any  intruder,  and  turned  aJittle  hastily  to  exam- 
ine the  rest  of  the  party. 

One  of  the  remaining  two  was  a  white  man,  and 
the  other  a  negro.  Both  had  passed  the  middle  age  , 

vnd  both,  in  their  appearances,  furnishec  the  strong- 
Voi.  I.  (' 
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est  proofs  of  long  exposure  to  the  severity/)f  climate, 
and  to  numberless  tempests.  They  were  dressed  in 
the  plain,  weather-soiled,  and  tarred  habiliments  of 
common  seamen,  and  bore*  about  their  several  per- 
sons all  the  other  unerring  evidences  of  their  pecu- 
liar profession.  The  former  was  of  a  short,  thick- 
set, poweiiul  frame,  in  which,  by  a  happy  ordering 
of  nature,  a  httle  confirmed  perhaps  by  long  habit, 
the  strength  was  principally  seated  about  the  broad 
and  brawny  shoulders,  and  strong  sinewy  arms,  as  if, 
in  the  construction  of  the  man,  the  inferior  members 
had  been  considered  of  little  other  use  than  to  trans- 
fer the  superior  to  the  different  situations  in  which 
the  former  were  to  display  their  energies.  His  head 
was  in  proportion  to  the  more  immediate  members; 
the  forehead  low,  and  nearly  covered  with  hair ;  the 
eyes  small,  obstinate,  sometimes  fierce,  and  often 
dull ;  the  nose  snub,  coarse,  and  vulgar ;  the  mouth 
large  and  voracious ;  the  teeth  short,  clean,  and  per- 
fectly sound ;  and  the  chin  broad,  manly,  and  even 
expressive.  This  singularly  constructed  personage 
had  taken  his  seat  on  an  empty  barrel,  and,  with 
folded  arms,  he  sat  examining  the  .often-mentioned 
slaver,  occasionally  favouring  his  companion,  the 
black,  with  such  remarks  as  were  su^ested  by  his 
observation  and  great  experience. 

The  negro  occupied  a  more  humble  post;  one 
better  suited  to  his  subdued  habits  and  inclinations. 
In  stature,  and  the  peculiar  division  of  animal  force, 
there  was  a  great  resemblance  between  the  two,  with 
the  exception  that  the  latter  enjoyed  the  advantage 
in  height,  and  even  in  proportions.  While  nature 
had  stamped  on  his  lineaments  those  distinguishing 
marks,  which  characterize  the  race  from  which  he 
splomg,  she  had  not  done  it  to  that  revolting  degree 
to  which  her  displeasure  against  that  stricten  people 
is  often  carried.  His  features  were  more*  efevated 
than  common ;  his  eye  was  mild,  easily  excited  to 
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joy,  and,  like  that  of  his  companion,  sometimes  hu- 
morous. His  head  was  beginning  to  be  sprinkled 
with  gray,  his  skin  had  lost  the  shining  jet  colour 
which  had  distinguished  it  in  his  youth,  and  all  his 
limbs  and  movements  bespoke  a  man  whose  frame 
had  been  equally  indurated  and  stiffened  by  unre- 
mitted toil.  He  sat  on  a  low  stone,  and  seemed  in- 
tently employed  in  tossing  pebbles  into  the'  air,  and 
shewing  his  dexterity  by  catching  them  in  the  hand 
from  which  they  had  just  been  cast;  an  amusement 
which  betrayed  alike  the  natural  tendency  of  his  mind 
to  seek  pleasure  in  trifles,  and.the  absence  of  those 
more  elevating  feelings  which  are  the  fruits  of  edu- 
cation. The  process,  however,  furnished  a  striking 
exhibition  of  the  physical  forde  of  tibe  negro.  In 
order  to  conduct  this  trivial  pursuit  without  incum- 
brance, he  had  rolled  the  sleeve  of  his  Kght  canvas  ' 
{'  Lcket  to  the  elbow,  and  laid  bare  an  arm  that  might 
ave' served  as  a  model  for  the  limb  of  Hercules. 
There  was  certainly  nodiing  sufficiently  imposing 
about  the  persons  of  either  of  these  individuals  to 
repel  the  investigations  of  one  as  much  influenced 
by  curiosity  as  our  tailor.  Instead,  however,  of  yield- 
ing directly  to  the  strong  impulse,  the  honest  snaper 
of  cloth  chose  to  conduct  his  advance  in  a  manner 
that  should  afford  to  the  bumpkin  a  striking  proof 
of  his  boasted  sagacity.  After  makmg  a  sign  of  cau- 
tion and  intelligence  to  the  latter,  he  approached 
slowly  from  behind,  with  a  light  step,  that  might 
give  nim  an  opportunity  of  overhearing  any  secret 
that  should  unwittingly  fall  from  either  of  the  sea- 
men. His  forethought  was  followed  by  no  very  im- 
portant results,  though  it  served  to  supply  his  suspi- 
cions with  all  the  additional  testimony  of  the  treach- 
ery of  tiieir  characters  that  could  be  famished  by 
evidence  so  simple  as  the  mere  sound  of  their  voices. 
As  to  the  words  themselves,  though  the  good-man 
believed  (hey  might  well  contain  treason,  he  was 
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ec»npelied  to  acknowledge  to  liimdelf  ^t  it  \^^s  «o 
artfi^Iy  concealed  as  to  escape  even  his  acute  capa^ 
titj.  We  teave  the  reader  himaelf  to  judge  of  the 
Gorrectiiess  of  both  opinion^. 

"  This  18  a  pretty  bight  of  a  basin,  Guiaea,"  ob- 
served die  white,  rolling  hb  tobacco  in  his  mouth, 
and  turning  his  eyes,  for  the  finst  time  in  liaan j  mini 
utes,  from  th^  vessel;  '^  aiad  a  i^ot  is  it  that  a  nian, 
who  lay  on  a  lee-shore  without  sticks,  might  J>e  gl^ 
to  see  his  craft  in.  Now  do  I  call  myself  soitothiiig 
of  a  seaman,  and  yet  1  cannot  vi^eather  upo^i  the 
philosophy  of  that  feljowj  in  Jke^ping  bis  ship  in  the 
outer  harbour,  when  he  might  warp  her  i^to  this 
mill-pond  in  haJf  ai\hour.  It  gives  his  boats  hard 
duty,. dusky  S'ip ;  and  that  I  call  making  fold  wedthec 
of  fair!" 

The  negro  had  been  christened  ScipiO  Afdcanus, 
by^a  species  of  witticism  V^rhich  was  much  more 
common  to  the  Provinces  thani  it.  is  to  the  States  of 
America,  and  which  itled  so  wimy  of  the  mei^LjDer 
employments  of  the  eountryyin  name  at  lea^t,  witiij: 
the  counterparts  of  the  philosop^rS)  Jiei^oes,  poets, 
and  princes  of  Rome.  To  him  it  was  a  matter  ol 
small  moment,  whether  the  vessel  fey  in  the  offing 
or  in  theport;  and,  without  discontinuing  his  child-^ 
ish  amusenlent,  he  manifested  the  jsame;  by  rej^lying^ 
with  great  indifierewe  of  matnner,— 

"  I  s^pose  he  t'ink  all  the  water  inside  lie  on  * 
top." 

"I  tell  you,  Guinea,"  returned  the  other,  in  a 
harsh,  positive  tone, "  the  fellow  is  a  know-nothing ! 
Would  any  man,  who  imderstands  ttie  behaviour  of 
a  ship,  keep  his  craft  in  a  roadstead,  when  he  might 
tie  her,  head  and  stem,  in  a  bafiin  like  this  ?" 

"  What  he  call  roadstead  ?"  interrupted  the  negro, 
seizing  at  once,  with  the  avidity  of  ignorance,  oiy;he 
little  oversight  of  his  adversary,  in  confoundingM:he 
outer  harbour  of  Newport  with  tH^  wilder  anchorage 
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below,  and  with  the  usual  indifiference  of  aH  simito 
people  to  the  more  material  matter  of  whether  the 
objection  was  at  all  germain  to  the  point  in  contit^- 
verey ;  **  I  never  hear  *«n  call  anchoring  ground,  with 
land  around  it,  roadsteEid  afore !" 

"  Hark  ye,  mister  G<^dK:oast,"  muttered  the  white, 
bending  his  head  aside  in  a  threatening  manner, 
tliough  he  still  disdained  to  turn  his  eyes.on  his  hum- 
ble adversary,  "if  youVe  no  wish  to  wear-your  sluns 
parcelled  for  the  next  montii,  gather  in  the  slack  of 
your  wit,  and  have  an  eye  to  the  manner  in  which, 
you  let  it  run  again.  Just  tell  me  this ;  isnH  a  port 
a  port  ?  and  isn't  an  offing  an  offing  ?" 
.  As  these  were  two  propositions  to  which  even 
the  ingenuity  of  Scipio  could  raise  no  objection,  he 
wisely  declined  touching  on  either,  contenting  him- 
self with  shaking  his  head  in  great  self-complacen- 
cy, and  laughing  as  heartily,  at  his  imaginary  triumph 
over  his  companion,  as  though  he  had  never  known 
care,  nor  been  the  subject  of  wrong  and  humiliation, 
"SO  long  and  so  patiendfy  endured, 

"Ay,  ay,^- grumbled  the  white,  re*adjusting  his 
person  in  its  former  composed  attitude,  and  again 
crossing  the  arms,  which  had  been  a  little  separated, 
to  give  force  to  the  menace  against  the  tender  mem- 
ber of  the  black,*'  now  you  are  piping  the  wind  out 
of  your  throat  like  a  flock  of  long^shore  crows,  you 
think  you^ve  got  the  best  of  the  matter.  The  Lord 
made  a  nigger  an  unrational  animal ;  and  an  experi- 
(^Q^d  seaman,  who  has  doubled  both  Capes,  and 
made  all  the  head-lands  atween  Fiindy  and  Horn,  has 
no  right  to  waste  his  breath  in  teaching  any  of  the 
breed  !  I  tell  you,  Scipio,  since  Scipio  is  your  name 
on  the  ship's  books,  though  Til  wager  a  month's  pay 
against  a  wooden  boat-hook  that  your  father  Was 
known  at-  home  as  Quashee,  and  your  mother  as 
Quasheeba — ^tberefor^do  I  tell  you,  Scipio  Africa — 
which  is  a  name  for  all  your  colour,  I  believe — that 
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^d4er  icbap,  in  the  outer  harbour  of  thi^  bejre  fled 
port,  is  Bp  judge  of  aa  ancbQi^e,or,be  wouJd  dfop 
.ake4ge  mayhap  hereaway,  in  a  Une  with  the  south- 
ern e^d  of  that  there  sm^ll  matter  of  an  idan^^and, 
hauUng  his  ship  up  to  it,  fa^sten  her  to  the  spot  .with 
good  hempen  cables  and  iroa  mud-hooks..  !Npw,look 
you  here,  S'ip,  at  the  reason  of  the  matter,"  he  con- 
tinued, in  a  manner  which  shewed  that  the  Uttle  skir- 
mish that  had  just  passed  was  likc^  one  of  those  sud- 
den squalls  of  which  they-had  botkseen  so  many,  and 
which  were  usually  so  soon  succeeded  by  correspond* 
ing  seasons  of  calm ;  "  look  you  at  the  whole  ration- 
ality of  what  I  say.  He  has  come  into  this  anchorage 
either  for  something  or  for  nothing.  I  suppose  yoi^ 
are  ready  to  admit  that.  If  for  nothing,  he  might 
have  found  that  much  outside,  and  I'll  say  no  more 
about  it;  but  if  for  something,  he  could  get  it  off 
easier,  provided  the  ship  lay  hereaway^  just  where 
1  told  you,  boy,.pot  a  fathom  ahead  or  astern,  than 
where  she  is  now  riding,  though  the  article  was  no 
heavier  than  a  fresh  handful^of  feathers  for  the  cap- 
tain's pillow.  Now,  if  you  have  any  thing  to  gainsay 
the  reason  of  this,  why,  Pm  ready  to  bear  it  as  a 
reasonable  man,  and  one  who  has  not  forgotten  his 
manners  in  learning  his  pliilosophy." 

"  S'pose  a  wind  come  out  fre^  here,  at  nor- west," 
answered  the  other,  stretching  hislbrawny  arm  to- 
wards the  point  of  the  compass  be  named,  "  and  a 
vessel  want  to  get  to  sea  in  a  hurry,  how  you  t'ink 
he  get  her  far  enough  up  to  lay  through  the  weather 
reach  ?  Ha  I  you  answer  me  dat"^  you  great  scholar, 
misser  Dick,  but  you  never  see  ship  go  in  wind's 
te  th,  or  hear  a  monkey  talk."  t- 

*^'  The  black  is  right !"  exclaimed  the  youth,  who, 
it  would  se^m,  had  overheard  the  dispute,  while  he 
appeared  otherwise  engaged ;  "  the  slaver  has  left 
his  vessel  in  the  outer  harbour,  knowing  that  the 
wind  holds  so  much  to  the  westward  at  this  season 
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-  of  the  jrear;  and  tiien  you  see  he  keeps  his  light 
spars  aloft^althoc^  it  is  plain  eiiough*,  by  the  man- 
ner in  which  his  sails  are  furled,  that  he  is  strong- 

.  baoded.     Can  yoii  make  out,  boys,  whether  he  has 

-an  anchor  under  foot,  or  is  he  morely  riding  by  a 
single  cable  ?" 

"  The  man  must  be  a  driveller,  to  lie  in  such  a 
tides-way,  without  dropping,  his  stream,  or  at  least  a 
kedge,  to  steady  die  ship,"  returned  the  white^  with- 
out appearing  to  think  any  thing  more  than  the  re-= 

.  ceived  practice  of  seamen  necessary  to  decide  the 
point.  "  That  he  is  no  great  judge  of  an  anchorage,  I 
am  ready  to  allow ;  but  no  man,  who  can  keep  things 
so  snug  aloft,  would  think  or  fastening  his  ship,  for 
any  ler^h  of  time,  by  a  single  cable,  to  sheer  star- 
board and  port,  like  that  kicking  colt,  tied  to  the  tree 
by  a  long  halter,  that  we  fell  in  with,  in  our  passage 
over  land  from  Boston." 

"  'Em  got  a  stream  down,  and  all  a  rest  of  he 
anchors  stowed,"  said  the  black, -whose  dark  eye 
was  glancing  understandingly  at  the  vessel,  whiFe  he 
still  continued  to  cast  his  pebbles  into  the  air: 
"  S'pose  he  jam  a  helm  hard  a-port,  misser  Harr}% 
and  take  a  tide  on  he  larboard  bow,  what  you  t'ink 
make  him  kick  and  gallop  about !.  Golly  !  I  like  to 
see  Dick,  without  a  foot-rope,  ride  a  colt  tied  to 
tree!" 

Again  the  negro  enjoyed  his  humour,  by  shaking 
his  head,  as  if  his  whole  soul  was  amused  by  the 
whimsical  image  his  rude  fa^icy  had  conjured,  and 
indulged  in  a  hearty  laugh  ^  and  again  his  white 
companion  muttered  certain  exceedingly  heavy  and 
sententious  denunciations.  The  young  man,  who 
seemed  to  enter  very  little  into  the  quarrels  and  wit- 
ticisms of  his  singular  associates,  still  kept  his  gaze 
intently  fastened  on  the  vessel,  which  to  him  appear- 
ed, for  the  moment,  to  be  the  subject  of  some  extra- 
ordmary  interest.     Shaking  his  own  head,  though  in 
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a  far  graver  msoiner,  as  if  his  doubts  were  drawins 
to  a  close)  he  added,  as  the  boisterous  merrimeiit  of 
the  negro  ceased, — 

"  Yes,  Scipio,  you  are  right :  he  rides  altogether 
6y  his  stream,  and  he  keeps  every  thing  jn  readiness 
for  a  sudden  move.  In  ten  minutes  he  would  carry 
his  ship  beyond  the  fire  of  the  battery,  provided  he 
had  but  a  capful  of  wind." 

'^  You  appear  to  be  a  judge  in  these  matters," 
said  an  unknown  voice  behind  him. 

The  youth  turned  suddenly  on  his  heel,  and  then, 
for  the  first  time,  was  he  apprised  of  the  presence 
of  any  intruders.  The  surprise,  however,  was  not 
confined  to  himself;  for,  as  there  was  another  new- 
comer to  be  added  to  the  company,  the  gossipping 
tailor  was  quite  as  much,  or  even  more,  the  subject 
of  astonishment,  than  any  of  that  party,  whom  he 
had  been  so  intently  watching  as  to  have. prevented 
him  from  observing  the  approach  of  still  another 
utter  stranger. 

The  tiiird  individual  was  a  man  between  thirty 
and  forty,  and  of  a  mien  and  attire  not  a  little  adapt- 
ed to  quicken  the  already  active  curiosity  of  the 
good-man  Homespun.  His  person  was  slight,  but 
afforded  the  promise  of  exceeding  agility,  and  even 
of  vigour,  espe<;:ially  when  contrasted  with  his  stat- 
ure, which  was  scarcely  equal  to  the  medium  height 
of  man.  His  skin  had  been  dazzling  as  that  of  wo- 
man, though  a  deep  red,  which  had  taken  possession 
of  the  lower  lineaments  of  his  face,  and  which  was 
particularly  conspicuous  on  the  outline  of  a  fine 
aquiline  nose,  served  to  destroy  all  appearance  of 
effeminacy.  His  hair  was  like  his  complexion,  fair, 
and  fell  about  his  temples  in  rich,  glossy,  and  exu- 
berant curls.  His  mouth  and  chin  were  beautiful  in 
their  formation  ;  but  the  former  was  a  little  scornful, 
and  the  two  together  bore  a  decided  character  of 
voluptuousness.     The  eye  was  blue,  full  without 
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being  promhient,  and,  though  in  common  placid  and 
even  soft,  there  were  moments  when  it  seemed  a 
little  unsettled  and  wild.  He  wore  a  high  conical 
iat,  placed  ^  lilN^  on  one  side,  so  as  to  give  a  slight- 
ly rakish  expression  to  his  physiognomy,  a  riding 
frock  of  light  green,  breeches  of  buck-skin,  high 
boots,  and  spurs.  Ih  one  of  his  hands  he  carried  a 
small  whip,  with  which,  when  first  seen,  he  was  cut- 
ting the  air  with  an  appearance  of  the  utmost  indif- 
ference to  the  surprise  occasioned  by  his  sudden  in- 
terruption. 

"I  say,  sir,  you  seem  to  be  a  judge  in  these  mat- 
ters," he  repeated,  when  he  had  endured  the  frown- 
ing examination  of  the  young  seaman  quite  as  long 
as-  comported  with  his  own  patience ;  "  you  speak 
like  a  man  who  feels  he  has  a  right  to  give  an  opin- 
ion I" 

"Do  you  find  it  remarkable  that  one  should  not 
be  ignorant  of  a  profession  that  he  has  diligently 
puisued  for  a  whole  life  ?" 

-  ^Huml  I  find  it  a  little  remarkable,  that  one, 
whose  busiiliess  is  that  of  a  handicraft,  should  dignify 
his  trade  with  such  a  sounding  name  as  profession. 
lfV6  of  the  learned  science  of  the  law,  and  who  en- 
joy t)^e  particular  smiles  of  the  leanied  universities, 
can  say  no  more  I"  "  ' 

'    "  Then  call  it  trade ;  for  nothing  in  common  with 
gentlemen  of  your  craft  is  acceptable  to  a  seaman,'* 
retorted  thte  young  mariner,  turning  away  from  the  ' 
intruder  with  a  d^^st  that  he  did  ivSX  affect  to  con- 
ceal. 

"  A  lad  of  some  metal  P  muttered  the  other,  witlr 
a  rapid  utterance  and  a  meaning  smile.  "  Let  not 
siich  a  trifle  as  a  word  part  us,  friend.  I  confess  my 
ignorance  of  all  maritime  matters,  and  would  gladly 
learn  a  little  from  one  as  skilful  as  yourself  in  the 
noble — -profession.  I  think  you  said  something  con- 
cerning the  manner  in  which  yonder  ship  has  an- 
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chored,  and  of  the  condition  in  which  they  keep 
things  alow  and  aloft?" 

"^/oro  and  aloft!"  exclaimed  the  young  sailor, 
facing  his  interrogator  with  a  stare^jlxat  was  quite  as 
expressive  as  his  recent  disgust. 

"  Alow  and  aloft !"  calmly  repeated  the  other. 

"  I  spoke  of  her  neatness  aloft,  but  do  not  affect 
to  judge  of  things  below  at  this  distance," 

"  Then  it  was  my  error ;  but  you  will  have  pity 
on  the  ignorance  of  one  who  is  so  new  to  the  pro* 
fession.  As  I  have  intimated,  I  am  no  more  than 
an  unworthy  barrister,  in  the  service  of  his  Majesty, 
expressly  sent  from  home  on  a  particular  errand.  If 
it  were  not  a  pitiful  pun,  I  might  add,  I  am  not  yet— 
a  judge." 

"  No  doubt  you  will  soon  arrive  at  that  distinc- 
tion," returned  the  other,  "if  his  Majesty's  ministers 
have  any  just  conceptions  of  modest  merit ;  unless, 
indeed,  you  should  happen  to  be  prematurely" 

The  youth  bit  his  lip,  made  a  haughty  inclination 
of  the  head,  and  walked  leisurely  up  the  wharf,  fol- 
lowed, with  the  same  appearance  of  deliberation, 
by  the  two  seaman  who  had  accompanied  him  in  his 
visit  to  the  place.  The  stranger  in  green  watched 
the  whole  inov<ement  with  a  calm  and  apparently  an 
amused  eye,  tapping  his  boot  with  his  whip,  and  seem 
ing  to  reflect  like  one  who  would  willingly  find  means 
to  continue  the  discourse. 

"  Hanged !"  he  at  length  uttered,  as  if  to  complete 
the  sentence  thlie  other  had  left  unfinished.     "  It  is 
droll  enough  that  such  a  fellow  should  dare  to  foretel 
-so  elevated  a  fate  for  mtP'* 

He  was  evidently  preparing  to  follow  the  retiring 
party,  when  he  felt  a  hand  laid  a  little  unceremoni-*^ 
ously  on  his  arm,  and  his  step  was  arrested. 

"  One  word  in  your  ear,  sir,"  said  the  attentive 
tailor,  making  a  significant  sign  that  he  had  matters 
of  importance  to  communicate:  "A  single  word, 
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sir,  since  you  are  in  the  particutar  'service  of  his 
Majesty.-  Neighbour  Pardon,"  he  continued,  with  a 
dignified  and  patronising  air,  "  the  sun  is  getting  low, 
and  you  will  make  it  late  home,  I  fear.  The  girl 
will  give  you  the  garment,  and — God  speed  you ! 
Say  nothing  of  what  you  have  heard  and  seen,  until 
you  have  word  from  me  to  that  effect^  for  it  is  seem- 
ly that  two  men,  who  have  had  so  much  experience 
in  a  war  like  this,  should  not  lack  in  discretion.  Fare 
ye  well,  lad ! — ^pass  the  good  word  to  the  worthy 
farmer,  your  father,  not  forgetting  a  refreshing  hint 
of  friendship  to  the  thrifty  housewife,  your  mother. 
Fare  ye  well,  honest  youth ;  fare  ye  well  I" 

Homespun,  having  thus  disposed  of  his  admiring 
companion,  waited,  with  much  elevation  of  mien, 
until  the  gaping  bumpkin  had  left;  the  wharf,  before 
he  again  turned  his  look  on  the  stranger  in  green. 
The  latter  had  continued  standing  in  his  tracks,  with 
an  air  of  undisturbed  composure,  until  he  was  once 
more  addressed  by  the  tailor,  whose  character  and 
dimensions  he  seemed  to  have  taken  in,  at  a  singlei5> 
glance  of  his  rapid  eye. 

"  You  say,  sir,  you  are  a  servant  of  his  Majesty  ?" 
demanded  the  latter,  determined  to  solve  all  doubts 
as  to  the  other's  claims  on  his  confidenco,  before  he 
committed  himself  by  any  precipitate  disclosure. 

"  I  may  say  more  ; — his  familiar  confident !" 

"  It  is  an  honour  to  converse  with  such  a  man, 
that  I  feel  in  every  bone  in  my  body,"  returned  the 
cripple,  smoothing  his  scanty  hairs,  and  bowing  near- 
ly to  the  earth ;  "  a  high  and  loyal  honour  do  1  feel 
this  gracious  privilege  to  be." 

"  Such  as  it  is,  my  friend,  I  take  on  myself  in  his 
Majesty's  name,  to  bid  you  welcome." 

"  Such  munificent  condescension  would  open  my 
whole  heart,  though  treason,  and  all  other  unright- 
eousness, was»locked  up  in  it.  I  am  happy,  honour- 
ed, and  I  doubt  not,  honourable  sir,  to  have  this  op- 
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portunity  of  proving  my  zeal  to  the  King,  before  one 
who  will  not  fail  to  report  my  humble  efforts  to  his 
royal  ears." 

"  Speak  freely ,V  interrupted  the  stranger  in  green, 
with  an  air  of  princely  conde^eension ;  .though  one, 
less  simple  and  less  occupied  with  his  own  budding 
honours  than  the  tailor,  might  have  ^a$ily  discovered 
that  he  began  to  grow  w^ary  of  the  other's  prolix  loy- 
alty :  "  Speak  without  reserve,  friend  ;  it  is  what  we 
always  do  at  court"  Then,  switching  his  boot  with 
his  riding  whip,  he  muttered  to  himself, as  he.§wung 
his  light  frame  on  his  heel,  with  an  indolent,  indiflfer- 
ent  air,  "  If  the  fellqw  swallows  that,  he  is  as  stupid 
as  his  own  goose  !" 

"  I  shall,  sir,  I  shall ;  and  a  great  proof  of  charity 
is  it  in  one  like  your  noble  self  to  hsten.  You  see 
yonder  tall  ship,  sir,  in  the  outer  harbour  of  this  loyal 
sea-port?"  i 

"  I  do  ;  she  seems  to  be  an  object  of  general  atten- 
tion among  the  worthy  lieges  of  the  place." 
»  "  Therein  I  conceive,  sir,  you  have  overrated  the 
sagacity  of  my  townsmen.  She  has  been  lying  where 
you  now  see  her  for  many  days,  ^nd  not  a  syllable 
have  I  heard  whispered  against  her  character  from 
mortal  man.  except  myself." 

"  Indeed  !"  muttered  the  stranger,  biting  the  han-- 
die  of  his  whip,  and  fastening  his  glittering  eyes  in- 
tently on  the  features  of  the  good-man,  which  were 
literally  swelling  with  the  importance  of , his  dis- 
covery; "  and  what  may  be  the  nature  of  your  sus-, 
picions  ?" 

"  Why,  sir,  I  may  be  wrong — and  God  forgive  nlQ 
if  I  am — ^but  this  is  no  more  nor  less  than  \yhat  has 
arisen  in  my  mind  on  th<e  subject.  Yonder  ship,  and 
her  crew,  bear  the  reputation^of  being  innocent  and 
harmless  slavers,  among  the  good  people  of  Newport ; 
and  as  such  are  they  received  and  wejcomed  in  the 
place,  the  one  to  a  safe  and  easy  anchorage,  and  the 
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others  among  th^  taveraers  and  shop-dealers.  1  would 
not  have  you  imagine  that  a  single  garment  has  ever 
gone  from  my  fingers  for  one  of  all  her  crew ;  no, 
let  it  be  for  ever  remembered  that  the  whole  of  their 
dealings  have  been  with  the  young  tiradesman  named 
'Tape,  who  entices  customers  to  barter,  by  backbiting 
-  and  otherwise  defiling  the  fair  jiames  of  his  betters  in 
the  business :  not  a  garment  has  been  made  by  my 
hands  for  even  the  smallest  boy." 

"  You  are  lucky,",  returned  the  stranger  in  green, 
^  in  being  so  well  quit  of  the  knaves  t  and  yet  have 
you  forgotten  to  name  the  particular  offence  with 
which  I  am  to  chaise  them  before  the  fac6  of  the 
King." 

"  I  am  coming  as  fast  as  possible  to  the  weighty 
matter.  You  must  know,  worthy  and  commenda- 
ble sir,  that  I  am  a  rhan  that  has  seen  much,  and  suf- 
fered much,  in  his  Majesty's  service.  Five  bloody 
and  cruel  wars  have  I  gone  through,  besides  other 
adventures  and  experiences,  such  as  becomes  a  hum- 
ble subject  to  suffer  meekly  and  in  silence." 

**  All  of  which  shall  be  directly  communicated  to 
the  royal  ear.  And  now,  worthy  friend,  reHeve 
your  mind,  by  a  frank  communication  of  your  sus- 
picions." 

"  Thanks,  honourable  sir ;  your  goodness  in  my 
behalf  cannot  be  forgotten,  though  it  shall  never  be 
.  said  that  any  impatience  to  seek  the  relief  you  men- 
tion, hurried  me  into  a  light  and  improper  manner 
of  unburthening  my  mind.  You  must  know,  hon- 
oured gentleman,  that  yesterday,  ks  I  sat  alone,  at 
this  veiy  hour,  on  my  board,  reflecting  in  my  thoughts 
—for  the  plain  reason  that  my  envious  neighbour 
had  enticed  all  the  newly  arrived  customers  to  his 
own  shop — well,  sir,  the  head  will  be  busy  when 
the  hands  are  idle ;  there  I  sat,  as  I  have  briefly  told 
you,  reflecting  in  my  thoughts,  like  any  other  ac- 
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countable  beikig,  on  the  calamities  of  .life,  and  on  the 
great  experiences  that  I  have  had  in  the  wars.  For 
you  must  know,  valiant  gentleman,  besides  the  affair 
in  the  land  of  the  Medes  and  Persians,  and  the  Por- 
teous  mob  in  EcUpbro',  five  cruel  and  bloody" 

"  There  is  thsft  in  your  air -which  sufficiently  pro- 
claims the  soldier,"  interrupted  his  listener,  who  evi- 
dently struggled  to  keep  down  his  rising  impatience ; 
"  but,  as  my  time  is  so  precious,  I  would  now  more 
especially-  hear  what  you  have  to  say  concerning 
yonder  ship." 

"  Yes,  sir,  one  gets  a  military  look  after  seeing 
numbertess  wars ;  and  so,  happily  for  the  need  of 
both,  I  have  now  come  to  the  part  of  my  secret 
which  touches  more  particularly  on  the  character  of 
that  vessel.  There  sat  I,  reflecting  on  the  manner 
'in  which  the  strange  seamen  had  been  deluded  by 
my  tonguey  neighbour — for,  as  you  should  know, 
sir,  a  desperate  talker  is  that  Tape,  and  a  younker 
who  has  seen  but  one  war  at  the  utmost— therefore, 
was  I  thinking  of  the  manner  in  which  he  had  en- 
ticed my  lawful  customers  from  my  shop,  when,  as 
one  thought  is  the  father  of  andther,  the  following 
concluding  reasoning,  as  our  pious  priest  has  it  week- 
ly in  his  reviving  and  searching  discourses,  came  up- 
permost in  my  mind :  If  these  mariners  were  hon- 
est and  conscientious  slavers,  would  they  overlook  a 
labouring  m^  with  a  large  family,  to  pour  theil* 
well-earned  gold  into  the  lap  of  a  common  babbler? 
I  proclaimed  to  myself  at  once,  sir,  that  they  would 
not.  I  was  bold  to  say  the  same  in  my  own  mind  ; 
and,  thereupon,  I  openly  put  the  question  to  all  in 
hearing.  If  they  are  not  slavers,  what  are  they?  A 
question  which  the  King  himself  would,  in  his  royal 
wisdom,  allow  to  be  a  question  easier  asked  than  an- 
swered ;  upon  which  I  replied.  If  the  vessel  be  no 
fair-trading  slaver,  nor  a  common  cruiser  of  his  Ma- 
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\e^ty^  it  is  as  tangible  as  the  best  maa^s  reason! ng^^ 
tiiat  she  may  be  neither  more  nor  less  than  the  ahip 
of  that  nefarious  pirate  the  Red  Rover." 

"The  Red  Rover!"  exclaimed  the  stranger  in 
green,  with  a  start  so  natural  as  to  evidence  that  his 
•dying  interest  in  the  tailor's  narrative  was  suddenly 
and  powerfully  revived.  "  That  indeed  would  be  a 
secret  worth  having  !-^but  why  do  you  suppose  the 
same  ?  "  - 

"  For  sundry  reasons,  which  I  am  now  about  to 
Dame,  in  their  respective  order.  In  the  first  place, 
she  is  an  armed  ship,  sir.  In  the  second,  she  is  no 
lawful  cruiser,  or  the  same  would  be  publicly 
known,  and  by  no  one  sooner  than  myself,  inasmuch 
as  it  is  seldom  that  I  do  not  finger  a  penny  from  the 
King's  ships.  In  the  third  place,  the  burglarious  and 
unfeeling  conduct  of  the  few  seamen  who  have  land- 
ed from  her  go  to  prove  it;  and,  lastly,  what  is  weJl 
proved  may  be  considered  as  substantially  establishr 
ed.  These  are  what,  sir,  I  should  call  the  opening 
premises  of  my  inferences,  all  of  which  I  hope  you 
will  properly  lay  before  the  royal  mind  of  his  AJ^- 
jesty."  • 

The  barrister  in  green  listened  to  the  somewhat 
wire-drawn  deductions  of  Homespun  with  great  at- 
tention, notwithstanding  the  confused  and  obscure 
manner  in  which  they  were  dehvei^d  by  the  aspir- 
ing tradesman.  His  keen  eye  rolled  quickly,  and 
often,  from  the  vessel  to  the  countenance  of  his  com* 
panion ;  but  several  moments  elapsed  before  he  saw 
fit  to  make  any  reply.  The  reckless  gayety  with 
which  he  had  introduced  himself,  and  which  he  had 
hitherto  maintained  in  the  discourse,  was  entirely 
superseded  by  a  musing  and  abstracted  air,  which 
sufficiently  proved,  that,  whatever  levity. he  might 
betray  in  common,  he  was  far  from  being  a*  stranger 
to  deep  and  absorbing  thought.  Suddenly  throwing 
oiT  his  air  of  gravity,  however,  he  assumed  one  in 


40  THE    RED    ROVER. 

« 

which  irony  and  sincerity  were  singularly  blended, 
and,  laying  -his  hand  familiarly  on  tlie  shoulder  of  the 
expecting  tailor,  he  replied — 

"  You  have  communicated  such  matter  as  becom- 
eth  a  faithful  and  loyal  servant  of  the  King.  It  is 
well  known  that  a  heavy  price  is  set  on  the  head  of* 
the  meanest  follower  of  the  Rover,  and  that  a  rich, : 
ay,  a  splendUd  reward  will  be  the  fortune  of  him  who 
is  the  instrument  of  delivering  the  whole  knot  of 
miscreants  into  the  hands  of  the  executioner.  In- 
deed, I  know  not  but  some  marked  evidence  of  the 
royal  pleasure  might  follow  such  a  service.  There 
was  Phipps,  a  man  of  humble  origin,  who  received 
knighthood — " 

"Knighthood!"  echoed  the  tailor,  in  awful  ad- 
miration. 

"Knighthood,"  coolly  repeated  the  stranger; 
"honourable  and  chivalric  knighthood.  What  may 
have  been  the  appellation  you  received  from  your 
sponsors  in  baptism  ?"  * 

"My  given  name,  gracious  and  grateful  sir,  is 
Hector." 

"  And  the  house  itself? — ^the  distinctive  appella- 
tion of  the  family?" 

"  We  have  always  been  called  Homespun." 

"  Sir  Hector  Homespun  will  sound  as  well  as  an- 
other !  But  to  sfecure  these  rewards,  my  friend,  it  is 
necessary  to  be  discreet.  I  admire  your  ingenuity, 
and  am  a  convert  to  your  logic.  You  have  so  en- 
tirely demonstrated  the  truth  of  your  suspicions,  that 
I  have  no  more  doubt  of  yonder  vessel  being  the 
pirate,  than  I  have  of  your  wearing  spurs,  and  being 
called  sir  Hector.  The  two  things  are  equally  estab- 
lished in  my  mind :  but  it  is  needful  that  we  proceed 
in  the  matter  with  caution.  I  understand  you  to  say, 
that  no  one  else  has  been  enlightened  by  your  erudi- 
tion in  this  affair?" 
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"  Not  a.soiiL  Tape  himself  is  ready  to  swear  tiiat 
the  crew  are  conscientious  slavers." 

*'  So  best.  We  must  first  render  conclusions  cer- 
tain ;  then  to  our  reward.  Meet  me  at  the  hour  of 
eleven  this  night,  at  yonder  low  point,  where  the 
land  juts  into  the  outer  harbour.  From  that  stand 
will  we  make  our  observations ;  and,  having  remov- 
ed every  doubt,  let  the  naorning  produce  a  discovery 
that  shall  ring  from  the  Colony  of  the  Bay  to  the 
settlements  of  Oglethorpe.  Until  then  we  part ;  for 
it  is  not  wise  that  we  be  longer  seen  in  conference. 
Remember  silence,  punctuality,  and  the  favour  of 
the  King.     These  are  our  watch- words." 

"  Adieu,  honourable  gentlemen,"  said  his  compan- 
ion, making  a  reverence  nearly  to  the  earth,  as  the 
other  slightly  touched  his  bat  in  passing. 

"Adieu,  sir  Hector,"  returned  the  stranger  in 
green,  with  an  a0able  sniile  and  a  gracious  wave  of 
the  hand.  He  then  walked  slowly  up  the  wharf, 
and  disappeared  behind  the  mansion  of  the  Home- 
spuns ;  leaving  the  head  of  that  ancient  family,  like 
many  a  predecessor  and  many  a  successor,  so  rapt 
in  the  admiration  of  his  own  good  fortune,  and  so 
blinded  by  his  folly,  that,  while  physically  he  saw  to 
the  right  and  to  -the  left  as  well  as  ever,  his  mental 
vision  was  completely  obscured  in  the  clouds  of 
.ambition. 


CHAPTER  III. 

Alonzo.    "  Good  boatswain,  have  C9jre"^Tempest. 

The  instant  the  stranger  had  separated  from  the 

credulous  tailor,  he  lost  his  assumed  air  in  one  far 

more  natural  and  sedate.     Still  it  would  seem  that 

thought  was  an  unwonted,  or  an  unwelcome  tenant 

of  his  mind ;  fpr,  switching  his  boot  with  his  little 
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ridii^  whip,  he  entered  the  principal  tliX'J  of  the 

Elace  with  a  Hght  step  and  a  wandering  eye.  1  bough 
is  look  was  unsettled,  few  of  the  individudls,  whom 
he  passed,  escaped  his  quick  glances ;  and  it  was 
quite  apparent^  from  the  hurried  manner  in  which 
he  began  to  regard  objects,  that  his  mind  was  not  . 
less  active  than  his  body.  A  stranger  thus  accoutred, 
and  one  bearing  about  his  person  so  many  evidences 
of  his  recent  acquaintance  with  the  road,  did  not 
fail  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  provident  publi-  * 
cans  we  have  had  occasion  to  mention  in  our  opening 
chapter.  Declining  the  civilities  of  the  most  favour- 
ed of  the  inn-keepers,  he  suffered  his  steps  to  bet, 
oddly  enough,  arrested  by  the  one  whose  hbuse  was 
the  usual  haunt  of  the  hangers-on  of  the  port. 

On  entering  the  bar-room  of  this  tavern,  as  it  was 
called,  but  wluch  in  the  mother  country  would  prob- 
ably have  aspired  to  be  termed  no  more  than  a  pojt- 
house,  he  found  the  hospitable  apartment  thronged 
with  its  customary  revellers.  A  slight  interruption  ^ 
was  produced  by  the  appearance  of  a  guest  who  was 
altogether  superior,  in  mieri  and  attire,  to  the  ordi- 
nary customers  of  the  house,  but  it  ceased  the  mo- 
ment the  stranger  had  thrown  himself  on  a,  bench,  ^ 
and  intimated  to  the  host  the  nature  of  his  wants. 
As  the  latter  furnished  the  required  draught,  he  made 
a  sort  of  apology,  which  was  intended  for  the  ears 
of  all  his  customers  nigh  the  stranger,  for  the  mannei 
in  which  an  individual,  in  the  further  end  of  the  long 
narrow  room,  not  only  monopolized  the  discourse, 
but  appeared  to  extort  the  attention  of  all  within 
hearing  to  some  portentous  legend  he  was  recount- 
ing. 

"  It  is  the  boatswain  of  the  slaver  in  the  outer 
harbour,  squire,"  the  worthy  disciple  of  Bacchus 
concluded;  "a  man  who  has  followed  the  water 
many  a  day,  and  who  has  seen  sights  and  prodigies 
enough  to  fill  a  smart  volume.     Old  Bor'us  the  peo- 
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pie  call  hka,  though  his  lawful  name  is  Jack  Night- 
ingale.    Is  the  toddy  to  the  squire's  relish  ?" 

The  stranger  assented  to  the  latter  query,  hy 
smacking  his  lips,  and  howing,  as  he  put  down  the 
nearly  untouched  draught  He  then  turned  his  head, 
to  examine  the  individual  who  might,  by  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  declaimed,  have  been  termed,  in 
the  language  of  the  country,  the  second  "  orator  of 
the  day." 

A  stature  which  greatly  exceeded  six  feet ;  enor- 
mous whiskers,  that  quite  concealed  a  moiety  of  his 
grim  countenance ;  a  scar,  which  was  the  memorial 
of  a  badly  healed  gash,  that  had  once  threatened  to 
divide  that  moiety  in  quarters ;  limbs  in  proportion ; 
the  whole  rendered  striking  by  the  ^ress  of  a  sea- 
man; a  long,  tarnished  silver  chain,  and  a  little 
whistle  of  the  same  metal,  served  to  render  the  in- 
dividual in  question  sufficiently  remarkable.  With- 
out appearing  to  be  in  the  smallest  degree  aware  of 
the  entrance  of  one  altogether  so  superior  to  the  class 
of  his  usual  auditors,  this  son  of  the  Ocean  contin- 
ued his  narrative  as  follows,  and  in  a  voice  that  seem- 
ed given  to  him  by  nature  as  if  in  \'e*y  mockery  of  his 
musical  name ;  indeed,  so  very  near  did  his  tones 
approach  to  the  low  murmu rings  of  a  bull,  that  some 
little  practice  was  necessary  to  accustom  the  ear  to 
the  strangely  uttered  words. 

."  Well !"  he  continued,  thrusting  his  brawny  arm 
fortn,  with  the  fist  clenched,  indicating  the  necessa- 
ry point  of  the  compass  by  the  thumb  ;  "  the  coast 
of  Guinea  might  have  lain  hereaway,  and  the  wind, 
you  see,  was  dead  off  shore,  blowing  in  squalls,  as  a 
cat  spits,  all  the  same  as  if  the  old  fellow,  who  keeps 
it  bagged  for  the  use  of  us  seamen,  sometimes  let  the 
stopper  slip  through  his  fingers,  and  was  sometimes 
fetching  it  up  again  with  a  double  turn  round  the 
end  of  his  sack. — You  know  what  a  sack  is,  brother?' 

This  abrupt  question  was  put  to  the  gaping  bump- 
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kin,  already  known  to  the  reader,  who,  with  the 
nether  garment  j«8t  received  from  the  tailor  under 
his  arm,  had  Hngered,  to  add  the  incidents  of  the 
present  legend  to  the  stock  of  lore  that  he  had  already 
obtained  for  the  ears  of  his  kinsfolk  in  the  coimtrj 
A  general  laugh,  at  the  expense  of  the  admiring  Par- 
don, succeeded.  Nightingale  hestowed  a  knowing 
wink  on  one  or  two  of  hia  familiars,  and,  profiting 
by  the  occasion,  "  to  freshen  his  nip,",  as  he  quaintly 
styled  swallowing  a  pint  of  rum  and  water,  he  con- 
tinued his  narrative  by  saying,  in  a  sort  of  admonito- 
ry tone, — 

"  And  the  time  may  come  when  you  will  know 
what  a  round-turn  is^  too,  if  you  let  go  your  hold  of 
honesty.  A  mitn^s  neck  was  made,  brother,  to  keep 
his  head  above  water,  and  not  to  be  stretched  out  of 
shape  like  a  pair  of  badly  fitted- dead-eyes.  ThereT- 
fore,  have  your  reckoning  worked  up  in  season,  and 
the  lead  of  conscience  going,  when  you  find  yourself 
drifting  on  the  shoals  of  temptation."  Then,  rolling 
his  tobacco  in  his  mouth,  he  looked  boldly  about 
hi  mi  like  one  who  had  acquitted  himself  of  a  moral 
obligation,  and  continued :  "Well,  there  lay  the  land, 
and,  as  (  was  saying,  the  wind  was  here,  at  east-and- 
by-south,  or  mayhap  at  east-and-by-south-half-south, 
sometimes  blowing  like  a  fin-back  in  a  hurry,  and 
sometimes  leaving  all  the  canvas  chafing  ag'in  the 
rigging  and  spars,  as  if  a  bolt  of  duck  cost  no^ore 
nor  a  rich  man's  blegsing.  1  didn't  hke  the  loolcs  of 
the  weatlier,  seeing  that  there  was  altogether  too . 
much  unsartainty  for  a  quiet  watch,  so  I  walked  aft, 
in  order  to  put  myself  in  the  way  of  giving  an  opin- 
ion, if-so-be  such  a  thing  should  be  asked.  You  must 
know,  brothers,  that,  according  to  my  notions  of  re- 
ligion and  behaviour,  a  man  is  not  good  for  much, 
unless  he  has  a  full  share  of  manners ;  therefore  I 
am  never  known  to  put  my  spoon  into  the  captain's 
mess,  unless  1  am  invited,  for  the  plain  reason,  that 
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ihy  berth  is  for'ard/and  his^  aft.  1  do  not  say  in 
which  end  of  a  ship  the  better  man  is  to  be  found ; 
that  is  a  matter  concerning  which  men  have  different 
opinions,  though  most  judges  in  the  business  are 
agreed.  But  aft  I  walked,  to  put  myself  in  the  way 
of  giving  an  opinion,  if  one  should  be  asked ;  nor 
was  it  long  before  the  thing  came  to  pass  just  as  1 
had  foreseen.  *  Mister  Nightingale,'  says  he;  for 
our  Captain  is  a  gentleman,  and  never  foi^ets  his 
behaviour  on  deck,  or 'when  any  of  the  ship's  com- 
pany are  at  hand,  *'MisUr  Nightingale,'  says  h^, '  what 
do  you  think  of  that  rag  of  a  cloud,  hereaway  at 
the  north-west  ?'  says  he.  '  Why,  sir,'  says  I,  boldly, 
for  I'm  never  backward  in  speaking,  when  properly 
spoken  to,  so,  '  why,  sir,'  says  I, '  saving  your  Hon- 
our's better  judgment,' — which  was  all  a  flam,  for  he 
was  but  a  chicken  to  me  in  years  and  experience, 
but  thAi  I  never  throw  hot  ashes  to  windward,  or 
any  thing  else  that  is  warm — so, '  sir,'  says  I,  'it  is  my 
advice  to  hand  the  three  topsails  and  to  stow  the  jib. 
We  are  in  no  hurry ;  for  the  plain  reason,  that  Guinea 
will  be  to-morrow  just  where  Guinea  is  to-night. 
As  for  keeping  the  ship  steady  in  these  matters  of 
squalls,  we  have  the  mainsail  on  her — ' " . 

"  You  should  have  furl'd  your  mainsail  too,"  ex- 
claimed a  voice  from  behind,  that  was  quite  as  dog- 
matical, though  a  .little  less  grum,  than  that  of  the 
loquacious  boatswain. 

"  What  knoJi^-nothing  says  that  ?,"  demanded 
Nightingale  fiercely,  as  if  all  his  latent  ire  ^as  ex- 
cited by  so  rude  and  daring  an  interruption. 

"  A  man  who  has  run  Africa  down,  from  Bon  to 
Good-Hope,  more  than  once,  and  who  knows  a  white 
squall  from  a  rainbow,"  returned  Dick  Fid,  edging 
ins  short  person  stoutly  towards  his  furious  adversa- 
ry, making  his  way  through  the  crowd  by  which  the 
important  personage  of  the  boatswain  was  environ- 
ed by  dint  of  his  massive  shoulders ;  "  ay,  brother, 
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and  a  ma1i,  know-much  or  know-nothing,  w^ho  wonld 
never  advise  his  officer  to  keep  so  much  after-sail  on 
a  ship,  when  there  was  the  hkelihood  of  tlie  wind 
taking  her  aback." 

To  this  bold  vindication  of  an  opinion  which  all 
present  deemed  to  be  so  audacious,  there  succeeded 
a  general  and  loud  murmur.  Encouraged  by  this 
evidence  of  his  superior  popularity.  Nightingale  was 
not  slow,  nor  very  meek,  with  his  retort ;  and  then 
followed  a  clamorous  concert,^ in  which  the  voices 
of  the  company  in  general  served  for  the  higher  and 
shriller  notes^  through  which  the  bold  and  rigorous 
assertions,  contradictions,  and  opinions  of  the  two 
principal  disputants  were  heard  running  a  thorough- 
bass. 

For  some  time,  no  part  of  the  discussion  was  very 
distinct,  so  great  was  the  confusion  of  tongues ;  and 
there  were  certain  symptoms  of  an  intentioft,  on  the 
part  of  Fid  and  the  boatswain,  to  settle  their  con- 
troversy by  the  last  appeal.  During  this  moment  of 
suspense,  the  former  had  squared  his  firm-built  frame 
in  front  of  his  gigantic  opponent,  and  there  were 
very  vehement  passings*  and  counter-passings,  in  the 
way  of  gestures  from  four  athletic  arms,  each  of 
which  was  knobbed,  like  a  fashionable  rattan,  with 
a  lump  of  bones,  knuckles,  and  sinews,  that  threat- 
ened annihilation  to  any  thing  that  should  oppose 
them.  As  the  general  clamour,  however,  gradually 
abated,  the  chieif  reasoners  hegan  to  be  heard  ;  and, 
as  if  content  to  rely  on  their  respective  powers  of 
eloquence,  each  gradually  relinquished  his  hostile 
attitude,  and  appeared  disposed  to  maintain  his  ground 
by  a  member  scarcely  less  terrible  than  his  brawny 
arm. 

"  You  are  a  bold  seaman,  brother,"  said  Nightin- 
gale, resuming  his  seat,  "  and,  if  saying  was  doing, 
no  doubt  you  would  make  a  ship  talk.  But  I,  who 
have  seen  fleets  of  two  and  three  deckers — and  that 
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of  all  nations,  except  your  Mohawks,  mayhap,  whose 
cruisers  I  will  confess  never  to  have  fallen  in  with — 
lying  as  snug  as  so  many  white  gulls,  under  reefed 
mainsails,  know  how  to  take  the  strain  off  a  ship, 
and  to  keep  my  bulkheads  in  their  places." 

"  I  deny  the  judgment  of  heaving-to  a  boat  under 
her  after  square-sails,'**  retorted  Dick.  "  GiVe  her 
the  staysails,  if  you  will,  and  no  harm  done ;  but  a 
true  seaman  will  never  get  a  bagful  of  wind  between 
his  mainmast  and  his  lee-swifter,  if-s(^-be  he  knows 
his  business.  But  words  are  like  thunder,  which 
rumbles  aloft,  without  coming  down  a  spar,  as  I  have 
yet  seen ;  let  us  therefore  put  the  question  to  some 
one  who  has  been  on*  the  water,  and  knows  a  little 
of  life  and  of  ships." 

"  If  the  oldest  admiral  in  his  Majesty's  fleet  was 
here,  he  wouldn't  be  backward  in  saying  who  is  right 
and  who'^is  wrong.  I  say,  brothers,  if  there  is  a  mun 
among  you  alt  who  has  had  the  advantage  of  a  S(^a 
education,  let  him  speak,  in  order  that  the  truth  of 
this  matter  may  not  be  hid,  like  a  marlingspike  jam- 
med between  a-brace-block  and  a  blackened  yard." 

"  Here,  then,  is  the  man,"  returned  Fid ;  and, 
stretching  out  his  arm,  he  seized  Scipio  by  the  collar, 
and. drew  him,  without  ceremony,  into  the  centre  of 
the  circle,  that  had  opened  around  the  two  dispu- 
tafkts.  "  There  is  a  man  for  you,  who  has  made  one 
more  voyage  between  this  and  Africa  than  myself, 
for  the  reason  that  he  w«ls  bom  there.  Now,  answer 
as  if  you  were  hallooing  from  a  lee-earing,  S'ip,  un- 
der what  sail  would  you  heave-to  a  ship,  on  the  coast 
of  your  native  country,  with  the  dang-,r  of  a  white 
squall  at  hand?" 

"I  no  heave-'em-to,"  said  the  black,  "I  make  'em 
scud." 

"  Ay,  boy ;  but,  to  be  in  readiness  for  the  puff, 
would  you  jam  her  up  under  a  mainsail,  or  let  her 
lie  a  little  off  under  a  fore  course  ?" 
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*'  Any  fool  know  dat,''  returned  Scipio,  grumly, 
and  evidently  tired  already  of  being  thus  catechised 

"  If  you  w^ant  ^em  fall  off,  how  you'm  expect,  in 
reason,  he  do  it  under  a  main  course  ?  You  answei 
me  dat,  misser  Dick." 

"  Gentlemen,"  said  Nightingale,  looking  about  him 
with  an  air  of  great  gravity,  *^  J  put  it  to  your  Hon 
ours,  is  it  genteel  behaviour  to  brinff  a  nigger,  in  this 
out-of-the-way  fashion,  to  give  an  opmion  in  the  teeth 
of  a  white  man  ?" 

This  appeal  to  the  wounded  dignity  of  the  com- 
pany was  answered  by  a  common  murmur.  Scipio 
who  was  prepared  to  maintain,  and  would  havt 
maintained,  his  professional  Opinion,  after  his  posi 
tive  and  peculiar  manner,  against  any  disputant,  had 
not  the  heart  to  resist  so  general  an  evidence  of  the 
impropriety  of  his  presence.  Without  uttering  a 
word  in  vindication  or  apology,  he  folded  his  arms, 
and  walked  out  of  the  house,  with  the  submission 
and  meekness  of  one  who  had  been  too  long  trained 
in  humility  to  rebel.  This  desertion  on  the  part  of 
his  companion  was  not,  however,  so  quietly  acqui- 
esced in  by  Fid,  who  found  himself  thus  unexpected- 
ly deprived  of  the  testimony  of  the  black.  He  loudly 
remonstrated  against  his  retreat ;  but,  finding  it  in 
vain,  he  crammed  the  end  of  several  inches  of  to- 
bacco into  his  mouth,  swearing,  as  he  followed  the 
African,  and  keeping  his  eye,  at  the  same  time,  firm- 
ly fastened  on  his  adversary,  that,  in  his  opinion, 
"  the  lad,  if  he  was  fairly  skinned,  would  be  found 
to  be  the  whiter  man  of  the  two." 
"  The  trium}.h  of  the  boatswain  was  now  complete  ; 
•nor  was  he  at  all  sparing  of  his  exultation. 

'"  Gentlemen,*'  he  said,  addressing  himself,  with 
an  air  of  increased  confidence,  to  the  motley  audience 
who  surrounded  hihfi,  "you  see  that  reason  is  like  a 
ship  bearing  down  with  studding-sails  on  both  sides, 
leaving  a  straight  wake  and  no  favours.     Now,  I 
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BCi>im  J)OwJii^giW>r  .4o  I  topw  tvhp  ,ibe  feHo  w  js^wb^ 
has  jii6t;sb^eif0d  og^yin  tme  tx>  3ave  his  charactj^i 
Vut  this  I  >vill  say,  tibat  the  man  is  not  to  \^e  founds 
between  Boston  and  the  West  Indies,  \^ho  knov^s 
better  than  ipyselCJbow  to  make  a  ship  walk,  or  hoiw 
to  make,  her  etand  still,  provided  P^- 
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The  deep  voif:e  of  .^igbtii^le  became  iuddeqly 
hushed,  .$jo4  his  eye  :\fa8,  riy^t^,  by  a  sort  of  ea- 
^hantmei^t,  on  the  keen  glanca  of  the  stranger  in 
green,  whose  countenance .  was  now  seen  blended 
luaoiong  the;  more  vulg^ir  face$  of  the  icrowd*  « 

*vM?tyliap,"  contmaed- the  boatswain,  sw^Jlowiog 
his  word9,  in  the  surprise  of  seeing  himself  so  nn* 
expectedly  Qonfronted  by  so  impo^ng  an. eye,  "may? 
hap  .this  gentleman  has  some  .knowledge  of  the.^eai 
and  can  decide  tiie  matter  in  dispute." 

^^We  do  liotitudyj^ayaliai^tics  at  the  universities;" 
returned  the  other  biiiskly^  though  I  will  confess,  front 
the  littjetl  have  heard,  I  dm  altogetbc^r  in  fevour  of 

He  pronouftc^  the  latter  word  with  an  emphasis 
V^hich.  r^uLered  it  questionable  if  be  did  not  mean  to 
pun;  the  more  especially  as  he  threw  down  his  reck^ 
pning)  and  instantly  left  the  field  to  the  quiet  posses? 
liion  of  Nightingale.  The  latter,  after  a  short  pauses 
resumed  bis  narrative,  thou^,  either  from  weariness 
0r  some  other  cause,  it  li^as  observed  that  his  yoic« 
was  far  less  positive  than  before,  and  that  his  tale 
was  cut  prematurely  short.  After  completing  his 
narrative  and  his  grog,  he  staggered  to  the  beach, 
whither  a  boat  was  shorUy  after  despatched  to  coi1« 
vey  him  on  board  the  slup,  which,  during  all  this 
time,. h^  not  ceased  to  (be  the  constant  subject  oti 
the  suspicious  examination  of  the  good-man  Homef 
4pun.^ 

In  the  mean  while,  the  stranger  in  green  had  pur? 
sued  his  walk  along  the  main  street  of  the  town.  Fid 
had  given  chase  to  the  disconcerted  Scipio,  grum- 
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blifigas  he  went,  and  uttenng  no  rery  delicate  re- 
marks on  the  knowledge  and  seaman^p  of  the  boat- 
Bwain.  They  soon  joined  company  again,  the  formef 
changing  his  attack  to  the  negro,  whom  he  lib- 
erally abused,  for  abandoning  a  point  which  he- 
maintained  was  as  simple,  and  as  true,  as  "  that  yon 
der  bit  of  a  schoonerwould  make  more  way,  going 
wing-and-wing,  than  jammed  up  on  a  wind." 

Probably  diverted  with  the  touches  of  peculiar 
character  he  had  detected  in  this  singular  pair  of 
confederates,  or  possibly  led  by  his  own  wayward 
bumour,  the  stranger  followed  their  footsteps.  After 
turning  from  the  water,  they  mounted  a  hill,  the  lat- 
ter a  little  in  the  rear  of  his  pilots,  until  he  lost  sight 
of  them  in  a  bend  of  the  street,  or  rather  road ;  for, 
by  this  time,  they  were  past  even  the  little  suburbs 
of  the  town.  Quickening  his  steps,  the  barrister,  afs 
he  had  announced  himself  to  be,  was  glad  to  catch 
a  glimpse  of  the  two  worthies,  seated  under  a  fence, 
several  minutes  after  he  had  believed  them  lost. 
They  were  making  a  frugal  meal,  off  the  contents  of 
a  little  bag  which  tibe  white  had  borne  under  his  arm, 
and  from  which  he  now  dispensed  liberally  to  his 
companion,  who  had  taken  his  post  sufficiently  nigh 
to  proclaim  that  perfect  amity  was  restored,  though 
still  a  little  in  the  back  ground,  in  deference  to  the 
superior  condition  which  the  other  enjoyed  through 
favour  of  his  colour.  Approaching  the  spot,  the 
stranger  observed, — 

"  If  you  make  so  free  with  the  bag,  my  lads,  your 
third  man  may  have  to  go  supperle^s  to  bed." 

"Who  hails?"  said  Dick,  looking  up  from  his 
bone,  with^  expression  much  like  that  of  a  mastiff 
when  engaged  at  a  similar  employment. 

"  I  merely  Wished  to  remind  you  that  you  had 
another  messmate,"  cavalierly  returned  the  other. 

"  Will  you  take  a  cut,  brother  ?"  said  the  seaman, 
offering  the  bag,  with  the  liberality  of  a  sailor,  the 
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Ynoment  he  fancied  there  was  an  indirect  demand 
naade  on  its  contents* 

*'  You  still  mistake  my  meaning ;  on  the  wharf  you . 
had  another  companion.^^ 

**  Ay,  ay;  he  is  in  the  offing  there,  overhauling 
tibat  hit  of  a  li^t-house,  which  is  hadly  enough  ipoor- 
edf  uid^ss  they  mean  it  to  shew  the  channel  to  your 
ox-teams  and  inland  traders ;  hereaway,  gentlemen, 
vrfaere  you  see  that  pile  of  stones  which  seems  likely 
to  be  coming  down  shortly  hy-the-run." 

The  stranger  looked  in  the  direction  indicated  by 
the  other,  and  saw  the  young  mgiriner,  to  whom  he" 
bad  alluded,  standing  at  the  foot  of  a  ruined  tower, 
which  was  crumbling  under  the||^ow  operations  of 
time,  at  no  great  distance  fromttb  place  where  he 
stood.  Throwing  a  handful  of  small  change  to  the 
seamen,  he  wished  them  a  better  meal,  and  crossed 
the  fence,  with  an  apparent  intenticm  of  examining 
the  ruin  also. 

.  ^^  The  lad  IB  free  with  his  coppers,"  said  Dick, 
suspending  the  movement  of  his  teeth,  to  give  the 
stranger  another  and  a|%tfetter  look ;  ^^  but,  as  they 
will  not  ^ow  wherj^ffhas  planted  them,  SHp,  you 
inay  turn  them  oveHv  my  pocket  An  off-handed 
and  a  free-handed  cnap  that,  Afiricai^but  then  these 
law-dealers  get  all  their  pence  of  th^devil,  and  they 
aire  sicre  of  more,  when  the  shot  begins  to  run  low 
in  the  locker." 

Leaving  the  negro  to  collect  the  money,  and  to 
tpnansfer  it,  as  in  duty  bound,  to  the  hands  of  him 
who,  if  not  his  master,  was  at  all  times  ready  and 
willing  to  ex^ercise  the  authority  of  one,  we  shaU 
follow  the  stranger  in  his  walk  toward  the  tottering 
edifice.  There  was  little  about  the  ruin  itself  to  at- 
tract the  attention  of  one  who,  from  his  assertions^ 
^  had  probably  'often  enjoyed  the  opportunities  of  ex^ 
*  aminmg  &r  moi^e  iaiposing  remains  of  former  ages, 
on  the  othei;  side  of  the  Atlantic.    It  wa9  a  smail 
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cirttllar  to'v^er,  whfch  stood^o*!  rude  j^ai*s,<:oRtfect- 
ed  bj  arches,  and  might  have  been' constructed,  itt' 
the  irifency  oiF  the;  country^  as  a  place  of  defeice, 
though  it  is  far  more  probable  that  it  was  a  woife- 
d[  a  lesa  waTlike  nktu^e.     More  than  hfeiffaL  century 
after 'the  period  of  which  we  are  writing,  this  littl^ 
^ificev  peculiar  in  its  fortn,  its  rt^mous  condition, 
and  its  nfiatetiati^,  has  snddenSy  beceme  the  sttidy ' 
and  the  theme  of  that  very  leai^'ed  sort  of  ihflkidu^^ 
al,  the  American  ai^tiqtrarian.     It  is  not  ^lirffWrfng^ 
that  a  ruin  thtis  hoiToitred  should  have"  becofti€f :  the 
object  of  many  a  h6t  and  eiuflitef  ^iseussiolr.-    Whil^^ 
the  chivalrous  in  th6f  atrts  and  in  the  antiquities  oT 
the  cottntry  have  b<^  gallantly  b^knig  th^r  Itoc^es^ 
around  thfe  nloulderiWg  walls,  the  less  lAfetilicted  and  * 
the  less  zealous  have  rfegard^  the  coirtbatants  wi&^ 
the  saihe  specibsof  ^ond^i*  as'  thley  would  hhy%  man^ 
ifested  had  they  been  pi^^s^t  wfi^^  <iie  ren^wne^ 
knight  of  La  Mancha  tilted  a^nst  those  otitei*  wind^' 
inills,  so  ingenit^tisly  des^^ibed  by*  ttie  ifaniSertal  Cer- 
vahtes.  .  .       y^ 

On  rea(5hing  tWef  plafcel  tfee  stkfl%^rto  gleeii  getv^ 
his  boot  a  s^art  blow  with  thj^dihg  \¥hi|H  as  if^  t^' 
a^ract  the  aiientibh  of  the  alHr&<^t^4^  7<>^%  sailo¥4' 
aftid  freely  remarked;—  - 

"A  very  pretty  ohjttt  this^  w6iild  be^  if  covered^ 
with  ivy,  to  be  seen  pefepittg^throu^  aii  op^iiJng  ifi' 
a  wood.  But  I  beg  pardon ;  gentlemen  of  jytmrjprd-* 
fessi(MhB.ve  little  to  do  ij^^ith-  wood^  aiid  ^l^ri^blhg 
stoned.  Yondei*  is  the^to^^,^  j^ititing  40  ffiie  ttiiff 
iha«ts  of  the^Wj^  in  thfe>CRftt<*r'totrb(^tir,  ^^yoiti  \^€W 
liK>k  on ;  and  your  otily  rtiin  is  a  w^reck'f" 

"You  seekn  faifi^lliar  with  ont  tasleisVsifV"  c^ldljr^ 
returned  the  othcffL 

"It  is  by  instinct,  theri ;  ftwr  it  is  certain  I  hav^ 
had  but  little  "opportunity  of  acquiring  my  knowlfedige^ 
by  actual  (Communion  With  aiiyof  tile*— Jclofli;  ndi 
dio^  I  perc^ve  tliat  I  ana  Kk^l^  to  be  more  ferturiate' 
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Atpf^eaent  L^  us  be  itank,  my  friend,  and  talk  in 
amity :  What  do  you  see  about  this  pile  of  stones, 
tb^i^can  k^p  you  so  loi^g  from  your  study  of  yonder 
noble  and  gallant  ship  ?  V 

.  ^^  Did  it  then  surprise  you  that  a  seaman  out  of 
employment  sbo^ld  examine  a  vessel  that  he  finds 
to  his  raind,  perhaps  with  an  intention  to  ask  for 
seryice  ?" 

^^  Her  commander  must  be  a  dull  fellow,  if  he  re- 
fuse it  to  so  proper  a  lad  I  But  you  seem  to  be  too 
well  instructed  for  any  of  the  meaner  births/' 

"Births !"  repeated  the  other,  again  fastening  his 
eyes,  with  a  singular  expression,  on  the  stranger  in 
green. 

**  Births !  it  is  your  nautical  word  for  '  situation,' 
or  '  station ;'  is  it  not  ?  We  know  but  httle  of  the 
marine  vocabulary,  we  barristers ;  but  I  think  I  may 
venture  on  that  as  the  true  Doric  Am  I  justified  by 
your  authority  ?" 

"  The  word  is  certainly  not  yet  obsolete ;  and,  by 
a  figure,  it  is  as  certainly  correct  in  the  sense  yoii 
used  it"  - 

"  Obsolete !''  repeated  the  stranger  in  green,  re- 
turning the  meaning^ok  he  had  jusf  received :  "  Is 
that  the  name  of  any  part  of  a  ship  ?    Perhaps,  by 
~  JJgtire,  you  mean  figure-head  ;  and,  by  obsolete^  the 
long'-boatl" 

The  young  seaman  laughed ;  and,  as  if  this  sally 
had  broken  through  the  barrier  of  his  reserve,  hi^ 
manner  lost  much  of  its  cold  restraint  during  the  re- 
mainder of  Iheir  conference. 

•*  It  is  just  as  plain,V  he  said,  "  that  you  have  been 
'  ^t  sea,  as  it  is  that  I  have  been  at  school.  Since  we 
have  both  been  so  fortunate,  we  may  afford  to  be  gen- 
erous,.and  cease  speaking  in  parables.  For  instance, 
what  think  you  has  been  the  object  and  use  of  this 
ruin,  when  it  was  in  good  condition  ?" 

"  In  order  to  judge  of  that,^'  returned  the  stranger 
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m  green,  » iir^a^  U^nea'i^^  ^  i^m^mmt^ 
closely.     Let  uS  ascend.^  '         ■  •  i - 

^  As  he  spoke,  the  Mrri^^  iftb^fttfed;  hf  tt^  C|te?f 
ladder,  to  the  floor  which  lay  just  alSoteJ  the  croWn  <m 
the  arches,  through  which  he  passed  by  an  open  trap- 
door. His  companion  hesitated^  to  follow ;  but,  obi 
serving  that  the  othier  eiipected  hiih  at  the  suttiniit 
of  the  ladder,  and  that  he  very  kindly  pointed  out  xk 
defective  round,  he  sprang' forwlira',  and  went  up  the 
-ascent  with  the  agility  ana  steadiness  peculiair  to  his 
calling. 

"  Here  we  are !"  exclaimed  the  stiranger  in  gt^^n, 
looking  about  at  the  naked  walls,  which  were  formed 
of  such  small  and  irregular  stones  as  to  give  th^ 
building  the  appearance  of  darigetous  frailty,  "  with 
good  oaken  plank  for  our  dedk,  a^  you  would  say; 
and  the  sky  for  our  roof,  as  we  call  tile  upp^  p&l^ 
of  a  house  at  the  universities.  Now  let  us  speak  of 
things  on  the  lower  world.  A — a —  ;  I  foi^et  what 
you  said  was  yoiir  usual  appellatibn— *- 

"That  mi^t  depend  on  circumst^nctes.  T  hav^ 
been  known  by  different  names  in  different  situa^ 
lions.  However,  if  you  call  me  Wilder^  1  shall  not 
fail  to  answer."  V 

"Wilder!"  a  good  name;  thoii^,'  I  ^are  say,  it 
^buld  have  been  as  true  wer^  it  Wildone.  You 
young  ship-boys  have  the  character  of  being  a  little 
erratic  in  ybtir  humours  at  timies.  How  many  tender 
hearts  have  you  left  to  sigh  for  your  errors,  anud 
shady  bowers,  while  you  have  been  ploughing- — ^that 
is  the  word,!  believe — ploughing  the  salt-sea  ocean T" 

"  Few  sigh  for  me,"  returned  Wilder,  thoughtfully, 
though  he  evidently  began  to  chafe  a  httle  under 
this  free  ^ort  of  catechism.  "  Let  us  >k)w  rettim  to 
our  study  of  the  tower.  What  think  you  has  been 
its  object  ?" 

"  Its  present  use  is  plain,  arid  its  former  use  cail 
be  no  great  mysteiy.     It  holds  at  thm^  rftoment  t\vo 
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l^ht  hearts ;  and,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  as  many  light 
heads,  not  overstocked  v^ife  the  stores  of  wisdom. 
Formerly  it  had  its  granaries  of  com,  ^t  least,  and,  I 
doubt  net,,  certain  little  quadtupeds,  who  were  quite 
as  light  of  fingers  as  we  are  of  head  and  heart.  In 
|>lain  English)  it  has  been  a  mill;'^ 

"  Tberef  are  Hio^e  who  ttiiiik  ii  hctd  been  a  fof- 

■  "  Hurti !  The  place  mi^t  do,  at  need,'^  returned 
h^  in  green,  casting  a  rapid  and  petuliar  glance 
around  him.  "  But  mill  it  has  been,  notwithstanding 
one  fltt^ht  wish  it  a  nobler  origin.  The  wifldy  situ- 
etioa^  the  pillars  to  keep  off  the  invading  vermin, 
the  i9iape,  the  air,  the  very  complexion,  prove  it. 
Whir-r-r,  whir-r-r;  therfe  has  lieen  clatter  enou^ 
hei^  in  time  past^  I  warrant  you.  Hist !  It  is  not 
doiiey^t^l" 

-  Stepping  lightly  to  one  of  the  Jittle  perforations 
"^hi<ih  had  once  served  as  windows  to  the  tower,  he 
cautiously  thrust  his  head  through  the  opening ;  and, 
after  gazing  there  half  a  minute,  he  withdrew  it  again, 
making  a  gesture  t(&  the  attentive  Wilder  to  fee  silent. 
The  latter  complied ;  nor  was  it  long  before  the  na- 
ture of  the  interruption  was  sufficiently  explained. 

The  silvery  vbice  of  woman  wias  first  heard  at  a 
little  distance ;  and  then,  as  the  speakers  drew  nigh- 
•er,  the  souiids  arose  directly  fi^m  beneath,  within 
.the  very  shadow  of  the  tower.     By  a  sort  of  tacit 
•'  consent^  Wilder  and  the  barrister  chose  spots  favour- 
able to  the  execution  of  such  a  purpose ;  and  each 
continued,  during  the  time  the  visiters  remained  near 
the  ruin,  examining  their  persons,  unseen  themselves, 
and  We  are.s(orry  we  must  do  so  much  violence  to 
the  breeding  of  two  such  important  characters  in  our 
legend,  amused  and  attentive  listeners  also  to  their 
cont^ereation 
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'^  '  t 

CHAPTER  IV. 

^  Thej  ibol  me  tor  tfae  top  of  my  heaL^^^^MamkL 

The  party  below  consisted  of  four  indivicMals,  all 
of  whom  were  females*  Ooe  was  a  lady  in  the  de- 
cline of  her  years ;  another  was  past  the  middle  age ; 
the  third  was  on  the  very  threshold  of  what  is  called 
"  life,"  as  it  is  appUed  to  intercourse  with  the  wo^4 ; 
and  the  fourth  was  a  negress,  whof  might  have  seen 
some  five-and-twenty  revolutions  of  the  seasons. 
The  latter,  at  that  time,  and  in  that  country,  of  course 
appeared  only  in  the  character  of  a  humble,  thou^ 
perhaps  favoured  dpmestie. 

"  And  now,  my  child,  that  I  have  given  you  all 
the  advice  which  circumstances  .  and  your  own  ex- 
cellent heart  need,"  said  the  elderly  lady,  among 
the  first  words  that  were  distinctly  intelligible  to  the 
listeners,  "  I  will  change  the  ungracious  office  to  one 
more  agreeable.  You  will  tell  your  father  of  my 
continued  afiection,  and  of  the  promise  he  has  giv;en, 
that  you  are  to  return  once  again,  before  we  separate 
for  the  last  time." 

This  speech  was  addressed  to  the  younger  female, 
and  was  apparently  received  with  as  much  tender- 
ness and  sincerity  as  it  wa&*uttered.  The  one  who 
was  addressed  raised  her  eyes,  which  were  glittering 
with  tears  she  evidently  struggled  to  conceal,  and 
answered  in  a  voice  that  sounded  in  the  ears  of  the 
two  youthful  listt'.ners  like  the  notes  of  the  Syren,  so 
very  sweet  and  musical  were  its  tones. 

"  It  is  useless  to  remind  me  of  a  promise,  my  be- 
loved aunt,  which  1  have  so  much  interest  in  remei^- 
bering,"  she  said.  "  I  hope  for  even  more  than  you 
have  perhaps  dared  to  wish ;  if  my  father  does  not 
return  with  me  in  the  spring,  it  shall  not  be  for  want 
of  ui^ing  on  my  part" 
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/  *  **  Oiar  good  WyHp  will  lend  her  aid,"  returned 
tjbe  -  aunt,  ismiling  and  bowing  to  the  third  female, 
with  that  mixtiire  of  guavity  and  form  which  was 
peculiar  to  the  stately  manners  of  the  time,  and 
which  was  rarely.neglected,  when  a  superior  ad- 
4rfes8ed  .an  inferior.;  ^She  is  entitled  to  command 
sk^rn^  interest  with  General  Grayson,  from  her  fidel- 
Uy^  and  services;  v 

>  **  $he  is  entitled  to  evfery  thing  that  love  and  heart 

^p  g^veP'  exclaimed  the  niece,  with  a  haste  and 

e0i^estn^9  th^  protlaimed  how  willingly  she  wouM' 

t^dgiqxer  the  formal  pOUteness  of  the  other  by  the 

warmth  of  her  own  affectionate  mamier ;  ^^tny  fether 

Will  scarcely  refuse  her  any  thing."  • 

-     >'  And  btve:  we  the  aslhrance  of  Mii  WyHys  that 

she  will  be  in  our  interests  ?"  demanded  the  aunt, 

Wi&oUt  permitting  her  orwn  sense  of  propriety  to  be 

O^f^TP^Biiie'  by  th^  ^rOiigi^r  feelings  of  her  niece;: 

'^  Wftb  m.  {M3lweifiil  sbot  allj^^  our  league  will  be  ifivin-^ 

cible."  ^ 

^^I^a(m!^'entiindlyr^> opinion  thd  felubric^s 

sUi?  of  thifr.h^ihm  island  is  of  great  importan^^' 

t^  my  young  charge.  Madam,  tliat,  were  all  o^r 

qonstdearationa  waiting,  the  little  icas  dd  toaid  yotir 

wt9h0s  sh^l  be  sure  to  be  dohe." 

:  W"y%%  sptofce  with  dignity,  and  perhaps  with  some 

.  poi^oq  oif  that  reserve  which  distinguished  all  the' 

coiiiimjidiicatioD^  between  the  wealthy  and  high-bom 

ainita^' the' salaried  and  dependent  governess  of 

b^r  hpother%  Uc^'resk    Still  her  manner  was  gentle, 

a(nd  the  vbicei^  lik^  tiiat<  of  her  pupil,  soft'  and  strik- 

inglyrfenoiriiiieL 

"  We  miy  ttiefn  cionsid^r  the  victory  as  achieved, 
as  mjt  late  biisbi^ndithe  Rear- Adnkiral  was  accustom- 
ed to^  say.  Admiral  d«l  Labey^  my  ^ar  Mlrs  Wylly s, 
a^Q{itedtitiin  early  life  ai  a  maxim,' by  which  all  his 
futures '  cond^cl  was  governed,  and  by  adheriiig  to 
which  he  acauired  no  small  share  of  his  Drofession&d^ 
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ijeputalion,  that,  in  order  to  be  succe^ful,  it  was  onlj 
necessary  to  be  determined  one  would  be  so;— »* 
noble  and  inspiriting  rule,  and  one  that  could  not  fait 
to  lead  to  those  signal  results  which,  as\ve  all  know 
them,  I  need  not  mention." 

Wyllys  bowed  her  head,  in  acknowledgment  of  th^ 
truth  of  the  opinion,  and  in  testimony  of  the  renowrt 
of  the  deceased  Admiral ;  but  did  not  think  it  nece^ 
sary  to  make  any  reply.  Instead  of  allowing  the 
subject  to  occupy  her  mind  any  longer,  she  turned 
to  her  young  pupil,  and  observed,  speakihg  in  a  voi<^« 
and  with  a  manner  from  which  every  appearance  ^r 
ivestraint  was  banished,-r- 

"  Gertrude,  my  love,  you  will  have  pleasure  in 
returning  to  this  charming  illand,  and  to  these  cheer-  ' 
ing  sea  breezes," 

*'  And  to  my  aunt !"  exclaimed  Gertrude.  "  I  wish 
my  father  could  be  persuaded  to  dispose  of  his  estates 
in  Carolina,  and  eome  northward,  io  re^de  the  whole 
jear." 

'^  It  is  not  quite  as  ea^y  for  im  affluent  proprietor 
to  remove  as  you  may  imagine,  mf  child,"  returned^ 
Mrs  de  Lacey.  "Much  as  I  wish  that  some  such 
plan  could  be  adopted,  I  never  press  my  brother  on 
the  subject.  Besides,  I  am  not  certain,  ttiat,  if  we 
were  ever  to  make  another  change  in  the  femily,  it 
would  not  be  to  return  home  altogether.  It  is  now 
more  than  a  century,  Mrs  Wyllys,  since  the  Graysons* 
cgrni&4nto  the  colonies,  in  a  moment  of  dissatis&ction 
^with  the  government  in  England.  My  great-grand- 
(kther,  sir  Everard,  was  dbpleased  with  his  second 
son,  and  the  dissension  led  my  grandfather  to  the 
province  of  Carolina.  But,  as  the  breach  has  long 
,  since  been  healed,  I  often  think  my  brother  and  my- 
self may  yet  r^uoi  to  the  halls  of  our  ancestors. 
Much  will,  however,  depend  on  the  manner  in  which 
we  dispose  of  oUr  treasure  on  this  siiie  of  the  At- 
lantic," 
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As  the  rieally  well-meaning,  though,  perhaps,  a  • 
*^tle  too  much  self-satisfied  lady  concluded  her  re- 
^rk,  she  glanced  her  eye  at  the  perfectly  uncon- 
scious subject  of  the  close  of  her  speech.    Gertrude 
had,  as  usual,  when  her  aunt  chose  to  favour  her 
governess  with  any  of  her  family  reminiscences, 
turned  her  head  aside,  and  was  now  offering  her 
cheek,  burning  with  health,  and  perhaps  a  little  with 
shame,  to  the  cooling  influence  of  the  evening  breeze. 
The  Instant  the  voice  of  Mrs  de  Lacey  had  ceased, 
slie  turned  hastily  to  her  companions ;  and,  pointing 
to  a  noble-looking  ship,  whose  masts,  as  it  lay  in  the 
inner  harbour,  were  seen  rising  above  the  roofs  of 
the  town,  she  exclaimed,  as  if  glad  to  change  the 
ficibject  in  any  manner, — 

"And  yonder  gloomy  prison  is  to  be  our  home, 
dear  Mrs  Wyllys,  for  the  next  month !" 

"  I  hope  your  dislike  to  the  sea  has  magnified  the 
time,"  mildly  returned  her  governess ;  "  the  passage 
between  this  place  and  Carolina  has  been  often  made 
in  a  shorter  period." 

"  That  it  has  been  so  done,  I  can  testify,"  resumed 
the  Admiral's  widow,  adhering  a  little  pertinacious- 
ly to  a  train  of  thoughts,  which,  once  thoroughly 
awakened  in  her  bosom,  was  not  easily  diverted  into 
another  channel,  "  since  my  late  estimable  and  (I 
feel  certain  all  who  hear  me  will  acquiesce  when  I 
add)  gallant  husband  once  conducted  a  squadron  of 
his  Royal  Master,  from  one  extremity  of  his  Majesty's 
American  dominions  to  the  other,  in  a  time  less  than 
that  named  by  njy  niece:  It  may  have  made  some 
difference  in  his  speed  that  he  was  in  pursuit  of  the 
enemies  of  his  King  and  country,  but  still  the  fact 
proves  that  the  voyage  can  be  made  within  the 
month." 

"•  There  is  that  dreadful  Henlopcn,  with  its  sandy 
dhoals  and  shipwrecks  on  one?  h&nd,  and  that  stream 
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th^  call  the  Golf  qh  tiieotherf'  ^xdaimed  ^S^^ 
trude,  with  a  shudder,  aiiid  a  burst  of  natural  fem^ 
terror,  which  makes  timidity  sometimes  attractive; 
when  exhibited  in  the  person  of  youth  and  beattly. 
*'  If  it  Mrere  dot  foi*  Hfenlopen^  and  its  gales,  «nd  it* 
shoals,  and  its  gulfs,  I  couUl  think  only  of  tiie  pleasure 
of  meeting  my  father." 

Mrs  Wyllys^  who  never  ^icouraged  her  j)upil  in 
those  natural  weaknesses,  however  pretty  and  be 
coming  they  might  appear  to  other  eyes,  Ibarhed  with 
a  steady  Jnien  to  the  young  lady,  as  she  remarked', 
with  a  bi*eyity  and  decision  that  were  intdnde^  to  put 
the  question  of  fear  at  rest  for  ever,— 

^'  If  all  the  dangers  you  appear  to  apprehend  ex*- 
isted  in  reality,  the  passage  would  not  be  made  daily;, 
or  even  hourly,  in  safety.  You  have  often.  Madam, 
come  from  the  Carolinas  by  sea,  in  company  with 
Adrtiiral  de  Lacey  ?" 

"  Never,"  the  widow  promptly  and  a  little  drily 
rema;rked.  "The  water  has  not  agreed  with  my 
constitution,  and  1  have  never  h^lected  to  journey 
by  land.  But  then  you  know,  Wyllys,  as  the  con- 
sort and  relict  of  a  flag-officer,  it  was  not  seemly 
that  I  should  be  ignorant  of  naval  science.  I  believe 
there  are  few  ladies  in  the  British  empire  who  are 
more  familiar  with  ships,  either  singly  or  in  squads 
ron,  particularly  the  latter,  than  myself.  This  in* 
formation  I  hate  naturally  acquired,  as  the  compan-> 
ion  of  an  officer,  whose  fortune  it  was  to  lead  fleetsi 
I  presume  these  are  matters  of  which  you  are  pro- 
foundly ignorant" 

The  calm,  dignified  countenance  of  Wyllys,  on 
which  it  would  seem  as  if  long  cherished  and  painful 
recollections  had  left  a  settled,  but  mild  expression 
of  sorrow,  that  rather  tempered,  than  destroyed  the 
traces  of  character  which  were  still  remarkable  in 
her  firm -collected .j^^. became  clouded,  for  a  mo- 
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*  tbent,  with  a  deeper  shade  of  melancholy.  After 
hesitating,  as  if  willing  to  change  the  subject,  she 
replied, —    ' 

'^  1  have  not  been  altogether  a  stranger  to  the  sea. 
It  has  been  my  lot  to  have  made  many  long,  and 
some  perilous  voyages." 

"  As  a  mere  passenger.  But  we  wives  of  sailors 
only,  among  our  sex,  can  lay  claim  to  any  real 
knowledge  of  the  noble  profession  !  What  natural 
object  is  there,  or  can  there  be,"  exclaimed  the  nau- 
tical dowager,  in  a  burst  of  professional  enthusiasm, 
"  finer  than  a  stately  ship  breasting  the  billows,  as  I 
have  heard  the  AdmiraJ  say  a  thousand  times,  its 
taffrail  ploughing  the  main,  and  its  cut-water  gliding 
after,  like  a  sinuous  serpent  pursuing  its  shining 
wake,  as  a  livmg  creature  choosing  its  path  on  the 
land,. and  leaving  the  bone  under  its  fore-foot,  a  bea- 
con for  those  that  follow?  I  know  not,  my  dear 
Wyllys,  if  I  make  myself  intelligible  to  you,  but,  to 
my  instructed  eye,  this  charming  descripdop  conveys 
^  a  picture  of  all  that  is  grand  and  beautiful !" 

The  latent  smile,^  on  the  countenance  of  the  gov- 
erness, might  have  betrayed  that  she  was  imagining 
the  deceased  Admiral  had  not  been  altogether  devoid 
of  the  waggery  of  his  vocation,  had  not  a  slight  noise, 
which  sounded  like  the  rusthng  of  the  wind,  but 
which  in  truth  was  suppressed  laughter,  proceeded 
from  the  upper  room  of  tlie  tower.  The  words,  "  It 
is  lovely !"  were  still  on  the  lips  of  the  youtliful 
Gertrude,  who  saw  all  the  beauty  of  the  picture  her 
aunt  had  essayed  to  describe,  without  descending' to 
the  humble  employment  of  verbal  criticism.  But 
her  voice  became  hushed,  and  her  attitude  that  of 
startled  attention: — 

"  Did  you  hear  nothing?"  she  said. 

"  The  rats  have  not  yet  altogether  deserted  the 
mill,"  w<^  the  calm  reply  of  Wyllys. 

Vol.  I.  F 
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"  Mill  ^  my  3ear  Mrs  Wyllys,  will  you  persist  in 
calling  this  picturesque  ruin  a  mill?'^'^ 

"  However  fatal  it  may  be  to  its  charnas,  in  the 
eyes  of  eighteen,  I  must  call  it  a  milL^'* 

"  Ruins  are  not  so  plenty  in  this  country,  my  dear 
governess,"  returned  her  pupil,  laughing,  while  the 
ardour  of  her  eye  denoted  how  serious  she  was  in 
defending  her  iavourite  opinion,  "  as  to  justify  us  in 
robbing  them  of  any  little  claims  to  interest  they  may 
happen  to  possess." 

"  Then,  happier  is  the  country !  Ruins  in  a  land 
are,  like  most  of  the  signs  of  decay  in  the  human 
form,  sad  evidences  of  abuses  and  passions,  .which 
have  hastened  the  inroads  of  time.  These  provinces 
are  like  yourself,  my  Gertrude,  in  their  freshness  and 
tlieir  youth,  and,  comparatively,  in  their  innocence 
also.  Let  us  hope  for  both  a  long,  an  useful,  and  a 
happy  existence." 

"  Thank  you  for  myself,  and  for  my  country ;  but 
still  I  can  never  admit  this  picturesque  ruin  has  been 
a  miliy 

"  Whatever  it  may  have  been,  it  has  long  occupied 
its  present  place, and  has  the  appearance  of  continu- 
ing where  it  is  much  longer,  which  is  more  than  can 
be  said  of  our  prison,  as  you  call  yonder  stately  ship, 
in  which  we  are  so  soon  to  embark.  Unless  my  eyes 
deceive  me,  Madam,  those  masts  are  moving  slowly 
jpast  the  chimnies  of  the  town." 

"  You  are  very  right,  Wyllys.  The  seamen  are 
towing  the  vessel  into  the  outer  harbour,  where  they 
will  warp  her  fast  to  ther  anchors,  and  thus  secure 
her,  until  they  shall  be  ready  to  unmake  1;heir  sails, 
in  order  to  put  to  sea  in  the  morning.  This  is  a 
maneeuvre  often  performed,  and  one  which  the  Ad- 
miral has  so  clearly  explained,  that  I  should  find  little 
difficulty  in  superintending  it  in  my  own  person, 
were  it  suitable  to  my  sex  and  station." 
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*'  This  is,  then,  a  hint  that  all  our  own  prepara- 
tions are  not  completed.  However  lovely  this,  spot 
may  seem,  Gertrude,  we  must  now  leave  it,  for  some 
tbonths  at  least." 

"  Yes,"  continued  Mrs  de  Lacey,  slowly  following 
the  footsteps  of  the  governess,  who  had  already  mov- 
ed from  beneath  the  ruin ;  "  whole  fleets  have  often 
been  towed  to  their  anchors,  and  there  warped,  wait- 
ing for  wind  and  tide  to  serve.  None  of  our  sex- 
know  the  dangers  of  the  Ocean,  but  we  who  have 
been  bound  in  the  closest  of  all  ties  to  oflicers  of 
rtink  and  great  service ;  and  none  others  can  ever 
truly  enjoy  the  real  grandeur  of  the  ennobling  pro- 
fession. A  chaining  object- is  a  vessel  cutting  the 
\^aves  with  her  tafirail,  and  chasing  her  wake  on  the 
trackless  waters,  like  a  courser  that  ever  keeps  in 
his  path,  though  dashing  madly  on  at  the  very  top  of 
his  speed  ! — " 

The  reply  of  Mrs' Wyllys  was  not  audible  to  the 
covert  listetiers.  Gertrude  had  followed  her  com- 
panions ;  but,  when  at  some  little  distance  from  the 
tower^  she  paused,  to  tske  a  parting  look  at  its  moul- 
defring  walls.  A  j^irbfound  stillness  succeeded  for 
more  than  a  minute. 

"  Thei^  is  something  in  that  ^ile  of  stones,  Cas- 
pkndra,''  she  said  to  tliig  jet-black  maiden  at  her  el- 
bow, "that  cbuld  niake  me  v^ish  it  had  been  some- 
thing more  than  a  mill." 

"There  riat  in  'em,"  returned  the  literal  and  sim 
j5le-mnided  black;  "you  hear  what  Misse  Wyllys 
say  V\ 

Gertrude  turned,  laughed,  patted  the  dark  cheek 
at  her  attendant,  with  fingers  tha*"  looked  like  snow 
by  the  contrast,  as  if  to  chide  her  for  wishing  to  de- 
stroy the  pleasing  illusion  she  would  so  gladly  har- 
bour, and  then  bounded  down  the  hill  after  her  aunt 
a^d  governess,  like  a  joyous  and  youthful  Atalanta. 

The  two  singularly  consorted  listeners  in  the  tow- 
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er  stood  gazing,  at  their  respective  look-outs,  so  long 
as  the  smallest  glimpse  of  the  flowing  rohe  of  her 
light  form  was  to  be  seen ;  and  then  they  turned  to 
each  other,  and  stood  confronted,  the  eyes  of  each 
endeavouring  to  read  the  expression  of  his  neigh- 
bour's countenance. 

t'  I  am  ready  to  make  an  affidavit  before  my  Lord 
High  Chancellor,"  suddenly  exclaimed  the  barrister, 
"  that  this  has  never  been  a  mill  1" 

"  Your  opinion  has  undeigqne  a  sudden  change  !" 

"  I  am  open  to  conviction,  as  I  hope  to  be  a  judge. 
The  cas0  has  been  ai^ed  by  a  powerful  advocate, 
and  I  have  lived  to  see  my  error. ^ 

"  And  yet  there  are  rats  in  the  place.'' 

"  Land  rats,  or  water  rats  ?"  quickly  demanded 
the  other,  giving  his  companion  one  of  those  startling 
and  searching  glances,  which  his  keen  eye  had  so 
freely  at  command. 

•  ^'  Both,  I  believe,"  was  the  dry  and  caustic  reply ; 
"certainly  the  fomaer,  or  the  gentlenien  of  the  long 
robe  are  much  injured  by  report." 

The  barrister  laughed ;  nor  did  his  temper  appear 
in  the  slightest  degree  ruffled  at  so  free  an  allusion  at 
his  learned  and  honourable  profession. 

'^  You  gentlemen  of  the  Ocean  have  such  an  hon- 
est and  amusing  frankness  about  you,"  he  said,  "that 
I  vow  to  God  you  are  overwhelming.  I  am  a  down-; 
right  admirer  of  your  noble  calling,  and  something, 
skilled  in  its  terms.  What  spectacle,  for  instance, 
can  be  finer  than  a  noble  ship  '  stemming  the  waves 
with  her  taffrail,'  and  chasing  her  wake,  like  a  racer 
on  the  course !" 

"  Leaving  the  '  bone  in  her  mouth'  undec  her  stern, 
as  a  light-house  for  all  that  come  after !" 

Then,  as  if  they  found  singular  satisfaction  in 
dwelling  on  these  images  .of  the  worthy  relict  of  {lie 
gallant  Admiral,  they  broke  out  simultaneously  into 
a  fit  of  clamorous  merriment^  that  caused  the  old 
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fitifi  to  rfeg,-s(i  irt  its  West  dajTS  ofitiii^  power.  The 
barristfer  was  the  flrtt  tb  regain  hfe  self  command,  for 
the  mirth  of  the  yoniig  mariner  was  joyous,  and 
without  ^1^  least  reSftraint. 

"But  ^fe^i^  dangerous  ground  for  ahy  but  a  sea- 
man ^s  widow  to  touch,"  the  former  observed,  as  sud- 
denly causing  his  laughter  to  cease  as  he  had  admit- 
ted of  its  indulgence.  "  The  younger,  she"  who  is  no 
lover  of  a  mill,  is  a  rare  and  lovely  creature !  it 
wcMoids  seei»  that  she  is  thd  niece  of  the  nautical 

The  young  mariner  ceased  laughing  in  his  turn, 
as  though  h6  were  suddenly  convinced  of  the  glaring 
impropriety  of  making  so  near  a  relative  of  the  fair 
vision  he  had  seen  the  subject  of  his  merriment. 
Whatever  might  have  been  his  secret  thoughts,  he 
was  content  with  replying, —     _ 

"  She  so  declared  herself." 

"  Tell  me,"  said  the  barrister,  walking  close  to  the 
other,  like  one  who  communicated  an  important  se- 
cret in  the  question,  "  was  there  not  something  re- 
markable, searching,  extraordinary,  heart-touching, 
in  the  voice  of  her  they  called  Wyllys  ?" 

"  Did  you  note  it  ?" 

"  It  sounded  to  me  like  the  tones  of  an  oracle — 
the  whimperings  of  fancy — ^the  very  words  of  truth! 
It  was  a  strange  and  persuasive  voice  1" 

"  I  confess  I  felt  its  influence,  and  in  a  way  for 
which  I  cannot  account!" 

"  It  amounts  to  infatuation !"  returned  (J*e  barris- 
ter, pacing  up  and  down  the  little  apartiiieht,  Wery 
trace  of  humour  and  irony  having  disappeared  in  a 
look  of  settled  and  abstracted  care.  His  companion 
appeared  little  disposed  to  interrupt  his  meditations, 
but  stood  leaning  against  the  naked  walls,  himself 
the  subject  of  deep  and  sorrowful  reflection.  At 
length  the  former  shook  oflf  his  air  of  thought,  with 
that  startling  quickness  which  seemed  common  td 

F2 
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hift  manner;  he  a^roacbed  a  whujowr and,  dircctr 
ing  the  attentiox^  of  Wilder  to  the  ship  in  the  outer 
harbour,  abruptly  demanded,— 

"  Has  all  your  interest  in  yon  vessel  ceased  V- 

"  Far  from  it ;  it  is  just  such  a  boat  as  a  seaman's 
eye  most  loves  to  study !"  , 

"  Will  you  venture  to  board  her  ?" 

"At  this  hour?  alone?  I  know  not  her  command- 
er,  or  her  people."   • 

"  Th^re  are  other  hours  beside  this,  and  a.  sailor 
is  certain  of  a  franlc  reception  from  his  messiJates/' 

"  These  slavers  are  not  always  willing  to  be  board- 
ed; they  carry  arms,  and  know  how  to  keep  stran- 
gers at  a  distance." 

"Are  there  no  watch-words,  in  the  masonry  of 

your  trade,  by  which  a-  brother  is  kno\yn  ?    Such 

terms  as  '  stemming  the  waves  with  the  taffrail,'  for 

instance,  or  some  c^those  knowing  phrases  we  have 

-lately  heard  ?"  ' 

Wilder  kept  his  own  keen  look  on  the  counte- 
nance of  the  other,  as  he  thus  questioued  him,  and 
seemed  to  ponder  long  before  he  ventured  on  a 
reply. 

"  Why  do  you  demand  all  this  of  me  ?"  he  coldly 
asked. 

"  Because,  as  I  believe  that '  faint  heart  never  won 
fair  lady,'  so  do  I  believe  that  indecision  never  won 
a  ship.  You  wish  a  situation,  you  say;  and,  if  I  were 
an  Admiral,  I  would  make  you  my  flag-captain.  At 
'  the  assizes,  when  we  wish  a  brief,  we  have  our 
mannerjof  letting  the  thing  be  known.  But  per- 
haps I  am  talking  too  much  at  random  for  an  utter 
stranger.  You  will  however  remember,  that,  though 
it  is  the  advice  of^  lawyer,  it  is  given  gratuitously." 

"  And  is  it  the  more  to  be  relied  on  for  such  ex- 
traordinary liberality  ?" 

"  Of  that  you  must  judge  for  yourself,"  said  the 
stranger  in  green,  very  deliberately  putting  his  foot 
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&n  the  ladder,  and  descending,  until  no  part  of  his 
person  but  his  he^d  was  seen.  '/Here  I  go,  Uterally 
cutting  the  waves  with  my  taffrail,'^  he  added,  as  he 
descended  backwards,  and  seeming  to  take  great 
pleasure  in  laying  particular  emphasis  on  the  words. 
"Adieu,  my  friend;  if  we  do  not  meet  again,  I  en- 
join you  never  to  forget  the  rats  in  the  Newport 
ruin." 

He  disappeared  as  he  concluded,  and  in  another 
instant  his  light  form  was  on  the  ground.  Turning 
with  the  most  admirable  coolness,  he  gave  the  bottom 
of  the. ladder  a  trip  with  one  of  his  feet,  and  laid  the 
only  means  of  descent  prostrate  on  the  earth.  Then, 
looking  up  at  the  wondering  Wilder,  he  nodded  his 
head  familiarly,  repeated  his  adieu,  and  passed  with 
a  swift  step  from  beneath  the  arches. 

"  This  is  extraordinary  conduct,"  muttered  Wil- 
der, who  was  by  the  process  left  a  prisoner  in  the 
ruin.  After  ascertainmg  that  a  fall  from  the  trap 
might  endanger  his  legs,  the  ^young  sailor  ran  to  one 
of  the  windows  of  the  place,  in  order  to  reproach 
his  treacherous  comrade,  or  indeed  to  assure  himself 
that  he  was  serious  in  thus  deserting  him.  The  bar- 
rister was  already  out  of  hailing  distance,  and,  before 
Wilder  had  time  to  decide  on  what  course  to  take, 
Jiis  active  footsteps  had  led  him  into  the  skirts  of  the 
town,  among  thq  buildings  of  whkh  his  person  became 
immediately  lost  to  the  eye. 

.During  all  the  time  occupied  by  the  foregoing 
scenes  and  dialogue.  Fid  and  the  negro  had  been  dil- 
igently discussing  the  contents  of  the  bag,  under  the 
fence  where  they  were  last  seen.  As  the  appetite  of 
the  former  became  appeased,  his  didactic  disposition 
returned,  and,  at  the  precise  moment  when  Wilder 
was  left  alone  in  the  tower,  he  was  intently  engaged 
in  admonishing  the  black  on  the  delicate  subject  of 
behaviour  in  mixed  society. 

"  And  so  you  see,  Guinea,"  he  concluded,  "  in  or- 
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der  to  keep  a  weather-helm  in  company,  you  art 
never  to  throw  all  ?iba*ck,  and  go  stern  foremost  out 
of  a  dispute,  as  you  have  this  daj^  seen  fit  to  do. 
According  to  my  rarning,  thact  Master  Nightingale  is 
better  in  a  bar-room  than  in  a  squall ;  and  if  you  had 
just  lufied-up  on  his  quarter,  when  yoti  saw  me  lay 
mg  myself  athwart  his  hawse  in  the  argurtient,  you 
see  we  should  have  given  him  a  regular  jam  in  the 
discourse,  and  then  the  fellow  would  'have  been 
shamed  in  the  eyes  of  all  the  by-stand  ers.  Who 
hails?  what  cook  is  sticking  his  neighbour's  pig 
now?'' 

"  Lor' !  Misser  Fid,"  cried  the  black,  "  here  ma&- 
ser  Harry,  wid  a  head  out  of  port-hole,  up  dereaway 
in  a  light-house,  singing-out  like  a  marine  in  a  boat 
wid  a  plug  outi" 

"  Ay,  ay,  let  him  alone  for  hailing  a  top-gallant 
yard,  or  a  flying-jib-boom !  The  lad  has  a  voice  like 
a  French  horn,  when  he  has  a  mind  to  tune  it !  And 
what  the  devil  is  he  manning  the  guns  of  that  weath- 
er-beaten wreck  for  ?  At  all  events,  if  he  has  to  fight 
his  craft  alone,  there  is  no  one  to  blame  but  himself, 
since  he  has  gone  to  quarters  without  beat  of  drum, 
or  without,  in  any  other  manner,  seeing  fit  to  mu§te^ 
his  people." 

As  Dick  and  the  negro  had  both  been  making  the 
best  of  their  way  towards  the  ruin,  from  tlie  moment 
they  discovered  the  situation  of  their  friend,'  by  this 
time  they  were  within  speaking  distance  of  the  spot 
itself.  Wilder,  in  those  brief,  pithy  tones  that  dis- 
•  tinsjuish  the  manner  in  which  a  sea  officer  issues  his 
orders,  directed  them  to  raise  the  ladder.  When  he 
wa^'  liberated,  he  demanded,  with  a  sufficiently  sig- 
nificant air,  if  they  had  observed  the  direction  in 
which  the  stranger  in  green  had  made  his  retreat  ? 

"  Do  you  mean  the  chap  in  boots,  who  was  fdr 
shoving  his  oar  into  another  man's  rullock,  a  bit  ago, 
on  the  small  matter  of  wharf,  hereaway,  in  a  range, 
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oyer  yonder,  house,  bringing  the  north-east  chimney 
to  bear  in  a  line,  with  the  mizen-top-gallant-mast- 
head  of  that  ship  they  are  warping  into  the  stream?" 

"  The  very  same." 

"  He  made  a  slant  on  the  wind  until  he  had  weath- 
ered yonder  bit  of  a  barn,  ^nd  then  he  tacked  and 
stretched  away  off  here  to  the  east-and-byrsouth, 
going  large,  and  with  studding  sails  alow  and  aloft, 
as  I  think,  for  he  made  a  devil  of  a  head-way." 

"  Follow,"  cried  Wilder,  starting  forward  in  the 
direction  indicated  by  Fid,  without  waiting  to  hear 
any  more  of  the  other's  characteristic  explanations. 

The  search,  however,  was  vain.  Although  they 
continued  their  inquiries  until  long  after  the  sun  had 
set,  no  one  could  give  them  the  smallest  tidings  of 
what  had  become  of  the  stranger  in  green.  Some 
had  see#him,  and  marvelled  at  his  singular  costume, 
and  bold  and  wandering  look ;  but,  by  all  accounts, 
he  h?id  disappeared  from  the  town  as  strangely  and 
mysteriously  as  he  had  entered  it. 

> 

CHAPTER  V. 

*♦  Are  you  so  brave  ?  I'll  have  yKU  talked  with  anon." 

Cbriolantis. 

T&E  good  people  of  the  town  6f  l^i^wport  sought 
their  re^  at  an  early  hour.  They  wene  remarkable 
for  that  temperance  and  discretion  which,  even  to 
this  day,  distingpish  the  manners  of  the  inhabitants 
of  New-England.  By  ten,  the  door  of  every  house 
in  the  place  was  closed  for  the  night;  and  it  is  quite 
probable,  that,  before  another  hour  had  passed, 
scarcely  an  eye  was  open,  among  all  those  which, 
throughout  the  day,  had  been  sufficiently  alert,  not 
only  to  superintend  the  interests  of  their  proper 
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owners,  but  to  spare  some  wholesome  glahces  at  tile 
concerns  of  the  rest  of  the  neighbourhood. 

The  lahdTord  of  the  "  Foul  Anchor,"  as  the  inn, 
where  Fid  and  Nightingale  had  so  nearly  come  to 
blows,  was  called,  scrupulously  closed  his  doors  at 
eight ;  a  sort  of  expiation,  by  which  he  endeavoured 
to  atone,  wliile  he  slept,  for  any  moral  peccadillos 
that  he  might  have  committed  during  the  day.  In- 
deed, it  was  to  be  observed  as  a  rule,  that  those  wh6 
had  the  most  difficulty  in  maintaining  their  good 
name,  on  the  score  of  temp^erancie  and  moderation, 
were  the  mOst  rigid  in  wimdrawirig,  in  season,  frorti 
the  daily  cares  of  th6  world.  The  AdmiraPs  widow 
had  ^veii  no  little  scandal,  in  her  time,  because  lights 
Vere  so'oflen  seen  burning  in  her  house  long  after 
the  hour  ptesctibed  by  custom  for  their  extinction. 
Indeed,  there  were  serveral  other  little  parnculars  in 
which  this  good  kdy  had  rendered  herself  obnoxious 
to  the  whispered  remarks  of  sotne  of  her  female  visit- 
ants. An  Episcopalian  hei*self,  she  was  always  ob- 
served to  be  employed  with  her  needle  on  the  evenings 
of  Saturdays,  thojfgh  By  no  means  distinguished  for 
her  ordinary  industry.  It  wa^,  however,  a  sort  of  man- 
ner the  good  lady  had  of  exhibiting  her  adherence 
to  the  belief  that  the  jjight  of  Sunday  was  the  ortho- 
dox evening  of  the  Sabbath.  On  this  subject  there 
was,  in  truths  a  species  of  silent  warfare  between 
hersdf  ahd  the  wife  cff  the  principal  clergy inan  of 
the  town;  It  resulted,  ha^ppily,  in  no  very  striking 
mark^  of  hostility.  The  latter  was  content  to  retal- 
iate, by  bringitig  her  work,  oh  the  evenings  of  Sun- 
days, to  the  house  of  die' dovyrager,  and  occasionally 
interrupting  their  discourse,  by  a  diligent  application 
•of  the  nieedle  for  some  fiVe  or  six  minutes  at  a  time. 
Against  this'  contamination  Mrs  de  Lacey  took  no 
other  precaution  than  to  play  with  the  leaves  of  a 
ptBLjtt  book,  precisely  on  llie  principle  thkt  one 
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i|ses  holy  water  to  keep  the  devil  at  that  distance 
which  the  Church  has  considered  safest  for  its  pros- 
elytes. 

Let  these  matters  be  as  they  would,  by  ten  o'clock 
on  the  night  of  the  day  our  tale  commences,  the 
town  of  Newport  was  as  still  as  though  it  did  not 
contain  a  living  soul.  Watchmen  there  were  none  ; 
for  roguery  Jhad  not  yet  begun  to  thrive  openly  in 
the  provinces.  When,  therefore,  Wilder  and  his 
two  companions  issued,  at  that  hour,  from  their 
place  of  retirement  into  the  empty  streets,  they 
found  them  as  still  as  if  man  had  never  trod  there. 
Not  a  candle  was  to  be  seen,  nor  the  smallest  evi- 
denpe  of  human  life  to  be  heard.  It  would  seem 
pur  adventurers  knew  their  errand  well ;  for,  instead 
of  knocking  up  any  of  the  drowsy  publicans  to  de- 
mand admission,  they  held  their  way  steadily  to  the 
water's  side ;  Wilder  leading,  Fid  coming  next,  and 
Scipio,  in  cojiformity  to  all  usage,  bringing'  up  tlie 
rear,  in  his  ordinary,  quiet,  submissive  mannen 

At  the  margin  of  the  water  they  found  several 
small  boats,  moored  under  the  shelter,  of  a  neigh- 
bouring wharf.  Wilder  gave  his  companions  their 
directions,  and  walked  to  a  place  convenient  for 
embarking.  After » waiting  the  necessary  time,  the 
bows  of  two  boats  came  to  the  land  at  the  same 
moment,  one  of  which  was  governed  by  the  hands 
of  the  negro,  and  the  other  by  those  of  Fid. 

"How's  this?"  demanded  Wilder;  "Is  not  one 
enough  ?  There  is  some  mistake  between  you." 

"No  mistake  at  all,"  responded  Dick,  sufferiiig 
his  oar  to  float  on  its  blade,  and  running  his  fingers 
into  his  hair,  as  if  he  was  content  with  his  achieve- 
ment; "no  more  mistake  than  there  is  in  taking  the 
sun  on  a  clear  day  and  in  smooth  water.  Guinea 
is  in  the  boat  you  hired;  but  a  bad  bargain  you 
made  of  it,  as  I  thought  at  the  time ;  and  so,  as 
better  late  than  never'  is  my  rule,  1  have  just  been 
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casting  an  eye  over  all  the  craft ;  if  this  is  not  the 
tightest  and  fastest  rowing  clipper  of  to^  all,  ttien 
am  I  no  judge ;  and  yet  d)e.i||^|i|||^^  tell 

you,  if  he  were  here,  that  my  (atherwas  a  boat- 
builder,  ay,  and  swear  it  too ;  that  is  to  say,  if  you 
paid  him  well  for  the  same." 

"Fellow,'"  returned  Wilder,  angrily,  "you  will 
one  day  induce  nie  to  ^jirn  yon  adrift.  Return  the 
boat  to  the  place  where  you  found  it,  and  see  it  se- 
cured in  the  same  manner  as  before." 

"  Turn  me  adrift !"  deliberately  repeated  Fid, 
"  that  would  be  cutting  all  your  weather  lanyards  at 
one  blow,  master  Harry.  Little  good  would  come 
of  Scipio  Africa  and  you,  after  I  should  part  compa- 
ny. Have  you  ever  fairly  logg'd  the  time  we  have 
sailed  together?" 

"  Ay,  have  I ;  but  it  is  possible  to  break  even  a 
friendship  of  twenty  years." 

"  Saving  your  presence,  master   Harry,  Til   be 

d d  if  I  believe  any  such  thing.    Here  is  Guinea, 

,  who  is  no  better  than  a  nigger,  and  therein  far  from 
being  a  fitting  messmate  to  a  white  man ;  but,  being 
used  to  look  at  his  black  face  for  four-and-twenty 
years,  d'ye  see,  the  colour  has  got  into  my  eye,  and 
nov^r  it  suits"  as  well  as  another.  Then,  at  sea,  in  a 
dark  night,  it  is  not  so  easy  a  matter  to  tell  the  dif- 
ference. No,  no,  1  am  not  tired  of  you  yet^  master 
Harry  ;  and  it  is  no  trifle  that  shall  part  us." 

"  Then,  abandon  your  habit  of  making  free  with 
thCvproperty  of  others." 

"  I  abandon  nothing.  No  man  can  say  he  ever 
knowed  me  to  quit  a  deck  while  a  plank  stuck  to 
the  beams ;  and  shall  I  abandon,  as  you  call  it,  my 
rights  ?  What  is  the  mighty  matter,  that  all  hands 
must  be  called  to  see  an  old  sailor  punished  ?  You 
gave  a  lubberly  fisherman,  a  fellow  who  has  never 
been^in  deeper  water  than  his  own  line  will  sound, 
vou  gave  him,  T  say,  a  glittering  Spaniard,  just  for  the 


us»w  ii  a  bit  of  a  ddfi*  fpr  the  u^gbt^  or^  ^ayhftp,  for  .a> 
sm&  i  reac^intatitke  inornmg.  Weil,  what  does  Dick 
do?  He  s^JB  to  huaaself — ^for  dr- — e  if  he's  aay 
blab  it)  run  round  a  ship  grumbling  at  his  ofiif>er-T-:: 
so,  he  just  3aus  to  hinpi^eli^  ^That^&  too  OMich;^  and 
he  looks  kbout,  to  find  the  wor^h  ^  it  in  sokne  of  thi^i 
fisbermaii^s  neighbourst  M^9€^X  ^^^  ^^  eaiei^ ;  acd, 
what  is  bet-^er,  it  loajf  be  drunk ;  therefore,  it  i$  iH>i 
to  be.  pitched  overboard  with  the  cook^s  ashes.  I^fl 
warraLi  me,  if  tihe  truth  could  be  fairly  come  hy^  it> 
would  be  ibuud,  that,  as  to  the  owners  of  this  here) 
yawl,  and  that  tLere  skiif^  their  mothers  are  covtsii^, 
and  that  the  dolk  r  will  go  in  snuff  and  strong  drink 
among  the  whok  fiunily-HSQ,  Ho  ^reat  harm  done, 
aiier  all." 

Wilder  made  ai.  impatiei^t  geM;ure  to  the  other  tcx: 
obey,  and  walked  v.^  me  bank,  while  be  had  time  to? 
comply.  Fid  nevt  r  disputed  a  positive  and  distinct 
order,  though  he  Oilen  tp<^  so  much  discretionary 
latitude  ia^cecuting  those  which  were  less  precise. 
He  did  not  hesitate>  therefore,  to  return  the  boat ; 
but  he  did  not  carr}  Im  subordination  so  far  as  to 
do  it  without  complaiBt.  When  this  act  of  justice 
was  performed,  Wilder  entered  the  skiff;  and,  see- 
ing that  his  companions  were  seated  at  theiir  Qars,  he 
bade  them  to  pull  down  the  harbour,  admonishing 
them,  at  the  same  time,  to  make  as  little  noise  as 
.  possible. 

"  The  night  I  rowed  you  into  Louisbourg,  a-recon- 

noitriog,"  Said  fid,  thrusting  his  left  hand  into  his-^ 

bosom,  while,  with  his  right,  he  applied  sufficient 

force  to  the  light  oar  to  make  the  skiff  glide  swiftly 

oyer  the  water- — ^"  that  night  we  muffled  every  thing, ; 

even  to  our  tongues.   When  there  is  occasion  to  put. 

stoppers  QXL  the  mouths  of  a  boat's  crew,  why,  I'm 

not  the  man  to  gainsay  it;  but, as  I  am  one  of  them  ' 

that  thinks  tongues  were  just  as  much  made  to  talk  ^ 

with,  as  the  sea  was  made  to  live  on,  I  uphold  rational 
Vol .  I.  G 
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Conversation  in  sober  society.     S'ip,  you  Guinea 
where  are  you  shoving  the  skiff  t6  ?  hereaway  lies 
the  island,  and  you  are  for  going  into  yonder  bit  of 
a  church." 

"  Lay  on  your  oars,'*  interrupted  Wilder ;  "  let 
the  boat  drift  by  ttiis  vessd." 

They  were  now  in  the  act  of  passing  the  ship, 
which  had  been  Warping  from  Hie  wharfs  to  an  an- 
chorage, and  in  which  the  young  sailor  had  so  clan- 
destinely heard  that  Mrs  Wyllys  and  the  fascinating^ 
Gertrude  were  to  embark,  on  the  following  morning, 
for  the  distant  province  of  Carolina.  As  the  skiff 
jQbated  past.  Wilder  examined  the  vessel,  by  the  dim 
light  of  the  stars,  with  a  seaman'^  eye.  No  part  of 
her  hull,  her  spars,  or  her  rising,  escaped  his  notice  ; 
and,  when  the  whole  became  confounded,  by  the 
distance,  in  one  dark  mass  of  shapeless  matter,  he 
leaned  his  bead'  over  the  dide  of  his  little  bark,  and 
mused  long  and  deeply  with  hiniself.  To  this  ab- 
straction Fid  presumed  to  offer  no  interruption.  -  It 
had  the  appearance  of  professional  duty ;  a  subject 
that,  in  his  eyes,  was  endowed  with  a  species  of 
character  that  might  be  called  sacred.  Scipio  was 
habitually  silent.  After  losing  many  minutes  in  this 
manner.  Wilder  suddenly  regained  bis  recollection, 
and  abruptly  observed, — 

^^  Ijt  is  a  tall  ship,  and  one  that  should  make  a  long 
chase!" 

"That's  as  may  be,"  returned  the  ready  Fid. 
"Should  that  fellow  get  a  free  wind,  and  his  canvas 
all  abroad,  it  might  woriy  a  King's  cruiser  to  get 
nigh  enough  to  throw  the  iron  on  his  decks ;  but 
jamm'd  up  close  hauled,  why,  I'd  engage  to  lay  on 
nis  weather  quarter,  with  the  saucy  He — " 

"Boys,"  interrupted  Wilder,  "it  is  now  proper 
that  you  should  know  something  of  my  future  move- 
ments. We  have  been  shipmates,'!  might  almost 
say  messmates,  for  more  than  twenty  years.     I  was 
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no  better  than  an  in&nt,  Fid,  when  you  brouglit  me 
to  the  commander  of  your  ship,  and  not  only  was 
instrumental  in  saving  my  hfe,  but  in  putting  me  into 
a  situation  to  make  an  officer/' 
.  "  Ay,  ay,  you  were  no  great  matter,  master  riarry 
as  to  bulk ;  and  a  ^ort  hammock  served  your  turn 
as  well  as  the  csqptain's  birth.'' 

"  I  owe  you  a  heavy  debt,  Fid,  for  that  one  gen- 
erous act,  and  something,  I  may,  add,  for  your  steady 
adherence  to  me  since." 

**Why,  yes,  IVe  been  pretty  steady  in  my  con- 
duct, master  Harry,  in  this  here  business,  more  par- 
ticukrly,  seeing  that  I  have  never  let  go  my  grap- 
plings,  though  you've  so  often  sworn  to  turn  me 
adrift.  As  for  Guinea,  here,  the  chap  makes  fair 
wea&er  witii  you,  blow  high  or  blow  low,  whereas 
it  is  no  hard  matter  to  get  up  a  squall  between  us, 
as  might  be  seen  in  that  small  afiair  about  the 
boat;"— 

**  Say  no  more  of  it,"  interrupted  Wilder,  whose 
feelings  appeared  sensibly  toucned,  as  his  recollec- 
tions ran  over  long-pstst  and  bitterly-remembered 
scenes :  ^  You  know  that  little  else  man  death  can 

{>art  us,  unless  indeed  you  choose  tq  quit  me  now. 
t  is  right  diat  you  should  know  that  I  am  engaged 
ia  a  desperate  pursuit,  and  one  that  may  easily  end 
ki  ruin  to  myself  and  all  who  accompany  me.  I  feel 
reluctant  to  separate  from  you,  my  fnends,  for  it  may 
be  a  final  parting,  but,  at  the  same  time,  you  should 
know  aU  uie  danger." 

i  "  Is  t^ere  much  more  travelling  by  land?"  bluntly 
demanded  Fid. 

i  ^^  No ;  the  duty,  such  as  it  is,  will  be  done  entirely 
on  the  water.'*        ' 

*^  Then  bring  forth  your  dup's  books,  and  find  room 
for  such  a  mark  as  a  pair  of  crossed  anchors,  which: 
stand  for  all  the  same  as  so  many  letters  reading 

fiifihardFii'" 
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♦'  But  perhaps,  when  yau  know'' 


**  r  want  to  Jmew  nothing  about  k,  masto:  Harry. 
Uayen't  I  sa^^bd  with  you  oAen  enoii^  mider  sealed 
ordej^s,  to  trust  my  old  body  once  more  in  your  conv* 
pany,  wil^ut  ibigetting  my  duiy  ?  What  ^ay  you, 
Guinea  ?  will  you  skip  2  or  shall  we  land  y  oil  at  once, 
on  yonder  bit  of  a  low  point,  and  leare  you  to  scrape 
acquaintaiice  with  the  clams  V^ 

"  'Em  berry  well  gff,  here,"  muttoBed  .tiie' pecfect^ 
ly  contented  negro.  * 

"  Ay,  ay,  Guinea  is  Idqe  iiie  laandh  of  one  ^  the 
coasters,  always  towing  in  ydur  wake^onasler  Hairy  i; 
whereas!  am  often  Jttffing  kthwart  your  ha^se,  eo* 
geijting  fbui,  in  some  &fifaion  nor  other,  on  ooe  of  yotic 
quarters.  Howsomever,  we  aje  bo&  shippe^v  a* 
you  see,  in  ^lus  here  cruise,  wi!h  the  parficolars  o€ 
which  we  are  both  wei^  satisfied.  Sopasslhew^orcl 
among  us,  what  is  to  be  done  next,  and  no  mope 
parley." 

"  Remethber  ihe  cautions  yott  have  ah^eady  re- 
ceived," returned  Wilder,  who  saw  that  tiiedeyotiMl^ 
of  his  followers  was  too  infinite  to  need  qukJcening, 
and  who  Icnew^  from  long  and  perilous  experience^ 
how  implieitiy  he  mi^t  rely  on  Iheir  fidelity^,  itot« 
withstanding  b^rtain  filings,  that  w«re  perhaps  pe-r 
culiar  to  their  cooditkxn ;  '^^  remember  what  I  havei 
already  giyen  in  charge  ;aiid  now  pull  directfy  for  jroci 
slrip  in  file  outer  hai^our." 

Fid  and  the  black  protoptLy  doosBqpHed ;  auI  ibe 
boat  was  soon  skimming  the  water  tetwe^ikiibe  litr 
tie  isiaiid  and  what  might,  by  campMriflion^  he  called 
the  main.  As  they  approached  the  vessid,itbei9hx)jE6^ 
of  the  oars  Tto?e  modarated,  and  finally  abandoned 
altogether.  Wilder  preferring  to  let  the  skiff  drop 
down  with  the  tide  iipon  Ihe  oln^gct  he  wished  well 
to  examine  before  i^enturlng  to  boacd.      : 

"Has  not  th^t  ship  her  nettings  lariDed  to  the  rig- 
ging ?"  he  demanded,  in  a  voice  that  was  lowcsred  S> 


&( 
u 
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tiie  toties  Mcessary  to  escape  observmiiDiH  and  wfaicfa 
betrayed,  at  the  saine  tiaie,  the  interest  he  took  in 
the  reply. 

According  to  my  sight,  she  has,'"  returned  Fid*§ 

your  slavers  are  a  little  pricked  by  conscience,  and 
are  never  over-bold,  unless  when  they  are  chasing  4 
young  nigger  on  the  coast  of  Congo.  Now,  there  is 
about  as  much  danger  of  a  Frenchman's  looking  in 
here  to-night,  with  fliis  land  breeze^and  clear  sky^  as 
&ere  is  of  my  being  made  Lord  High  Admiral  of 
England ;  a  thine  not  likely  to  come  to  pass  soon, 
seeing  that  the  King  donH  know  a  great  deal  of  xnj 
merit.''^ 

"  They  are,  to  a  certainty,  ready  to  give  a  warm 
reception  to  any  boarders  !"  continued  Wilder,  wh<^ 
rarefy  paid  much  attention  to  the  amplifications  with 
which  Fid  so  often  saw  fit  to  embellish  the  discourse. 
**  It  would  be  no  easy  matter  to  carrj*^  a  ship  thus 
prepared,  if  her  people  were  true  to  themselves."    ' 

**  I  warrant  ye  there  is  a  full  <iuarter-watch  at  least 
sleeping  among  her  guns,  at  this  very  moment,  with 
a  brigto  look-out  from  her  cat-heads  and  tafirail.  I 
was^  once  on  the  weather  fore-yard-arm  of  the  Hebe, 
when  I  made,  hereaway  to  the  south-west,  a  sail 
coming  laige  upon  us," — 

"  Hist !  they  are  stirring  on  her  decks !" 

"  To  be  sure  they  are.  The  cook  is  splitting  a 
loff;  the  captain  has  sung  out  for  his  night-cap," 

The  voice  of  Fid  was  lost  in  a  summons  from  the 
ship,  that  sounded  like  the  roaring  of  some  sea  xaott- 
ster,  which  had  unexpectedly  raised  its  head  above 
the  water.  The  practised  ears  of  our  adventurer* 
instantly  comprehended  it  to  be,  what  it  truly  was, 
the  manner  in  which  it  was  not  unusual  to  hail  a 
boat.  Without  taking  time  to  ascertain  that  the 
plashing  of  oars  was  to*  be  heard  in  the  distance^ 
Wilder  raised  his  form  in  theikiff,  and  answered. 
"  How  now  ?''  exclaimed  the  same  strange  voice ; 

G2 


tbas.     Wieteaway  are  yQu^he  that  aaswCTp  t^^ 

"  A  little  on  your  larboard  bow ;  here,  in  t|^ 
shadow  of  the  ship." 

"  And  what  are  ye  about,  within  the  sweep  of  my 
hawse?" 

"Cutting  the  waves  with  my  taffraiV  returned 
Wilder,  after  a  moment^s  he8ltati<m. 

"  What  fool  has  broke  adrift  here !"  muttered  hi« 
interrogator.  "P^ss  a  blunderbuss  forw^ard,  a^wj 
let  us  see  if  a  civil  answer  can't  be  drawn  from  the 
fellow."  - 

"  Hold  !"  said  a  calm  but  authoritative  voice  from 
the  most  distant  part  of  the  ship;  ^'  it  is  as  it  should 
be;  let  them  approach."    , 

The  man  in  the  bows  of  the-  vessel  bade  them 
come  along  side,  and  then  the  conversation  ceased. 
Wilder  had  now  an  opportunity  to  discover,  that,  as 
the  hail  had  been  intended  for  another  boat,  which 
was  still  at  a  distance,  he  had  answered  prematurely. 
But,  perceiving  that  it  was  too  late  to  retreat  vvith 
safety,  pr  perhaps  only  acting  in  conformity  to  his 
original  determination,  be  directed  his  companions 
to  obey. 

'^'Cutting  the  waves  with  the  taffrail,'  is  not  the 
civillest  answer  a  man  can  give  to  a  hail,""  muttered 
Fid,  ais  he  dropped  the  bfade  of  his  oar  iptp  the 
water ;  "  nor  is  it  a  matter  to  be  logged  ill  a  man> 
membiy,  that  they  have  taken  offence"  at  the  same 
Howsomever,  master  Harry,  if  they  are  so  minded 
as  to  make  a  quarrel  about  the  thing,  give  them  aa 
good  as  they  send,  and  count  on  manly  backers." 

No  reply  was  made  to  this  encouraging  assurance 
for,  by  this  time,  the  skiff  was  within  a  few  feet  of  the* 
riiip.     Wilder  ascended  the  side  of  the  vessel  amid 
a  deep,  and,  as  he  felt  it  to'  be,  an  ominous  silence 
The  night  was  dark,  Ibough  e]:iough  light  fell  fron: 
the  stars,  that  were  here  and  there  vkible,  to  reodei 
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^hjefiifi  duffi^feofljT  fBistioet  to  the  practised  eycs^of  a 
seaman.  When  our  young  adventurer  touched  tiie 
deck,  he  cast  a  hurried  and  scrutinizing  look  about 
him,  as  if  doubi^  and  im{Hre$$ions,  which  had  long 
Jbeen  harboured,  werfe  all  to  be  resolved  by  that  first 
yiew^.  ; 

An  ignorant  landsms^n  would  have  been  struck 
with  the  or4er  ^nd  syminetry  with  which  the  taJl 
spars  rose  towards  the  heavens,  from  the  black  mals 
of  the  hull,  and  wkh  the  rigging  that  hung  in  the 
air,  one  dark  line  crossing  another,  until  all  des^ 
seemed  confounded  in  the  confusion  and  intricacy  of 
fibe  studied  ma^e.  But  to  Wilder  these  familiar  ob- 
jects furnished  BO  immediate  attraction.  His  Ur«t 
rapid  glance  had,  like  that  pf  all  s^iamenj  it  is  ti  ur, 
been  tibrown  upward,  but  it  was  instantly  succeeded 
by  the  brief,  though  keen,  examination  to  which  we 
have  just  alluded.  With  the  exception  of  ope  who, 
though  his  form  was  muffled  in  a  large  sea-cloak, 
seemed  to  be  an  officer,  not  a  living  creature  was  to 
be  seen  on  th^  decks.  On  either  side  there  was  a 
dark,  frowning  battery,  arranged  in  the  beautiful  and 
c^imposing  order  of  marine  architecture ;  but  i)o  where 
could  he  find  a  trace  of  the  crowd  of  human  beings 
which  usually  throng  the  deck  of  an  armed  ship,  or 
that  was  necessary  to  render  the  engines  effective. 
It  might  be  that  her  people  were  in  their  hammocks, 
as  usual  at  that  hour,  but  still  it  was  customary  to  _ 
leave  a  sufficient  number  on  the  watch,  to  look  to 
the  safety  of  the  vessel.  Finding  himself  so  unex- 
pectedly confronted  with  a  single  individual,  our 
adventurer  began  to  be  sensible  of  the  awkwardness 
of  his  situation,  and  of  the  necessity  of  some  expla- 
nation. 

"You  are  no  doubt  surprised,  sir,"  he  said,  "  at 
the  lateness  of  the  hour  that  I  have  chosen  for  my 
visit.?' 
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"  You  were  certainly  expected  earlier,'*  was  the 
laconic  answen 

"Expected!" 

"  Ay,  expected.  Have  I  not  seen  you,  and  your 
two  companions  who  are  in  the  boat,  reconnoitring 
us  half  the  day,  from  the  wharfs  of  the  town,  and 
even  from  the  old  tower  on  the  hill  1  What  did  all 
this  curiosity  foretel,  but  an  intention  to  come  on 
board?" 

"This  is  odd,  I  will  acknowledge!"  exclaimed 
Wilder,  in  some  secret  alarm.  "  And,  then,  you  had 
notice  of  my  intentions  ?" 

"  Harfc  ye,  friend,"  interrupted  the  other,  indulg- 
ing in  a  short,  low  laugh ;  "  from  your  outfit  and  ap- 
pearance, I  think  I  am  right  in  calling  you  a  seaman : 
Do  you  imagine  that  glasses  were  forgotten  jn  the 
inventory  of  this  ship  ?  or,  do  you  fancy  that  we  <Jon''t 
know  how  to  use* them?" 

"  You  must  have  strong  reasons  for  looking  so 
deeply  into  the  movements  of  strangers  on  the  land." 

"  Hum !  Perhaps  we  expect  our  cai^o  from  the 
country.  But  I  suppose  you  have  not  come  so  far 
in  the  dark  to  look  at  our  manifest.  You  would  see 
the  Captain  ?" 

"  Do  I  not  see  him  ?" 

"  Wliere  ?"  demanded  the  other,  with  a  start  that 
manifested  he  stood  in  a  salutary  awe  of  his  supe- 
rior. ^- 

"In  yourself." 

"  I !  I  have  not  got  so  high  in  the  books,  though 
my  time  may  come  yet,  some  fair  day.  Hark  ye, 
friend  ;  you  passed  under  the  stern  of  yonder  ship; 
which  has  been  hauling  into  the  stream,  in  coming 
out  to  us  ?" 

"Certainly;  she  lies,  as  you  see,  directly  in  my 


course." 


"  A  wholesome-looking  craft  that !  and  one  well 
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found,  1  warrant  you.  She  is  quite  ready  to  be  off, 
th^y  t^U  me." 

"  it  would  so  seem :  her  sjails  are  bent,  and  she 
floaty  like  a  ship  that  is  full." 

"  Of  what  ?"  abruptly  demanded  the  other, 

"Of  articles  mentioned  in  her  manifest,  no  doubt. 
But  jQu  $^em  light  yourself:  if  you  are  to  load  at 
^is  pprtj)  it  will  be  some  days  before  you  put  to  sea." 

"  Hum !  I  don't  think  we  shall  be  long  after  our 
neighbour,"  the  other  remarked,- a  Uttle  drily. 
Then,  as  if  6e  might  have  said  too  much,  he  added 
hastily^  "  We  slavers  carry  little  else,  you  know, 
than  our  shackles  ajid  a  few  extra  tierces  of  rice ; 
the  rest  of  our  ballast  is  made  up  of  these  guns,  and 
the  stuff  to  put  into  them." 

"  And  is  it  usua-l  for  ships  in  the  trade  to  carry  so 
heavy  m  armament  V\ 

- .  '*^  rerhaps  it  is,  perhaps  not.  To  own  the  truth, 
th^ei^  is  not  much  law  on  the  coast,  and  the  strong 
$if»  pften  does  as  much  as  the  right.  Our  owners, 
therefojrev  I-  believe,  thiiJc  it  quite  as  well  tliere 
^puld  be  no  lack  of  guns  and  amn^i^unition  onboard." 

"  They  should  also  give  you  people  to  wo  A 

themi." 

.    '*  They  have  forgotten  that  part  of  their  wisdom, 

certaialy." 

His  W:0rd8  were  nearly  drowned  by  the  same  gruff 
Toice  that  had  brought*-to  the  skiff  of  Wilder,  which 
sent  lanotiber  hoarrse  summons  across  the  water,  roll 
ii^  out  flfoonds  th^t  wj^«  intended  to  say,**-^ 

"Boat,  ahoy P 

The  answer  was  quick,  short,  and  nautical ;  but 
it  was  rendered  in  a  low  and  cautious  tone.  The 
isulividiial,  with  whom  Wilder  had  been  holding  such 
equivocating  parlance,  seemed  embarrassed  by  the 
sudden  intenruptioci^  and  a  Utile  at  a  loss  to  know 
how  to  conduct  himself.  He  had  already  made  a 
moiiaDt  towan^^  kadiag  Ms  itititer  to  th«  C8$in,  when 
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the  sounds  of  oars  were  heard  clattering  m  a  boat 
along  side  of  the  ship,  announcing  that  be  was  too 
late.  Bidding  the  other  remain  where  he  was,  he 
sprang  to  the  gangway,  in  order  to  receive  those 
who  had  just  arrived. 

By  this  sudden  desertion,  Wilder  found  himself  in 
entire  possession  of  that  part  of  the  vessel  where  he 
stood.  It  gave  him  a  better  opportunity  to  renew 
his  examination,  and  to  cast  a  scrutinizing  eye  also 
over  the  new  comers. 

Some  five  or  six  athletic-looking  seamen  ascended 
from  the  boat,  in  profound  silence.  A  short  and 
whispered  conference  took  place  between  them  and 
'  their  officer,  who  appeared  both  to  receive  a  report, 
and  to  communicate  an  order.  When  these  prelim- 
inary matters  were  ended,  a  line  was  lowered,  from 
a  whip  on  the  main-yard,  the  end  evidently  dropping 
into  the  newly-arrived  boat.  In  a  moment,  the  bur- 
then it  was  intended  to  transfer  to  the  ship  was  seen 
swinging  in  the  air,  midway  between  the  water  and 
the  spar.  It  then  slowly  descended,  inclining  in- 
board, until  it  was  safely,  and  somewhat  careluUy, 
landed  on  the  decks  of  the  vessel. 

During  the  whole  of  this  process,  which  in  itself 
had  fiothing  extraordinary  or  out  of  the  daily  prac- 
tice of  large  vessels  in  port.  Wilder  had  strained  his 
eyes,  until  they  appeared  nearly  ready  to  start  from 
their  sockets.  The  black  mass,  which  had  been 
lifted  from  the  boat,  seemed,  while  it  lay  against  the 
back-ground  of  sky,  to  possess  the  proportions  of  the 
human  form.  The  seamen  gathered  about  this  ob- 
ject. After  much  bustle,  and  a  good  deal  of  low 
conversation,  the  burthen  or  body,  whichever  it 
might  be  called,  was  raised  by  the  men,  and  the 
whole  disappeared  together,  behind  the  masts,  boats, 
and  guns  which  crowded  the  forward  part  of  the 
vessel.  • 

The  wb'oTe  event  was  of  a  ckaracter  to  attract^ 
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the  attention  of  Wilder.  His  eye  wa«  not,  however, 
so  intently  riveted  on  the  groupe  in  the  gangway,  as 
to  prevent  his  detecting  a  dozen  hlack  objects,  that 
were  suddenly  thrust  forward,  from  behind  the  spars 
and  other  dark  masses  of  the  vessel.     They  might 
be  blocks  swinging  in  the  air,  but  they  bore  also  a 
-wonderful  resemblance  to  human  heads.  The  simul- 
taneous manner  in  which  they  both  ^ippeared  and 
disappeared,  served  to  confirm  this  impression ;  nor, 
to  confess  the  truth,  had  our  adventurer  any  doubt 
that 'curiosity  had  drawn  so  many  inquiring  counte- 
nances from  their  respective  places  of  concealment. 
He  had  not  much  leisure,  however,  to  reflect  on  all 
these  little  accompaniments  of  his  situation,  before 
he  was  rejoined  by  his  former  companion,  wbo,-to 
all  appearance,  was  again  left,  with  himself,  to  the 
entire  possession  of  the  deck. 

"  You  know  the  trouble  of  getting  off  the  people 
from  the  shore,'^  the  officer  observed,  "  when  a  ship 
is  ready  to  sail." 

"  You  seem  to  have  a  summary  method  of  hoist- 
ing them  in,"  returned  Wilder. 

"  Ah !  you  speak  of  the  fellow  on  the  whip  ?  Your 
eyes  are  good,  friend,  to  tell  a  jack-knife  from^ 
marling-spike,  at  this  distance.  But  the  lad  was 
mutinous;  that  is,  not  absolutely  mutinous — ^but, 
drunk.  As  mutinous  as  a  man  can  well  be,  who  can 
neither  speak,  sit,  nor  stand." 

Then,  as  if  as  well  content  with  his  humour  as 
with  this  simple  explanation,  the  other  laughed  and 
chuckled,  in  a  manner  that  showed  he  was  in  per- 
fect good  humour  with  himself. 

"  But  all  this  time  you  are  left  on  deck,"  he  quick- 
ly added,  "  and  the  Captain  is  waiting  your  appear- 
ance in  the  cabin :  FoHow ;  I  will  be  your  pilot." 

"  Hold,"  said  Wilder;  "  will  it  not  be  as 'well  to 
announce  my  visit  ?" 

"  He  knows  it  already:  Little  takes  place  aboard, 
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here,  tiiat'does  not  reach  tts  eard  before  it  gets  into 
the  log-book.'^ 

Wilder  made  no  further  objection,  but  indicated 
his  readiness  to  prpeeed.  The  other  led  the  way  to 
the  bulkhead  which  separated  the  principal  cabin 
from  the  quarter-deck  of  the^Wp;  and,  pointing"  to 
a  door,  he  rather  whispered  than  said  aloud,— 

"Tap  twice;  if  he  answer,  go  in." 

Wilder  did  as  he  was  directed.  His  first  summona 
was  either  unheard  or  disregarded.  On  repeating 
it,  be  was  bid  to  enter^  The  young  seaman  opened 
the  door,  with  a  crowd  of  sensations,  that  will  find 
their  solution  in  the  succeeding  parts  of  our  narra^ 
tive,  and  instantly  stood,  under  the  Kght  of  a  power- 
ful lamp,  in  the  presence  of  the  stranger  in  green. 


CHAPTER  VI. 


"  The  good  old  plan, 


That  they  should  get,  who  have  the  poVeF, 
And  they  sliould  Keep,  who  cau." — iVordsvoorth, 

^The  apartment,  in  which  out  adventurer  now 
found  himself,  afibrded  no  bad  illustration  of  the 
character  of  its  occupant.  In  its  form,  and  propor- 
tions, it  was  a  cabin  of  the  usual  size  and  arrange-* 
ments ;  but,  in  its  furniture  and  equipments,  it  ex- 
hibited a  singular  admixture  of  luxury  and  martial 
preparation.  The  lamp,  which  swung  from  the 
upper  deck,  was  of  solid  silver ;  and,  though  adapt- 
ed to  its  present  situation  by  mechanical  ingenuity, 
there.was  thstt,  in  its  shape  and  ornaments,  which 
betrayed  it  had  once  been  used  before  some  shrine 
of  a  far  more  sacred  character.  Massive  candle- 
sticks, of  the  same  precious  metal,  and  which  par- 
took of  the  same  ecclesiastical  formation,  were  on  a 
venerable  table,  whose  mahogany  was  glittering  veith 
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the  polish  of  ^alf  a  century,  and  whose  gilded  claws, 
•«m1  carved  supporters,  bespoke  an  original  destina- 
tion very  different  from  the  ordinary  service  of  a 
ship.  A  couch,  covered  \vith  cut  velvet,  stood 
along  the  transom ;  while  a  divan,  of  blue  silk,  lay 
against  the  bulkhead  opposite,  manifesting,  l^y  its 
fashion,  its  materials,  and  its  piles  of  pillows,  that 
even  Asia  had  been  made  to  contribute  to  the  ease 
of  its  luxurious  owner.  In  addition  to  tliese  prominent 
articles,  there  were  cut  glass,  mirrors,  plate,  and  even 
hangings ;  each  of  which,  by  something  peculiar  in 
its  fashion  or  materials,  bespoke  an  origin  different 
from  that  of  its  neighbour.  In  short,  splendour  and 
elegance  seemed  to  have  been  much  more  consulted 
than  propriety,  or  conformity  in  taste,  in  the  selec- 
tion of  most  of  those  articles,  which  had  been,  oddly 
enough,  made  to  contribute  to  the  caprice  or  to  the 
comfort  of  their  singular  possessor. 

In  the  midst  of  this  medley  of  wealth  and  luxtiry, 
appeared  the  frowning  appendages  of  war.  The 
cabin  included  four  of  those  dark  cannon  whose 
weight  and  number  had  been  first  to  catch  the 
attention  of  Wilder.  Notwithstanding  they  were 
placed  in  such  close  proximity  to  the  articles  of  ease 
just  enumerated,  it  only  needed  a  seaman's  eye  to 
perceive  that  they  stood  ready  for  instant  service, 
and  that  five  minutes  of  preparation  would  strip  the 
place  of  all  its  tinsel,  and  leave  it  a  warm  and  weil 
protected  battery.  Pistols,  sabres,  half-pikes,  board- 
ing-axes, and  all  the  minor  implements  of  marine 
warfare,  were  arranged  about  the  cabin  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  aid  in  giving  it  an  ajppearance  of  wild 
embellishment,  while,  at  the  same  time,  each  was 
convenient  to  the  hand. 

Around  the  mast  was  placed  a  stand  of  muskets ; 
and  strong  wooden  bars,  that  were  evidently  made 
to  fit  m.  brackets  on  either  side  of  the  door,  suf- 
ficiently showed  that  the  bulkhead  might  easily  be 
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converted  into  a  baraer.  The  ^aitire  anuogement 
proclaimed  that  the  cabin  was  considered  the  cita 
del  of  the  ship^  In  support  of  this  latter  opinion, 
appeared  a  hatch,  which  evidently  communicated 
with  the  apartments  of  the  inferior  officers,  and 
which  also  opened  a  direct  pas(sage  into  the  magazine. 
These  dispositions,  a  little  different  from  what  he  had 
been  accustomed  to  see,  instantly  struck  the  eye  of 
Wilder,  though  leisure  was  not  then  given  to  reflect 
on  their  uses  and  objects. 

There  was  a  latent  expression  of  satisfaction, 
something  modified,  perhaps,  by  irony,  on  the  coun- 
tenance of  the  stranger  in  green,  (for  he  was  still 
clad  as  when  first  introduced  to  the  reader,)  as  he 
arose,  on  tlie  entrance  of  his  visiter.  The  two  stood 
several  moments  without  speaking,  when  the  pre- 
tended barrister  saw  fit  to  break  the  awkward 
silence. 

"  To  what  happy  circumstance  is  this  ship  indebt- 
ed for  the  honour  of  such  a  visit  ?"  he  demanded. 

"  I  believe  I  may  answer.  To  the  invitation  of  her 
Captain,"  Wilder  answered,  with  a  steadiness  and 
calmness  equal  to  that  displayed  by  the  other. 

"  Did  he  show  you  his  commission,  in  assuming 
that  office  ?  They  say,  at  sea,  I  believe,  that  no 
cruiser  should  be  found  without  a  commission." 

'"  And  what  say  they  at  the  universities  on  this 
material  point  ?" 

"  I  see  I  may  as  well  lay  aside  my  gown,  and  own 
the  marling-spike !"  returned  the  other,  smiling. 
"  There  is  something  about  the  trade — -profession^ 
though,  I  believe,  is  your  favourite  word — ^there  is 
something  about  the  profession,  which  betrays  us  to 
each  other.  Yes,  Mr  Wilder,"  he  added  with  dig- 
nity, motioning  to  his  guest  to  imitate  his  example, 
and  take  a  seat,  ^^  I  am,  like  yourself,  a  seaman  bred ; 
and  happy  am  I  to  add,  the  Commander  of  this  gal- 
lant vessel." 
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**  Then,  Thtret  yoa  ^dmit  that  I  have  not  intruded' 
without  a  sufficient  Vaf rant." 

"  I  confess  the  same.  My  ship  has  fiHed  your  eye 
agreeably ;  nor  sh^Il  I  "be  slow  to  acknowledge,  that 
I  have  seen  enough  about  your  air,  and  person,  to 
make  me  wish  to-be  an  older  acquaintance.  You 
want  service  ?" 

"  Obe  should  be  ashamed  of  idleness  in  these  stir- 
ring times." 

"  It  is  well.  TRis  is  an  oddly-constructed  world 
ih^which  we  live,  Mr  Wilder !  Some  think  themselves 
in  danger,  with  a  foundation  beneath  them  no  less 
fifolid  than  terra  Jirma^  while  others  are  content  to 
trust  their  fortunes  on  the  sea.  So,  again,  some  thf '-c 
are  who  believe  graying  is  the  business  of  man;  and 
tJien  cortie  others  who  are  sparing  of  their  bfeath, 
and  take  those  favours  for  themselves  whicH  they 
have  not  always  the  leisure  or  the  inclination  to  ask 
for.  No  doubt  ybu  thought  it  prudent  to  inquire 
into  the  nature  of  our  trade,  before  you  came  hither 
ih  Attest  of  employment  ?" 

"  You  are  saM  to  be  a  ilaver,  among  the  towns-» 
rtien  of  Newport." 

"  Tlhey  afe  never  wrong,  your  village  gossips !  If 
witchcraft  ever  truly  existed  on  earth,  the  first  of  the 
cunQing  tribe  has  been  a  village  innkeeper;  the 
8€?cond,  its  doctor;  arid  the  third,  its  priest.  The 
i^ight  to  the  fourth  honour  may^be  disputed  between 
the  barber  and  the  tailor. — Roderick  !" 

The  Captain  accompanied  the  word  by  which  he 
sb  uncere^ohioasly  interrupted  himself,  Ijy  striking 
a  light  blow  on  a  Chinese  gong,  which,-  among  other 
cunosities,  was  suspended  from  one  of  thfe  beams  of 
the  upper  deck,  within  reach  of  his  hand. 

"  I  say,  Roderick,  do  you  slfeep  ?" 

A  light  and  active  boy  darted  out  of  one  of  the 
two  little  state-roOms  which  wei^e  constructed  on 
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the  quarters  of  tlie  ship,  aiid  answered  to  the  sum- 
mons by  announcing  his  presence. 

"  Has  the  boat  returned  ?" 

The  reply  was  in  the  affirmative* 

"  Arid  has  she  been  successfuU" 

"  The  General  is  in  his  room,  sir,  and  can  give  you 
an  answer  better  than  I." 

"  Then,  let  the  General  appear,  and  report  the 
result  of  his  campaign." 

Wilder  was  by  far  too  deeply  interested,  to  break 
the  sudden  reverie  into  which  his  companion  had 
now  evidently  fallen,  even  by  breathing  as  loud  as 
usual.  The  boy  descended  tiirough  the  hatch  like  a 
serpent  gliding  into  his  hole,  or,  rather,  a  fox  darting 
into  his  barrow,  and  then  a  profound  stillness  reigned 
in  the  cabin.  The  Commander  of  the  ship  leaned 
liis  head  on  his  hand,  appearing  utterly  unconscioua 
of  the  presence  of  any  stranger.  The  silence  might 
have  l5)een  of  much  longer  duration,  had  it  not  been 
interrtipted  by  the  appearance  of  a  third  person.  A 
straight,  rigid  form  slowly-elevated  itself  through  the 
little  hatchway,  very  much  in  the  manner  that  theat- 
rical spectres  are  seen  to  make  their  appearance  on 
the  stage,  until  about  lialf  of  the  person  was  visible, 
when  it  ceased  to  rise,  and  turned  its  disciplined 
countenance  on  the  Captain. 

"  I  wait  for  orders,"  said  a  mumbling  voice, 
which  bsued  from  lips  that  were  hardly  perceived 
to  move. 

Wilder  started  as  this  unexpfected  individual  ap- 
peared ;  nor  was  the  stranger  wanting  in  an  aspect 
sufficiently  remarkable  to  produce  surprise  in  any 
spectator.  -The  face  was  that  of  a  man  of  fifty,  with 
the  lineaments  rather  indurated  than  faded  by  time. 
Its  colour  was  an  uniform  red,  with  the  exception  of 
one  of  those  expressive  httle  fibrous  tell-tales  on  each 
chedc,  which  bear  so  striking  a  resemblance  to  the 
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maizes  df  ^fl«j  vine,  and  which  would  seem  to  be  the 
tme  origin  of  the  ph)vi^  which  says  that  "  good 
wine  tH;eds  no  biish."  The  hea?d  was  bald  on  its 
crown ;  but  around  either  ear  was  a  mass  of  grizzled 
hair,  pomatumed  and  combed  into  formal  military 
bristles.  The  neck  was  long,  and  supported  by  4 
black  stock ;  the  shoulders,  arms,  and  body  were 
those  of  a  man  of  tall  stature ;  and  the  whole  wetfe 
enveloped  in  an  over-coat,  which,  though  it  had 
something  methofdica^  in  its  (gishion,  was  evidently 
intended  as  a  sort  of  domino.  The  Captain  raised 
fads  head  as  the  other  spoke,  exclaiming, — 

**  Ah !  General,  are  you  at  your  post  ?  Did  you 
find  the  land  ?" 

"Yes."  >" 

"  And  the  poiflt?— and  the  man  ?'' 

"Both."  ; 

**  And  what  did  you  7" 

"Obey  orders." 

"  That  was  right — You  are  a  jewel  for  an  cxecu 
tive  officer,  GeneraEl ;  and,  as  sucn,  I  wear  you  neai 
my  heart.     Did  the  fellow  complain  ?" 

"  He  was  gagged." 

"  A  summary  method  of  closing  remonstrance.  It 
is  ayt  should  be,  General ;  a^  usual,  you  have  mer- 
ited my  approbation." 

"  Then  reward  me  for  it." 

"In  what  manner?  You  are  already  as  high  in 
rank  as  I  can  elevate  you.  The  next  step  must  be 
knighthood." 

"Pshaw!  my  men  are  no  better  than  militia. 
Theywaut  coats."- 

"They  shall  have  them.  His  Majesty's  guards 
shall  not  be  half  so  well  equipt.  General,  1  wish 
you  a  good  night." 

The  figure  descended,  in  the  same  rigid,  spectral 
manner  as  it  had  risen  on  the  sight,  leaving  Wilder 
again  alone  with  the  Captein  of  the  ^p.     The  lat- 
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ter  seemed  suddenly  struck  with  the  fact  that  Hm 
pdd  interview  had  occurred  in  the  presence  of  one 
who  was  nearly  a  stranger,  and  that,  in  his  .eyes  ai 
least,  it  might  appear  to  require  some  explanation. 

"  My  friend,"  he  said,  with  an  air  something  ex?- 
planatory,  while  it  was  at  the  same  tim^  not  a  little 
naughty,  "commands  what,  in  a  more  regular  cruiser, 
would  be  called  the  'marine guard*'  He  has  gradu* 
ally  risen,  by  service^  from  the  rank  of  a  subaltern, 
to  the  high  station  which  he  now  fills.,  You  per- 
ceive he  smells  of  the  camp  ?" 

•'  More  than  of  the  ship.  Is  it  usual  for  slavers  t0 
be  s"o  well  provided  with  military  equipments  ?  1 
find  you  armed  at  all  points." 
'.  "  You  would  know  more  of  us,  before  we  pro- 
ceei^^to  drive  our  bargain?"  the  Gap  tain  answered, 
with  a  smile.  He  then  opened  a  Httle  casket  that 
stood  on  the  table,  and  drew  from  it  a  parchment, 
which  he  coolly  handed  to  Wilder,  saying,  as  he  did 
so,  with  one  of  the  quick,  s^earching  glances  of  his 
restless  eye,  "  You  will  See,  by  that,  we  have  'letters 
of  marque,'  and  are  duly  authorized  to  fight  the  bat- 
tles of  the  King,  while  we  are  conducting  our  own 
more  peaceable  affairs." 

"  This  is  the  commission  of  a  brig  I "  ^^ 

"  True,  true.  I  have  given  you  the  wrong  papen 
1  believe  you  will  find  this  more  accurate." 

"  This  is  truly  a  commission  for  the  '  good  ship 
Seven  Sisters;'  but  you  surely  carry  more  than  ten 
guns ,  and,  then,  these  in  your  cabin  throw  nine  itxr 
stead  of  four  pound  shot ! " 

"  Ah !  you  are  as  precise  as  though  you  had  beefi 
the  barrister,  and  I  the  blundering  seaman.  I  dare 
say  you  have  heard  of  such  a  thing  as  stretching  a 
commission,"  continued  the  Captain  drily,  as  he 
carelessly  threw  the  parchment  back  among  a  pile 
of  similar  documents.  Then,  rising  firom  his  seat, 
he  began  to  pace  the  cabin  with  <^u]ck  steps,  as  he 
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iscmtfiiued,  ^^1  n^ed  not;  tell  you,  Mr  Wilder,  that 
oars  is  a  hazardous  pursuit.  Some  call  it  lawless. 
£ut,  Sis  I  am  little  addicted  to  theological  disputes, 
we  will  wave  the  question.  You  have  not  come 
tere  without  knowing  your  errand." 

"  I  am  in  sesurch  of  a  birth." 

*'  Doubtless  you  have  reflected  well  on  the  matter 
fltnd  kaiow  your  own  mind  as  to  the  trade  in  which 
you  would  sail.  In  order  that  no  time  may  be  wast- 
ed, and  that  our  dealings  may  be  frank,  as  becomes 
two  honest  seamen,  I  will  confess  to  you,  at  once, 
that  I  have  need  of  you.  A  brave  and  skilful  man, 
one  older,  though,  I  dare  say,  not  better  than  your- 
self, occupied  that  larboard  state-room,  within  the 
month;  but, poor  fellow,  he  is  food  for  fishes  ere 
this." 

*^  He  was  drowned  ?" 

"  Not  he !  He  died  in  open  battle  with  a  King's 
ship  I" 

"A  King's  ship  I  Have  yon  then  stretched  your 
commission  so  far  as  to  find  a  warranty  for  giving 
battle  to  his  Majesty's  cruisers  ?" 

"  Is  tiiere  no  King  but  George  the  Second  !  Per- 
haps she  bore  the  white  flag,  perhaps  a  Dane.  But 
he  was  truly  a  gallant  fellow ;  and  there  lies  his 
birthy  as  empty  as  the  day  he  was  carried  from  it,  to 
l>e  cast  into  the  sea.  He  was  a  man  fit  to  succeed 
to  the  command,  should  an  evil  star  shine  on  my 
fate.  I  think  I  could  die  easier,  were  I  to  know 
this  noble  vessel  was  to  be  transmitted  to  one  who 
would  make  such  use  of  her  as  should  be." 

*'  Doubtless  your  owners  would  provide  a  succes- 
sor, in  the  event  of  such  a  calamity." 

^  My  owners  are  very  reasonable,"  returned  the 
other,  with  a  meaning  smile,  while  he  cast  another 
searching  glance  at  his  guest,  which  compelled  Wil- 
der to  lower  his  own  eyes  \o  the  cabin  floor  ;  "  they 
seldom  trouble  me  with  importunities,  or  orders  " 
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"  They  are  indulgent !  I  flee  tteit  fiistgg  were  not 
forgotten  in  your  inventory :  Do  they  li&o  give  jom 
permission  to  wear  any  one  of  all  tnose  ensigns,  ab 
you  may  please  ?'^ 

As  this  question  was  put,  the  expressive  and  ]iii»- 
derstanding  looks  of  the  two  seamen , met.  The 
Captain  drew  a  flag  from  the  half-oj^n  locker,  where 
it  had  caught  the  attention  of  his  visiter,  and,  letting 
the  roll  unfold  itself  on  the  deck,  he  answered,-^  - 

"  This  is  the  Lily  of  France,  you  see. ,  No  bad 
emblem  of  your  stainless  Frenchman.  An  escutcheon 
of  pretence  without  spot,  but,  nevertheless,  a  little 
soiled  by  too  much  use.     Here,  you  have  the  calcn*- 
lating  Dutchman  ;  plain,  substantial,  and  cheap.     It 
is  a  flag  I  little  Kke.     If  the  ship  be  of  value,  her 
owners  are  not  ofl;en  willing  to  dispose  of  her  with- 
out a  price.     This  is  your  swaggering  Hamburgher, 
He  is  rich  in  the  possession  of  oiie  town,  and  makes 
his  boast  of  it,  in .  these  towers.     Of  the  rest  of  Ms 
mighty  possessions  he  wisely  says  nothing  in  his  alle- 
gory.    These  are  the  Crescents  of  Turkey ;  a  moon>- 
struck  nation,  that  believe  themselves  the  inheritors 
of  heaven.    Let  them  enjoy  their  birthright  in  peace ; 
it  is  seldom  they  are  found  looking  for  its  blessing^ 
on  the  high  seas — and  these,  the  little  satellites  that 
play  about  the  mighty  mooti ;  your  Barbarians  of 
Africa.     I  hold  but  Httle  communion  with  these 
wide-trowsered  gentry,  for  they  seldofia  deal  in  gain- 
ful traffic.     And  yet,''  he  added,  glancing  bis  eye  at 
the  silken,  divan  before  which  Wilder  was  seated, 
"  I  have  met  the  rascals ;  nor  have  we  parted "en*- 
tirely  without  communication !     Ah !  here   comes 
the  man  I  like ;   your  golden,  gorgeous  Spaniard ! 
This  field  of  yellow  reminds  one  of  the  riches  of  her 
mines ;  and  this  Crown  !  one  mi^t  fancy  it  of  beat- 
en gold,  and  stretch  forth  a  hand  to  grasp  the  treast  - 
ure.     What  a  blazonry  is  this  for  a  galleon !     Here 
is  the  humbler  Portc^ese ;  and  yet  is  he  not  wiife* 
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auf  a  wealthy  look.  1  have  often  fancied  there  were 
true  Brazilian  diamonds  in  this  kingly  bauble.  Yon- 
der crucifix,  which  you  see  hanging  in  pious  prox- 
imity to  qiy  state-room  door,  is  a  specimen  of  the 
sort  I  mean*"  Wilder  turned  his  head,  to  throw,  a 
look  on  the  valuable  emblem,  that  was  really  sus- 

§  ended  from  the  bulkhead,  within  a  few  inches  of 
le  spot  the  other  named.  After  satisfying  his  curi- 
osity, he  was  in  the  act-of  giving  his  attention  again 
to  the  flags,  vvhen  he  detected  another  of  those  pen- 
etrating, but  stolen  glances  with  which  his  compan- 
Jon  so  often  read  the  countenance  of  his  associates. 
It  might  ha>'e  been  that  the  Captain  was  endeavour- 
ing to  discover  the  effect  his  profuse  display  of 
wealth  had  produced  on  the  mind  of  his  visiter. 
Let  that  be  a&  it  would,  Wilder  smiled ;  for,  at  that 
n^oment,  the  idea  first  occurred  that  the  ornaments 
of  the  cabin  had  been  thus  studiously  arranged  with 
an  expectation  of  his  arrival,  and  with  the  wish  that 
their  richuess  might  strike  his  senses  favourably. 
The  other  caught  the  expression  of  his  eye;  and 
perhaps^ he  mistook  its  meaning,  when  he  suffered 
Ids  construction  of  what  it  said  to  animate  him  to 
pursue  his  whimsical  analysis  of  the  flags,  with  an 
air  still  more  cheerful  and  vivacious  than  before. 

^^  These  double-headed  monsters  are  land  birds, 
and  seldom  risk  a  flight  over  deep  waters.  They 
are  not  for  me.  Your  hardy,  valiant  Dane ;  your 
sturdy  Swede ;  a  nest  of  smaller  fry,"  he  continued, 
psLSsing  his  hand  rapidly  over  a  dozen  little  rolls  as 
they  lay,  each  in  its  own  repository,  "  who  spread 
their  bunting  like  larger  states ;  and  your  luxurious 
Neapolitan.  Ah !  here  come  the  Keys  of  Heaven ! 
Thia  is  a  flag  to  die  under  1  I  lay  yard-arm  and 
yard-arm,  once,  under  that  very  bit  of  bunting,  with 
a  heavy  corsair  from  Algiers" — 

'*  What !  Did  you  choose  to  fight  under  the  ban- 
ners of  th©  Church?" 
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"  In  mere  devotion.  I  pictured  to  myself  {he  sur- 
iprise  that  would  overcome  the  barbarian,  when  hte 
should  find  that  we  did  not  go  to  prayers.  We  gare 
him  but  a  round  'or  two,  before  he  swore  that  Allah 
had  decreed  he  might  surrender.  There  was  a  mo- 
ment, while  I  luffed-up  on  his  weather-quarter,  I 
beKeve,  that  the  Mussulmfan  thought  the  whole  of  the 
ho^ly  Conclave  was  afloat,  anli  that  the  downfaill  oif 
Mahomet  and  his  offspring  was  ordained.  I  provok- 
ed thie  conflict,  I  will  cotifess,  in  showing  him  thes'e 
peaC^l  Kfeys,  which  he  is  dull  enough  to  think 
open  half  the  i^rong  boxes  ot  Christendom.'' 

"Whi^a  hehfed  confessed  his  etror,  you  let  hito 
gor* 

*'  Huid  1— ^witii  my  blesising.  There  was  some  in- 
terchange of  commodities  between  ut,  antd  then  we 
patted.  I  left  Jitoi  sihoking  Ws  pipe,  in  a  heavy  se^, 
Wi^  his  fore-topmast  ovei*  the  side,  his  miz^enmast 
under  his  counter,  and  sbme  six  or  seven  holes  in  his 
bottom^  ihnBit  let  ki  the  Water  just  as  fast  as  the  pumps 
discharged  it.  You  see  he  was  in  a  fair  way  to  ac- 
qtiire  his  pot<lion  of  tfie  inheritance.  But  Heaven 
had  ordained  ft  all,  and  he  was  satisfied  i'' 

**  Affd  what  flags  are  the^  ^Kch  you  have  .pass- 
ed ?  They  seenci  rich,  and  mafty.'' 

"These  aii^  England;  Kke  herself,  aristocratic, 
party-coloured,  and  ^  good  deal  touched  by  humotif. 
Here  is  bunting  to  note  all  ranks  and  conditions,  a'S 
if  men  weire  not  niade  of  the  same  flesh,  and  the 
people  of  one  kingdom  might  vtot  all  sail  honestly 
•undef  the  same  emblems.  Here  is  T^y  Lord  Hi^ 
Admiral ;  your  St.  George ;  your  field  of  red,  and  of 
blue,  as  chance  may  give  you  a  leader,  or  the  humour 
of  the  momeait  prevail;  the  strides  of  mother  India, 
and  the  Royal  Standard  itself  f 

"  The  Royal  Standard !'' 

"T^y  not?  a  commafeder  is  tetined  a  'ittonarch 
in  his  ship.'    Ay ;  this  is  the  Standard  tif  the  King-, 
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nxk$^  what  is  more,  it  has  been  worn  iq  presence  of 
ail  Admiral !" 

"  This  needsexplanation !"  exclaimed  his  listener, 
who  seemed  to  feel  much  that  sprt  of  horror  that  a 
churchman  would  discover  at  the  detection  of  sacri- 
lege. To  wear  the  Royal  Standard  in  presence  of 
a  flag !  We  all  know  how  difficult,  and  even  danger- 
ous, it  becomes,  to  sport  a  simple  pennant,  with  the 
eyes  of  a  King's  cruiser  on  us — " 

"I  love  to  flaunt  the  rascals!"  interrupted  the 
other,  with  a  smothered,  but  bitter  laugh.  "  There 
is  pleasure  in  the  thing ! — In  order  to  punish,  they 
must  possess  the  power ;  an  experiment  often  made, 
but  never  yet  succe^ful.  You  understand  balancing 
accounts  with  the  law,  by  showing  a  broad  sheet  of 
canvas !  I  need  say  no  more." 

"  And  which  of  all  these  flags  do  you  most 
use?"  demanded  Wilder,  afler  a  moment  of  intense 
thought.  *^ 

^^  As  to  mere  sailing,  I  am  as  whimsical  as  a  girl 
m  her  ^eens  in  the  choice  of  her  ribbons.  I  will 
often  show  you  a  dozen  in  a  day.  Many  is  the  wor- 
thy trader  who  has  gone  into  port  with  his  veritable 
Account  of  tliis  Dutchman,  or  tliat  Dane,  with  whom 
he  has  spoken  in  the  offing.  As  to  fighting,  though  1 
have  been  known  to  indulge  a  humour,  too,  in  that 
particular,  still  is  there  one  which  1  most  affect" 

"And  that  is  f " 

The  Captain  kept  his  hand,  for  a  moment,  on  the 
roll  he  had  touched,  and  seemed  to  read  the  very 
60ul  of  his  visiter,  so  intent  and  keen  was  his  look 
the  while.  Then,  suffering  the  bunting  to  fall,  a 
deep,  blood-red  field,  without  relief  or  ornament  of 
any  sort,  unfolded  itself,  ad  he  answered,  with  em- 
phasis,— 

«  This." 

"  That  is  the  colour  of  a  Rover !" 

^^Ay^  it  is  red!  I  like  it  better  than  your  gloomy 
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fields  of  black,  with  death's  heads,  and  other  childish ' 
scare-crows.  It  threatens  nothing ;  but  merely  says, 
'  Such  is  the  price  at  which  I  am  to  be  bought.'  Mr 
Wilder,"  he  added,  losing  the  mixture  of  irony  and 
pleasantry  with  which  h*  had  supported  the  pre- 
vious dialo^e,  in  an  air  of  authority,  "  We  under- 
stand each  other.  It  is  time  that  each  should' sail 
under  his  proper  colours.  1  need  not  tell  you  who ' 
I  am." 

*^  1  believe  it  is  unnecessarj',"  said  Wilder.  **  If 
1  can  comprehend  these  palpable  signs,  I  stand  in 
presence  of — of — " 

"  The  Red  Rover,"  continued  the  other,  observing 
that  he  hesitated  to  pronounce  the  appalling  name. 
"  It  is  true ;  and  I  hope  this  interview  is  the  com- 
mencement of  a  durable  and  firm  friendship.  I 
know  not  the  secret  cause,  but,  from  the  moment  of 
our  meeting,  a  strong  and  indefinable  interest  has 
drawn  me  towards  you.  Perhaps  I  fefethc  void 
which  my  situation  has  drawn  about  me ;- — be  that 
as  it  may,  I  receive  you  with  a  longing  heart  and 
open  arms."   . 

Though  it  must  be  very  evident,  from  what  pre- 
ceded this  open  avowal,  that  Wilder  was  not  igno- 
rant of  the  character  of  the  ship  on  board  of  which 
he  had  just  ventured,  yet  did  he  not  receive  the  ac- 
knowledgment without  embarrassment.  The  repu- 
tation of  this  renowned  freebooter,  his  daring,  his 
acts  of  liberality  and  licentiousness  so  frequently 
blended,  and  his  desperate  disregard  of  life  on  all 
occasions,  were  probably  crowding  together  in  the 
recollection  of  our  more  youthful  adventurer,  and 
caused  him  to  feel  that  species  of  responsible  hesi- 
tation, to  which  we  are  all  more  or  less  subject  on 
the  occurrence  of  important  events,  be  they  ever  so 
much  expected. 

"  You  have  not  mistaken  my  purpose,  or  my  sus- 
picions," he  at  length  answered,  "  lor  I  own  1  have 
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come  in  sesgoch  of  tiik  vety  stiip.  I  accept  the  ser- 
v'ice;  and,  A'om  this  moment,  y6u  will  rate  me  ia 
vrhatever  station  you  may  think  me  best  able  to  dis- 
charge my  duty  with  credit" 

"  Yqu  are  next  to  myself.  In  tiie  toofning,  the 
same  shall  be  proclaimed  on  the  qoarterrdeck ;  and, 
in  the  event  of  my  d^tbvtmless  I  am  deceived  in 
iny,man,  jou  will  prove  my  successor.  This  may 
strike  you  as  sudden  confidence.  It  is  so,  in  part,  1 
must  acknowle^e ;  but  oyr  shipping  Ukts  cannot  be 
opened,  like  those  of  the  King,  by  beat  of  drum  ia 
&e  streets  of  the  metropoUs ;  and,  then,  am  I  nb 
judge  of  the  human  heart,  if  my  frank  reliance  od 
y<^ur  faith  does  not,  in  itseUi  strengtben  your  good 
feelings  in  my  favour." 

"It  does!"  exclaimed  Wilder,  with  sudden  and 
deep  emphasis^ 

The  Rover  smiled  calmly^  as  he  contiiiued,^^ 

"  Young  gentlemen  of  your  years  are  apt  to  carry 
no  small  portion  of  their  hearts  in  their  hands.  But^ 
notwithstanding  this  seeming  sympathy,  in  order  that 
you  may  have  sufficient  respect  for  the  discretion  of 
your  leader,  it  is  necessary  that  I  should  say  we  have 
met  before.  I  was  apprised  of  your  intention  to  seek 
me  out,  and  to  offer  to  join  me." 

"It  is  impossible!"  cried  Wilder,  "No  human 
being—" 

"  Can  ever  be  certain  his  secrets  are  safe,"  inter- 
rupted the  other,  "  when  he  carries  a  face  as  ingen- 
uous as  your  own.  It  is  but  four-and-twenty  hours 
since  you  were  in  the  good  town  of  Boston." 

"  I  admit  that  much ;  but — " 

"  You  will  soon  admit  the  rest.  Yoii  w^re  too 
curious  in  your  inquiries  of  the  dolt  who  declares 
he  was  robbed  by  us  of  his  provisions  and  sails.  The 
false-tongued  villain!  It  maybe  well  for  him  to  keep 
from  my  path,  or  he  may  get  a  lesson  that  shall  prick 
his  honesty. "  Does  he  tiiink  such  pitiful  game  as  he 
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would  induce  me  to  spread  a  single  inch  of  canras/ 
or  even  to  lower  a  boat  into  the  sea  !*' 

"Is  not  his  statement,  then,  true?'*  demanded 
Wilder,  in  a  surprise  he  took  no  pains  to  conceal* 

**  True  I  Am  I  what  report  has  made  me  1  Look 
keenly  at  the  monster,  that  nothing  may  escape  you,^' 
returned  the  Rover,  with  a  hollow  laugh,  ii)  which 
scorn  struggled  to  keep  down  the  feelings  of  wound- 
ed pride.  "Where  are  the  horns,  and  the  cloven 
foot?  Snuff  the  air:  Is  it  not  tainted  with  sulphur? 
But  enough  of  this.  I  knew  of  your  inquiries,  and 
liked  your  mien.  In  short,  you  were  my  study ;  and, 
though  my  approaches  were  made  with  some  cau- 
tion, they  were  sufBciently  nigh  to  effect  the  object. 
You  pleased  me.  Wilder ;  and  I  hope  the  satisfaction 
may  be  mutual.^-' 

The  newly  engaged  buccanier  bowed  to  the  com- 

Idiment  of  his  superior,  and  appeared  at  some  little 
OSS  for  a  reply :  As  if  to  get  rid  of  the  subject  at 
once,  he  hurriedly  observed,— = 

"  As  we  now  understand  each  other,  I  will  intrude 
no  longer,  but  leave  you  for  the  night,  and  return  to 
my  duty  in  the  morning/' 

"  Leave  me ! "  returned  the  Rover,  stoppmg  short 
in  his  walk,  and  fastening  his  eye  keenly  on  the 
other.  "It  is  not  usual  for  my  officers  to  leave  me 
at  this  hour.  A  sailor  should  love  his  ship,  and  never 
sleep  out  of  her,  unless  on  compulsion." 

"  We  may  as  well  understand  each  other,"  said 
Wilder,  quickly.  "  If  it  is  to  be  a  slave,  and,  like 
one  of  the  bolts,  a  fixture  in  the  vessel,  that  you  need 
me,  our  bargain  is  at  an  end."  , 

"  Hum  I  I  admire  your  spirit,  sir,  much  more  than 
your  discretion.  You  will  find  me  an  attached  friend, 
and  one  who  little  likes  a  separation,  however  short. 
Is  there  not  enough  to  content  you  here  ?  I  will  not 
speak  of  such  low  considerations  as  those  which. ad- 
minister to  the  ordinary  appetites.     But,  you  have 
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been  tau^t  the  value  of  reason ;  here  are  books — 
you  have  taste;  here  is  elegance — ^you  are  poor; 
tiere  is  wealth.'* 

**  They  amount  to  nothing,  without  liberty,''  cold- 
fy  returned  the  othen 

"And  what  is  this  liberty  you  ask  7  I  hope,  young 
man,  you  would  not  so  soon  betray  the  confidence 
jrsou  have  just  received !  Our  acquaintance  is  but 
diort,  and  I  may  have  been  too  hasty  in  my  faith." 

**  I  must  return  to  the  land,"  Wilder  added,  firmly, 
^^  if  it  be  only  to  know  that  I  am  intrusted,  and  ani 
not  ajprisoner." 

"  There  is  generous  sentiment,  or  deep  villany, 
in  all  this,"  returned  the  Rover,  after  a  minute  of 
deep  Aiought  **  I  will  believe  the  former.  De- 
clare to  me,  that,  while  in  the  town  of  Newport, 
you  will  inform  no  soul  of  the  true  character  of  this 
diip." 

"I  will  swear  it,"  eagerly  interrupted  Wilder.* 

**  On  this  cross,"  rejoined  the  Rover,  with  a  sar- 
eiuBtic  laii^ ;  ^  on  this  diamond-mounted  cross  I  No, 
ftr,"  he  added,  with  a  proud  curl  of  the  lip,  as  he 
east  the  jewel  contemptuously  aside,  "oaths  are  made 
tot  mJ^h  who  Aeed  laws  to  keep  them  to  their  prom- 
fees  ;  I  need  no  more  than  the  clear  and  unequivocal 
tfffiimation  6f  a  gentleman." 

**  Then,  platinfy  and  unequivocally  do  I  declare, 
that,  while  iti  Newport,!  will  discover  the  character 
<rf  this  ship  to  no  one,  without  your  wish,  or  order 
£o  to  do.    Nay  more" — 

**  No  mdre.  It  is  wise  to  be  sparing  of  our  pledges, 
dad  to  saiy  no  more  than  the  occasion  requires.  The' 
tiniie  may  come  when  you  might  do  good  to  yourself. 
Without  harming  me,  by  being  unfettered  by  a  prom- 
iie.  In  an  hour,  you  shall  land ;  that  time  will  be 
needed  to  make  you  acquainted  with  the  terms  of 
f^^.enli^tmetit,  and  to  grace  my  rolls  with  your 
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name. — Roderiek,^^  he  added,  again  touching  lAe 
gong,  "  jou  are  wanted,  hoy.*' 

The  same  active  lad,  that  had  made  his  appear*, 
ance  at  the  &st  summons,  v$m  up  the  steps  froixt  the 
cabin  beneath,  and  announced  his  presence  again  b^ 
his  voice. 

"Roderick,"  continued  the  Rover,  "this  is^  my 
future  lieutenant,  ^id,  of  course,  jf>uT  ofiScer,  ana 
my  friend,  Will  ypu  ^ke  refreshment,  sir?;  the^Ot 
is  little,  that  man  needs,  which  Roderick  qsdimot 
supply." 

"  I  thank  you ;  I  have  need  of  none.'' 

"  Then,  have  the  goodness  to  follow  the  boy.  He 
will  show  you  into  the  dining-  apaftmetit  beneatli, 
and  give  y^u  th^  written  regulations.  In  90  hpuit, 
y<m  will  have  digested  the  code,  and  by  that  tiqcie  I 
shall  be  with  yc^u.  Tliiirpw  the  ji^tnAOire  upxm  the 
ladder,  boy ;  you  can  descend  without  a  ladder  though, 
it  would  se^i  OF  I  should  not,  at  th^s  momient^,  have 
the  pleasure  ^f  your  company," 

The  intelligent  sja^^je  qjf  the  R^Ter^  wsms  unaiis^es^ 
ed  by  any  ccoresponding  evidence  fr^m  ^  siibje^ 
of  his  joke,  that  he  found  satisfaction  in  the  Fen^eixi^ 
branc^  of  th§  awkward  situation  in  which  Ate  ha^l 
l^een  left  in  the  tower.  T^  f^Hii^  caught  ^  duK 
pleased  expression  of  the  other's  countenancj^,  as^he 
gravely^pnepared  to  follow  tlie  hoy,  who  already  stood 
m  the  hatchway  with  a  li^i  Advancing  a  sjlefft 
^ith  the  gra^e  and  tones  of  sen^i^i^e  br^^di^^^nph 
said  quickly, — 

"  Mr  Wild^,  I  owe  ypu  an  anolo^  for  my  saem- 
mg  ruden^s  at  part^  on  the  hill.  Though  ]( b^U^\^ 
you  mine,  I  was  npt  ^re  qf  my  acquisition.  You 
will  readily  see  how  necessary  it  mjght  be,  to  one  in 
my  srtuatiqn,  to  throw  off  a  companion  at  such  a 
moi9en,t.^' 

Wilder  ti^ried,  with  a  countenance  firom  wl^b 


.  ^  TH£^  KED   ROVSIC  lOt 

^s^mtf  d^e  of  di8pl6»gare  bad  VanMiGii,  and  mo^ 
tioned  to  him  to  say  no  more. 

**  It  was  awkward  enough,  ceftaihly,  to  find  one's 
self  in  Quch  a  prison ;  hut  I  feel  the  Justice  of  what 
you  say.^  I  might  have  done  the  very  thing  myself 
if  the  same  presence  of  mind  were  at  hand  to  hel^ 
me." 

"  The  good  man,  who  grinds  in  the  Newport  ruin;, 
must  be  in  a  sad  way,  since  all  the  rats  are  leaving 
his  mill,"  cried  the  Rover  gaily,  as  his  companion 
descended  after  the  boy.  Wilder  now  freely  return- 
ed his  open,  cordial  laugh,  and  then,  as  he  descended', 
(he  cabin  was  left  to  him  who,  a  few  minutes  before, 
had  been  found  in  its  quiet  possession. 


CHAPTER  VIL 

**  The  world  afEbrds  no  law  to  make  thee  ricb; 
Then  be  not  poor,  but  break  it,  and  take  this*** 
Jipoih.  *^  My  poverty,  but  not  my  wUl,  consents,** 

Romeo  and  JuliH. 

The  Rover  arrested  his  step,  as  the  other  disap^ 
peared,  and  stood  for  more  than  |i  minute  in  an  at^ 
titudei  of  high  and  self-^ratulating  triumph.     It  wai 

auite  apparent  he  was  exulting  in  his  success.  But^ 
biough  his  intelligent  face  betrayed  the  satisfaction 
of  the  inward  man,  it  was  illumined  by  no  expres- 
sion of  vulgar  joy.  It  was  the  countenance  of  one 
who  was  suddenly  relieved  from  intense  care,  rather 
than  that  of  a  man  who  was  greedy  of  profiting  by 
the  services  of  others.  Inde.ed,  it  would  not  have 
been  difficult,  for  a  close  and  practised  observer,  tb 
have  detected  a  shade  of  regret  in  the  lightings  oP 
his  seductive  smile,  or  in  the  momentary  flashes  of 
his  changeful  eye.  The  feeling,  however,  quickly 
paisscd  away,  and  his  whole  figure  and  countenances 
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]!^ume4  tj|(%<>rip^iy  easy  aai^  iu^  ^hiub/ii^  bqsqi^ 
indulgedin  his  hours  of  rctir^neni 

After  allowing  sufficient  time  fin^  &&  boj' to  oon- 
duct  Wilder  to  the  necessary  cabin,  and  to  put  }^m 
in  possession  of  the  regulations  fbr  the  police  of  tib^ 
ship,  the  Captain  agaia  toiicl>ed  the  ^ong^  qj^  qbq^ 
more  summoned  the  former  to  his  presence.  The  lad 
had,  however,  to  approach  the  elbow  of  hi&  master, 
and  to  speak  ihrice,  before  the  o&er  was  cox^qious 
that  he  had  answered  his  call.  - 

"  Roderick,"  said  the  Rover,  after  a  long  pausj^ 
*^  are  you  there  ?'' 

'^I  am  bere^"  returned  a  low,  and  seemiligly  a 
mournful  voice. 

"  Ah !  you  gave  him  the  regulations  ?" 

"  1  did." 
^A«d  he  reads?" 

"He  reads." 

"  It  is  well.  I  would  speak  to  the  General.  Rod- 
erick, you  must  have  need  of  rest ;  good  night ;  let 
the  General  be  summoned  to  a  council,  and — Good 
night,  Roderick." 

The  boy  made  an  assenting*  reply ;  but,  instead  of 

ringing,  with  hi&  fonner  ajacrity,  to  execute  the  or- 

r,  he  lii]gered  a  moment  nigh  his  master^s  chedps 
Failk^,  however,  in  his  wish  to  catch  his  eye,  be 
i^pwly  and  reluctantly  descended  the  stairs  which 
led  into  the. lower  cabins,  and  was  seen  no  more. 
X  It  is  needless  to  describe  the  manner  in  which  the 
General  made  his  second  appearance.  It  differed 
in  no  particular  from  his  former  entree,  except  that^ 
on  this  occasion,  the  whole  of  his  person  was  devel- 
oped. He  appeared  a  talj,  upright  form,  that  was 
far  j&'om  being  destitute  of  natural  grace  and  prppor- 
tiipns,  but  which  had  been  so  exquisitely  drilled  into 
i^multaneous  movement,  that  the  several  members 
bad  so  far  lost  the  power  of  volition,  as  to  render  it 
impofis^bli^.for  oa^to  s^jjir^  witiiout  pro<^cifig  s(m^ 
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iki&tig  like  a  correspottd^  d^monBtratioo,  ia  all  its  fel- 
lows^. 'Yhm  rigid  dtoA  well^roguls^d  personage,  after 
making  a  ft^^mal  militaiy  bow  to  hi^  superior,  helped 
Limself  to  a  chair,  in  which,  after  sonoie  littje  time 
lost  in  preparation,  he  seated  himself  in  silence. 
The  Rover  seemed  conscious  of  his  presence;  for 
he  acknowledged  hid  salute  bj  a  gentle  inclination 
of  his  own  head ;  thou^  he  did  not  appear  to  think 
it  necessary  to  suspend  his  ruminations  the  more  on 
that  account.  At  length,  l^wever,  he  turned  short 
upon  his  companion,  and  said  abruptly,—^ 

^  Generali,  the  campaign  is  not  finished." 

'*  What  remains  ?  the  field  is  won^  and  the  enemy 
IS  a  prisoner." 

"  Ay,  your  part  of  the  adyentur^  is  well  achieved, 
but  much  of  mine  remains  to  be  done.  You  saw 
the  youth  in  the  lower  cahia  ?" 

"I  did."     '  . 

"  And  how  find  you  his  appearance  ?" 

"Maritime." 
That  is  as  much  as  to  say,  you  like  him  not." 
I  like  discipline."  # 

I  am  much  mistaken  if  you  do  ^ot  find  him  ta 
your  taste  on  the  quarter-deck.  Let  that  be  as  it 
may,  I  have  still  aiavour  to  ask  of  you !" 

"  A  favour !— it  is  gettii^  late." 

"  Did  I  say  *  a  favour?^  there  is  duty  to  be  yet 
done." 

"I  wait  your  orders." 
-"It  is  necessary  that  we  us^e  great  precaution; 
for,  as  you  know"- 

"I  wait  your  orders,"  laconically  repeated  the 
other. 

The  Rover  compressed  his  mouth,  and  a  scornful 
smile,  struggled  about  the  nether  lip  ;  but  it  changed 
_  into  a  look  half  bland,  half  authoritative,  as  he  con- 
"  tinned, — 

"  Ydu  will  find  two  aeameoj  io  a  8kiS*9  alon^ide 
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the  ship ;  the  one  is  white^  and  tbe  other  is  blac^ 
These  men  you  will  have  conducted  into  the  yes 
sel — into  one  of  the  forward  state-rooms — and  you 
will  have  them  both  thoroughly  intoxicated." 

"  It  shall  be  done,"  returned^  he  who  was  called 
the  General,  rising,  and  marching  with  long  strides 
towards*  tlie  door  of  the  cabin. 

"  Pause  a  moment,"  exclaimed  the  Rover ;  "  what 
agent  will  you  use  ?" 

"Nightingale  has  the  strongest  head  but  one  in 
the  ship." 

."  He  is  too  far  gone  already.  I  sent  him  ashore, 
to  look  about  for  any  straggling  seamen  who  mighi 
lik6  our  service ;  and  I  found  him  in  a  tavern,  with 
all  the  fastenings  off  his  tongue,  declaiming  lilce  a 
lawyer  who  had  taken  a  fee  from  both  pailies. 
Besides,  he  had  a  quagrel  witii  one  of  these  very 
men,  and  it  is  probable  they  would  get  to  blows  in 
their  cups." 

"  I  will  do  it  myself.  My  night-cap  is  waiting  for 
me;  and  it  is  only  to  lace  it  a  little  tighter  than 
common."  ♦ 

The  Rover  seemed  content  with  this  .assurance ; 
for  he  expressed  his  satisfaction  with  a  familiar  nod 
of  the  head.  The  soldier  was  now  about  to  depart, 
when  he  was  again  interrupted. 

"  One  thing  more.  General ;  there  is  j"our  cap- 
tive."— 

"  Shall  I  make  him  dRunk  too  ?" 

"  By  no  means.  »  Let  hitn  be  conducted  hither." 

The  General  made  an .  ejaculation  of  assent,  ^nd 
left  the  cabin.  "  It  were  weak,"  thought  the  Rover, 
as  he  resumed  his  walk  up  and  down  the  apartment, 
"  to  trust  too  much  to  an  ingenuous  face  and  youth- 
ful enthusiasm*.  I  am  deceived  if  the  boy  has  not 
had  reason  to  think  himself  di^sted  with  tiie  world, 
and  ready  to  embark  in  an^  romantic  enterprise; 
but,  still,  to  be  decaived  might  be  fatal ;  therefore 
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MTil}  I  be  prudent,  even  to  excess  of  caution.  He  is 
tied  in  an  extraordinary  manner  to  these  two  sea- 
men. I  would  I  knew  his  history.  But  all  that 
Will  come  in  proper  time.  The  men  must  remain 
as  hostages  for  bis  own  return,  and  for  his  jfaith.  If 
he  prove  false,  why,, they  are  seamen; — and  many 
men  are  expended  in  this  wild  service  of  ours !  It 
is  well  arranged ;  and  no  suspicion  of  any  plot  on 
our  part  will  wound  the  sensitive  pride  of  the  boy, 
if  he  be,  as  I  would  gladly  think,  a  true  man.^^ 

Such  was,  in^  a  great  manner,  the  train  of  thought 
in  which  the  Rover  indulged^  for  many  minutes, 
after  his  military  companion  had  left  him.  His  lips 
moved  ;  smiles,  and  dark  shades  of  thoi^bt,  in  turn, 
chased  each  other  froQi  his  speaking  countenance, 
which  betrayed  all  the  audden  and  violent  changes 
that  denote  the  workmgs  of  a  busy  spirit  within. 
While  thus  engrossed  in  mind,  his  step  became  more 
rapid,  and,  a^  tipies,  he  gesticulated  a  little  emtj^y^ 
agantly,  when,  he  found  himiself,  in  a  sqdden  luixi, 
unexpectedly  confronted  by  a  form  that  seeme4  to 
psifi  on  h^  sight  like  a  vision. 

While  npEpst  engaged  in  his  own  humours,  two 
powerful  seamen  had,  unheeded,  entered  the  cabin ; 
and,  aft^  eitently  depositing  a  hwian  figure  in  a  seat, 
they  withdrew  without  speaking.  It  was  before  this 
personage  tibiat  the  Rover  naw  (piJffyi  himself.  The 
ga^^  was  mi^ti^,  loji^,^a<id  unintei^rupted  by  a  sylla- 
ble from  eidier  party.  Surprise  and  indecision  held 
ther  Rov^  inute,  while  wonder  and  alarm  appeared 
toi  have  Ikerally  ^^en  the  &culiies  of  ^  other.  At 
^eimth  the  fonner,  Kufiering  a  quaint  and  peculiar 
9B[)^e  ite  i^eaj^  for  a  monaent  aci^oss  bis  countenance, 
said  abniptly,^^ 

"^l  welcopae  sir  Hector  Homespun !" 

eyes  of  ^e  confounded  tailor — for  it  waa  no^ 

ibw  that^ruious  a^a^tauce  of  the  reader 

who  1|«|4  faJJe^  i^taji^^  U^  of  <te  Raver-^th«i 
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eyes  of  the  good-man  rolled  from  right  to  left,  eiri- 
bracmg,  in  their  wanderings,  the  medley  of  elegance 
and  warlike  preparation  that  they  every  where  met, 
never  failing  to  return,  from  each  greedy  look,  to 
devour  the  figure  that  stood  before  him.       ^ 

"  I  say,  Welcome,  sir  Hector  Homespun !''  repeat- 
ed the  Rover. 

"  The  Lord  will  be  lenient  to  the  sins  of  a  miser* 
able  father  of  seven  small  children  !"  ejaculated  the 
tailor.  "  It  is  but  little,  valiant  Pirate,'  tfiat  can  be 
gotten  from  a  hard-working,  upright  tradesman,  who 
sits  from  the  rising  to  the  setting  sun,  bent  over  his 
labour." 

"  These  are  debasing  terms  for  chivalry,  sjr  Hec- 
tor,'^ interrupted  the  Rover,  laying  his  hand  on  the 
little  riding  whip,  which  had  been  tiirown  carelessly 
on  the  cabin  table,  and,  tapping  the  shoulder  of  the 
tailor  with  the  same,  as  though  he  were  a  sorcerer, 
and  would  disenchant  the  other  with  the  touch: 
"  Cheer  up,  honest  and  loyal  subject :  Fortune  has  at 
length  ceased  to  frown:  it  is  but  a  few  hours  since 
you  complained  that  n6  custom  came  to  your  sbofi 
from  this  vessel,  and  now  are  you  in  a  fair  way  to  do 
the  business  of  the  whole  ship.*** 

*^  Ah !  honourable  arid  magnanimous  Rover,''  re^ 
joihed  Homespi^,  whose  fluehcv  returned  with  his 
senses,  **  I  am  art  impoverished  and  imdone  man. 
My  Hfe  has  been  one  of  weary  aid  probdtibBaiy 
hardships.     Five  bloody  and  cruel  wars" — — 

"  Enough.  I  have  said  that  Fortune  was  just  be- 
ginning to  smile.  Clothes  are  as  necessary  to  gen- 
tiemen  of  our  profession  as  to  the  parish  prtest.  You 
shall  not  baste  a  seam  without  your  reward.  Be- 
hold!" he  added,  touching  the  spring  of  a  secret 
drawer,  which  flew  open,  and  discovered  a  confused 
pile  of  gcfld,  in  which  the  coins  of  nearly  evfery 
Christian  people  were  blended,  **  we  are  n6t  without 
ttie  means  <tf  piyii%  tho9e  w^o  len'e  us  faithfully.'* 
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.  The  sudden  exhibition  of  a  horde  of  wealth,  which 
not  only  greatly  exceeded  any  thing  of  the  kind  he 
had  ever  before  witnessed,  but  which  actually  sur- 
passed his  limited  imaginative  powers,  was  not  with- 
out its  effect  on  the  sensitive  feelings  of  the  good- 
man.  .  After  feasting  on  the  sight,  for  the  few  mo- 
ments that  his  companion  left  the  treasure  exposed 
to  view,  he  turned  to  the  envied  possessor  of  so 
much  gold,  and  den^nded, — ^the  tones  of  increased 
confidence  gradually  stealing  into  his  voice,  as  the 
inward  man  felt  additional  motives  of  encourage- 
ment,— 

"And  what  am  I  expected  to  perform,  mighty 
Seaman,  for  my  portion  of  this  wealth  ?" 

"  That  which  you  daily  perform  on  the  land — to 
cut,  to  fashion,  and  tosew^  Perhaps,  too,  your  tal- 
ent at  a  masquerade  dress  may  be  taxed,  from  time 
to  time."  '  .       ' 

"  Ah !  they  are  lawless  and  irreligious  devices  of 
the  enemy,  to  lead  men  into  sin  and  worldly  abom- 
inations. But,  worthy  Mariner,  there  is  my  discon- 
solate consort,  Desire ;  though  stricken  in  years,  and 
given  to  wordy  strife,  yet  is  she  the  lawful  partner 
of  my  bosom,  ^nd  the  mother  of  a  numerous  off- 
spring." ^ 

"  She  shall  not  want.  This  is  an  asylum  for  dis- 
tressed husbands.  Your  men,  who  have  not  force 
enough  to  command  at  home,  come  to  my  ship  as  to 
a  city  of  refuge.  You  will  make  the  seventh  who  has 
found  peace  by  fleeing  to  this  sanctuary.  Their  fam- 
ilies are  supported  by  ways  best  known  to  ourselves, 
and  all  parties  are  content.  This  is  not  the  least  of 
my  benevolent  acts." 

"  It  is  praiseworthy  and  ]ust,  honourable  Captain ; 
and  I  hope  that  Desire  anJ  her  offspring  may  not  be 
forgotten.  The  labourer  is  surely  worthy  of  his  hire ; 
and  if,  peradventure,  I  should  toil  in  your  behalf 
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through  stress  ofcempulsioii^  I  h6pe  the  gol>d  woma 
and  her  young,  may  fatten  on  your  liberality.'^ 

"  You  have  my  Vfotd ;  they  shall  not  be  neglected.'^ ' 

^^  Perhaps,  just  Gentleman,  if  an  allotment  should' 
be  made  in  advance  from  that  stock  of  gold,  the 
mind  of  my  consort  would  be  relieved,  her  itiquiriei 
afler  my  fate  not  so  searching,  and  her  spii^it  lest 
troubled.  I  have  reason  to  understand  the  temper 
of  Desire ;  and  am  well  identified,  that,  while  th« 
prospect  of  want  is  before  her  eyes,  there  will*be  a 
clamour  in  Newport  Now  that  the  Lord  has  gra- 
ciously given  me  the  hopes  of  a  respite,  there  can  be 
no  sin  in  wishingto  enjoy  it  in  peace.'' 

Although  the  Kover  was  far  from  believing,  witfi 
his  captive,  that  the  tongue  of  Desire  could  disturb 
the  harmony  of  his  ship,  he  was  in  the  humoiir  to  be 
indul^nt.  Touching  the  spring  again,  he  took  a 
handml  of  the  gold,  and,  extending  it  towards  Home** 
spun,  demanded, — 

"  Will  you  take  the  bounty,  and  the  oath  ?  The 
money  will  then  be  your  own." 

"  The  Lord  defend  Us  from  the  evil  one,  and  de- 
liver us  all  from  temptation !"  ejaculated  the  tailor: 
"  Hejpoic  Rover^  I  have  a  dread  of  tlje  law.  Should 
any  evil  overcome  you,  in  the  shape  of  a  King's 
cruiser,  or  ^  tempest  cast  you  on  the  land,  there 
might  be  danger  in  being  contaminated  too  closely 
with  your  crew.  Any  little  services  which  I  may 
render,  on  compulsion,  will  be  overlooked,  1  humbly 
hope ;  and  I  trust  to  your  magnanimity,  honest  and 
honourable  Commander,  that  the  same  will  not  he 
forgotten  in  the  division  of  your  upright  earnings." 

"  This  is  but  the  spirit  of  cabbaging,  a  little  dis- 
torted," muttered  the  Rover,  as  he  turned  lightly  on 
his  heel,  and  tapped  the  gong,  with  an  impatience 
that  sent  the  startling  sound  through  every  cranny  of 
the  ship.   Four  or  five  heads  were  thrust  in  at  the  dif- 
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J^^nt  doors  of  t^  cabin,  ai^d  the  voice  of  one  was 
/^ard,  desiring  to  know  the  wishes  of  their  leader.    ] 
'*  Take  ^  him  to"  his  hammock,^'  was  the  quick, 
Sudden  order. 

The  good-man  Homespun,  who,  from  fright  or 
policj,  appeared  to  be  utterly  unable  to  move,  was 

Juickly  lifted  from  his  seat,  and  conveyed  to  the 
oor  which  communicated  with  the  quarter-deck. 
"  Pause,"  he  exclaimed  to  his  unceremonious 
bearers,  as  they  were  ,about  to  transport  him  to  the 
place  designated  by  their  Captain ;  "  1  have  one 
word  yet  to  say.  Honest  and  loyal  Rebel,  though  I 
do  not  accept  your  service,  neither  do  I  refuse  it  in 
an  unseemly  and  irreverent  manner.  It  is  a  sore^ 
temptation,  and  I  feel  it  at  my  fingers^  ends.  3ut  a 
covenant  may  be  made  between  us,  by  which  neither 
party  shall  be  a  loser,  and  in  which  the  law  shall 
find  no  grounds  of  displeasure.  I  would  wish, 
raighty  Commodore,  to  carry  an  honest  name  to  my 
grave,  and  I  would  also  wish  to  live  out  the  number 
of  my  days ;  for,  after  having  passed  with  so  much 
eredit,  and  unharmed,  through  five  bloody  and  cruel 


wars" — 


"  Away  with  him !"  was  the  stern  and  startling 
interruption. 

Homespun  vanished,  as  though  magic  had  been 
employed  in  transporting  him,  and  the  Rover  was 
again  left  to  himself.  His  meditations  were  not  in- 
terrupted, for  a  long  lime,  by  human  footstep  or 
voice.  That  breathing  stillness,  which  unbending 
and  stern  discipline  can  alone  impaii;,  pervaded  the 
ship.  A  landsman,  seated  in  the  cabin,  might  have 
fa^ncied  himself,  although  surrounded  by  a  crew  of 
lawless  and  violent  men,  in  the  solitude  of  a  desert- 
ed church,  so  suppress^^d,  and  deadened,  were  even 
those  sounds  thdlt  were  absolutely  necessary.  There 
were  heard  at  times,  it  is  true,  the  high  and  harsh 
notes  of  sonus  reveller  who  appeared  to  break  forth 
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in  the  strains  of  a  sea  song,  which,  as  fliey  isstrcd 
from  the  depths  of  the  vessel,  and  were  not  verjr 
musical  in  themselves,  broke  on  the  sijence  like  the 
first  discordant  strains  of  a  new  practitioner  on  a 
bugle.  But  even  these  interruptions  gradually  grew 
less'  frequent,  and  finally  became  inaudible.  At 
length  the  Rover  heard  a  hand  fumbling  about  the 
handle  of  the  cabin  door,  and  then  his  military  friend 
"once  more  made  his  appearance. 

There  was  that  in  the  step,  the  countenance,  and 
the  whole  air  of  the  General,  which  proclaimed 
that  his  recent  service,  if  successful,  had  not  been 
achieved  entirely  without  personal  hazard.  The 
Rover,  who  had  started  from  his  seat  the  moment  he 
saw  who  had  entered,  instantly  demanded  his  report. 

"  The  white  is  so  drunk,  that  he  cannot  lie  down 
without  holding  on  to  the  mast;  but  the  negro  is 
either  a  cheat,  or  his  head  is  made  of  flint."      ^ 

"  1  hope  you  have  not  too  easily  abandoned  the 
design." 

"  1  would  as  soon  batter  a  mountain !  my  retreat 
was  not  made  a  minute  too  soon." 

The  Rover  fastened  his  eyes  on  the  General,  for  a 
moment,  in  order  to  assure  himself  of  Hie  precise 
condition  of  Ws  subaltern,  ere  he  replied, — 

"  It  is  well.  We  will  now  retire  for  the  night." 

The  other  carefully  dressed  his  tall  person,  and" 
brought  his  face  in  the  direction  of  the  little  hatch- 
way so  often  named.     Then,  by  a  sort  of  desperate 
effort,  he  essayed  to  march  to  the  spot,  with  his  cus- 
tomary upright  mien  and  military  step.     As  one  or 
two  errat^^  movements,  and  crossings  of  the  legs, 
were  not  commented  on  by  his  Captain,  the  worthy 
n^iartinet  descended  the  stairs,  as  he  believed,  with  . 
sufficient  dignity ;  the  moral  man  not  being  in  the ' 
precise  state  which  is  the  best  adapted,  to  discover 
any  little  blunders  that  might  be  made  by  his  physi- 
cal coadjutor.  The  Rover  looked  at  his  watch ;  and,  u 


THE    RED    ROVER.  Ill 

after  allowing  sufficient  time  for  the  deliberate  re- 
treat of  the  General,  he  stepped  lightly  on  the  stairs, 
and  descended  also. 

The  lower  apartments  of  the  vessel,  though  less 
«triking  in  their  equipments  than  the  upper  cabin 
were  arranged  with  great  attention  to  neatness  and 
COffifoxt.  A  few  offices  for  the  servants  occupied 
the  extreme  after-part  of  the  ship,  commu4aicating 
by  doors'  with  the  dining  apartment  of  the  secondary 
officers ;  or,  as  it  was  called  in  technical  language, 
fte  "  ward-room.''  On  either  side  of  this,  again,  were  ^ 
tile  state-rooms,  an  imposing  name,  by  which  the 
dormitories  of  those  who  are  entitled  to  the  honours 
of  the  quarter-deck  are  ever  called.  Forward  of 
the  ward-room,  came  the  apartments  of  the  minor 
officers ;  and,  immediately  in  front  of  them,  the 
corps  of  the  individual  who  was  called  the  General 
was  lodged,  fomjiing,  by  their  discipline,  a  barrier  be- 
tween the  more  lawless  seamen  and  their  superiors. 

There  was  little  departure,  in  this  disposition  of 
the  accooiH^odations,  from  the  ordinary  arrangements 
of  vessels  of  war  of  the  same  description  and  force 
a9  {tie  *•  Rover ;"  but  Wilder  had  not  failed  to  re- 
markf  that  the  bulkheads  which  separated  the  cabins 
from  the  birth-deck,  or  the  part  occupied  by  the 
crew,  were  far  stouter  than  common,  and  that  a 
small  howitzer  was  at  hand,  to  be  used,  as  a  physi- 
cian nxight  say,  internally,  should  occasion  require. 
The  doors  were  of  extraordinary  strength,  and  the 
means  of  barricadoing  them  resembled  more  a  prep- 
aration for  battle,  than  the  usual  securities  against 
petty  encroachments  on  private  property.  Muskets, 
blunderbusses,  pistols,  ,sabres,  half-pikes,  &c.,  were 
fixed  to  the  beams  and  carlings,  or  were  made""  to 
aiejrve  as  ornaments  against  the  different  bulkheads, 
ifk  a  profusion  that  plainly  told  they  were  there  as 
much  for  use  as  for  show.  In  short,  to  the  eye  of  a 
teaman,  the  whole  betrayed  a  state  of  things,  m 
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which  the  superiors  felt  that  their  whole  securitj 
against  the  violence  and  insubordination  of  their  in- 
feriors, depended  on  their  influence  and  their  ability 
to  resist,  united ;  and  that  the  former  had  not  deem- 
ed it  prudent  to  neglect  any  of  the  precautions  which 
might  aid  their  comparatively  less  powerful  physical 
force. 

In  the  principal  of  tlie  lower  apartments,  or  the 
ward-room,  the  Rover  found  his  newly  enlisted  lieu- 
tenant, apparently  busy  in  studying  the  regulations 
of  the  service  in  which  he  had  just  embarked.  Ap- 
proaching the  corner  in  which  the  latter  had  seated 
himself,  the  former  said,  in  a  frank,  encouraging,  aiid 
even  confidential  manner, — 

"  1  hope  you  find  our  laws  sufliciently  firm,  Mr 
Wilder." 

"  Want  of  fimi^ess  is  i)ot  their  fault ;  if  the  same 
quality  can  always  be  observed  in  administering 
them,  it  is  well,"  returned  the  other,  rising  to  salute 
his  superior.  "  I  have  never  found  such  rigid  rules, 
even  in  " 


"Even  in  what,  sir?"  demanded  the  Rover,  per- 
ceiving that  his  companion  hesitated. 

"  I  was  about  to  say, '  Even  in  his  Majesty's  ser- 
vice,' "  returned  Wilder,  slightly  colouring.  "  I  know' 
not  whether  it  may  be  a  fault,  or  a  recommendation, 
to  have  served  in  a  King's  ship.'^ 

"  It  is  the  latter ;  at  least  I,  for  one,  should 
think  it  so,  since  I  learned  my  trade  in  the  same 


service." 


"  In  what  ship  ?"  eagerly  interrupted  Wilder. 

"  In  many,'?  was  the  cold  reply.  "  But,  speaking 
of  rigid  rules,  you  will  soon  perceive,  that,  in  a  service 
where  there  are  no  courts  on  shore  to  protect  us, 
nor  any  sister-cruisers  to  look  after  each  other's  wel- 
fare, no  small  portion  of  power  is  necessarily  vested 
in  the  Commander.  You  find  my  authority  a  good 
deal  extended," 
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**  A  little  unlimited,"  said  Wilder,  wilh  a  smili 
^wit  might  have  passed  for  ironical.  ' 

**  I  hope  you  wiU  have  no  occasion  to  say  that  it 
is  arbitrarily  executed,**  returned  the  Rover,  v^rithout 
observing^  or  perhaps  without  letting  it  appear  that 
be  observed,  the  expression  of  his  companion's  coun- 
tenance. "  But  your  hour  is  come,  and  you  arre  now 
at  Hberty  to  land." 

The  young  man  thanked  him,  with  a  courteous  in- 
clination of  the  head,  and  expressed  his  readiness  to 
go.  As  they  ascended  the  ladder  into  the  upper 
cabin,  the  Captain  expressed  his  regret  that  the  hour, 
and  the  necessity  of  preserving  the  incognito  of  his 
ship,  would  not  permit  him  to  send  an  officer  of  his 
rank  ashore  in  the  manner  he  could  wish. 

"But  then  there  is  the  skiff,  in  which  you  came 
off,  still  alongside,  and  your  own  two  stout  fellows 
will  soon  twitch  you  to  yon  pSfe.  A  propos  of 
those  two  men,  are  they  included  in  our  arrange- 
ments?" 

"  They  have  never  quitted  me  since  my  childhood, 
and  would  not  wish  to  do  it  now." 

"  It  is  a  singular  tie  that  unites  two  men,  so  oddly 
constituted,  to  one  so  different,  by  habits  and  educa* 
tion,  from  themselves,"  returned  the  Rover,  glancing 
his  eye  keenly  at  the  other,  and  withdrawing  it  the 
instant  he  perceived  his  interest  in  the  answer  was 
observed.  , 

"  It  is,"  Wilder  calmly  replied ;  "  but,  as  we  are 
all  seamen,  the  difference  is  not  so  great  as  one 
would  at  first  imagine.  I  will  now  join  them,  and 
take  an  opportunity  to  let  them  know  that  they  are 
to  serve  in  future  under  your  orders." 

The  Rover  suffered  him  to  leave  the  cabin i  fol- 
lowing to  the  quarter-deck,  with  a  careless  step,  as 
if  he  had  come  abroad  to  breathe  the  open  air  of  the 
night. 

The  weather  had  not  changed,  but  it  stiH  con- 
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tinued  dark,  though  mild.  The  same  silliness  as 
before  reigned  on  thp  decks  of  &e  9hip  vaii4  Q0^ 
where,  with  a  solitary  exception,  wa8  a  human  forni 
to  be  seen,  amid  the  collection  of  dark  objecte  th«kf 
rose  on  the  sight,  all  of  which  Wilder  well  under^- 
stood  io  be  necessary  fixtvires  in  the  vessel.  Th^ 
exception  was  the  same  individual  who  had  first 
received  our  adventurer,  atid  who  still  jmced  the 
quarter-deck,  wrapped,  as  before,  in  a  watch-coat. 
To  this  personage  the  youth  now  addressed  himself^ 
announcing  his  intention  temporarily  to  quit  the  ves- 
sel. His  communication  was  received  with  a  respect 
that  satisfied  him  his  new  rank  was  already  known. 
althougn,  as  it  would  seem,  it  was  to  be  made  to 
succumb  to  the  superior  authority  of  the  Rover. 

"  You  know,  sir,  that  no  one,  of  whatever  station, 
can  leave  the  ship  ,at  this  hour,  without  an  order 
from  the  Captain^fft  was  the  civil,  but  steady  reply- 

"  So  I  presume  \  but  I  have  the  order,  and  trans^ 
mit  it  to  you.     I  shall  land  in  my  own  boat."     « 

The  other,  seeing  a  figure  within  hearing,  which 
he  well  knew  to  be  that  of  his  Commander,  waited 
an  instant,  to  ascertain  if  what  he  heard  was  true. 
Finding  that  no  objection  was  made,  nor  any  sign 
given,  to  the  contrary,  he  merely  indicated  the  place 
where  the  other  would  find  his  boat. 

"  The  men  have  left  it !"  exclaimed  Wilder,  step^ 
ping  back  in  surprise,  as  he  was  about  to  descend 
the  vessel's  side. 

"  Have  the  rascals  run,?" 

•*  Sir,  "they  have  not  run ;  neither  are  they  ras- 
cals.    They  are  in  this  ship,  and  must  be  founds" 

The  other  waited,  to  witness  the  effect  of  these 
authoritative  words,  too,  on  the  individual,  who  still 
lingered  in  the  shadow  of  a  mast.  As  no  answer 
was,  however,  given  ft-om  that  quarter,  he  saw  the 
necessity  of  obedience.  Intimating  his  intention  to 
seek  die  men,  he  passed  into  the  forward  parts  of 
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ibe  y,c8sel,!l^irkig  Wilder,  as  he  thought^  in  die  sole 

Eosse^oii  of  the  quarter-deck.  The  latter  was, 
owe>jer,  sooa  undeceived.  The  Rover,  advancing 
carelessly  to  his  side,  made  an  allusion  to  the  con- 
dition of  his  vessel,  in  order  to  divert  the  thoughts 
of  his  n^w  lieutenant,  who,  by  his  hurried  manner  of 
pacing  the  deck,  he  saw,  was  beginning  to  indulge 
m  uneasy  meditations. 

"  A  charming  sea*boat,  Mr  Wilder,"  he  continued, 
"  and  one  that  never  throws  a  drop  of  spray  abaft 
her  mainmast.  She  is  just  the  craft  a  seaman  loves ; 
easy  on  her  rigging,  and  lively  in  a  sea.  I  call  her 
the  '  Dolphin,'  from  the  manner  in  which  she  cuts 
the  water;  and,  perhaps,  because  she  has  as  many 
colours  as  that  fish,  you  will  say — Jack  must  have  a 
name  for  his  ship,  you  know,  and  I  dislike  your  cut- 
throat appellations,  your  'Spit-fi|*es'  and  'Bloody- 
murders.'"  ^ 

"You  were  fortunate  in  finding  such  a  vessel. 
Was  she  built  to  yoiir  orders  ?" 

"Few  ships,  under. six  hundred  tons,  sail  from 
these  colonies,  that  are  not  built  to  serve  my  pur- 
poses," returned  the  Rover,  with  a  smile ;  as  if  he 
would  cheer  his  companion,  by  displaying  the  mine 
of  wealth  that  was  opening  to  him,  through  the  new 
connexion  he  had  made.  "  This  vessel  was  originally 
built  for  his  Most  Faithful  Majesty ;  and,  I  believe, 
was  either  intended  as  a  present  or  a  scourge  to  the 
Algerines  ;  but — ^but  she  has  changed  owners,  as  you 
see,  and  her  fortune  is  a  little  altered ;  though  how, 
or  why,  is  a  trifle  with  which  we  will  not,  just  now, . 
divert  ourselves.  I  have  had  her  in  port ;  she  has 
undergone  some  improvements,  and  is  now  altogether 
suited  to  a  running  trade." 
^'  You  then  venture,  sometimes,  inside  the  forts  ?'* 

"  When  you  have  leisure,  my  private  journal  may 
aO'ord  some  interest,"  the  other  evasively  replied. 
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«'  1  hope,  Mr  Wilder,  yot  find  this  tesisel  in 
state  that  a  seaman  need  not  blush  for  her  f** 

"Her  beauty  and  neatness  first  caught  Trj.'e 
and  induced  me  to  make  closer  inquiries  iro  ^ 
character." 

"  You  were  quick  in  seeing  that  she  was  kept  at  a 
smgle  anchor !"  returned  the  other,  laughing.  "  Btit 
I  never  risk  any  thing  without  a  reason ;  not  even 
the  loss  of  my  ground  tackle.  4t  would  be  no  great 
achievement,  for  so  warm  a  battery  as  this  I  carry, 
to  silence  yonder  apology  for  a  fort ;  but,  in  doing  it, 
we  might  receive  an  unfortunate  hit,  and  therefore 
do  1  keep  ready  for  an  instant  departure." 

**  It  must  be  a  little  awkward,  to  fight  in  a  war 
where  one  cannot  lower  his  flag  in  any  emergency !" 
said  Wilder ;  more  like  X)ne  who  mused,  than  ope 
who  intended  to  express  the  opinion  ^loud. 

"  The  bottom  ts  always  beneath  us,"  was  the  la- 
conic answer.  "But  to  you  I  may  say,  that  I  am, 
on  principle^  tender  on  my  spars.  They  are  e^am- 
ided  daily,  like  the  heels  of  a  racer ;  for  it  often 
happens  that  our  valour  must  be  well-tempered  Y^ 
discretion." 

"  And  how,  and  where,  do  you  refit,  when  daibag- 
ed  in  a  gale,  or  in  a  fight  ?" 

**  Hum !  We  contrive  to  refit,  sir,  and  to  take  ttfe 
sea  in  tolerable  condition." 

He  stopped ;  and  Wilder,  perceiving  that  he  was 
not  yet  deemed  entitled  to  entire  confidence,  contiti- 
ued  silent.  In  this  pause,  the  officer  returned,  fol- 
lowed by  the  black  alone.  A  few  words  served  to 
explain  the  condition  of  Fid.  It  was  very  apparent 
that  the  young  man  was  not  only  disappointed,  but 
that  he  was  Jeeply  mortified.  The  frank  and  ingen- 
uous'air,  however,  with  whfch  he  turned  to  the  Ro- 
ver, to  apologize  for  the  dereliction  of  his  follower, 
satisfied  the  latter  that  he  was  far  from  suspecting 
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any  improper  agency  in  bringing  about  his  awkward 

condition. 

~  *'  You  know  the  character  of  seamen  too  well, 
sir,"  he  said,  "  to  impute  this  oversight  to  my  poor 
fellow  as  a  heinous  fault.  A  better  sailor  never  lay 
on  a  yard,  or  stretched  a  ratUn,  than  Dick  Fid ;  but 
I  must  allow  he  has  the  quality  of  good  fellowship 
to  excess.'^ 

"You  are  fortunate- in  havii^  one  man  left  you 
to  pull  the  boat  ashore,"  carelessly  retunjed  the 

j.other.  ^ 

"I  am  more  than  equal  to  that  little. exertion  my- 
self: nor  do  1  like  to  separate  the  men.  With  your 
permission,  the  black  ^all  be  birthed,  too,  in  the 

.  ship  to-night." 

"  As  you  please.  Empty  hammocks  are  not  scarce 
among  us,  smce  the  last  brush." 
.  Wilder  then  directed  the  negro  to  return  to  his 
xnessmate,  and  to  watch  over  him  so  long  as  he  should 
f|t^  ui^ble  to  look  after  himself.  The  black,  who 
was/far  from  being  as  clear-headed  as  conamon,  wil- 
lingly complied.  The  young  man  then  took  leave 
of  bis  companioiis,  and  descended  into  the  skifif.    As 

.  he  puBed,  with  vigorous  arms,  away  from  the  dark 
jSbip)  his  eyes  were  cast  upward,  with  a  seaman^s 

i  pteasure,  on  the  order  and  neatnesis  of  her  gear,  and 

^.tb^Dce  they  fell  on  the  frowning  mass  of  the  hull. 

^Ji  light-built,  compact  form  was  seen  standing  on  the 

Ji^^eTof  the  bowsprit,  apparently  watching  his  move- 
ai^ntsj;,  and,  notwithstanding  the  gloom  of  the  cloud- 

l)^  star-light,  he  was  enabled  to  detect,  in  the  indi- 

^||4i^  who  took  so  much  apparent  interest  in  his 

,|»pceedings,  the  person  of  the  Rover. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 


-^*  What  it  yon  gentleman 


>M 


Nurse.   "  The  son  and  heir  of  old  Tiberio. 

JuLivr.  **  What's  lie  that  follows  there,  that  would  not  dance  i** 

NuBSK.  "  Marry,  1  know  noL** 

Romeo  and  Juliet 

The  sun  was  just  heaving  up,  out  of  the  field  <^ 
waters  in  which  the  blue  islands  of  Massachasetts 
lie,  when  the  inhabitants  of  Newport  were  seen 
openiiig  their  doors  and  windows,  and  preparing  for  - 
the  different  employments  of  the  day,  with  the  fresh- 
ness and  alacrity  of  people  who  had  wisely  adhered 
to  the  natural  allotments  of  time  in  seeking  their 
rests,  or  in  pursuing  their  pleasures.  The  morning 
salutations  passed  cheerfully  from  one  to  another,  as 
each  undid  the  slight  fastenings  of  his  shop ;  and 
many  a  kind  inquiry  was  made,  and  returned,  after 
the  condition  of  a  daughter's  fever,  or  the  rheumatism 
of  some  aged  grandam.  As  the  landlord  of  the 
**  Foul  Anchor"  was  so  wary  in  protecting  the  char- 
acter of  his  house  from  any  unjust  imputations  of 
unseemly  revelling,  so  was  he  among  the  foremost 
in  opening  his  doors,  to  catch  any  transient  customer, 
who  might  feel  the  necessity  of  washing  a wiay  ttie 
damps  of  the  past  night,  in  some  invigorating  stom- 
achic. This  cordial  T^^as  very  generally  taken  in  the 
British  provinces,  under  the  various  names  of  "  bit- 
ters," "juleps,"  "morning-drams,"  "fogmatics,"  &;c., 
according  as  the  situation  of  each  district  appeared 
to  require  some  particular  preventive.  The  custom 
is  getting  a  little  into  disuse,  it  is  true ;  but  still  it 
retains  much  of  that  sacred  character  which  it  would 
seem  is  the  concomitant  of  antiquity,  jt  is  not  a 
little  extraordinary  that  this  venerable  and  laudable 
practice,  of  wsdhing  away  the  unwholesome  impuri- 
ties engendered  in  the  human  syitem,  at  a  time  when, 
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as  it  is  entirely  without  any  moral  protector,  it  is 
left  exposed  to  the  attacks  of  all  the  exils  to  which 
flesh  is  heir,  shoald  subject  the  American  to  the  wit- 
ticisms of  his  European  brother.  We  are  not  among 
the  least  grateful  to  those  foreign  philanthropists  who 
take  so  deep  an  interest  in  our  welfare  as  seldom  to 
let  any  republican  foible  pass,  without  applying  to 
it,  as  it  merits,  the  caustic  application  of  their  puri- 
fying pens.  We  are,  perhaps,  the  more  sensible  of 
this  generosity,  because  we  have  had  so  much  occa- 
sion to  witness,  that,  so  great  is  their  zeal  in  behalf 
of  our  infant  States,  (robust,  ^nd  a  little  unmanage- 
able perhaps,  but  still  infant)  they  are  wont,  in  the 
warmth  of  their  ardour,  to  reform  Cis-atlantic  sins, 
to  overlook  not  a  few  backslidings  of  their  own. 
Numberless  are  the  moral  missionaries  that  the 
mother  country,  for  instance,  has  sent  among  us,  on 
these  pious  and  benevolent  errands.  We  can  only 
regret  that  their  efforts  have  been  crowned  with  so 
little  success.  It  was  our  fortune  to  be  familiarly 
acquainted  with  one  of  these  worthies,  who  never 
lost  an  opportunity  of  declaiming,  above  all,  against 
the  infamy  of  the  particular  practice  to  which  we 
have  just  alluded.  Indeed,  so  broad  was  the  ground 
he  took,  that  he  held  it  to  be  not  only  immoral,  but, , 
what  was  far  worse,  ungenteel,  to  swallow  any  thing 
stronger  than  small  beer,  before  the  hour  allotted  to 
dinner.  After  that  important  period,  it  was  not  only 
permitted  to  assuage  the  previous  mortifications  of 
the  flesh,  but,  so  liberal  did  he  show  himself  in  the 
orthodox  indulgence,  that  he  was  regularly  carried 
to  his  bed  at  midnight,  from  which  he  as  regularly 
issued,  in  the  course  of  the  following  morning,  to 
discoui'se  again  on  the  thousand  deformities  of  pre- 
mature drink.  And  here  we  would  take  occasion 
to  say,  that,  as  to  our  own  insignificyit  person^  we 
eschew  the  abomination  altogether ;  and  only  regret 
that  those  of  tfce  two  nations,  who  ftud  ^jW^wx^  \\\ 


-120  THE    RED    ROVER* 

the  practice,  could  not  come  to  some  amicable  up-; 
derstanding  as  to  the  precise  period,  of  the  twenty- 
four  hours,  when  it  is  permitted  to  such  Christian' 
geatlemen  as  talk  English  to  get  drunk.  That  the 
negotiators  who  framed  the  last  treaty  of  amity 
should  have  overlooked  this  important  moral  topic, 
is  another  evidence  that  both  parties  were  so  tired 
of  an  unprofitable  war  as  to  patch  up  a  peace  in  a 
hurry.  It  is  not  too  late  to  name  a  commission  foi 
this  purpose  ;  and,  in  order  that  the  question  may  be^ 
fairly  treated  on  its  merits,  we  presume  to  suggest  to 
the  Executive  the  propriety  of  nominating,  as  our 
commissioner,  some  confirmed  advocate  of  the  sys- 
tem of  "juleps."  It  is  believed  our  worthy  and  in- 
dulgent Mother  can  have  no  difficulty  in  selecting  a^ 
suitable  opponent  from  the  ranks  of  her  numerous 
and  well-trained  diplomatic  corps. 

fWith  this  manifestation  of  our  personal  liberality, 
united  to  so  much  interest  in  the  proper,  and  we 
hope  final,  disposition  of  this  important  question,  we 
may  be  permitted  to  resume  the  narrative,  without 
being  set  down  as  advocates  for  morning  stimulants, 
or  evening  intoxication;  which  is  a  very  just  divis- 
ion of  the  whole  subject,  as  w^e  believe,  from  no 
j^erv  limited  observation. 

The  landlord  of  the  "  Foul  Anchor,"  then,  was 
early  a-foot,  to  gain  an  honest  penny  from  any  of  the 
supporters  of  the  former  system-who  might  chance 
to  select  his  bar  for  their  morning  sacrifices  to  Bac- 
chus, in  preference  to  that  of  his  neighbour,  he  who 
endeavoured  to  entice  the  lieges,  by  exhibiting  a  red- 
faced  man,  in  a  scarlet  coat,  that  was  called  the 
"  Head  of  George  the  Second."  It  would  seem 
that  the  commendable  activity  of  the  alert  publican 
was  not  to  go  without  its  reward.  The  ttde  of  cus- 
tom set  strongly,  for  the  first  half-hour,  towards  the 
haven  of  his  hospitable  bar;  nor  did  he  appear  en- 
tirely to  abandon  the  hopes  of  a  further  influx,  even 


begimdiig  to^dfpart,  qn  tkw  several  piitsuits,  be  left 
bis  9ta:tiou,^f]id,.a,ppeafed  at  the  outer  ^or,  with  .a 
bap^  i^  ^achvpbj^^t,  as  tbpugh  he  <QunJ  a  secrat 
pi^sure  \^,  ^mQTJCj,^sig\\ngo£  ^eir.Bew  te^^ntSif 
-^  stfai^pj^,  wji>if>  W  oW?*  i^i^red  with  tbe  othejmi 
an^  wh^  qf  ,^o^i]sp,  h^jip^jpart^en  of  the  cii^« 
|tpparf  |ib^tionsi,.)s(^ST(^t%nflipg  at  a  little  djsilanpe, 
^itk  ^.  9^^^  ^TMst.iato  the^bospm  of  his  ye§tiis^i  tf' 
iie  .^ei^^  (;^\ueAy  ocax^ed  witb  Jbi?  o^n  reflectlonfti 
Tf'hiB  figmr^  9?^\^^  ^\^  ^iHjerstafldi^g.eye  of  the.  ]^^* 
lican,  who  instaivttyji^niQpiyed  tb&inoJt^aQ^  who  fc^ 
had  recpifi;se:to  the  jiprop^  B^r^^  stimyilatits,  eould 
>vear  so  fifj^|jfte^  fec^^^^t  t^^t^^ e§jr^ pe^rioflsin  1b0 
cares  of  the  day,  and  that  consequently  sometbi^ 
yv^a^jset  ;to,^,gafi}e4,J^y  ppfining  ttie  p^thof  direct 
conipiu/iica^tipf^  between  ttiw       ^  ,. 

•i'  A  cleaga  pir  this^  ^4i^A^  ^  bru^h  away  the  df^inpfs 
^^  the  i^gbt>"  he  ^i^,  ^puQiqg  the  reafly  deliejpl*^ 
and  invjgoriijt^  br^tbingspf  a  fijie  October  morfi^C 
1^  "  It  is  siicb  pjqrifier^  *s  thiF,  that  gives  pur  isj&iidi 
its  character,  and  makes  it  perhaps,  the  very  hedAb^^ 
ie§t,'as  it  js^universaily  ad^ted  to'be  the  beajiitiftij- 
^e^t^  spot  if  I  cr^tion. — A  stranger  here,  His  likely  ?'' 

"But  ^Vdf^e  lately  arrived,  sir,"  was  the  reply. 

"Aie^faru^  njan,  by  your  dress?  and  one  ifQ' 
search  of  a  ship,. as  I  am  ready  to  qualify  to  ;"  coq*- 
tijc^u^dibe  pjifbli!can,chvicfcling,  perhaps,  at  hi$  own 
j^euetratipn.  "WeJ^avemapy  such  that  passes  her^-: 
^way  •  but  people  mustnH  think,  because  Newppi?t^ 
is  so  flourishing  a  town,  that  births  can  always  be^had" 
for  afil<M?g<^  Have  you  tried  yapr  luck  yet  in  the 
yapij^rpT  tlie-Bay  rrovipce?"  .  ? 

*'.^  left  Boston  no  later  than  the  day  b^fpre  yester- 
day/^       * 

v"  What,  couldn't  tlj^  proud  to wnsfplk  find  you  a 
fihip  !  Ay,  they  are  a  mightv  people  at  talking,  and^ 
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it  isn't  often  fliat  they  put  tticir  cdinffl<$  nyidcr  t!4# 
bushel ;  and  yet  U^re  are  what  I  call  good  iudgbi^; 
who  think  Narraganset  Bay  is  in  a  fair  v^ay,  shortly^ 
to  count  as  many  sail  as  Massachnsette,  There; 
yonder,  is  a  wholesome  brig,  that  is  going,  within  the 
week,  to  turn  'her  horses  into  rum  and  sugar ;  and 
here  is  a  ship  that  hauled  into  the  stream  no  longet 
ago  than  yesterday  sun-down.  That  is  a  noWe  ves-' 
sel,  and  has  cabins  fit  for  a  prince  !  She'll  be  oflP 
with  the  change  of  the  wind ;  and  I  dare  say  a  good 
hand  'wouldn't  go  a-begging  aboard  her  just  now. 
Then  yonder  is  a  slaver,  off  the  fort,  if  you  like  a 
eaigo  of  wo<3-heads  for  your  money.'' 

"And  is  it  thought  the  ship  in  the  inner  hart>our 
will  sail  with  the  first  wind?**  demanded  the  stran- 
ger. 

"  It  is  downright.  My  wife  is  a  full  cousin  to  flie 
wife  of  the  Collector's  clerk ;  and  I  have  it  straight 
that  the  papers  are  ready,  and  that  nothing  but  the 
wind  detains  them.  I  keep  some  short  scores,  ycfti 
know,  friend,  with  the  blue-jackets,  and  it  behove# 
an  honest  man  to  look  to  his  interests  in  these  hard 
timfeg.  Yes,  there  she  lies ;  a  well-known  ship,  the 
*  Royal  Caroline.'  She  makes  a  regular  v'yage  once 
a  year  between  the  Provinces  and  Bristol,  touching 
here,  out  and  home,  to  give  us  certain  supplies,  and 
lo  wood  and  water ;  and  then  she  goes  home,  or  to 
♦he  Carolinas,  as  the  case  may  be." 

"  Pray,  sir,  has  she  much  of  an  armament?"  con- 
tinued the  strans;er,  who  began  to  lose  his  thoughtful 
air,  in  the  more  evident  interest  iie  was  beginning  to 
take  in  the  discourse. 

**  Yes,  yes ;  she  is  not  without  a  few  bull-dogs,  to 
bark  in  defence  of  her  own  rights,  and  to  say  a  word 
in  support  of  his  Majesty's  honour,  too ;  God  bless 
him !  Judy  !  you  Jude  !"  he  shouted,  at  theu  top  of 
his  voice,  to  a  negro  girl,  who  was  gathering  kind- 
Ung-wood  among  the  chips  of  a  ship-yard,  "  scamper 


cH^ar  tb  ndghbdur  Homespun^  and  ri^e  ftwayjat 
his  bed-room  witidoM^B :  the  BiaH  has  overslept  him* 
self :  it  is  Ddt  comliic^  to  hear  seven  o^clock  strike, 
and  the  thirsty;  tailor  niot  ^pear  for  his  bitters.^' 
^  A  short  c^^tiod  took  place  in  the  idialoguef  while 
tile  wench  was  executii^  her  master^s  orders.  The 
fiitiii^ns  produced  no  other  e^ct  than  to  dr»w  «. 
shriH  reply  from  Desire,  whose  voice  penetratedv 
Arough  the  thin  board  coVering[s  of  the  httle  dwell- 
ing, a^  readily  as  sound  would  be  convejned  tlwoiKg^ 
a'^ilieve.  In  another  moment  a  window  was  opened, 
aiid  Use  worthy  hOfiseM^fe  fimist  her  dijsfturbed  visage 
into  the  fresh  air  of  the  morning. 

'"^What  next!  vehat  next!-'  demaikded  the  offend- 
eid,  and,  a«  she  was  fain  to  believe,  n^lected  wife,^ 
under  the  impression  that  it  was  her  truant  husband, 
making  his  tardy  return  to  his  domestic  allegiance, 
who  had  thus  presumed  to  disturb  her  slumbers.  ^I« 
it  not  enoi^i  that  you  have  eloped  from  my  bed  and 
board,  for  a  long  night,  but  you  must  dare  to  break' 
iji  oh  the  natural  rest  of  a  whole  feimily,  seven  bk^^ 
ed  children,  without  counting  theii<  mother!  O  Hec- 
ttf)  Hector !  an  example  are  you  getting  to  be  to  the 
young  and  giddy,  and  a  warning  will  you  yet  prove 
to  the  unthoughtful !" 

**  Brine  hither  the  black  book,"  said  the  publican 
to  hig  wife,  who  had  been  drawn  to  a  window  by  the 
lamehtatiorts  of  Desire;  ^^I  think  the  woman  said 
something  about  starting  on  a  journey  between  two 
days;  and, if  such  has  been  the  philosophy  of  the 
geod*maii,  it  behoves  all  honest  people  to  look  into 
tfifcfr  accounts.  Ay,  as  I  live,  Keziah,  you  have  let 
the  limping  beggar  get  seventeen  and  sixpence  into 
arrears,  and  that  for  such  trifles  as  morning-drams 
and  ni^t-capfl  i^^ 

c**  Y^  ire  wrathy,  friend,  wtthou treason ;  the  man 
has  9iade  a  garment  for  the  boy  at  school,  ajid  found 
fte^^-- 


1  f  sHiidi«  good  mmoi^xiiiV:  ialieirrfiptfd,  fbep  ,{ii^ba{]y|^ 
returaaing:  tibe/boofa,  ani  imAkv^jsi  w^  fwr  ber;  t<yr|g|^ 

time;  and  tbe  Ies&  ihiiii^  jwe  Joipak€,^^  j^e  ba^. 
s^xUfag^fof  a  fi^^hboUPi  tbe  lessryrill  be;8ai4c9^  aur 
oastoi  tniosgi:e6aioQB.i  A  >Tortby  and  hQird^y^ox^lQg^ 
meofaftiiiG,  sii!^'?'  he  cjoiitb^edi  ftddre^siog  .tbcr  sjl^ 
gte^t^hbiit  a  oMawbo  cryiJdi.n«(^rrgiLt  0i^  stipiff^ 
sbioe/  in  jdt  fiis^  tritidaw3i  fl%<>ju^bi  Ijeay^i^  kfioyrg,  jij^if; 
gjhakiaiftitee  toQ.&icklb^<&»cb.a  blefisiag,"  1  rt*.  .^4:^ 
J^iADfi  da.  jwi  ima^iBe<^  W^,^^^  aff  sligbit^ai 

tbia:^ye Ihayate^jttiatilHrlQb.  a^iiMMA  b^  ac^t^aUj. aj^j 

fiCOnded?"  .-..     .r-  .        ,.;]    io  i:,,'..- )i;  ...u   ._^U.i 

tprs!"  i^iirhc^i^tj^  pUbliQan^Mcr}Q|ckipgb^s  £i^ei^> 
aerofid  tite  jratondity  of  h>$  -j^^rson^  Wth  an  a|r.  9^. 
grave  tJottsideieatiww  >vW«  jja^^p^^jps — ^wrbo  Bjci,^ 
aKi  i*  werefy  io  plim  wgbt  pf )ey^yT  inap'st  g^rpts ;  if^ 
it  is^  atAi^  a  visk ltd  us  that  /oc^ i$  ^p|?  tf^j  tp^  ^BP^l 
hte:  heaftH^hould  kno^w  sometbi^  joif  tte  afl^i^^o|^^f 
D^ig^txMjdiiaQd;  If  tike  i^qcV-maa  Hoflaf^spi^^i  ^9w^  \ 
smooth  )ddwoi  &Q  tomt)er<»£  hi6^.Go^x^nio^^^  '^^si^. 
SMS  be  IsMjisra  seam  iiita  its  pJaee^ the  t^n^m^t  n^^ 
Qccur^ but  !  ■      iiDojou  drink  tbi^  ^fK^rping^.sir?" 

"  A  drop  of  your  best."  ,  /    a  ^  j 

"As  I  wa^ ^ying,'*  cQfitiniied  the  other,  while  he 
furnished  his  cttstomervaccojdiug  tohiff desirey  ''if ;*? 
t|tilor>  gpose  \yx>u}.d  tiakle  the  w^jiklespi^^lfe  q^  %li 
raffled  teoopetr  ofi  a  1vQti9anva&  it  does  , out:  qif  #f 
dal^  i;  and^iel),  if,  albir  it  had  doQ^  thisi  ta^ 
iBCght  eati  it,'  as  he  iwouldTy0nger  binl  h^p^ng^bi^iiij^ 
my^lKUTr^-trrFei^pa  jfouk  Vi^iU  b^v^/occaef|qn^^tq7n^0> 
your  dinn^  with  u^*  top,; sir?"    '  .ij 

"  I  c^iAnot  say  \  shall  ^ot,"  returned  thfe  strangej^r 
pa3ring  for  the  dram  he  had  barely  tasted;  "  Mf^e^itf^ 
iy  dctpel)d3r  <m  <  the*  r<^uH\oi  ^y  inqfiiFies  concerning 
dk^:  difi^renl  vessels  in  the  pprt;]*^  ; 

"  Then  would  1,  though  perfectly  disinterested,  af  ^  . 
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you  know,  sir,  TeeomiiieDd  you  lo  make  Urn  hoose 
jroqr  home,  trhUe  you  sojourn  in  the  town.  It  is  thi^ 
fesort  of  most  of  tt\e  seafaring  men ;  and  I  may  Sajf 
this  much  of  myself,  without  conceit — No  man  cap 
tell  you  more  of  what  you  want  to  know,  than  the 
landlord  of  the  '  Foul  Anchor.'  " 

^^  You  advise  an  application  to  the  Commander  o, 
'    this  vessel^  in  the  stream,  for  a  birth :  Will  she  sai 
80  soon  is  you  have  named  ?^ 

**  With  the  first  wind.     1  know  the  whole  history 
of  the  ship,  from  the  day  they  laid  the  blocks  for  her 
keel  to  the  minute  when  she  let  her  anchor  go  where 
you  now  see  her.     The  great  Southern  Heiress^ 
General  Grayaon's  fine  daughter,  is  to  be  a  passeon 
ger;  die,  and  her  overlooker,  Govemment-kdy,  L 
believe  tibey  call  her- — a  Mrs^  Wyllys— are  waiting 
for  the  signal,  up  here,  at  the  residence  of  Ma&m 
de  Lacey^  she  that  is  the  relict  of  the  Rear-Admi^ 
pal  of  that  name,  who  is  full-sister  to  die  General  f 
and,  therefore,  an  aunt  to  the  young  lady,  according 
to  my  reckoning.     Many  people  think  the  two  for- 
tunes will  go  together ;  in  which  case,  he  will  h^  ^  < 
not  only  a  lucky  man,  but  a  rich  one,  Who  gets  Miss 
jGetty  Grayson  for  a  wife."  ., 

The  stranger,  who  had  maintained  rather  atfTridif- 
format  manner  jduring  the  close  of  the  foregoing  dia- 
kgue,  appeared  now  disposed  to  enter  into  it,  with, 
a  degree  of  interest  suited  to  the  sex  cmd  conditioni 
of  the  present  subject  of  their  discourse.  After  ^'ait 
11^  to  catch  the  last  syllable  that  the  publican  chose 
to  expend  his  breath  on,  he  demanded,  a  little  ab- 
ruptly^— 

**  And  you  say  the  house  near  us,  on  thef  rising 
ground,  is  the  residence  of  Mrs  ^e  Lacey  ?"  , 

"  If  I  did,  I  know  nothing  of  the  matter.   By  *  up 
fa^ns,^  I  mean  half  a  mile  off.     It  is  a  place  fit  for  a> 
If^y  of  her  quality,  and  none  of  your  elbowy  dwell- 
iflgi^life^^^  cfo^^c^  ^oQt  ci9«    Oae  may^ajidlyr 


Jhem  very  ti^fes  that  sfeihd  tefoi*€i  *i^^ 
de  Lvtcey?*^ 

*'  It  -is  very  probable,"  mutfriired  the  straDger; 
who,  not  appearing  quite  aS  sensitive  in  Ms-  previa^ 
dial  admiration  as  the  publican,  had  already  rdstjps- 
^  into  his  foriner  mOsing  aif.  Instead  of  pushing 
the  discourse,  he  suddenly  turned  the  Subject,  by 
making  some  conimon-place  remark;  affd  then, 
Repeating  the  probability  of  his  being  obliged  id 
ineturrt,'he  walked  deliberately  away,  taking  the  ^ 
rection  of  the  residence  of  Mrs-  de  Lacey.  Tb^. 
dbserving  publican  would,  probably,  have  found  sufil- 
iient  matter  for  observation,  iti  this  abrupt  termina- 
tion of  the  interview,  had  not  Desire,  at  that  pre- 
cise moment,  broken  out  of  hier  habitation,  and 
diverted  his  attention,  by  the  peculiarly  piquaiit 
manner  ih  which  she  delineated  ttie  character  of  he# 
delinquent  husband. 

The  reader  has  probably,  ere  this,"  suspectfed  that 
the  individual  who  had  conferred  .with  the  publicati,' 
as  a  stranger,  was  not  Unknown  to  himself.  It  was^- 
in  truth,  no  other  than  Wilder.  But,  in  the  comple^ 
tJbn  of  hii  <y9ffi  s^^ret  purposes^  the  youi^  mancil^ 
teft  the  wordy  war  in  his  rear;  and,  turning  up  the^ 
g^tle  assent,  agrinst  the  side  of  which  the  toWn  W 
Btttit,  he  proce^ed  towards  the  suburbs.        * 

It  was  not  difficult  to  distinguish  the  hOus^  h<6^ 
E^might,  among  a  dozen  other  similar  retreats,  by  its 
"ihades,"  as  the  innkeeper,  in  conformity  to  a  pro^' 
vincial  use  of  the  word,  had  termed  a  few  really 
rioble  eltiis  that  grew  hi  the  little  court  before  its 
door.     In  order,  however,  to  assure  himself  that  he '^ 
"^^s'  ri^t,  he  confirmed  his  sdrmises  hy  actlial  in-  * 
qairy,  and  then  continued  thoughtfully  oft  his  path.  [ 
'  Th^  tn^ming  had,  by  this  time<  Airly  op^neKiK^ 
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^S^hSi  aiitxnteeftif  day|l'  for  which  the  climafe  is^  ot 
^f^^^'^^^^^v^o^  dist^uiihedi  The  little  air  there 
^a^,  Came  from  the  south,  fanning  the  face  of  our  ad- 
venturer, as  he  occasionally  paused,  in  his  ascent,  to 
g^zt  at  the  different  vessels  in  the  harbour,  Hke  a 
inild'  breeze  in  June.  In  short,  it  was  just  such  a 
tiiiie  as  one;  who  is  fond  of  strolling  ui  the  fields,  ift 
apt  to  setie  ori  with  rapttire,  and  T^hicli  a  seaman 
sets  down  as  a  day  lost  in  his  reckoning. 

Wilder  was  first  drawn  from  his  musings  by  the 
fiburid  of  a  diafogue  that  came  from^  pereons  who 
were  evidently  approaching.  There  was  one  voice, 
ill  particular,  that  caused  his  blood  to  thrill,  he  knei^ 
-hbt  why,  and  Which  appeared  unaceountably,  even 
to  himself,  to  set  iti  motion  e^ery  latent  faculty  of 
his  system.  Profiting,  by  the  fdrmation  of  th^  ground, 
he' sprang,  unseen,  up  a  Irttle  bank,  and,  approach- 
4ng  an  angle  ih  a  low  wall,  he  found  himself  in  the 
immediate  proximity  of  the  speakers. 

The  wall  enclosed  the  garden  and  pleasufe- 
grbunds  of  a  raarision,  that  he  now  perceived  was  < 
the  resldehce  of  Mrs  de  Lacey.  A  rustic  summer- 
house,  which,  in  the  proper  season,  had  been  nearly 
]^ried  in  leaves  and  flpwers,  stood  at  no  great  dis- 
tance from  the  road.  By  its  elevation  and  position, 
it  commanded  a  view  of  the  tovra,  the  harbour,  the 
isles  of  Massachusetfe  to  the  cast,  those  of  the  Provi- 
^fience  Plantations  to  the  west,  and^  to  the  south,  an 
illimitSable  expanse  of  ocean.  As  it  had  now  lost  itis 
le^ty  covering,  there  was  no  difficulty  in  looking  di- 
rectly into  its  centre,  through  the  rude  pillars  which 
supported  its  Httle  dome.  Here  Wilder  discovered 
ptecisely  the  very  party  to  whose  conversation  hfe 
had  been  a  listener  the  previous  day,  while  caged, 
with  the  Rover,  in  the  loft  of  the  ruin.  Though  the 
Adrmral's  widow  and  Mrs  Wyllys  were  most  in  ad 
vance,  evidently  addressing  some  one  who  was^  like 
^t^mi^-ii^  iVe^  puiAit  rcwAy  the  qai^k'  eye  ef  the 
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young  sailor  soop  detected  the  nH>re  enticing  perscut 
of  the  blooming  Gertrude,  in  the  back-ground.  Hjj 
observations  were,  however,  interrupted  by  a  reply 
.  from  the  individual  who  as  yet  was  unseen.  Direct^ 
ed  by  the  voice,  Wilder  was  next  enabled  to  perceive 
the  person  of  a  man  in  a  green  old  age,  who,  seated 
on  a  stone  by  the  way  side,  appeared  to  be  resting 
his  weary  limbs,  while  he  answered  to  some  inter- 
rogations froin  the  summer-house.  Though  his  he^d 
was  white,  and  the  hand,  which  grasped  a  long 
walking-staff,  sometimes  trembled,  as  its  owner 
sought  additional  support  from  its  assistance,  there 
was  that  in  the  i^bstume,  the  manner,  and  the  voiqe 
of  the  speaker,  which  furnished  sufficient  evidence 
of  his  having  once  been  a  veteran  of  the  sea. 

"  Lord !  your  Ladyship,  Ma^am,"  he  said,  in 
tones  that  were  getting  tremulous,  even  while  they 
retained  the  de^p  characteristic  intonations  of  hi? 
profession,  "  we  old  sea-dogs  never  stop  to  look 
into  an  almanac,  to  see  which  way  the  wind  will 
come  after  the  next  thaw,  before  we  put  to  sea. 
It  is  enough  for  us,  that  the  sailing  orders  are 
aboard,  and  that  the  Captain  has  taken. leave  of  Iiis 
Lady."  ^ 

"  Ah !  the  very  words  of  the  poor  lamented  Ad- 
miral !"  exclaiilied  Mrs  de  Lacey,  who  evidently 
found  great  satisfaction  in  pursuing  the  discourse 
with  this  superannuated  mariner.  "And  then  you 
are  of  opinion,  honest  friend,  that,  when  a  ship  is. 
ready,  she  should  sail,  whether  the  wind  is" — 

"  Here  is  another  follower  of  the  sea,  opportunely 
come  to  lend  us  his  advice,"  interrupted  Gertrude, 
with  a  hurried  air,  as  if  to  divert  the  attention  of  her 
.aunt  from  something  very  like  a  dogmatical  terminsi- 
tion  of  an  arsjument  that  had  just  occurred  between 
her  and  Mrs  Wyllys ;  "  perhaps  to  serve  as  an  um- 
pire." 

"  True,"  said  the  latter,    "  Pray,  what  think  yqa 
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otAe  weaiber  to-dajr,  sir  ?•  Woiild  it  be  pi^fetaWe'  to 
8«B  ia  such  i  time,  or  not?'' 

The  joung  mariri^r  reluctantly  withdrew  hiis  eyes' 
froift  the  blushing  Gertriide,  who,  in  her  eagertiess  to 
point  him  jOUJt,  had  ad vdnced  to  th^  front,  and  was 
i^ow  ahiinkiii^  backv  timidly,  to  the  centre  of  the' 
bttildtng«  again^  Bke  one  who  already  repented  of  hei^ 
tonterity;;  ,  He  liicn  fastened^  his  look  on  ker  who' 
put  tbe/queistion;  and'  so  Ibng  and  riveted  was  his* 
gaase^  that  diei  ^w  fit  t6  repeat  it^  ly^eying  that 
what  she  had  first  said  was  not  properly  niiderstobd;^ 
i  ».Th£iFe  18  littiefeitlifobe^Ut  hi  the  weather, 
JUadam,"  iwas!  the  dilat^y  reply.  "Ji  t«an  has  fol- 
lowed the  sea  Itb  but  little'  purpose  Whd  is  tahiy  in' 
m^ng  tiiat  disidbver^/^  ■ 

t.  There  was  sdniething  so  s'v^eet  and  genlfe^,  at  tbe' 
same  time  that  it  was  manly,  in  thevoice  of  Wilder, 
thatt  fee;  ladies,  by  a  cohinrion  impulse,  seemed  struck 
^itn  its!  peculiarities.  The  neatness  6f  his  aft^irJ^-,' 
\vhicbv  wfaifefft  was  strictly  professional  j  wias^  i/^fn 
^«th  ftti  air  of  smartness,  and  even  of  gen{tlit}vthat 
i^endered  it  difiSciilt  to  suppose  that  h^Wasnotebr' 
^ti^d  to  lay  claim  to  a  hi^er  station  in-  society  thai! 
f^t  ib  which  He  actually  appeared,  added  to  this 
impression.  Bending  her  head,  with  a  mannef  that' 
vp»  intended  to  be  polite,  a  little  more  perha{4  in 
^lArespect  flian  out  of  consideration  to  the  other, 
a$  if  iri  deference  to  the  equivocal  charkcter  of  his- 
appearainc^,.  Mrsf  de  Lac^y  resumed  the  discourse. 

.  ",  These 'adies,"  she  said^  '*  are  abont  to  eifnbark  in 
yonder  snip,  for  the  provinc'e.  of  Carc^navand  wd 
W^fe  con^tdting  conceiining  Hik  qtiarter  in  which  the 
wind  will  probably  Wow  nextl  But,  in  such  a  vessrf,i 
it' (:apnot  matter  much,  I  should  tHmk,  sir,  whether 
tne  wind  were  ftiir  or  foul.*^ 

.-**  I  think  mwb,"  Was  the  reply.    "  Sh^  looks  to  rhe 
l|^e-  ft  sllip  tli»t  WiU  riot'do  much,  let  the  wind  be  as 
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"  She  has  th6  reputation  of  being  a  very  fest^iiS*' 
^  er. — Reputation !  we  kndw  she  is  such,  having  coxim 
from  home  to  the  Colonies  in  the  incredibly  sliort 
passage  of  seven  weeks  1  But  seamen  have  their 
favourites  an4  prejudices,  I  believe,. like  us  poor 
mortals  ashore.  You  will  therefore  excuse  ine,  if 
1  ask  this  honest  veteran  for  aa  opinion  on  this  par- 
ticular point  also.  What  do  you  imagine,  friend,  to 
be  the  sailing  qualities  of  yonder  ship— ^fae  with  tiie 
peculiarly  h^  top-gallant-booms,  and  such  comspict* 
uous  round-tops  ?^ 

The  lip  of  Wilder  curled,  and  a  smile  stru^ed 
with  the  gravity  of  his  countenance ;  but  he  contin- 
ued silent  Oil  the  other  tend,  the^old  marmer  arose, 
and  appeared  to  examine  the  ship,  like  one  who  per- 
fectly comprehiended  Hie  teclmical  language  of  the 
Admirars  widow.  ^  : 

"  The  ship  in  the  inner  barboiir,  your  Ladyship,"" 
he  answered,  when  his  examination  was  finished,' 
»  "  which  is,  I  suppose,  the  vessel  that  Madam  mean^;' 
is  just  sucli  a  ship  as  does  a  sailor ^s  eye  good  to  look 
on.*  A  gallant  and  a  safe  boat  she  is,  as  I  veiH  swear;' 
and  as  to  sailing,  though  she  may  not  be  altogether 
•  a  witch,  yet  is  she  a  fast  craft,  or  I'm  no  judge  cm 
blue  water,  or  of  those  that  live  on  it.'' 

"  Here  is  at  once  a  difference  of  opinion  P'  ex-: 
claimed  Mrs  de  Lacey.  "  I  am  glad,  however,  you 
pronounce  her  safe ;  for,  although  seamen  love  a 
fast-sailing  vessel,  these  ladies  will  not  like  her  th^ 
less  for  the  security.  I  presume,  sir,  yen  will  not 
dispute  her  being  safe,'*'*  -     ; 

"  The  very  quality  I  should  most  deny,"  was  the 
laconic  answer  of  Wilder. 

"  It  is  remarkable !  This  is  a  veteran  seaman  f- sir, 

and  he  appears  to  think  difierently." 

r  "  He  may  halve  seen  more,  in  his  time,  than  iny- 

self,  Madam ;  but  I  doubt  whether  be  can,  just  now, 

6ee  as  well.     This  is  something  of  a  distance  tp  dis* 
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coyer  the  merits  or  donerits  of  a  ship:  I  hare  beien 
nigher.'^ 

"  Then  you  really  think  there  is  danger  to  be  ap- 
prehended, sir?"  demanded  the  soft  voice  of  Ger^ 
trade,  whose  fears  had  gotten  the  better  of  her  diffi- 
dence, i- 

-  .  "I  do.  Had  I  mother^  or  sister,"  touching  hi$ 
hat,  and  bowing  to  his  fair  interrogator,  as  he  utter- 
ed the  latter  jword  with  much  emphasis,  "  I  would 
hesitate  to  let  her  embark  in  that  snip.  On  my  hon- 
our. Ladies,  I  do  assure  you,  that  1  think  this  very 
vessel  in  more  danger  than  any  ship  which  has^left^ 
or  probably  will  leave,  a  port  in  the  Provinces  this 
liutumn." 

"  This  is  extraordinary !"  observed  Mrs  Wyllys. 
"  It  is  not  the  character  we  have  received  of  tiie 
vessel,  which  has  been  greatly  exaggerated,  or  sfie  is 
i^ntitied  to  be  considered  as  uncommonly  convenient 
and  safe.  MayJ  ask,  sir,  on  what  circumstances  you 
have  founded  this  opinion  ?" 

"  They  are  sufficiently  plain.-  She  is  too  lean  in 
the  harping,  and  too  full  in  the  counter,  to  steer. 
Then,  she  is  as  wall-sided  as  a  church,  and  stows 
too  much  above  the  water-line.  Besides  this,  she 
carries  no  head-sail,  but  all  the  press  upon  her  will 
be  aft,  which  will  jam  her  fnto  the  wind,  and,  more 
than  likely,  throw  her  aback.  The  day^  will  come 
when  that  ship  will  go  down  stern  foremost." 

His  auditors  listened  to  this  opinion,  which 
Wilder  delivered  in  an  oracular  and  very  decided 
manner,  with  that  sort  of  secret  faith,  and  hum- 
ble dependance,  which  the  uninstructed  are  so  apt 
to  lend  to  the  initiated  in  the  mysteries  of  any  im- 
posing profession.  Neither  of  them  had  certainly  a 
very  clear  perception  of  his  meaning;  but  there 
were,  annarently,  dani^er  and  death  in  his  very 
words.   Mi's  de  Lacey  felt  it  incumbent  on  her  pecu- 
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^'  These  are  certadaiy  very  selrious  evils  !*^  she 
exclaiiBed.  "  It  is  quite  unaccountable  that  n^ 
sjLgent  ^uJd  .hare  neglected  to  Hiention  them,  fh 
there  any  other  particular  quality,  sir,  that  strikes 
your  eye  at  this^d^tanoe^  ^itd  wfaicn  yoii  kieem  alarm- 
ing?"     :  ■,•;:;-.  •■  '■■  -        ■      '   -  --ii 

I  "  Top  «jany .  You  observe  that  her  top-gallaRt- 
ma«ts  are  lidded  abaft;  none  of  her  lofty  sails  s^ 
%iog;  and  then,  iMadtam,  she  has  depended  on  bob^ 
^ays  and  gammoriings  for  ;the  security-  of  thai  very 
jniipbrtant  f>aift  of  a  ivessel,.tUe  bawisprit" 

"  Too  true  !  'too  true  !"  said  Mrs  de  Lacey,  in  a 
^oii:  of  prdfesgional  horror.tiu^'  These  things  Jiad  es- 
caped me  ;^  but  1  se^  thera  all,  now  they  are  men- 
tiooed.  Such  neglefit  is  highly  culpable  ;  more  os*- 
peciaUy  to  c^ly  on  bobstays- and  gammonings  for  the 
security  of  a  bo.wsprit  1  Really,  M53  Wyllys,  I  ban 
never  consent  that  my  niece  should  enahark  in  such 
a  vessel.?' 

The  calm,  penetrating  eye  of  Wyllys  had^beea 
riveted  an  the  countenance  of  Wilder  while  he  wais 
speaking,  and  ^he  now  turned  it,  with  undisturbed 
f ereaity,  on  the  AdiniraPs .  wid<i  w,  to  reply, 

"  Perhaps  the  danger'llas  been  a  little  magnified,'* 
^be  observed.  "Lfet  U3  inquire  of  this  other  seaman 
what  he.  thinks. on  these  several  points. — ^And  do  you 
^ee  all  these  serious  dangers  to  be  apprehended, 
friend,  in  trusting  ourselves,  at  this  season  of  the 
year,  in  a.passage  to  the  Carolinas,  aboard  of  yonder 
ship?'' 

"  Lord,*Maddm !"  isaid  the  gray-headed,  mariner, 
vvith  a  chuckling  laugh,"' the^  are  new-fashioned 
faults  and  difficulties,  if  they  be  faults  and  diiScul" 
ties  at  all !  In  my  tmie,  such  matters  were  never 
beard  of;  and  I  ccu)ibs&  Lam  so  j&tupid  as  not  laun* 
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derstaDd  the  half  the  young  gentleman  has  heen 
saying." 

"  It  is  some  time,  I  fancy,  old  man,  since  you  were 
last  at  sea,"  Wilder  coolly  observed. 

"  Some  five  or  six  years  since  the  last  time,  and 
fifty  since  the  first,"  was  the  answer. 

"  Then  you  do  not  see  the  same  causes  for  ap- 
prehension ?"  Mrs  Wyllys  once  more  demanded. 

"  Old  and  worn  out  as  I  am,  Lady,  if  her  Captain 
will  give  me  a  birth  aboard  her,  I  will  thank  him 
for  the  same  as  a  favour." 

**  Misery  seeks  any  relief,"  said  Mrs  de  Lacey,  in 
an  under  tone,  and  bestowing  on  her  companions  a 
significant  glance.  "  I  incline  to  the  opinion  of  the 
younger  seaman ;  for  he  supports  it  witli  substantial, 
professional  reasons." 

Mrs  Wyllys  suspended  her  questions,  just  as  long 
as  complaisance .  to  the  last  speaker  seemed  to  re- 
*  ouire ;  and  then  she  resumed  them  as  follows,  ad- 
aressing  her  next  Inquiry  to  Wilder. 

"  And  how  do  you  explain  this  difference  in  judg- 
ment, between  two  men  who  ought  both  to  be  so 
well  qualified  to  decide  right  ?" 

"  I  believe  there  is  a  well-known  proverb  which 
will  answer  that  question,". retufned  the  young  man, 
smiling :  "  But  some  allowance  must  be  made  for  the 
improvements  in  ships;  and,  perhaps^  some  little 
deference  to  the  stations  we  have  respectively  filled 
on  board  them.", 

"Both  very  true.  Still,  one  would  think  the 
changes  of  half  a  dozen  years  cannot  be  so  very 
considerable,  in  a  profession  that  is  so  exceedingly 
ancient."  . 

"  Your  pardon.  Madam.  They  require  constant 
practice  to  know  them.  Now,  I  dare  say  that  yonder 
worthy  old  tar  is  ignorant  of  the  manner  in  which  a 
ship,  when  pressed  by  her  canvas,  is  made  to  '  cut 
the  waves  with  her  taffrail.' " 

Vol.  I.  M 
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"  IjWpo^ible !"  cried  ttie  AdmiraVs  widofw;  **the> 
youngest  and  the  meanest  mariner  must  have  been 
struck  with  the  beauty  of  wich  a  spectacle." 

"  Yes,  yes,"  returned  the  old  tar,  who  wore  the 
air  of  an  offended  man,  and  who,  probably,  had  he 
been  ignorant  of  any  part  of  Iris  art,  was  not  just 
then  in  the  temper  to  confess  it ;  "  many  is  the  proud 
ship  that  I  have  seen  doing  the  very  same ;  and,  as 
the  lady  says,  a  grand  and  comely  sight  it  is  !" 

Wilder  appeared  confounded.  He  bit  his  lip,  like 
one  who  was  over-reached  either  by  excessive  igno- 
rance or  exceeding  cunning;  but  the  self-compla- 
cency of  Mrs  de  Lacey  spared  him  the  necessity  of 
an  immediate  reply. 

"It  would  have  been  an  extraordinary  circum- 
stance, truly,"  she  said,  "  that  a  man  should  have 
grown  white-headed  on  the  seas,  and  never  have 
been  struck  with  so  noble  a  spectacle.  But  then^ 
my  honest  tar,  you  appear  to  be  wrong  in  overlook-  * 
ing  the  striking  faults  in  yonder  ship,  which  this,  a — 
a — this  gentleman  has  just,  and  so  properly,  named." 

"  I  do  not  call  them  faults,  your  Ladyship.    Such- 
is  the  way  my  late  brave  and  excellent  Commander 
always  had  his  own  ship  rigged ;  and  I  am  bold  to 
say  that  a  better  seaman,  or  a  more  honest  man,; 
never  served  in  his  Majesty's  fleet." 

"  And  you  have  served  the  King !  How  was  your 
beloved  Commander  nancicd?" 

"  How  should  he  be!  By  us,  who  knew  him  well, 
he  was  called  Fair-weather;  for  it  was  always 
smooth  water,  and  prosperous  times,  under  his  or- 
ders ;  though,  on  shore,  he  was  known  as  the  gallant 
and  victorious  Rear-Admiral  de  Lacey." 

"  And  did  my  late  revered  arid  skilful  husband 
cause  his  ships  to  be  rigged  in  this  manner?"  said 
the  widow,  with  a  tremour  in  her  voice,  that  bespoke 
how  much,  and  how  truly,  she  was  overcome  by  sur^  - 
prise  and  gratified  pride. 
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The  aged  tar  lifted  his  bending  frame  from  the 
stone,  and  bo\fed  low,  as  he  answered, — ' 

"  If  I  have  the  honour  of  seeing  my  AdmiraTs 
Lady,  it  will  prove  a  joyful  sight  to  my  old  eves. 
Sixteen  years  did  I  serve  in  his  own.  ship,  and  five 
more  ki  the  same  squadron.  I  dare  say  your  Lady- 
ship may  have  heard  him  speak  of  the  captain  of  his 
main-top,  Boh  Bunt." 

"  I  dare  say — ^1  dare  say-^He  loved  to  talk  of 
those  who  served  him  faithfully." 

"  Ay,  God  Mess  him,  and  make  his  memory  glori- 
ous! He  was  a  kind  officer,  and  one  that  never  for- 
got a  fnend,  let  it -be  that  his  duty  kept  him  on  a 
yard  or  in  the  cabin.  He  was  the  sailor's  friend, 
diat  very  same  Admiral !" 

*'Thi8  is  a  grateful  man,"  said  Mrs  de  Lacey, 
wiping  heT  eye^,  "  and  I  dare  say  a  competent  judge 
of  a  vessel.  And  are  you  quite  sure,  worthy  friend, 
that  my  late  revered  husband  had  all  his  ships  ar- 
ranged lik^  the  one  of  which  we  have  been  talking?" 

^'  Very  sure,  Madam ;  for,  with  my  own  hands, 
did  I  assist  to  rig  tliem." 

"  Even  to  the  .bobstays  ?" 

"  And  the  gammonings,  my  Lady.  Were  the  Ad- 
miral alive,  and  here,  he  would  call  yon  '  a  safe  and 
well-fitted  ship,'  as  I  am  ready  to  swear." 

Mrs  de  Lacey  turned,  with  an  air  of  great  dignity 
and  entire  decision,  to  Wilder,  as  she  continued, — 

"  I  have,  then,  made  a  small  mistake  in  memory 
which  is  not  surprising,  when  one  recollects,  that  he 
who  taught  me  so  much  of  the  profession  is  no  long- 
er here  to  continue  his  lessons.  We  are  much  obhg- 
ed  to  you,  sir,  for  your  opinion ;  'but  we  must  think 
that  you  have  over-rated  the  danger." 

"  On  my  honour,  Madam,"  interrupted  Wilder, 
layir^  his  hand  on  his  heart,  and  speaking  with  sin- 
gular emphasis,  "  1  am  sincere  in  what  I  say.  I  do 
affirm,  that  I  believe  there  will  be  great  danger  in 
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embarking  ia  yonder  ship ;  and  I  call  HeaVen  to  wit- 
ness, that,  in  so  saying,  1  am  actuated  bj  no  malice 
to  her  Commander,  her  owners,  nor  any  connected 
with  her/' 

"  We  dare  say,  sir,  you  are  verysincere :  We  only 
think  you  a  little  in  error,''  returned  the  Admiral's 
widow,  with  a  commiserating,  and  what  she  intend- 
ed for  a  condescending,  smile.  "  We  are  your  debtors 
for  your  good  intentions,  at  least.  Come,  worthy 
veteran,  we  must  not  part  here.  You  will  gain  ad- 
mission by  knocking  at  my  door;  and  we  shall  talk 
further  of  these  matters."  ' 

Then,  bowing  to  Wilder,  she  led  the  way  up  the 
garden,  followed  by  all  her  companions.  The  step 
of  Mrs  de  Lacey  was  proud,  like  the  tread  of  one 
conscious  of  all  her  advantages;  while  that  of 
Wyllys  was  slow,  as  if  she  were  buried  in  thought* 
Gertrude  kept  close  to  the  side  of  the  latter,  with 
her  face  hid  beneath  the  shade  of  a  gipsy  hat.  Wil- 
der fancied  that  he  could  discover  the  stolen  and  anx- 
ious glance  that  she  threw  back  towards  one  who 
had  excited  a  decided  emotion  in  her  sensitive  bo? 
som,  though  it  was  a  feeling  no  more  attractive  than 
alarm.  He  lingered  until  they  were  lost  amid  the 
shrubbery.  Then,  turning  to  pour  out  his  disap- 
pointment on  his  brother  tar,  he  found  that  the  old 
man  had  made  such  good  use  of  his  time,  as  to  be 
entering  the  gate,  most  probably  felicitating  himself 
on  the  prospect  of  reaping  the  reward  of  his  recent 
adulation. 
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CHAPTER  IX.  • 

**  He  ran  iiat  way,  and  leapM  this  orehard  wall.** — SfuJapeare, 

Wilder  retired  from  the  field  like  a  defeated  man. 
Accident,  or,  as  he  was  willing  to  term  it,  the  syco- 
phancy of  the  old  mariner,  had  counteracted  his 
own  little  artifice;  and  he  was  now  left  without  the 
remotest  chance  of  being  again  favoin-ed  with  such 
another  opportunity  of  effecting  his  purpose.     We 
«hall  not,  M  this  period  of  the  narrative,  enter  into 
a  detail  of  the  feelings  and  policy  which  induced 
our  adventurer  to  plot  ag&inst  the  apparent  interests 
of  those  with  wfrom  he  had  so  recently  associated 
himself;  it  is  enough,  for  our  present  object,  that 
the  facts  themselves  should  be  distinctly  set  before 
the  reader. 

The  return  of  the  disappointed  young  sailor,  to- 
wards the  town,  was  moody  and  slow.  More  than 
once  he  stopped  short  in  the  descent,  and  fastened 
his  eyes,  for  minutes  together,  on -the  different  ves- 
sels in  the  harbour.  But,  in  these  frequent  halts,  no- 
evidcnce  of  the  particular  interest  he  took  in  any 
one  of  the  ships  escaped  him.  Perhaps  his  gaze  at 
{he  Southern  trader  was  longer,  and  more  earnest, 
than  at  any  other ;  though  his  eye,  at  times,  wander- 
ed curiously,  and  even  anxiously,  over  every  craft 
that  lay  within  the  shelter  of  the  haven. 

The  custdmary  hour  for  exertion  had  now  arrived, 
and  the  sounds  of  labour  were  beginning  to  be  heard, 
issuing  from  every  quarter  of  tlie  place.  The  songs 
of  the  mariners  were  rising  on  the  calm  of  the  morn- 
ing, with  their  peculiar,  long-drawn  intonations. 
The  ship  in  the  inner  harbour  was  among  the  first  to 
(iirnish  this  proof  of  the  industry  of  her  people,  and 
6£  ber  approaching  departure.     It  wad  only  as  these 
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movements  caught  his  eye,  that  Wilder  seemed  tfftr- 
thoroughly  awakened  from  his  abstraction,  and  W 
mirsue  his  observations  with  an  undivided  mindi^ 
Me  saw  the  seamen  ascend  the  rigging,  in  that  lazy 
manner  which  is  so  strongly  contrasted  by  their  ac- 
tivity in  moments  of  need ;  and  here  and  there  a 
human  form  was  showing  itself  on  the  black  and 
ponderous  yards.  In  a  few  moments,  the  fare-top 
sail  fell,  from  its  compact  compass  on  the  yard,  into 
graceful  and  careless  festoons.  ^  ^Fhis,  the  attentive 
Wilder  well  knew,  was,  among  all  trading  vessels, 
the  signal  of  sailing.  In  a  few  more  minutes,  the 
lower  angles  of  this  important  sail  were  drawn  to 
the  extremities  of  the  corresponding  spar  beneath; 
and  then  the  heavy  yard  was  seen  slowly  ascending 
the  mast,  dragging  after  it  the  opening  folds  of  the 
sail,  until  the  letter  was  tightened  at  all  its  edges, 
and  displayed  itself  in  one  broad,  snow-white  sheel 
of  canvas.  Against  this  wide  surface  the  light  cur- 
rents of  air  fell,  and  as  often  receded ;  the  sail  bel- 
lying and  collapsing  in  a -manner  to  show  that,  as 
yet,  they  were  powerless.  At  this  point  the  prep- 
arations appeared  suspended,  as  if  the  mariners, 
having  thus  invited  the  breeze,  were  awaiting  to  see 
if  their  invocation  was  likely  to  be  attended  with 
success. 

It  was  perhaps  but  a  natural  transition  for  him, 
who  so  closely  observed  these  indications  of  depart- 
ure, in  the  ship  so  often  named,  to  turn  his  eyes  on  the 
vessel  which  lay  without  the  fort,  in  order  to  witness 
the  effect  so  manifest  a  signal  had  produced  in  her, 
also.  But  the  closest  and  the  keenest  scrutiny  could 
have  detected  no  sign  of  any  bond  of  interest  be-» 
tween  the  two.  While  the  former  was  making  the 
movements  just  described,  the  latter  lay  at  her  an- 
chors, without  the  smallest  proof  that  man  existed 
within  the  mass  of  her  black  and  inanimate  hull.  So 
quiet  and  motionless  did  she  seem,  that  one,  who  J^ad 
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neyer  been  instructed  in  the  matter,  might  readily 
have  believed  her  a  fixture  in  the  sea,  some  symme- 
trical and  enormous  excrescence  thrown  up  by  the 
waves,  with  its  mazes  of  lines  and  pointed  fingerJ^ 
or  one  of  those  fantastic  monsters  that  are  believed 
to  exist  in  the  bottom  of  the  ocean,  darkened  by  the 
fogs  and  tempests  of  ages.  But,  to  the  understand- 
ing eye  of  Wilder,  she  exhibited  a  very  different 
spectacle.  He  easily  saw,  through  all  this  apparently 
drowsy  quietude,  those  signs  of  readiness  which  a 
seaman  only  might  discover.  The  cable,  instead  of 
stretching  in  a  long  declining  line  towards  the  wa- 
ter, was  "  short,"  or  nearly  "  up  and  dqyrn,"  as  it 
is  equally  termed  in  technical  language,  just "  scope" 
enough  being  allowed  out-board  to  resist  the  power 
of  the  lively  tide,  which  acted  on  the  deep  keel  of 
the  vessel.  All  her  boats  were  in  the  water,  and  so 
disposed  and  prepared,  as  to  convince  him  they  were 
in  a  state  to  be  employed  in  towing,  in  the  shortest 
possible  time.  Not  a  sail,  nor  a  yard,  was  out  of  its 
place,  undergoing  those  repairs  and  examinations 
which  the  mariner  is  wont  to  make  so  often,  wh^n 
lying  within  the  security  of  a  suitable  haven ;  nor 
was  there  a  single  rope  wanting,  amid  the  hundreds 
which  interlaced  the  blue  sky  that  formed  the  back- 
ground of  the  picture,  that  might  be  necessary,  in 
bringing  every  art  of  facilitating  motion  into  instant 
use.  In  short,  the  vessel,  while  seeming  least  pre- 
pared, was  most  in  a  condition  to  move,  or,  if  neces 
sary,  to  resort  to  her  means  of  offence  and  defence. 
The  boarding-nettings,'it  is  true,  were  triced  to  the 
rigging,  as  on  the  previous  day ;  but  a  suflBcient  apol- 
ogy was  to  be  found  for  this  act  of  extreme  caution, 
in  the  war,  which  exposed  her  to  attacks  from  the 
light  French  cruisers,  that  so  often  ranged,  from  the 
islands  of  the  West-Indies,  along  the  w^hole  coast  of 
the  Continent,  and  in  the  position  the  ship  had  taken, 
without  the  ordinary  defences  of  the  harbour.     In 
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this  state,  the  vessel,  to  one  who  knew  her  real  dutf^ 
acter,  appeared  like  some  beast  of  prey,  or  venbnk^ 
leptile,  that  lay  in  an  assumed  lethai^,  to  delud^ 
the  unconscious  victim  within  the  limits  of  its  leapi 
or  nigh  enough  to  receive  the  deadly  blow  of  iti 
fangs. 

Wilder  shook  his  head,  in  a  manner  which  said 
plainly  enough  how  well  he  understood  this  treacle 
erous  tranquillity,  and  continued  his  walk  towards  the 
town,  with  the  same  deliberate  step  as  before.  He 
had  whiled  away  many  minutes  unconsciously,  and 
would  probably  have  lost  the  reckoning  of  as  many 
more,  had'  not  his  attention  been  suddenly  diverted 
by  a  slight  touch  on  the  shoulder.  Starting  at  this 
unexpected  diversion,  he  turned,  and  saw,  that,  in  his 
dilatory  progress,  he  had  been  overtaken  by  the  sea-  « 
man  whom  he  had  last  seen  in  that  very  society  in 
which  he  would  have  given  so  much  to  have  been 
included  himself. 

"  Your  young  limbs  should  carry  you  ahead.  Mas- 
ter," said  the  latter,  when  he  had  succeeded  in  at- 
tracting the  attention  of  Wilder,  "  hke  a  'Mudian 
going  with  a  clean  full,  and  yet  I  have  fore-reached 
upon  you  with  my  old  legs,  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
brings  us  again  within  hail." 

"  rerhaps  you  enjoy  the  extraordinary  advantage 
of  '  cutting  the  waves  with  your  taflrail,' "  returned 
Wilder,  with  a  sneer.  "  There  can  be  no  account- 
ing for  the  head-way  one  makes,  when  sailing  in  that 
remarkable  manner." 

"I  see,  brother,  you  are  offended  that  I  follow- 
ed your  motions,  though,  in  so  doing,  I  did  no  more 
than  obey  a  signal  of  your  own  setting.  Did  you 
expect  an  old  sea-dog  like  me,  who  has  stood  hi^ 
watch  so  long  in  a  flag-ship,  to  confess  ignorance  iii 
any  matter  that  of  right  belongs  to  blue  water?  How 
the  devil  was  I  to  know  diat  there  is  not  some 
lort  of  craft,  among  die  thousands  diat  are  getting 
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jbito  fashion,  which  sails  best  stern  foremost  ?  They 
say  ^  ship  is  modelled  from  a  lish ;  and,  if  such  be 
the  case,  it  is  only  to  make  one  after  the  fashion  of 
a  crab,  or  an  oyster,  to  have  the  very  thing  you 
named," 

"  It  is  well,  old  man.  You  have  had  your  re 
ward,  I  suppose,  in  a  handsome  present  irom  the 
Admiral's  widow,  and  you  may  now  lie-by  for  a 
season,  without  caring  much  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  they  build  theii^  ships  in  future.  Pray,  do 
you  intend  to  shape  your  course  much  further  down 
th*shill?" 

"  Until  I  get  to  the  bottom." 

"  I  am  glad  of  it,  friend,  for  it  is  my  especial  in- 
tention to  go  up  it  again.  As  we  say  at  sea,  when 
►  our  conversation  is  ended, '  A  good  time  to  you !' " 
^  The  old  seaman  laughed,  in  his  chuckling  manner, 
when  he  saw  the  young  man  turn  abruptly  on  his 
heel,  and  begin  to  retrace  the  very  ground  along 
which  he  had  iust  before  descended^ 

"  Ah !  you  have  never  sailed  with  a  Rear-Admi- 
ral,"  he  said,  as  he  continued  his  own  course  in  the 
former  direction,  picking  his  way  with  a  care  suited 
to  his  age  and  infirmities.  ^^  No,  there  is  no  getting 
the  finish,  even  at  sea,  without  a  cruise  or  two  un- 
der a  flag,  and  that  at  the  mizzen,  too  !" 

"  Intolerable  old  hypocrite !"  muttered  Wilder  be- 
tween his  teeth.  "  The  rascaV  has  seen  better 
days,  and  is  now  perverting  his  knowledge  to  juggle 
a  foolish  woman,  to  his  profit.  I  am  well  quit  of  the 
knave,  who,  I  dare  say,  has  adopted  lying  for  his 
trade,  now  labour  is  unproductive.  I  will  go  back. 
The  coast  is  quite  clear,  and  who  can  say  what  may 
happen  next  ?" 

Most  of  the  foregoing  paragraph  was  actually  ut- 

'tered  in  the  suppressed  manner  already  described, 

while  the  rest  was  merely  meditated,  which,  consid- 

fMing  the  fact  that  our  adyenturer  had  no  auditor, 
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was  quite  as  well  as  if  he  had  spoken  tt  tfaroti^^^ 
trumpet.     The  expectation  thus  vagnely  expre^e|^ 
however,  was  not  likely  to  be  soon  realized.  Wildeir 
«aantered  np  the  hill,  endeavounng  tio  assnme  fte 
unconcerned  air  of  an  idler,  if  by  chance  his  returii 
should*  excite  attention ;   but,  though  he  lingered 
long  in  open  view  of  the  windows  of  Mrs  de  Laccy's 
villa,  he  was  not.  able  to  catch  another  glimpse  df 
its  tenants.     There  were  very  evident  symptoms  of 
the  approaching  journey,  in  the  trunks  and  packages 
that  left  the  building  for  the  town,  affd  in  the  hpf- 
ried  ^nd  busy  manner  of  the  few  servants  that  he 
occasionally  saw ;  but  it  would  seem  that  the  prin- 
cipal personages  of  the  estabhehment  had  withdrawn 
into  the  secret  recesses  of  the  building,  probably  for 
the  very  natural  purpose  of  confidential  communion* 
and    affectionate    leave-taking.     He    was    turning, 
vexed  and  disappointed,  from  his  anxious  and  fruit- 
less watch,  when  he  once  more  heard  female  voices 
on  the  inner  sMe  of  the  low  wall  against  which  be 
had  been  leaning.     The  sounds  approached ;  nor 
was  it  lohg  before  his  quick  ears  again  recogniised 
the  muBical  voice  of  Gertrude. 

"  It  is  tormenting  ourselves,  without  sufficiecft 
reason,  my  dear  Madam,"  she  said,  as  the  speakert 
drew  sufficiently  nigh  to  be  distinctly  overheard,  "  to 
allow  any  thing  that  may  have  fallen  from  such  a — 
such  an  individuall,  to  make  the  slightest  impres- 
sion." 

"  I  feel  the  justice  of  what  you  say,  my  love," 
returned  the  mournful  voice  of  her  governess,  **  and 
yet  am  I  so  weak  as  to  be  unable  entirely  to  shake 
off  a  sort  of  super^tious  feeling  on  this  subject. 
Gertrude,  would  you  not  wish  to  see  that  youth 
again  V 

"  Me,  Ma'am !"  exclaimed  her  61eve,  in  a  s6rt  of 
alarm.  "  Why  should  you,  or  I,  wish  to  s^  air 
«tler  §fthLtiffif  again  ?  aiid  one  ^  low--'4iot'  loitf 
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perhaps — ^but  one  who  is  surely  not  altogether  a 
yerj  suitable  companion  for^' — 

"  Well-born  ladies,  you  would  say.  And  why  do 
you  imaginn  the  young  man  to  be  so  much  our  in- 
ferior?" 

Wilder  though!  ihere  was  a  melody  in  the  intona- 
tions of  the  youthful  voice  of  the  maiden,  which  in 
some  measure  excused  the  personality,  as  she  an- 
swered. 

*^  I  am  certainly  not  so  fastidious  in  my  notions  of 
birth  and*  station  sih  aunt  de  Lacey,"  she  said, 
laughing ;  "  but  I  should  forget  some  of  your  own 
instructions,  dear  Mrs  Wyllys,  did  I  not  feel  that 
education  and  manners  make  a  sensible  difference 
in  the  opinions  and  characters  of  all  us  poor  mortals.**^ 

"  Very  true,  my  child.  But  I  confess  I  saw  or 
heard  nothing  that  induces  me  to  believe  the  young 
man,  of  whom  we  are  speaking,  eitiier  uneducated 
or  vulgar*  On  the  contrary,  his  language  and  pra- 
nanciation  were  those  of  a  gentleman,  and  his  air 
was  quite  suited  to  his  utt<mnce.  He  had  the  frank 
and  simple  manner  of  his  profession ;  but  you  are 
not  now  to  learn  that  youths  of  the  first  families  In 
the  provinces,  or  even  in  the  kingdom,  are  often 
placed  in  the  service  of  the  marine."         ♦ 

"  But  they  are  oflScers,  dear  Madam  :  this — this 
individual  wore  the  dress  of  a  common  mariner." 

"Not  altogether.  It  was  finer  in  its  quality,  and 
more  tasteful  in  its  fashion,  than  is  customary.  I 
have, known  Admirals  do  the  same  in  their  moments 
of  relaxation.  Sailors  of  condition  often  love  to 
carry  about  them  the  testimonials  of  their  profession, 
without  any  of  the  trappings  of  their  rank." 

"You  then  think  he  was  an  officer — perhaps  in 
(be  King's  service  ?" 

"  He  might  well  have  been  so,  tliough  the  fact, 
that  there  is  no  cruiser  in  the  port,  would  seem  to 
contradict  it     But  it  was  not  so  trifling  a  circum 
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stance  that  awakened  the  xinaccouiitaWe  intefeit 
that  I  feel.  Gertrude,  my  love,  it  was  my  fortune 
to  have  been  much  with  seamen  in  early  lite.  •  1  sel- 
dom see  one  of  that  age,  and  of  that  spirited  and 
manly  mien,  without  feeling  emotion.  But  1  tii*e 
you  ;  let  us  talk  of  other  things." 

"Not  in  the  le?^t,  dear  Madam,'^  Gertrude  hur- 
riedly interrupted.  **  Since  you  think  the  stranger 
a  gentleman,  there  can  be  no  harm — that  is,  it  is  not 
quite  so  improper,  1  believe — to  speak  of  hinn.  Can 
there  then  be  the  danger  he  would  make  us  think  in 
trusting  ourselves  in  a  ship  of  which  we  have  so 
good  a  report  ?" 

"There  was  a  strange,  I  had  almost  said  wild, 
admixture  of  irony  and  concern  in  his  manner,  that 
is  inexplicable !  He  certainly  uttered  nonsense  part 
of  the  time;  but,  then,  he  did  not  appear  to  dolt 
without  a  serious  object.  Gertrude,  you  are  not  as 
familiar  with  nautical  expressions  as  myself;  and 
perhaps  you  are  ignorant  that  your  good  aunt,  in  her 
admiration  of  a  professkpT  that  she  has  certainly  a 
right  to  love,  sometimes  makes  " 

"  I  know  it — I  know  it ;  at  least  I  often  think  so,^* 
the  other  interrupted,  in  a  manner  which  plainly 
manifcstci  that  she  found  no  pleasure  in  dwelling  on 
the  disagreeable  subject  "  It  was  exceedingly  pre- 
suming. Madam,  in  a  stranger,  however,  to  amuse 
himself,  if  he  did  it,  wfth  so  amiable  and  so  trivial  a 
weakness,  if  indeed  weakness  it  be." 

^  It  was,"  Mrs  Wyllys  steadily  continued*— ^e 
having,  very  evidently,  such  other  matter  in  her 
thoughts  as  to  be  a  little  inattentive  to  the  sensitive 
feelings  of  her  companion ; — *'*'  and  yet  he  did  not 
appear  to  me  like  one  of  those  empty  minds  that  find 
a  pleasure  in  exposing  the  follies  of  others.  Yoti 
may  reniember,  Gertrude,  that  yesterday,  while  at 
tlie  ruin,  Mrs  de  Lacey  made  some  remarks  expres* 
give  of  her  admiration  of  a  ship  under  sail. 
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*'  Yes,  yen,  I  rcRiember  them^"  sjaid  the  iiiece,  a 

fittl^'impatJently. 

"  One  of  her  terms  was  particularly  incorrect,  39 

F  happened  to  know  from  my  own  familiarity  with, 

the  language 'of  jailors." 

"  1  bought  as  much,  by  the  expression  of  your 

eye,"  returned  Gertrude ;"  but''— — 
'■    **^Iiil9ten,  my  love.     Itcertainlif  was  not  remarka-r 
rfe  that  a  lady  should  makei  a  trifling  error  in  the 
ffse  of  so  peculiar  a  language,  but  it  is  singular  that 
a  seaman  himself  should  commit  the  same  fault  in 
pr-edscly  the  same  words.     This  did  the  yotlth  of 
whom,  w^  are  speaking;  and,  what  is  no  less  sur-^ 
piti^mg,  the  old  man  assented  to  the  same,  just  as  if' 
they  had  been  cprr.^ctly  ptt^ed. - 

**  Perhaps,"  sai^  Gertrude,  in  a  low  tone,  "  they 
may^ve  heard,  that^ttachment  to  this  description 
of  cbftrersation  is  a  foible  of  Mrs  de  Lacey.     I  am 
sure^  after  this,  dear  Madam,  you  canaot  any' longer^ 
consider  the  stranger  a  gentleman  I" 

♦'  1  shoulcf  think  no  more  about  it,  love,  were  it 
not  for  a  feeling  I  can  neither  account  for  nor  define. 
I  would  I  could  again  see  him  T* 

A  slight  exclamation  from  her  companion  inter- 
rupted her  words ^  and,  the  next  instant,  the  subject 
of  her  tlM>o^8  leaped  the  wall,  apparently  in  quest 
of  the> rattan  ttiat  had  fallen  at  the  feet  of  Gertrude, 
and  occasioned  her  alarm.  After  apologizing  for  his 
lotmdion  00  the  private  grounds  of  Mrs  de  Lacey, 
and  recovering  his  lost  property,  Wilder  was  slowly 
pr^paidng  to  retire,  as  if  nothing  had  happened. 
There  was  a  softness  and  delicacy  in  his  manner, 
during  the  first  moment  of  his  appearance,  which 
was  probably  intended  to  convince  die  younger  of 
the  ladied  that  he  was  not  entirely  without  some 
claims  to  the  title  she  had  so  recently  denied  him, 
and  which  was  certainly  not  without  its  effect.  Th^ 
countenance  of  Mrs  Wyllvs  was  pale,  and  her  lip 
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quivered,  though  the  steadiness  of  her  itoice  {htotciI"^ 

it  was  not  with  alarm,  as  she  hastily  said^ — 

^^  Remain  a  moment,  sir,  if  need  does  not  require 
your  presence  elsewhere.  There  is  somethii]^  so 
remarkable  in  this  meeting,  that  I  could  wish  to 
improve  it/* 

Wilder  bowed,  and  again  faced  the  ladies,  whom 
he  had  just  been  about  to  quit,  like  one  who  fefi 
he  had  no  right  to  intrude  a  moment  longer  than, had 
been  necessary  to  recover  that  which  had  been  lost 
by  his  pretended  awkwardness.  When  Mrs  Wyllys 
found  that  her  wish  was  so  unexpectedly  realized, 
she  hesitated  as  to  the  manner  in  which  she  should 
next  proceed. 

/^  I  have  been  J^us  bold,  sir,**  she  said,  in  some 
embarrassment,  '^  on  account  of  the  opinion  you  so 
lately  expressed,  concerning  the  vessel  which  nowt 
lies  ready  to  put  to  sea,  the  instant  she  is  favoured 
with  a  wind." 

"'The  Royal  Caroline?'"  Wilder  carelessly 
replied.  f 

"  That  is  her  name,  I  believe." 

"  I  hope,  Madam,  that  nothing  which  I  have  said," 
he  hastily  continued,  "  will  have  an  effect  to  preju» 
dice  you  against  the  ship.  I  will  pledge  myself  that 
she  is  made  pf  excellent  materials,  and  then  I  have 
not  the  least  doubt  but  she  is  very  ably  commanded.** 

"  And  yet  have  you  not  hesitated  to  say,  that  you 
consider  a  passage  in  this  very  vessel  more  dan^r- 
ous  than  one  in  any  other  ship  that  will  p^abably 
leave  a  port  of  the  Provinces  in  many  months  to 
come.** 

"  I  did,'*  answered  Wilder,  with  a  manner  not  to 
be  mistaken. 

"  Will  you  explain  your  reasons  for  this  opinion  ?** 

"  If  I  remember  rightly,  I  gave  thent  to  the  lady 
whom  I  had  the  honour  to  see  an  hour  ago.**, 

^'  That  individual,  sir,  is  »  longer  here  "  was  the 
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gctfve  i^ly  of  Wyllys ;  *^  nei&er  is  die  to  trust  her 
person  in  the  vessel.  .  This  young  lady  and  myself, 
with  our  attendants,  will  be  the  only  passengers.^^ 

^M  understood  it  so,"  returned  Wilder,  keeping 
his  thoughtful  gaze  riveted  on  tibe  speaking  counte- 
nance of  the  deeply  interested  Gertrude. 

**  And,  now  that  thexe  is  jpo  apprehension  of  any 
mistake,  may  I  ask  you  to  repeat  the  reasons  why 
jou  dunk  there  will  be  danger  in  embaridng  in  the 
*  Royal  Cart)line  ?' "  . 

Wilder  started,  and  even  bad  the  grace  to  colour, 
as  he  met  the  calm  and  attentive  look  of  Mrs  Wyllys  ^s 
searc^ng,  but  placid  eye. 

*"*•  You  would  not  have  me  repeat.  Madam,"  he 
etamtnered,  ^^what  I  have  already  said  onlhe  subject?" 

^^  I  would  not,  sir;  <mce  will  suffice  for  such  an 
eitplanation ;  stiH  am  I  persuaded  you  have  other 
reasons  for  your  words^" 

^^  It  i»  exceedingly  difficult  for  a  seaman  to  speak 
of  sl^>s  in  any  other  than  technical  language,  which 
must  be  the  next  thing  to  being  unintelligible  to  one 
of  your  sex  and  condition.  You  have  never  been  at 
sea.  Madam?" 

"  Very  often,  sir." 

«^Then  may  I  hope,  possibly,  to  make  myself 
understood.  You  must  he  conscious.  Madam,  that 
no  small  part  of  the  safety  of  a  ship  depends  on  the 
vei^  material  point  of  keeping  her  right  side  upper- 
most :  sailors  call  it  ^  makmg  her  stand  up.^  Now, 
I  i%ed  not  fay,  I  am  quite  sure,  to  a  lady  of  your 
id^lig^Eice,  &at,  if  the  ^Caroline'  fall  on  her  beam, 
there  wil}  be  imminent  hazard  to  all  on  board." 

^  Nothing  can  be  clearer ;  but  would  not  the 
same  risk  be  incurred  in  any  other  vessel  ?" 

^  Without  doubt,  if  any  other  vessel  should  trip 
But  I  have  pursued  my  profession  for  many  years^ 
wiliiout  mewng  widi4ucb  a  misfortune,  but  onc« 
iWi,  the  fikttwij3g|i  of  the  bowq>rtt' 
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-  ^  Ave  good  as  er^  iswtie  fitHn  lii€t4isMN^{^i%^ 
ger,"  said  a  voice  behidd  ttiem.  •     '■  '■  ■  -*>^ 

The  \Hade  p^^  to^ed ;  jsJtAf  Ik^ld^,*  €tt  Ik  If^ie^ 
distance,  the  old  s^aitian  al#ea<i^  inh^e^acisd, 
mounted  on  wim&  ^ject-o&^te  olber  sideof'tbe 
wall,  against  whdoh  he  was  very  coi6^y  leaning,  euid 
whence  he  osr^voked  tiie  whiot^  of  th6  teteii^  bf 
&£  gra^mda.  .,' 

:  ^'  I  haire  ltf!ta  at  the  tv^ftt^r  side  to  look  at  Ihe  %di$, 
at  the  wish  of  Madam  de  Lacey,  ihe  wM^^  ^f  it^ 
late  nobl6  CoiHmaiidcv^aiid'  i^mtfsJ ;  d^  tet  o^er 
men  think  as  they  ihay,  I  dim  mady  to  j^^^^Fieai^  $S^sgt 
the  ^  RoyaKyaroline'  has  as  well  aecctr^a  iH^^d^i^ 
as  any  ship  thalt  cfrriagi  ^the  Bi^tisb  flkg  *    Ay ^  iioi'  is  ^ 
that  all  I  will  say  i&  her  &vo!ir ;  sbe^  ts  ^vm^iat 
neatly  and  lightly  ^parred^  «nd  has  no^titc^^e  of  a 
wall^ide  diam  tibe  itiraUs  of  yomdei^  ^huridif  IsiltfiH^ 
home.     I  am  an  old  man,  and  iny  reeteeiiitig  ta^^^t 
h^  the  last  leaf  of  the  ldg*book ;  dxerefope  it  is  Kttle 
interest  that  }  hatev^oar  can  hai^^ev  in  this  hng  im?  ^aft> 
schooner^  Imt  thi&siaGh  wxtt  I  sary,  which  is^^^tit 
is  just  aa  wioked^  and  sts  little  JiiDely  ^bo'foci^Tei^^ 
to  speak  "^scandal  of  a  wholesome  scnd'&oeftt.Giiifp^«Dr 
it  is  to  talk  amiss  of  mortal  Chri'stiastu^^ 

The  old  man  apoke  with^  ewr^,  ind  agreat  &orw 
of  honest  indi@ftaSiSk>nywlBCh  did;! Qotiail  t^^sdcestt' 
iic^riessi<lfik  o&  tltq  la^i^sv  ^  tfaBe  ssime  tune  Ast  it 
brought  Certain  ungiiitefnl  admonitioqs  Id  thfticoo^ 
iteienee  of  th^  uiidersiafidi^.WiU^.  -  ft 

^  ^^  You  pBi^eiv<e^  wt^"*  saidi  ^m\  W^Ugf*^  sifter  mwA-l 
ipg  m  md  for  the  reply  pf  the  young  a^samai^,  ^^4kAk^ 
it  is  v^y  p<issihl^.for'th¥0  noi^n,  of  «qE»l  adyiantage^i 
to  disagree  ofi  a  {Sessional  pomt.     WUbc&am  I  to 
believe?**  .    .  »  :  .         i.x^ 

"  Wljiebev0r  yotir  o?^n  eKoelleDtseiisd^hbuldftcill 
y^^i^^mostlik^^  to  be  eorreott  Mipepeat^  and  in  atr 
sWl^^yj^  ^bt^.tliltti  tcdilHcayengbBkvWitBiPXPi  that. 
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iBo&tf  or  ttfiter  of  mine  should,  with  my  consent 
embark  in  the  ^  Cftfoline.^  ^^ 

"'ITiis  U  incomprehensible  lytaid  Mrs  Wyllys^ 
turning  to  Gertrudcf  and  spetking  only  for  tier  ear. 
^  My  reason  tells  me  we  have  beti|i  trifled  with  by 
this  young  man;  and  yet  are  his  protestations  so 
earnest,  andapparently  so  sincere, that  I  cannot  shake 
off  the  impVession  Qiey  have  made.  To  which  of  the 
two,  ray  love,  do  you  &el  most  inclined  to  yield  your 
credence?" 

^^  You  kno  iv  how  very  ignorant  I  am,  dear  Madana^ 
of  all  these  things,'^  said  Gertrude,  dropping  her  eyes 
to  the  faded  spi  (g  she  was  plucking ;  ^^  but,  to  me, 
Uiat  old  wretdli  has  a  very  presuming  and  vicious 
look/' 

^*  You  then  think  &e  younger  most  entitled  to  our 
belief?" 

**  Why  not ;  since  you,  also,  think  he  is  a  gentle- 
man?" 

^  I  know  not  that  his  superior  situation  in  life  en* 
titles  him  to  greater  credit  Men  oflen  obtain  such 
advant^es  only  to  abuse  them. — I  am  afraid,  sir," 
continued  Mrs  'Wyllys,  turning  to  the  expecting 
Wilder,  '^that  unless  yoa  see  fit  to  be  more  frank, 
we  shall  be  fcompelled  to  refuse  you  our  faith,  and 
still  persevere  in  our  intention  to  profit,  by  ^e  op- 
portunity of  the  'Royal  Caroline,'  to  get  to  the 
Carolinas." 

"  From  the  bottom  of  my  heart.  Madam,  do  I  re 
gret  the  determination." 

"  It  may  still  be  in  your  power  to  change  it,  by 
being  explicit." 

Wilder  appeared  to  muse,  and- once  or  twice  his 
lips  moved,  as  if  he  were  about  to  speak.  Mrs 
Wyllys  and  Gertrude  awaited  his  intentions  with  I 
intense  interest;  but,  after  a  long  and  seemingly  ^f 
pause,  he  disapnointed  iMtb,  by  saying,*^^? 


myself  better  underetood;  It.b»>diily^04tefei€iwBf 
<^  my^ juMiiess ;  for  I  Sigs^  ^^l£9|(4hkt  tbii  d^efb 
as  apparmt  to  my  cy<il!  artie^ua  tftiiJi»A  liay*?^  '■-> 
*  *^  Then  wc  must  continue  bHiid,  mr^*^  returt4tf 
Mrs  Wyllysv  with  a  cold  sarlute.  '^^  1  thaol^  yoti  fop* 
f6m  good  and  kind  i)fitett<i^{)is,  tnit  )roti  ^eia»mot  bblti^ 
tl^  for  not  consenting  to  follow  Sid vic^  Whtefeis  buri^ 
&A  in  so  much  obscurity.  Althougb  in  our  o^Wii^ 
grounds^  we  shall  be  pardoned  the  rudeness  of  led!^^ 
ing  you.  The  hour  appointed  for  our  departure  has 
aow  arrived."  ;  .^ 

Wilder  returned  the  grate  bow  of  Mrs  Wylly^ 
with  one  quite  as  fbr|nal  as  her  own;  though  h€ 
bent  with  greater  grace,  and  with  more  cordiality^ 
to  the  deep  but  hurried  curtesy  of  Gertrude  Gray- 
son. He  remained  in  the  precise  spot,  however^  Ifi? 
which  they  leil  him,  uatil  he  saw  thei^  enter  the 
villa ;  and  he  even  fancied  he  could  catch  the  anxiotli^ 
expression  of  another  timitl  ^anCe  whic^  the  latter 
threw  in  his  direction,  as  her  light  form  appeared  td^^ 
float  from  before  his  sight.  Placing  one  hand  on  the- 
wall,  the  young  sailor  Siert  leaped  into, the  highway.* 
As  his  feet  struck  the  ground,  the  slight  shock  seetnedf 
ik>  awake  him  from  Us  abstraction,  and  he  becamw 
conscious  that  he  stood  within  six  feet  of  the  oM^ 
mariner,,  who  had  noiv  twifee  stepped  so  rudely  be^^^ 
tween  him  and  the  object  he  had  so  much  at  heart.- 
The  latter  dicl  not  allow  him  time  to  give  utterance 
to  his  disappointment ;  for  he  was  the  first  himself i 
to  speak. 

"  Come,  brother,"  he  said,  in  friendly,  confidential^ 
tones,  and  shaking  iiis  head^  like  one  who  widied  to 
show  to  his  companion  that  he  was  aware  of  tha 
d<^ception  lie  had  attempted  to  praetisb;  "come, 
brother,  you  have  stood  far  enough  on  this  tack^  and : 
it  is  time  to  try.  another.    Aj,  Kve  beenypuiigi  m^,  i 
self  in  my  time^  and  I  ISnow  what  a  hard  matter  it 
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%f  tt&^  |fve  ftie  aevil  a  '^kfe'  iMh,  wBeSi  there  is  fuii 
1*rWfotiri(i  msaiMgin  fiis  ctnii^any^  Bdt  oM  agfe 
%inii§s  tis  tb  t)Bfi^  r^»dc6hings;  and,  when  tte  life  is 
cetting  on  short  allowance  with  a  poor  fellow,  h^ 
TCginffe^  fhi*nk  6f  ibeing  sparing  of  his  tricks,  just 
as  water  is  saved  in  a  ship,  when  the  calnis  set  ifi, 
9(fter  it  Ma^  hteeii  s|>ilt  aboirt  decks  Rk^  rain,  for  weeks 
and  months  on  end.  Thought  comes  #ith  gray  hairs, 
%iid-  no  one  is  the  wdrse  for  p^dvfdmg  a  liitk  of  it 
among  his  other  small  stores." 
'  "  I  had  hoped,  when  I  gav6  }^ou  the  bottom  of  the 
liill,  and  took  the  top  myself,"  returned  Wilder, 
without  even  deigning  to  look  at  his  disagreeabte 
'Compalnioti,  ^''  thkt  we  had  patted  company  for  ever. 
A^  ybti  seeriri,  howevet*^  to  prefex*  the  high  ground,  I 
leav^  fdii  to^^hjoyit  ktyourleistire;  I  shall  descend 
^rftb- the  town." ' 

The  old  miri  shtiffl^d  after  him,  with  a  gait  that 
'i^d6¥^  it'difi^ctilt  for  Wilder,  who  was  by  this  time 
tea  fast  walk,  to  outstrip  him,  without  resorting  to 
thfe  undigtfified  expedient  of  an  actual  flight.  Vexed 
alike  with  himself  and  his  tormentor,  he  was  tempt* 
■^d  to  offer  some  violence  to  the  latter;"  and  then, 
recalled  to  his  reccollection  by  the  dangerous  imr 
pnls^,  he  Moderated  hi^  t>ace,  arid  continued  his 
♦i^te^  \^ith  a  calm  deteteimation  t&  be  superior  to 
any'  emotions  that  stich  a  pitiful  object  dould  excite. 

«*¥6ii  were  going  under  such  a  press  of  sail, 
young  Master,"  said  the  stubborn  old  mariner,  who 
still  kfept  ^  pa(ie  or  two  in  his  rear,  "  that  I  had  to  set 
every  thing  to  hold  way  With  you ;  but  you  now  seem 
to  be  getting  reasonable,  and  we  may  as  well  Jighten 
thfe  passage  by  a  little  profitable  talk.  You  had  nearly 
ma^e  the  oldiish  lady  believe  the  good  ship  '  Royal 
Carolina' was  the  flyiftg  Dutchman  !" 

**A«d  why  did  you  see  fit  to  undeceive  her?" 
Mdrttly  demanded  Wilder. 
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water  fifty  years,  scantbilize  wood  and  iron  after  aa 
wild  a  manner?  Thf  character  of  a  ship  is  as  dear 
to  an  old  sea-dog,  as  the  character  of  his  wife  or  hi^ 
sweetheart." 

"  Hark  ye,  friend  ;  you  live,  I  suppose,  lik^  othesr 
people,  by  eating  and  drinking  T" 

^^  A  little  of  the  first,  and  a  good  deal  of  the  last,^ 
returned  the  other,  with  a  chuckle. 

'*  And  you  get  both,  like  most  seaman,  by  bard 
work,  great  risk,  and  the  severest  exposure  ?" 

"Hum!  ^Making  our  money  like  horses,  and 
spending  it  like  asses !'— that  is  said  to  be  the  way 
with  us  all." 

"Now,  then,  have  you  an  opportunity  of  making 
some  with  less  labour ;  you  may  spend  it  to  suit  your 
own  fancy.  Will  you  engage  in  my  service  for  a  few 
hours,  with  this  for  your  bounty,  and  as  much4nore 
for  wages,  provided  you  dealhonestly  ?" 

The  old  man  stretched  out  a  hand,  and  took  the 
guinea  Which  Wilder  had  showed  over  his  shoulder, 
without  appearing  to  deem  it  at  all  necessary  to  iace 
his  recruit.  • 

"  It's  no  sham !"  said  the  latter,  stopping  to  ring 
the  metal  on  a  stone. 

"  'Tis  gold,  as  pure  as  ever  came  from  the  Mint," 

The  other  very  coolly  pocketed  the  coin;  and 
then,  with  a  certain  hardened  and  decided  way,  as 
if  he  were  now  ready  for  any  thing,  he  demanded, — 

"  What  hen-roost  am  1  to  rob  for  this  ?" 

"  You  are  to  do  no  such  pitiful  act ;  you  have  only 
to  perform  ^  little  of  that  which,  I  fancy,  you  are  no 
stranger  to :  Can  you  keep  a  false  log  ?" 

"  Ay;  and  swear  to  it,  on  occasion.  I  understand 
ou.  You  are  tired  of  twisting  the  truth  like  a  new 
aid  rope,  and  you  wish  to  turn  the  job  pver  to  me.V 

"Something  so.  You  must  unsay  al)  you  have 
said  concerning  yonder  ship ;  and,  as  you  have  had 
cottoning  enQUj^  to  .get  qn  the  w^thjBx-^ide  of  Mrs 


4©  Laccy,  you  must  impt^ve  yoar  advantage,  by 
making  matters  a  little  worse  than  1  have  I'epresent- 
ed  them  to  be.  Tdl  me,  thaf  I  may  judge  of  your 
qualifications,  did  you,  in  truth,  ever  sail  with  the 
worthy  Rear'- Admiral?" 

"As  I  am  an  honest  aud  reKgious  Christian,  I 
ijexrer  hedrd  of  the  honest  old  man  before  yesterday. 
Oh!  you  KKiy  trust  me  in  these  matters!  I  am  not 
likely  to  spoil  a  history  for  want  of  facts." 

"  J  tWnk  you  will  do.  Now  listen  to  my  plan." 

.  "Stop,  worthy  rii^ssmate,"  interrupted  the  other: 
****=  Stones  can  hear,*  they  say  on  shore:  we  sailors 
know  that  ike  pttmps  have  ears  on  board  a  ship : 
have  you  ^ver  seeit  such  a  place  as  the  *  Foul  An- 
dbot'  fa^r«rh,  in  tt»s  kmn  ?" 

"Ihavebe^n  there." 

'* }  hope  you  like  it  '^vcll  enough  to  go  again.  Here 
we  will  part.  You  shall  haul  on  the  wind,  being  the 
lightest  sailer,  and  make  a  stretch  or  two  among 
••  these  houses,  until  you  are-well  to  windward  of  yon- 
der church.  You  will  then  have  plain  sailing  down 
upon  hearty  Joe  Joram's,  where  is  to  be  found  as 
snug  an  anchorage,  for  an  honest  trader,  as  at  any 
inn  in  the  Colondes.  I  will  keep  away  down  this 
hill,  aad,  considering  the  difference  in  our  rate  of 
sailii^^f  vie  Phalli  not  be  long  aildr  one  another  in 
port" 

'^  Afid  what  IS  ^  be  gained  by  so  mdch  ilianoeuv- 
caring^?  'Can  yba  listen  ta  nothing  tvhicjh  is  not  steep- 
ed in  rom?"' 

-}^  You  dffend;  Hue  by  the  worf*  You  shall  see  what 
it  ifr  to  send  a  sober  messeuger  on  your  grands,  whet 
the  limo  comes.  Bat,  suppose  we  are  seen  speaking 
to  «a€h  other  on  the  hi^way—-why,  as  you  are  in 
soiih  low  repute  jwst  bow,  I  shall  los6  my  character 
wii&  the  ladies  altogether." 
i.!^  Tber^  m^f  bereadon  in^  that.    Hasten,  then,  to 
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meet  me ;  for,  as  %^  spoke  of  embarking  soon, 
there  is  not  a  minute  to  lose." 

"  No  fear  of  their  breaking  ground  so  suddenly/' 
returned  the  old  man,  holding  the  pa}m  of  his  hand 
above  his  head  to  catch  the  wind.  "  There  is  not 
yet  air  enough  to  cool  the  burning  cheeks  of  that 
young  beauty ;  and,  depend  on  it^  the  signal  will  not 
be  given  to  them  until  the  sea  breeze  is  fairly  come 
in." 

Wilder  waved  his  hand,  and  stepped  lightly  along 
the  road  the  other  had  indicated  to  him,  ruminating 
on  the  figure  which  the  fresh  and  youthful  charms 
of  Gertrude  had  extorted  from  one  evet  as  old  and 
as  coarse  as  his  new  ally.  His  companion  followed 
his  person  for  a  moment,  with  an  amused  look,  and 
an  ironical  cast  of  the  eye ;  and  then  he  also  quick- 
ened his  pace,  in  ord.er  to  reach  the  place  of  ren- 
dezvous in  sufficient  season. 


CHAPTER    X. 

^  Forewum  him,  that  he  um  no  ■enrriloas  words.** 

JVinier'i  7Vi/e. 

As  Wilder  approached  the  "Foul  Anchor,"  he 
beheld  every  symptom  of  some  powerful  excitement 
existing  within  the  bosom  of  the  hitherto  peaceful 
town.  More  than  half  the.women,  ai^d  perhaps  one 
tpurth  of  all  the  men,  within  a  reasonabliSitDroximity 
to  that  well  known  inn,  were  assembled  before  its 
dppr,  listenings  to  one  of  the  former  sexj  who  de- 
claimed, in  tones  so  shrill  and  penetrating,  as  not  to 
leave  the  proprietors  of  the  curious  and  attentive 
countenances,  in  the  outer  circle  of  the  crowd,  the 
smallest  rational  ground  of  complaint  on  the  score 
of  impartiality.    Our  adventurer  hesitated,  with  the 
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sudden  coiiscioasness  of  one  bat  newly  embarked 
in  such  enterprises  as  that  in  which  he  had  so  re- 
cently enlisted,  when  he  first  saw  these  signs  of 
commotion ;  nor  did  he  determine  to  proceed  until 
he  caught  a  glimpse  of  his  aged  confederate,  elbow- 
ing his  way  through  the  mass  of  bodies,  with  a  per- 
severance and  energy  that  promised  to  bring  him 
riglit speedily  into  the  very  presence  of  her  who  ut- 
tered such  loud  and  piercing  plaints.     Encouraged 
by  this  example,  the  young  man  advanced,  but  was 
content  to  take  his  position,  for  a  moment,  in  a  situ- 
ation that  left  him  entire'  command  of  his  limbs, 
and,  consequently,  in  a  condition  to  make  a  timely 
retreat,  should  the  latter  measure  prove  at  all  expe- 
dient. 

'*  I  call  on  you.  Earthly  Potter,  and  you.  Preserv- 
ed Green,  and  you.  Faithful  Wanton,"  cried  Desire, 
as  he  came  within  hearing,  pausing  to  catch  a  mor- 
sel of  breath,  before  she  proceeded  in  her  affecting 
appeal  to  the  neighbourhood ;  "  and  you  too.  Up- 
right Crook,  and  you  too.  Relent  Flint,  and  you, 
Wealthy  Poor,  to  be  witnessed  and  testimonials  in 
my  behalf.  You,  and  all  and  each  of  you,  can  qual- 
ify, if  need  should  be,  that  I  have  ever  been  a  slaving 
and  loving  consort  of  this  man  who  has  deserted  me 
in  my  age,  leaving  so  many  of  his  own  children  on 
my  hands,  to  feed  and  to  rear,  besides" — 

"  What  certainty  is  it,"  interrupted  the  landlord 
of  the  "  Foul  Anchor  "  most  inopportunely,  "  that 
the  good-man  has  absconded  ?  It  was  a  merry  day, 
the  one  that  is  just  gone,  and  it  is  quite  in  reason  to 
believe  your  husband  was,  like  seme  others  I  can 
name — a  thing  I  shall  not  be  so  unwise  as  to  do — 
a  little  of  what  I  call  how-come-ye-so,  and  that 
his  nap  holds  on  longer  than  common.  I'll  en- 
gage we  shall  all  see  the  honest  tailor  creeping  out 
of  some  of  the  barns  shortly,  as  fresh  and  as  ready 
for  his  bittei^  ds  if  he  had  not  wet  his  throat  with 


eoti  water  eim:^  the  la;^t  tiipe  of  gc^^^l  rej^ 

A  low  but  pretty  general  Ipiugh  followed  this^efibit 
of  tavern  wit,  thoujgh  it  faikd  in  exciting  even  ^ 
smile  on  the  disturbed  visage  of  Desire,  which,  bj 
its  doleful  outline^  appeared  to  have  taken  icjave  of 
all  its  risible  properties  (qip  ever. 

"Not  he,  not  he,"  e:f.cl^imed  the  discpnsokif 
consort  of  the  good-man;  "he  has  not  the  heart .t<^ 
gei:  himself  coiirageous,  in  loyal  drinking,  on  su^b  aj^ 
occasion  ap  a  merry-making  on  account  of  his  Maj^ 
tj's  glory ;  he  was  a  man.,  altogejthef  for  work ;  and 
it  is  chiefly  for  his  hard  labou^  that  I  have  reason  tp 
complain.  After  being  so  long  usqd  to  rejy  on  hi^ 
toil,  it  is  a  sore  cross  to  a  dependant  woman  to  b^ 
thrown  suddenly  and  altog^tbier  on  herself  for  sup- 
port. But  I'll  be  revenged  on  him,  if  there's  law  tQ 
be  found  in  Rhod«  Island,  or  in,  the  Provideng^ 
iPlantations !  Let  hin)  dare  to.  keep  hi3  pitiful 
image  out  of  my  sight  the  lawful  time,  and  then, 
when  he  returns,  he  shall  fipd  himself,  as  niany  ^ 
vagalx)nd  has  been  before  him^  without  wife,  as  1^^ 
will  be  without  house  to  lay  his  graceless  head  in.''* 
Then,  catching  a  glimpse  of  the  inquiring  face  of  the 
old  seaman,  who  by  this  time  had  worked  his  way 
to  her  very  side,  she  abruptly  added,  "  Here  is  ^ 
stranger  in  the  place,  and  one  who  has  lately  arriyed  1 
Did  you  meet  a  straggUng  runaway,  friend,  in  your 
journey  hither?" 

"  I  had  too  much  trouble  in  navigating  my  old 
hulk  on  dry  land,  to  log  the  name  and  rate  of  every 

*  It  wpuld  seem,  from  this  declaration,  that  certain  lega^ 
antiquarians,  who  have  contended  that  the  community  is  in- 
debted to  Desire  for  the  unceremonious  manner  of  clipping 
the  nu|>tial  knot,  which  is  so  well  known  to  exist,  even  to  timt 
hour,  in  the  community  of  which  she  was  a  member,  are  en- 
tirely in  the  wrong.  It  evidently  did  not  take  its  rise  in  her 
example,  sincie  she  clearly  alludes  to  it,  as  a  means  before 
resorted  to  by  the  injured  innocents  of  her  own  sex. 
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craft  I  fell  in  with,'^  returned  the  other,  with  infinite 
composure ;  "  and  4^et,  now  you  speak  oi  such  a 
-thing,  I  do  remember  to  have  come  within  hail  of  a 
poor  fellow,  just  about  the  beginning  of  the  morning- 
watch,  somewhere  hereaway,  up  in  the  bushes 
between  this  town  and  the  bit  ^  a  ferry  that  carries 
one  on  to  the  main." 

"  What  so^  of  a  man  was  he  ?"  demanded  five  or 
six  anxious  voices,  in  a  breath ;  amcy^g  which  the 
tones  of  Desire,  however,  maintained  their  suprem- 
acy, rising  above  those  of  all  the  others,  like  tiie 
strains  of  a  first-rate  artist  flourishing  a  quaver  above 
the  more  modest  thrills  of  the  rest  of  the  troupe. 

"  What  sort  of  a  man !  Why  a  fellow  with  his 
arms  rt^ed  athwart  ship,  and  his  legs  stepped  like 
^ose  of  all  other  Christians,  to  be  sure :  but,  now 
you  speak  of  it,  I  remember  that  he  had  aT^it  of  a 
dieep-shank  in  one  of  his  legs,  and  rolled  a  good 
deal  as  he  went  ahead." 

"  It  was  he !"  added  the  same  chorus  of  voices. 
Five  or  six  of  the  speakers  instantly  stole  slyly  out 
of  the  throng,  with  the  commendable  intention  of. 
hurrying  after  the  delinquent,  in  order  to  secure  the 
payment  of  certain  small  balances  of  account,  in 
which  the 'unhappy  and  much  traduced  good-man 
stood  indebted  to  the  several  parties.  Had  we  leisure 
to  record  the  manner  in  which  these  praiseworthy 
efibrts^  to  save  an  honest  penny,  were  conducted, 
the  reader  might  find  much  subject  of  amusement  iu 
the  secret  diligence  with  which  each  worthy  trades- 
man endeavoured  to  outwit  his  neighbour,  on  the 
occasion,  as  well  as  in  the  cunning  subterfuges  which 
were  adopted  to  veil  their  real  designs,  when  all  met 
at  the  ferry,  deceived  and  disappointed  in  their  ob- 
ject As  Desire,  hov/ever,  had  neither  legal  demand 
on,  nor  hope  of  favour  from,  her  truant  husband,  she 
was  content  to  purs{!ke,  on  the  spot,  such  further  in- 
quiries in  behalf  of  the  fugitive  as  she  saw  fit  to  make. 

Vol..  I.  O 


!3i^  natiB  ini^i^  Mvn. 

It  is  possibte  the  pleaaares  of  freedom,  in  tfie  shape 
of  the  contemplated  divoree,  were  already  floating 
before  her  active  mind,  with  the  soothing  perspec- 
tive of  second  nuptials,  hacked  by  ttie  influence  of 
such  another  picture  as  might  be  drawn  from  the 
recollections  of  her  first  love ;  the  whole  having  a 
manifest  tendency  to  pacify  her  awakened  spirit,  and 
to  give  a  certain  portion  of  directness  and  energy  to 
her  subsequent  interrogatories. 

"  Had  he  a  thieving  look  ?''  she  demanded,  with- 
out attending  to  the  mann^  in  which  she  was  so 
suddenly  deserted  by  all  those  who  had  just  express- 
ed the  strongest  sympathy  in  her  loss.  **  Was  he  a 
man  that  bad  the  air  of  a  sneaking  runaway  ?" 

"  As  for  his  head-piece,  I  will  not  engage  to  give^ 
a  very  true  account,"  returned  the  old  mariner; 
"  thougfi  he  had  the  look  of  one  who  had  been  kept, 
a  good  deal  of  his  time,  in  the  lee  scuppers.  If  I 
should  give  an  opinion,  the  poor  devil  has  had  too 
•  much" — 

"  Idle  time,  you  would  say ;  yes,  yes ;  it  has  been 
liis  misfortune  to  be  out  of  work  a  good  deal  latter- 
ly, and  wickedness  has  got  into  Itis  head,  for  want  of 
something  better  to  think  of.     Too  much" — 

"  Wife,"  interrupted  the  old  man,  emphatically. 
Another  general,  and  far  less  equivocal  laugh,  at  the' 
expense  of  Desire,  succeeded  this  blunt  declaration. 
Nothing  intimidated  by  such  a  manifest  assent  to  the 
opinion  of  the  hardy  seaman,  the  undaunted  virago 
resumed, — 

"  Ah !  you  little  know  the  suffering  and  forbear- 
ance I  have  endured  with  the  man  in  so  many  long 
years.  Had  the  fellow  you  met  the  look  of  one  who 
nad  left  an  injured  woman  behind  him  ?" 

"  I  can't  say  there  was  any  thing  about  him  which 
said,  in  so  many  words,  that  the  woman  he  had  left 
at  her  moorings  was  more  or  less  injured  ;"  returned 
the  tar,  with  conunendable  discrimination,  "but  there 
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\ras  enough  about  him  to  show,  that,  however  and 
wherever  he  may  have  stowed  his  wife,  if  wife  she 
was,  he  had  not  seen  fit  to  leave  all  her  outfit  at 
home.  The  man  had  plenty  of  female  toggery  around 
his  neck ;  j  suppose  he  found  it  more  agreeable  than 
ber  arms." 

"  What !"  exclaimed  Desire,  looking  aghast;  "  has 
he  dared  to  rob  me !  What  had  he  of  mine  ?  not  the 
gold  beads  !'^ 

**  I'll  not  swear  they  were  no  sham." 

"  The  villain  1"  continued  the  enraged  termagant, 
catching  her  breath  like  a  person  that  had  just  been 
submerged  in  water  longer  than  is  agreeable  to  hu- 
man nature,  and  forcing  her  way  through  the  crowd, 
witli  such  visjour  as  soon  to  be  in  a  situation  to  fly  to 
her  secret  hordes,  in  order  to  ascertam  the  extent  of 
her  misfortune ;  "  the  sacrilegious  villain  I  to  rob  the 
wife  of  his  l)osom,  the  mother  of  his  own  children, 
and'' 

"  Well,  well,"  again  interrupted  the  landlord  of 
the  *  Foul  Anchor,'  with  his  unseasonable  voice,  "  I 
never  before  heard  the  good-man  suspected  of  rogue- 
ry, though  the  neighbourhood  was  ever  backward  xvt 
calling  him  chicken-hearted.'* 

The  old  seaman  looked  the  piiblican  full  in  the 
face,  with  niuch  meaning  in  his  eye,  as  he  answer- 
ed,— 

"  If  the  honest  tailor  never  robbed  any  but  that 
virago,  there  would  be  no  great  thieving  sin  to  be 
laid  to  his  account ;  for  every  bead  he  had  about 
him  wouldn't  serve  to  pay  his  ferryage.  I  could 
carry  all  the  gold  on  his  neck  in  my  eye,  and  see 
none  the  worse  for  its  company.  But  it  is  a  shame 
to  stop  the  entrance  into  a  licensed  tavern,  with  such 
a  mob,  as  if  it  were  an  embargoed  port ;  and  so  I 
bal^e  sent  the  woman  after  her  valuables,  and  all  tha 
idlem,  as  you  see,  in  her  wake,'* 
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Joe  Joram  gazed  on  the  speaker  like  a  man  en- 
thralled by  some  mysterious  charm ;  neither  answer- 
ing, nor  altering  the  direction  of  his  eye,  for  near  a 
minute.  Then,  suddenly  breaking  out  in  a  deep  and 
powerful  laugh,  as  if  he  were  not  backward  in  en- 
joying the  artifice,  which  certainly  had  prcfduced  the 
effect  of  removing  the  crowd  from  his  own  door  to 
that  of  the  absent  tailor,  he  flourished  his  arm  in  the 
way  of  greeting,  and  exclaimed, — 

" Welcome^  tarry  Bob;  welcome,  old  boy,  wel- 
come !  From  what  cloud  have  you  fallen  ?  and  be- 
fore what  wind  have  you  been  running,  that  New- 
port is  again  your  harbour  ?" 

"  Too  many  questions  to  be  answered  in  an  open 
roadstead,  friend  Joram ;  and  altogether  too  dry  a 
subject  for  a  husky  conversation.  When  I  am  births 
ed  in  ofte  of  your  inner  cabins,  with  a  mug  of  flip 
and  a  kid  of  good  Rhode  Island  beef  within  grap- 
pling distance,  why,  as  many  questions  as  you  choose, 
and  as  many  answers,  you  know,  as  suits ^  my  ap- 
petite." 

"  And  who's  to  pay  the  piper,  honest  Bob  ?  whose 
ship's  purser  will  pay  your  check  n©w?"  continued 
the  publican,  showing  the  old  sailor  in,  however, 
with  a  readiness  that  seemed  to  contradict  the  doubt, 
expressed  by  his  words,  of  any  reward  for  such  ex- 
traordinary civility. 

"Who?"  interrupted  the  other,  displaying  the 
money  so  lately  received  from  Wilder,  in  such  a 
manner  that  it  might  be  seen  by  the  few  by-standers 
who  remained,  as  though  he  would  himself  furnish 
a  sufficient  apology  for  tl^e  distinguished  manner  in 
which  he  was  received ;  "  who  but  this  gentleman  t 
I  can  boast  .of  being  backed  by  the  countenance  of 
his  Sacred  Majesty  himself,  God  bless  him !" 

"  God  bless  him !"  echoed  several  of  the  loyal 
lieges ;  and  that  too  in  a  place  which  has  since 
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l^iurd  fuch  very  difier^it  cries,  jnd  where  the  same 
words  Vould  now  excite  nearly  as  much  surprise, 
thjOugh  &r  le^  alarm,  than  an  earthquake. 

''God  bless  him  I"  repeated  Joran>,  opening  the 
door  oi'  an  ipner  room,  and  pointing  the  way  to  his 
customer,* ''and  all  that  are  favored  with  his  coun* 
tenance!  Walk  in,  old  Bob,  and  you  idiall  soon  grap 
pie  with  half  an  ax." 

Wilder,  who  had  approached  the  outer  door  of 
Oie  tavern  as  the  mob  receded,  witnessed  the  retreat 
of  the  two  worthies  into  the  recesses  of  the  house, 
and  immediately  entered  the  bar-room  himself. 
While  deliberating  on  the  manner  in  which  he  shouid 
arrive  at  a  communication  with  his  new  confederate, 
without  attracting  too  much  attention  to  so  odd  an 
association,  the  landlord  returned  in  person  to  re- 
lieve him.  After  casting  a  hasty  glance  ar^nd  the 
apartment,  his  look  settled  on  our  adventurer,  whom 
be  approached  in  a  manner  half-doubting,  half- 
decided. 

"What  success,  sir,  in  looking  for  a  ship  ?"  he  de- 
manded, now  recc^nizing,  for  the  first  time,  the 
stranger  with  whom  he  had  before  held  converse 
that  morning.  "More  hands  than  places  to  employ 
them?" 

"  I  am  not  sure  it  will  so  prove.  In  my  walk  on 
the  hill,  I  met  an  5ld  seaman,  who" — 

"  Hum !"  interrupted  the  publican,  with  an  intel- 
ligible, though  stolen,  sign  to  follow.  "You  will 
find  it  more  convenient,  sir,  to  take  your  breakfast 
in  another  room."  Wilder  followed  his  conductor, 
who  left  the  public  apartment  by  a  different  door 
from  that  by  which  he  had  led  his  other  guest  into 
the  interior  of  the  house,  wondering  at  the  air  of 
mystery  that  the  innkeeper  saw  fit  to  assume  on  the 
occasion.  After  leading  him  by  a  circuitous  passage, 
the  latter  showed  Wilder,  in  profound  silence,  up 
a  private  stair-way,  into  the  very  attic  of  the  build- 
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ing.  Here  he  rapped  lightly  at  a  door,  and  wks  bid 
to  enter,  by  a  Toice  that  caused  our  adventurer  to 
start  by  its  deepness  and  severity.  On  fin<Ung  him- 
self, however,  in  a  low  and  confined  room,  he  saw 
no  other  occupant  than  the  seaman  who  had  just 
been  greeted  by  the  publican  as  an  old  acquaintance, 
and  by  a  name  to  which  he  might,  by  his  attire,  well 
lay  claim  to  be  entitled — ^tbat  of  tarry  Bob.  While 
Wilder  was  staring  about  him,  a  good  deal  surprised 
at  the  situatioii  in  which  he  was  placed,  the  land- 
lord retired,  and  he  found  himseli  alone  with  his 
confederate.  The  latter  was  already  engaged  in 
discussing  the  fragment  of  the  ox,  just  mentioned, 
and  in  quaffing  of  some  liquid  that  seemed  equally 
adapted  to  his  taste,  although  sufficient  time  had  not 
certainly  been  allowed  to  prepare  the  beverage  he 
had  seen  fit  to  order.  Without  allowing  his  visiter 
leisure  for  much  further  reflection,  the  old  mariner 
made  a  motion  to  him  to  take  the  only  vacant  chair 
in  the  ropm,  while  he  continued  his  employment  on 
the  surloin  with  as  much  assiduity  as  though  no  in- 
terruption had  taken  place. 

"  Honest  Joe  Joram  always  makes  a  friend  of  his 
butcher,"  he  said,  after  ending  a  draught  that  threat- 
ened to  drain  the  mug  to  the  bottom.  "There  is 
such  a  flavour  about  his  beef,  that  one  might  mistake 
it  for  the  fin  of  a  halibut  You  have  been  in  foreign 
parts,  shipmate,  or  I  may  call  you  '  messmate,'  since 
we  are  both  anchored  nigh  the  same  kid — ^but  you 
have  doubtless  been  in  foreign  countries  ?" 

"  Often ;  I  should  else  be  but  a  miserable  sea- 
man." 

"  Then,  tell  me  frankly,  have  you  ever  been  in 
the  kingdom  that  can  furnish  such  rations^ — fish, 
flesh,  fowl,  and  fruits- — as  this  very  noble  land  of 
America,  in  which  w^  are  now  both  moored  ?  and 
in  which  I  suppose  we  both  of  us  were  born  ?" 

**  It  would  be  carrying  the  lo;«re  of  home  a  little 
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loo  far,  to  believe  in  such  universal  superiority,'* 
returned  Wilder,  willing  to  divert  the  eonversation 
from  his  real  object,  until  he  had  time  to  arrange  his 
ideas,  and  assure  himself  he  had  no  other  auditor  but 
his  visible  companion.  "It  is  generally  admitted 
that  England  excels  us  in  all  these  articles." 

"By  whom?  by  your  knovyr-nothingfe  and  bold 
-l^alkers.  But  I,  a  man  who  has  seen  the  four  quarter 
of  the  parth,  and  no  small  part  of  the  water  besides,    ./» 
give  the  lie  to  such  empty  boasters.  We  are  colonics^  ^ 
friend,  we  are  colonies ;  and  it  is  as  bold  in  a  colony 
to  tell  the  mother  that  it  has  the  advantage,  in  this  or 
that  particular,  as  it  would  be  in  a  foremast  Jack  to 
tell  his  officer  he  was  wrong,  though  he  knew  it  to 
be  true.    I  am  but  a  poor  man,  Mr —  By  what  name 
may  I  call  your  Honour  ?" 

"  Me  !  my  name  ? — Harris." 

"  I  am  but  a  poor  man,  Mr  Harris  ;  but  I  have  had 
charge  of  a  watch  in  my  time,  old  and  rusty  as  I 
seem,  nor  have  I  spent  so  many  long  nights^n  deck 
without  keeping  thoughts  at  work,  though  Rtiay  not 
have  overhaurd  as  much  philosophy,  in  so  doing,  as 
a  paid  parish  priest,  or  a  iee'd  lawyer.  Let  me  tell 
.  you,  it  is  a  disheartening  thing  to  be  nothing  but  a 
dweller  in  a  colony.  It  keeps  down  the  pride  and 
spirit  of  a  man,  and  lends  a  hand  in  making  him  what 
his  masters  would  be  glad  to  have  him.  I  shall  say 
nothing  of  fruits,  and  meats,  and  other  eatables,  that 
come  from  the  land  of  which  both  you  and  I  have 
heard  and  know  too  much,  unless  it  be  to  point  to 
yonder  sun,  and  then  to  ask  4:he  question,  whether 
you  think  King  George  has  the  power  to  make  it 
shine  on  the  Mt  of  an  island  where  he  lives,  as  it 
shines  here  in  his  broad  provinces  of  America  ?" 

"  Certainly  not :  and  yet  you  know  that  every  one 
allows  that  the  productions  of  England  are  sG^much 
superior"— 

"  Aj»  ay;  a  colony  always  sails  under  the  lee  of 
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its  mother.  Talk  docs  it  all,  friend  Harris.  Tadk,' 
talk,  talk ;  a  n^D  can  talk  himself  into  a  fever,  o| 
set  a  ship's  company  by  the  ears.  He  can  talk  a 
cherry  into  a  peach,  or  a  flounder  into  a  whale.  J^ow 
here  is  the  \vhole  of  this  long  coast  of  America,  and 
all  her  rivers,  and  lakes,  and  brooks,  swarming 
with  such  treasures  as  any  man  might  fatten  on,  and 
yet  his  Majesty's  servants,  who  come  among  us,  talk 
of  their  tiirbots,  and  their  sole,  and  their  carp,  as  if 
the  Lord  had  only  made  such  fish,  and  the  devil  had 
let  the  others  slip  through  his  fingers,  without  asking 
leave." 

Wilder  turned,  and  fastened  a  look  of  surprise  on 
the  old  man,  who  continued  to  eat,  however,  as  if  he 
had  uttered  nothing  but  what  might  be  Considered 
as  a  matter  of  CQurse  opinion. 

"  You  are  more  attached  to  your  birth-place  than 
loyal,  friend,"  said  the  young  mariner,  a  little  aus* 
terely. 

"  I  aK  not  fish-loyal  at  least.  What  the  Lord 
made,  one  may  speak  of,  I  hope,  without  offence.  As 
to  the  Government,  that  is  a  rope  twisted  by  the 
hands  of  man,  and" — 

"  And  what  ?"  demanded  Wilder,  perceiving  that 
the  other  hesitated. 

"  Hum  I  Why,  I  fancy  man  will  undo  his  own 
"work,  when  he  can  find  nothing  better  to  busy  him- 
self in.   No  harm  in  saying  that  either,  I  hope  ?" 

"  So  much,  that  I  must  call  your  attention  to  the 
business  that  has  brought  us  together.  You  have  not 
so  soon  forgotten  the  earnest-money  you  received?" 

The  old  sailor  shoved  the  dish  firom  before  him, 
and,  folding  his  arms,  he  looked  his  companion  full 
in  the  eye,  as  he  calmly  answered, — 

**  When  I  am  fairly  enlisted  in  a  service,  I  am  a 
man  to  be  counted  on.  I  hope  you  sail  under  the 
same  colors,  friemd  Harris  ?" 

"  It  would  be  dishonest  to  be  otherwise.    There 
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is  one  thing  you  will  excuse,  before  I  proceed  to  de- 
tail my  plans  and  washes :  I  must  take  occasion  to 
examine  this  closet,  in  order  to  be  sure  that  we  are* 
actually  alone," 

"  You  will  find  little  there  except  the  toggery  of 
some  of  honest  Joe's  female  gender.  As  the  door 
is  not  fastened  with  any  extraordinary  care,  you  have 
only  to  look  for  yourself,  since  seeing  is  believing." 
>  Wilder  did  not  seem  disposed  to  wait  for  this  per- 
mission ;  he  opened  the  door,  even  whije  the  other 
was  speaking,  and,  finding  that  the  closet  actually 
contained  little  else  than  the  articles  named  by  his 
companion,  he  tur»ed  away,  like  a  man  who  was 
disappointed. 

"  Were  you  alone  when  T  entered?"  he  demanded, 
after  a  thoughtful  pause  of  a  moment 

"  Honest  Joram,  and  yourself." 

*'But  no  one  else?" 

"  None  that  I  saw,"  returned  the  other,  with  ft 
manner  that  betrayed  a  slight  uneasiness;  "if  you 
think  otherwise,  let  us  overhaul  the  room.  Should 
my  hand  fall  on  a  listener,  the  salute  will  not  be 
light" 

"  Hold — answer  me  one  question ;  who  bade  me 
enter?" 

Tarry  Bob,  who  had  arisen  with  a  good  deal  of 
alacrity,  now  reflected  in  his  turn  for-an  instant,  and 
then  he  closed  his  musing,  by  indulging  in  a  low 
laugh. 

"  Ah !  I  see  that  you  have  got  your  ideas  a  little 
jammed.  A  man  cannot  talk  the  same,  with  a  small 
portion  of  ox  in  his  mouth,  as  though  his  tongue  had 
as  much  sea-room  as  a  ship  four-and-twenty  hourft 
out" 

"  Then,  you  spoke  ?" 

"  IHl  swear  to  that  much,"  returned  Bob,  resum- 
ing bis  seat  like  one  who  had  settled  (he  whole  af- 
fair ta  bit  totire  latufaction ;  "  and  now^  fii«nd  Har- 
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Ti»,  if  you  are  ready  to  lay  bare  your  mind,  Vm  just 
as  ready  to  look  at  it." 

Wilder  did  not  appear  to  be  quite  aS  well  content 
with  the  explanation  as  his  companion,  but  he  drew 
ft  chair,  and  prepared  to  open  his  subject. 

"I  am  not  to  teH  you,  friend,  after  what  you  have 
heard  and  seen,  that  I  have  no  very  strong  desire 
that  the  lady  with  whom  we  have  both  spoken  this 
morning,  and  her  companion,  should  sail  in  the 
*  Royal  Caroline.'  I  suppose  it  is  enough  for  our 
purposes  that  you  should  know  the  feet ;  the  reason 
why  1  prefer  they  should  remain  where  they  are,  can 
be  of  no  moment  as  to  the  duty  you  are  to  under- 
take." 

"  You  need  not  tell  an  old  seaman  how  to  gather 
in  the  slack  of  a  running  idea !"  cried  Bob,  chuck- 
ling and  winking  at  his  companion  in  a  way  that  dis- 
{)leased  the  latter  by  its  familiarity ;  "  I  have  not 
ived  fifty  years  on  blue  water,  to  mistake  it  fo^  the 
akies." 

"  You  then  fancy,  sir,  that  my  motive  is  no  secret 
to  you?" 

"  It  needs  no  spy-glass  to  see,  that,  while  the  oM 
people  say,  *  Go,*  thus  young  people  would  hke  to 
stay  where  they  are." 

*•  You  do  both  of  the  young  people  much  injus- 
tice, then ;  for,  until  yesterday,  I  never  laid  eyes  on 
the  person  you  mean." 

"  Ah !  I  see  how  it  is ;  the'  owners  of  the  *  Caro- 
line* have  not  been  so  civil  as  they  ought,  and  you 
are  paying  them  a  small  debt  of  thanks  V*    .     ' 

**  That  is  possibly  %4Srieand  of  retaliation  that  might 
suit  your  taste,"  ^aid  Wilder,  gravely ;  "  but  which 
is  not  much  in  accordance  with  mine.  The  whole 
of  the  parties  are  utter  strangers  to  me." 

**  Hufli  I  Then  I  suppose  you  belong  to  the  ves- 
sel m  the  outer  harbour ;  and,  though  you  don*t  h$|t# 
yoor  ratmi^ yon  lore  ycreur feisMli  -   W# umntm 
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ti  re  the  me&ns  to  coax  the  ladies  to  take  parage 
IE  the  slaver/' 

^' God  forbid !" 

*'  God  fij^-bid  !  Now  I  think,  friend  Harris,  you  set 
,  up  the  backstays  of  your  conscience  a  little  too 
taught.  Though  I  cannot,  and  do  nol,  agree  with 
you  in  all  you  have  said  concerning  the  '  Royal  Car- 
oline,' I  see  no  reason  to  doubt  but  we  shall  have 
but  one  mind  about  the  other  vessel.  I  call  her  a 
wholesome  looking  and  well  proportioned  craft,  and 
one  that  9f  King  might  sail  in  with  comfort." 

"  T  deny  it  not ;  still  I  like  her  not." 

"Well,  I  am  glad  of  that;  and,  since  the  matter 
is  fairly  befdre  us,  master  Harris,  1  have  a  word  or 
two  to  say  conceniing  that  very  ship.  I  am  an  old 
sea-dog,  and  one  not  easily  blinded  in  matters  of  the 
trade.  Do  you  not  find  something,  that  is  not  in 
character  for  an  honest  trader,  in  the  manner  in  which 
they  hcfve  laid  that  vessel  at  her  anchors,  without  the 
fort,  and  the  sleepy  look  she  bears,  at  the  same  time 
that  any  one  may  see  she  is  not  built  to  catch  oysters, 
or  to  carry  cattle  to  the  islands  ?" 

"  As  you  have  said,  I  think  her  a  wholesome  and. 

a  tight- built  ship.     Of  what  evil  practice,  however, 

"  do  you  suspect  her? — perhaps  she  robs  the  revenue  ?" 

"  Hum  !  I  am  not  sure  it  would  be  pleasant  to 
smuggle  in  such  a  vessel,  though  your  contraband  is 
a  merry  trade,  after  all.  She  has  a  pretty  battery,  as 
well  as  one  can  see  from  this  distance."" 

"  I  dare  say  her  owners  are  not  tired  of  her  yet 
and  would  gladly  keep  her  from  falling  into  the  hands 
of  the  French." 

"  Well,  well,  I  may  be  wrong ;  but,  unless  si^i^t 
i6  going  with  my  years,  all  is  not  as  it  would  be  on- 
board that  slaver,  provided  her  papers  were  true, 
and  she  had  the  lawful  name  to  her  letters  of  marque. 
WTiat  think  you,  honest  Joe,  in  this  matter  ?" 

Wilder  turned,  impatiently,  and   found  that  the 
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landlord  had  entered  the  room,  with  a  step  so  ligbt 
as  to  have  escaped  his  attention,  which  had  been 
drawn  to  his  companion  with  a  force  that  the  reader 
will  readily  comprehend.  The  air  of  surprise,  with  - 
which  Joram  regarded  the  speaker,  was  certainly 
not  afiected ;  for  the  question  was  repeated,  and  in 
still  more  definite  terms,  before  he  saw  fit  to  replj^. 

"  I  ask  you,  honest  Joe,  if  you  think  the  slaver,  m 
the  outer  harbour  of  this  port,  a  true  m^n  ?" 

**  You  come  across  one,  Bob^,  in  your  bold  way, 
with  such  startling  questions,"  returned  the  publican, 
casting  his  eyes  obliquely  around  him,  as  if  he  would 
fain  make  sure  of  the'character  of  the  audience  to 
which  he  spoke,  "  such  stirring  opinions,  that  really 
1  am  often  non-plushed  to  know  how  to  giit  the  ideas 
together,  to  make  a  saving  answer." 

"  It  is  droll  enough,  truly,  to  see  the  landlord  of 

the  '  Foul  Anchor'  dumb-foundered,"  returned  the 

old  man,  with  perfect  composure  in  mien  and  eye. 

' "  I  ask  you,  if  you  do  not  suspect  something  wrong 

about  that  slaver  ?" 

"  Wrong !  Good  heavens,  mister  Robert,  recollect 
what  you  are  saying.  I  would  not,  for  the  custom 
of  his  Majesty's  Lord  High  Admiral,  have  any  dis- 
couraging words  be  uttered  in  my  house  against  the 
reputation  of  any  virtuous  and  fair-dealing  slavers ! 
The  Lord  protect  me  from  blacking  the  character  of 
any  honest  subject  of  the  King !' • 

"  Do  you  see  nothing  wrong,  worthy  and  tender 
Joram,  about  the  ship  in  the  outer  harbour?"  re- 
peated mister  Robert,  without  moving  eyeviimb,  or 
muscle. 

"  Well,  since  you  press  me  so  hard  for  an  opinion, 
and  seeing  that  you  are  a  customer  who  pays  freely 
for  what  he  orders,  I  will  say,  that,  if  there  is  any 
thing  unreasonable,  or  even  illegal,  in  the  deportment 
of  the  gentlemen" 

"  You  sail  so  nigh  the  wind,  friend  Joram,"  coolly 


shaking.    Just  bettunk  you  of  a  pliin  answer :  Have 
you  seen  anjfr  Haaag  "wrong  about  tbe  slaver  ?^* 

"  Notyi^,  on  my  conscience^  fliefi,"  said  the  pub? 
lican,  puffing  not  ^ml^e  a  cetace?!M  fish  that  had 
come  to  the  sukfaice  to  breathe  ;^^  as  I  am  an  un- 
worthy sirnieF,  sitting  under  the  preacMng  of  good 
and  faith&il  Dr  Dogma,  nothihg — ^liodiing.'* 
\  "rNo !  Then?are  you  a  disllerman  than  I  had  rated 
you  at !  Do  you  suspect  nothing  ?" 

"  Heaven  preset  me  from^suspicions !  The  devil 
besets  all  ouf  minds  with  doubts  ;but  weak,  and  evil 
inclined,  is  he  who  submits  to  th^.  The  officers 
and  creMr  of  that  ship  are  free  drinkers,  and  as  geii- 
erous  as  princes :  Moreover,  as  they  n^ver  forget  to 
clear  the  sc^tre  before  thqr  leave  the  hotise,  I  call 
them — honest!" 

"  And  1  cjtll  them^Airate^ !" 

**  Pirates  f"  echoed  Joram,  fastening  his  ey^,  with 
marked  distrust^  on  the  countenance  of  the  aftientive 
Wilder.  '^' Pirate*  is  a  harsh  word,  tttister  Robert, 
and  should  not  be  thrown  in  any  gentleman'^  fade; 
without  te^imony  enough  to  clear  one  in  an  action 
of  defamation,  should  such  a  thing  get  fairly  before 
twelve  swdm  and  conscientious  men.  But  1  sup- 
pose you  ktti^w  what  you  say,  and  before  whom  you 
say  iL" 

"I  do;  and  now,  as  it  seems  that  your  opinion  irt 
&is  matter  amounts  to  just  nothing  at  all,  you  will 
please"—* —  •  '^ 

'^  To  do  any  thing,  you  order,"  cried  Joram,  very 
evidently  delighted  to  change  the  subject. 
'  "  To  go  and  ask  tfte  customers  below  if  they  are 
dry,"  continued  the  other,  beckoning  for  the  publi- 
can to  retire  by  the  way  he  entered,  with  tlie  air  of 
one  who  felt  certain  of  beitig  obeyed.  As  soon  asf 
^e  door  was  closed  on  the  retiring  landlord,  he  turn- 
ed, to  his  remaining  companion,  and  continued,  "You' 
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aecim  as  mchiititudr  aback  artii&MitnMi%  JoeilrilMF^ 
•elf,  at  what  you  have  just  heanL*'  i' 

^^  It  is  a  hiu^  suspictto,  and  fihooM  be  wellsaii^ 
piurted,  old  man,  before  you  Tentnre  t6  repeat  it 
iVhat  pirate  has  lately  been  heard  of  on  this  coast  t^* 

"  There  is  the  weU-knoWn  Re^  K^ver/^  returned 
tiie  other,  dropj^ng  his  voice,  and  casting  a  forti^e 
look  around  him,  as  if  even  be  thou^t  eaitraor^ 
fiary  caution  was  necessary  in  uttering  tiie  foimrtid 
able  name. 

^^  But  he  k  ^aid  to  keep  chiefly  in  tike  Caribbean 
Sea." 

"  fje  is  a  man  to  be  any  whiM-e,  and  every  where* 
The  King  woirid  psiytthii  well  wbo  put  the  fogoe 
into  the  hands  of  the  law." 

^^  A  thing  easier  {banned  tiian  ekecuted,"  Wilder 
thoughtfully  answered. 

^^  That  is  as  it  may  be.  I  am  an  old  icillow,  afnd 
^tter  to  point  out  the  way  than  to  go  ahead.  Bui 
you  are  like  a  newly  fitted nhip,  with  all  yt>tirr^^ng 
tight,  and  your  spars  without  a  w^  in  them.  What 
say  you  to  make  your  fortune  by  selling  the  knaves 
to  the  King  ?  It  is  only  giving  the  devil  lu^own  a  few 
months  sooner  or  later." 

Wilder  started,  and  turned  away  from  his  compan* 
ion  like  one  who  was  little  pleased  by  the  manner  in 
which  he  expressed  himself.  Perceiving  the  nece$< 
sity  of  a  reply,  however,  he  demanded,— 

"And  what  reason  have  you  for  believing  your 
suspicions  true  ?  or  what  means  have  you  for  eiiect* 
ing  your  ol]jeet,  if  true,  in  the  absence  of  the  royal 
cruisers?" 

"  I  cannot  swear  that  I  am  right;  but,  if  sailingion 
the  wrong  tack,  we  can  only  go  about,  when  we  find 
out  the  mistake.  As  to  iheans,  I  confess  they  am 
easier  named  than  mustered." 
^  "Go,  go;  this  is  idle  talk ;  a  mere  whim  of  your 
old  brain,"  said  Wilder,  coldly ;  "  and  the  less  siaid 


Hmmiommi^ioMu  All:  Am^ time  we  are  (bi^elHtig 
o^  proper  basinesB.  I  am  half  inclined  to  think, 
mister  Kobert,  you  skre  holding' out  fahe  lights,  in  or- 
der to  get  rid  of  the  duty  for  which  you  are  alreadj 
half  paid."" 

T.b^e  waa  a  look  of  8«ti6&otio&  in  the  eounte- 
nanee  of  the  old  tarv  while  WiMer  was  speaking,  ttat 
might  have  struck  his^  companion,  had  not  the  young 
nian  risen,  while  speiJdi^,  to  pace  the  narrow  room, 
with  a  tbou^tfut  and  hurried  step. 

"Well,  weH,''  the  former  roomed,  endeiavouring 
to  disguise  his  evident  contentHient,  in  his  cttstoma* 
rj^  sdfish,  hut  shrewd  expression,  ^^  I  am  an  old 
dieamer^  and  often  have  I  mought  ra js^  swimming 
in  the  sea  when  I  hare  been  safe  moored  on  dry 
land!  I  belieTe  tliere  imist  soon  be  a  reckoning  with 
tbe  deTil,  in  order  that  each  may  take  his  share  of 
my  poor  csfcsss,  and  I  be  left  <he  Captain  of  my 
own  ship*    Now  for  your  Honour^s  orders.*' 

Wilder  ictumed  to  his  seat,  and  disposed  himself 
ta  give  ti»e  necessarpini^ctions  t^  his  confederate, 
i|i  order  that  iM(  might  counteract  all  he  hadalfeady 
aaid  m  famur  of  the  eutward^bound  vesseL 


esArrtsR  lot    ^ 

I  ■.      «*tte  JOMA  b.  motwitlMtaiKlinff,  sufEcient  ;-r-t1ire9  tlipiittQ 
daSif^t  Afiikliisj  tdie  hi* han^'^'^ Jl^ehani of  rerOee.^ 

m 

As  th6  day  advanced,  ti^e  appes^rances  of  a  ftesh 
sea  bi$ec2e  setting  in  gradually  grew  ^rongar;  and, 
wifli  the-  increase  of  die  wmd,  were  to  be  seen  all 
tkft  symptoms  of  an  intention  to^  teave  the  harbour 
oa<  ttjia  purt  eif  tiie  Bristol  traden  The  sailing  of  » 
lasge  ship  was  an  event  of  much  moi>e  importance 
iq^^ara^Un^llniK  p otl^.«ia|^  ysvca  aiga^^thaa  a^  ikm 


rive  apd  depart  from:  poe:  biiten  M  ^  mngie  df^^l  iwr> 
though  Glaiming  to  be  mb^bil^n^of  onie  .^f  tfae  forMKi 
cipal  towDs  of  the  colony,  t^ae;goc|^  people  trf  riey¥^ 
port  did  not  witness  the  movements  on  bdard  the. 
"  Caroliiie"  with  that  ^eciies  of  ■  iodoleat  T^ard 
which  is  the  fruit  of  satie^  in  sigjsi^$  as  w^U  as  in 
graver  things,  and  with  whu:hy  in  tl^CQf^rseof  timet, 
the  eyplutioast  of  eyefta.fleet  cospie  tobe  ^on^mfher: 
ted.     On  the  contrary,  the  whfcirvesM^^re' ckJowded- 
with  boys,  and  indeed  with  Wlens  -of  ^ery.  gro^v^h. 
Even  many  of  the  more  ctHisiderate  and  iiiBdastTious; 
of  the  citizens  were  seen  loosening  theJcldseigFasp 
they  usually  kept  on  thepredods  icuinutesyand  at 
lowing  them  tq  escape  unGotuit6d,:tiaoti^  not  eti* 
unheededi  as  they  yielded  to  the  aseendency  ■ 
of  curiosity  ov^r. interest,  and  strayed  from  flieir) 
shops^  and  their  work-yarda,  to  igaze  upon  the  noble 
spectacle  of  a  moVik^  ship.        v;  j 

The  tardy  manner  in  wbich  ibe  crewi  of  tiie 
**CaroUile"  made  their  pr^arationsr,  bowevar,  e;5*- 
haust^  the  pa^ence  of  more  than  on6  ;time«^Tingi 
citizen.     Quite  as  many  of  the  better  rsortiofi  tbe^ 
spectators  had  left  the  wharves  as  still  remained, 
and  yet  the  vessel  spreadi^ihe  breeze  but  the  soli- 
tary sheet  of  canvas  which  has  been  already  named. 
Instead  of  answering  the  wishea^  of  hundreds   of 
weary  eyes,  the  noble  ship  was  seen  sheering  about 
her  anchor,  incliniqg  from  the  passing  wind,  .^s  her 
boWs  were  alternately  turoecl  to  th^ngbi  amto.Sib^ 
left,  like  a  restless  courser  restrained  by  the  grasp  of 
thi&^rooril^^  chafing  his  biti,  and  witil:i  ;difficulfyike^- 
iug  thoae  limbs  upon  the  earth  Hvidi  wliich  he  ia-^ 
shortly  to  bound  around  the  mv^^  j  .^^bermore  tbabr' 
an  hour  of  uiiaccoi0itabIe>delayva  rumoiH^wa^^spreaii ' 
awo»ng 'the  xroMrd  that  4{i feculent  had  becttrredvbf  ' 
wtuch.  some  important  individual,  bdonging  to  'Ite  ^ 
c  tisaplisnoiit.  ^^^^iisess^f^iw^ 


bpw-pprt  of  t?te  "Cf^^ii^'^  anvioBl^oFe, 
ii  a  cloud  of  curliug  and  mounting  smoke,  aod  whick 
was  succeeded  hy  the  ijagtant  ro*r  of  a  dischjai^  oiT 
^rtillery.  A  l^ustfey  like  that^which'  usually  precedes^ 
the  immediate  aiiaouncemeut  of  any  long  attended 
event,  took  place  among  the  weary  expectants  osi^ 
the  Uiudr  3iBa  every  one  now  felt  cejc^aia,  thajt,  what?, 
ever  might  have  occurred,  it  was  settled  that  ^e  ^hip, 
should  proceed. 

Of  all  this  delay,  the  several  movements  on  board^ 
the  subsequent  signal  of  sailing^  and  of  ikm  impar 
ti,ence  i^  the  crowd.  Wilder  had  been  a  grave  and 
close  observer.  Posted  with  his  back  against  thcj 
upright  fluke  q(  a  condemned  anchor,  on  a:  wharf  s^, 
little  apart  from  that  pccupied  by  oiost  of  the  otheij^^ 
^Qit^itors,  hfB  1^  rera9,ingd  an  hour  in  the  same  po- 
s^ticun,  scarcely  bending  hS  look  to  hi^  riglit  hana  qn 
to  hig  left*  When  the  gun  was  fired  he  started,  nol^ 
yrjtK  the  nervous  impulse  which  had  made  a  hjupdre^- 
otiiers  do  precisely  the  same  thing,  but  to  turn  an, 
^nxiQus  and  rapid  glance  along  the  streets  that  came 
yjritiiin  the  range  of  his  eye.  From  ttiis  hasty  and, 
ijjaoasv  6xamination,he  sooQ  returned  ifito  his  form^i^ 
r^cjimiig  posture,  though  the  wandering  of  hi3  glanr 
4e«v-5tn4  the  whole  expression  of  his  meaning  coun-^ 
tenanco,  would  have  told  an  observer  that  some 
^vent,  to  wliich  the  young  mariner  looked  forward 
with  excessive  interest,  was  on  the  eve  of  its  coji 
summation,  ^s.  minute  after  minutcy  however,  roll- 
ed byi  his  composure  was  gradually  restored,  and  i^ 
sniile  of  satisfaction  lighted  his  features,  while  h^ 
lips  moved  like  those  of  a  man  who  expressed  hi^ 
pleasure  in  a  soliloquy.  It  was  in  the  ipidst-  of  the§L^ 
agreeable  meditations,  that  the  sound  of  many  voic^it 
n^  bis  ea^s;  and,  turnioe,.Ji§  sa;^  ^.  Ifr^/gajsty 
wEQiio  a  few  yams  of  whem  be  stood*    tit  was  no! 
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BfowW  detect  ito<»lrtiii|ta^ 

and  Gerimife,  atfirfea  in  ^ncii'a'ihdtineir  ks'iid 
lip  doubt  that  tfiey  were  at  lehgth  6n  the  et^" 
Embarking.  fa 

'  A  cloud,  driving  before  the  sun,  does  not  produce 
a  greater  change  in  the  aspect  of  the  earth,  thair 
Was  wrought  in  the  expression  of  Wilder's  counte- 
nance, by  this  unexpected  sight.  He  was  just  im- 
plicitly relying  on  the  success  of  an  artifice,  which, 
though  sufficiently  shallow,  he  flattered  himself  was 
deep  enough  to  act  on  the  timidity  and  credulity  of 
woman ;  and,  now,  was  he  suddenly  awoke  from  hi^ 
self-gratulation,  to  prove  the  utter  disappointment  of 
his  hopes.  Muttering  a  suppressed  but  deep  execra-. 
tion  against  the  perfidy  of  his  confederate,  he  shrunk 
as  much  as  possible  behind  the  fluke  of  the  anchor,' 
and  fastened  his  eyes  sullenly  on  the  ship. 

The  party  which  accompanied  the  travellers  to 
the  water  side  was,  like  all  other  parties  made  16 
take  leave  of  valued  friends,  taciturn  and  restless. 
Those  who  spoke,  did  so  with  a  rapid  and  impatient 
utterance,  as  though  they  wished  to  hurry  the  very 
separation  they  regretted ;  and  the  features  of  those 
who  said  nothing  looked  full  of  meaning.  Wilder 
heard  several  afiectionate  and  warm-hearted  wished 
given,  and  promises  extorted,  from  youthful  voices; 
all  of  which^were  answered  in  the  soft  and  mournful 
tones  of  Gertrude,  and  yet  he  obstinately  refused  to 
bend  even  a  stolen  look  in  the  direction  of  the^ 
speakers. 

At  length,  a  footstep,  within  a  few  feet  of  him,  io- 
duced  a  hasty  glance  aside.  His  eye  met  that  Of 
Mrs  Wyllys.  The  lady  started,  as  well  as  our  young 
mariner,  at  the  sudden  recognition ;  but,  recovering 
her  self-possession,  she  observed,  with  admirable 
coolness,-— 

**  You  p^rceiye,  jir,  th$^t  w^  are  pot  ,t^  be  detei^ 
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-"Ih^e  you  may  not  have  reasonf^]^  to  re- 

|>feht your  courage,''       ' 

" '  A  short,  but  painfully  thoughtful  pause  succeeded, 
oti'the  part  of  Mrs  Wyilys.  Casting  a  look  behind 
her,  in  ord(6r  to  ascertain  that  ^he  was  not  overheard, 
^e  drew  a  step  nigher  to  the  youth,  and  said,  in  a 
voice  even  lower  than  before,-^ 

-  "  It  is  not  yet  too  late :  Give  me  but  the  shadow 
of  a  reabon  for  ^hat  you  have  said,  and  I  will  wait 
fbr  another  ship.  My  feelings  are  foolishly  inclined 
to  believe  you,  young  man,  though  my  judgment 
tells  me  there  is  but  too  much  probability  that  you 
triffe  with  our  womanish  fears." 

"Trifle!  On  such  a  matter  I  would  trifle  with 
liione  of  your  sex ;  and  l^ast  of  all  with  you  I" 

-  u  Thrsfs  extraordinary !  For  a  stranger  it  is  inex- 
plicable! Have  you  a  fkct,  or  a  reason,  which  I  cah 
plfead  to  the  friends  of  my  ydang  charge  ?" 

"  You  know  them  already." 
:  "  Then,  sir^  amn  I  compelled,  against  my  will,  to 
believe  your  motive  is  one  that  you  have  some  pow- 
erful considerations  for  wishing  to  conceal,"  coolly 
returned  the  disappointed  and  even  mortified  govern- 
'^s.  "  For  your  own  sake,  I  hope  it  is  not  unwor- 
thy. I  thank  you  for  all  that  is  well  iptended  ;  if  you 
hare  spoken  aught  which  is  othen^'ise,  I  forgive  it." 

They  parted,  with  the  restraint  of  people  who 
feel  that  distrust  exists  between  them.  Wilder  agaih 
shrunk  behind  his  cover,  maintaining  a  proud  posi* 
tion,  and  a  countenance  that  was  grave  to  austerity. 
His  sitydtion,  however,  dompelled  him  to  become 
an  auditor  of  most  of  what  was  now  said. 

The  principal  speaker,  as  was  meet  on  such  an  oc- 
casion, was  Mrsde  Lacey,  whose  voice  was  often 
i^^d  iir  sage  tidtoonitions  and  professional  opinions, 
Ides^ed  in  fit  manner  that  all'  would- admire;  though 
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gular  good  fortune  of  sharing  in  tb^  intiBiate  ^n^j^ 
dt^nce  of  a  flag-oj^ef^,  b^ui^I  ^^t  hqpe.  to  in^tsite. 
^'And  now/  my  dearest  niece,^^  conckidad  tb^ 
relict  of  the  Rear-Adini0ij,  after  exbaustijog  het 
hreath,  and  lier  storcof  wisdom,  in  numberless  ok^ 
hortations  to  be  careful  of  her  health,  to  write  ofteot 
to  repeat  the  actual  words  of  her  private  message 
to  her  brother  the  General,  to  keep  below  in  ^lep 
of  wind,  to  be  particular  inf  the  account  of  any  ex- 
traordinary sight  she  might  have  the  good  iortuB« 
to  bohold  in  the  passage,  and,  iq  short,  ia -all  othetr 
matters  likely  to  grow  out  of  such  a  leave-taking; 
^^  and  now,  my  dearest  nie^e,  \  conduit  you  to  the 
mighty  deep,  and  One  far  mightier — iQ  Him,  wb^ 
m^e  it.  Sanish  from  your  thoughts  all  recollections 
of  any  thing  you  may  have  heard  concermng  tfa^ 
impei^ctions  of  the  '  Royal  Caroline  ;^  f(M*  ^i^  opin- 
ion of  the  aged  ae^iman,  who  sailed  with  the  lamentr 
ed  Admiral,  asjsur^a  me  they  are  all  founded  in.  xniar 
take."  ["  The  treacherous  villain !"  muttered  Wil- 
der.] "Who  spoke  ?"  said  Mrsi  de  Lacey ;  but,  re- 
ceiving no  reply,  she  continued ;  ^^  Hia  opinion  J^ 
also  exactly  in  s^cordapce  with  my  own,  on  nnor4^ 
mature  reflectioi^  To  be  §ure,  it  is  ^  culpable  n^ 
gleet  to  depend  on  bobstays  and  gammonings,  for  t% 
security  of  the  bow-^rit,  but  still  even  tnis  is  w 
oversight  which,  as  my  old  friend  has  just  told,  me, 
may  hie  remedied  by  '  preventers  and  lashings.^  I 
have  written  a  note  to  the  Master, — Gertrude,  my 
dear,  be  careful  ever  to  call  the  Master  of  the  ^ip 
Mister  Nichols ;  for  none,  but  such  as  bear  his  Mar 
jesty^s  commission,  are  entitled  to  be  termed  Cojo^ 
tains ;  it  is  an  honourable  station,  and  should  always 
be  treated  with  reverence,  it  being,  in  fact,  nexl  in 
rank  to  a  flag-officer, — ^^I  have  written  a  note  to 
Master  on  tlie^ubject^  and  he  will  sei^  tb^  negi 
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hmti  fimMf^  earn  €>f  jCmllBeif  ?  wiilc  me  by  ercry 
Of>p4^rttinity  i;  reipcmber-rtay  kindest  lore'to  your  fa- 
ther, anii  be  Tery  mnate  in  yoar  dscacription  of  the 
whales^" 

The  eyes  of  the  worthy  and  kind-hearted  widow 
were  filled  with  tears  as  she  ended ;  and  there  was  a 
touch  >f  nature,  in  the  treDKNir  of  her  voice,  that 
produced  a  Byiiopathe^e  feeling  in  ali  who  heard  her 
ward&>  The  fitjal  purting  took  place  under  the  im- 
pcessicm  of  the$e  kiod  emotions ;  and^  before  another 
minate^  the  oars  of  the  boat,  which  bore  the  travel- 
lers to  the  shipr  were  heard  in  the  laia^er. 
.  Wilder  listeljed  to  the  well-known  sounds  with  a 
feverish  interest^  that  he  possibly  mi^t  have  found 
ip  difficult  to  explain  even  to  himself.  A  fight  touch 
on  liie  elbow  first  drew  his  attention  from  the  disa- 
greeable sufcgeet.  Surprised  at  the  circumstance,  he 
iWed  the  intrudier,  who  appeared  to  be  a  lad  of  ap- 
pai;^»tl^  jsome  filbeen  years.  A  second  look  was  ne-' 
cessary,  to  tell  the  abstra<^ed  young  mariner  that  he 
agaiUuSawthe  attendant t)f  the  Rover;  he  who  has 
already  been  introduced  in  our  pages  under  the  name 
of  Rodeitckf  > 

*^  ¥ottrpleasui!e?"  he  ^iemandedi,  when  big  amaze- 
iip(eat,:at  being  thus  inleinkp^ed  in  his  meditations, 
had  alitlle  suteidedt 

♦*  I  am  directed  to  put  these  orders  into  your  own 
hauCidsV^^  was  the  answer. 

^  .**  QrAe^i !"  n^pdatcd  fee  young  man-,  with  a  curling 
lip.  !  r^  The  authority  should  be  respected  which  is- 
sues its  maikdatesilhraidgh  suchi  a  messenger.^'  * 

i^The  adthority  is  one  that  it  has  ever  proved 
dangerous  to  disobey ,^^  gravely  returned  the  boy. 

j^^Ind^ed !  Then  will  I  look  into  the  contents  with 
out  delay,!  lest  Lfall  kito  some  fatal  negligence.   Are 
yott  bid  to  wait  an  answer  ?"*• 

;  Qki  raiding  his  eyes  frx>m  the^  note  the  other  had 
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foitHdrthat  ihe  messenagevllftd  ali«ad3r9aiiyie&  Pm^i 
Geiving  how  useless  it^outd  ^  to  pursae  so^gN;  W 
form,  amid  the  mazes  of  lamber  that  loaded  the 
wharf,  and  most  of  the  adjacent  shore,  he  opened 
the  letter  and  read  as  follows  :--^ 

'^  An  accident  has.  disabkd^  the  Master  of  the  out^ 
^  ward-boimd  ship  catkdtbe  ^Royal  Gan>lineP  Her 
^^  consignee  is  reluctant  to  intrust  her  to  the  officer 
^  next  in  rank ;  bat  sail  she  iimst.  I  find  she  hds 
^^  credit  for  her  speed.  If  you  have  any  crddenttato^ 
'^  oi'  clmracUr  ana  competency^  profit  by  &e  occasfion, 
'^  and  earn  tiie  station  you  are  finally  destined  to^  filL 
^*  You  have  been,  named  to  some  who  are  interested, 
^^  and  you  have  been  sought  diligently.  If  this  reach 
*'*'  you  in  season,  be  on  the  alert,  and  be  decided. 
^^  Show  no  surprise  at  any  co-operation  you  may  nch 
^\  expectedly  meet  My  agents  are  more  numerous 
"  than  you  had  bdieved.  The  reason  is  obvkraa ; 
'^  gold  b  yellow,  diou^  I  am 

"Red." 

The  signature,  the  matter,  and  the  style  6f  thia 
letter,  left  Wilder  ht  no  doubt  as  to  its  auth(»r.  Cast- 
ifig  a  glance^aimiiid  haii,  hetiqaang  into  a  skiff ;  and, 
before  the  boat  of  the  travellers  had  reached'  Hbe 
sbtp,  that  of  W'M&r.  had  skimmed  the  water  6rBT 
half  the  distance  between  her  and  the  land.  At  he 
plied  his  skuHs!  with  vigoronis  and  skilful  ^tm&s  be 
soorr  stood  upon  h^  decks.  Fordng  bis  way  amon^ 
the  crowd  qI  attendants  {poiti  tine  share,  that  are  apt 
to  cumber  a  departing  ship,  he  reaqhed  the  pad:  of 
the  vessel  where  a  circle  of  busy  and  anxious  hce^ 
told  bind  he  shouM  find  those  most  concerned  in  l|^r 
fate.  Until  now,  he  had  hsuHlly  breathed  clearly^ 
much  less  reflected  on  the  character  of  his  sudden 
enterprise.*     It  waa  tooi  lat^  however,  toi  re^at,  had 
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o«it  inciirrii^  &6  iHLagkird  ^  exciting -daitg^rotid  -909- 
pioioQS.  A  Bingle  iiwtant  serted  to  recal  his  thoughts, 
ere  he  demanded,— 

*'  Do  I  see  the  owner  ^f  the  '  Caroline  V  " 

"  The  ship  is  consigned  to  our  boase,^^  returned  a 
sedate,  deliberate,  and  shrewd-lookins  individual,  in 
the  attire  of  a  wealthy,  but  also  of  a  mrifty^iraden 

"  I  have  heard  that  you  have  need  of  an  experi- 
enced officer." 

^^  Experienced  officers  are  coBiibrtable  things  to 
an  owner  in  a  vessel  of  value,"  returned  the  mer- 
chant "I  hope  the  'Caroline'  is  not  without  her 
portion." 

'^  But  I  had  heard,  one  to  siipply  her  Cdmmander's 
place,  for  a  time,  was  greatly  needed  ?" 

*'^  If  her  Commander  were  incapable  of  doing  his 
duty,  such  a  thing  mi^t  certainly  come  to  pass.  Are 
you  seeking  a  birth?" 

"  I  have  come  to  apply  for  Hie  vacancy." 
,  "  It  would  have  been  wiser,  had  you  first  ascer- 
tained there  existed  a  vacancy  to  fill.  But  you  have 
not  come  to  ask  authority,  in  such  a  ship  as  this, 
without  sufficient  testimony  of  your  ability  and  fit- 
ness ?" 

"  I  hope  these  documents  may  prove  satisfactory,'^ 
said  Wilder,  placing  in  his  hands  a  couple  of  unseal- 
ed letters. 

During  the  time  the  other  was  reading  the  certifi- 
cates, for  such  they  proved  to  be,  his  shrewd  eye 
wa»  looking  over  his  spectacles  at  the  subject  of  their 
contents,  and  returnii^  to  the  paper,  in  alternate 
glances,  in  such  a  way  as  to  render  it  very  evident 
that  he  was  endeavouring  to  assure  himself  of  the 
fidelity  of  the  words  he  read,  by  actual  observation, 

"  Hum  !  This  is  certainly  verj'  excellent  testimony 
in  your  favour, young  gentleman ;  and — coming,  as  it 
does,  from  two  so  respectable  and  affluent  houses  as 
Spciggs,  Boggs  and  Tweed,  and  Hammer  and  {lacket 
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^entitled'  to  -great  crtSit. '  A  fifchi^  ^fttid  %rt>ki^  - 
bottomed  firm  than  the  fowner v  is  not  to  1>fe  foiind^»8 
all  his  Majesty's  colonies ;  and  I  hiive  great  rfespe^A 
for  the  latter,  though  erividtis^  p^6<J>ie  do  say  that  they 
over-trtfde  a  little.'*  \r 

"Since,  dien,  yon  esteerh  tfi^m  so  highly,  I  shall 
not  be  considered  hasty  in  presuming  oto  theij^friieiidi 
ship."  .  ' 

"  Not  at  all,  not  at  all,  Mr— — a— a**— ^lanciti| 
his  eye  again  into  one  of  the  letters  ;  *'  ay— Mr  Wil- 
der; there  is  never  any  presumption  in  a  fair  oflT^i 
in  a  matter  of  basiness.  Without  offers  to  sell  ahd 
offers  to  buy,  our  property  would  never  change 
hands,  sir,  ha !  ha  fha!  never  change  to  a  profiti  you 
know,  young  gfentlcmah."  !' 

"  I  am  aware  of  the  truth  of  what  you  say,  and 
therefore  I  beg  leave  to  repeal  ttiy  oflfer.^' 

"  All  perfectly  fair  and  perfectly  reasonable.  Btit 
you  cannot  expect  us,  Mr  Wiljjer,  to  make  a  vacancy 
expressly  for  you  to  fill,  though  it  must  be  admitted 
that  your  papers  are  excellent— ^as  good  as  the  notii 
of  Spriggs,  Boggs  and  Tivecd  themselves — not  to 
make  a  vacancy  expressly"^ — — ^— 

"  I  had  supposed  the  Master  of  the  ship  so  seriotts-i- 
ly  injured" ■ — 

"  Injured,  but  tiot  seriously,"  interrupted  the  \Vaty 
consignee,  glancing  his  leye  around  at  sundry  shrp-^ 
pers,  and  one  or  two  spectators,  who  were  within 
ear-shot;  " injured  certainly,  but  not  so  much  as  id 
quit  the  vessel.  No,  no,  gentlemen ;  the  good  ship 
'  Royal  Caroline'  pi'oceeds  on  her  voyage,  as  usual, 
under  the  care  of  that  old  and  well-tried  mariner, 
Nicholas  Nichols." 

"Then,  sir,  am  I  sorry  to  have  intruded  on  your 
time  at  so  busy  a  moment,"  said  Wilder,  bo  wins; 
with  a  disappointed  air,  and  falling  back  a  step,  as  if 
about  to  wfthdraw. 

"  Not  so  hasty— not  so  hasty ;  bargains  are  not  to 


^  iDf>HicSadec(f  yc^igii^  man,  as  y<^\x  let  a  «9iH  fell  from 
^6  y^trd*  ^t  is  possible  that  your  services  may  be 
^  use,  though  not  pedbaps  in  the  responsible  situa- 
tion of  Master.  At  what  rate  do  you  value  the  title 
Qf 'Captain?'" 

"  I  care  little  for  the  name,  provided  the  trust  and 
tjie  authority  are  mine." 

"A  very  sensible  youth!"  muttered  the  discreet 
ifierchant ;  "and  one  who  knows  how  to  distinguish 
between  the  shadow  and  the  substance !  A  gentle-? 
man  of  your  good  sense  and  character  must  know, 
however,  that  the  reward  is  always  proportioned  to 
the  nominal  dignity.  If  I  were  acting  for  myself,  in 
this  business,  the  case  would  be  materially  changed, 
but,  as  an  agent,  it  is  a  duty  to  consult  the  interest. 
of  my  principal." 

"  The  reward  is  of  no  account,"  said  Wilder,  with 
an  eager^iess  that  might  have  overreached  itself,  had 
Dot  the  individual  with  whom  he  was,  bargaining 
fastened  his  thoughts  on  the  means  of  cheapening  the 
other's  services,  with  a  steadiness  from  which  they 
rarely  swerved,  when  bent  on  so  commendable  an 
object  as  saving :  "  I  seek  for  service." 

"  Then  service  you  shall  have ;  nor  will  you  find 
us  ni^ardly  in  tfie  operation.  You  cannot  expect 
an  advance,  for  a  run  of  no  more  than  a  month  ;  nor 
any  perquisites  in  the  way  of  stowage,  since  the  ship 
is  now  full  to  her  hatches ;  nor,  indeed,  any  great 
rice  in  the  shape  of  wages,  since  we  take  you  chief- 
y  to  accommodate  so  worthy  a  youth,  and  to  hon-  • 
our"  the  recommendations  of  so  respectable  a  house 
as  Spriggs,  Boggs  and  Tweed ;  but  you  will  find  us 
hberal,  excessive  liberal.  Stay — 'how  know  we  that 
you  are  the'person  named  in  the  invoi — I  should  say, 
recommendation  ?" 

"  Does  not  the  fact  of  possessing  the  letters  estab- 
lish my  character?" 

"It  might  in  peaceable  times;  when  the  realm 
Vol.  I.  Q 
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was  not  scourged  by  war/  Ade8(5Hpi3oii  of  flie  piM«^ 
son  should  have  accompanied  the  documents,  like- 
a  letter  of  advice  with  the  bill.  As  we  take  you  at 
some  risk  in  this  mattet,  you  are  not  to  be  surprised 
that  the  price  will  be  affected  by  the  circumstance. 
We  are  liberal ;  I  believe  no  house  in  the  colonies 
pays  more  hberally ;  but  then  we  have  a  character 
for  prudence  to  lose," 

"  I  have  already  said,  sir,  that  the  price  shall  not 
interrupt,  our  bargain." 

"  Good :  There  is  pleasure  in  transacting  business 
on  such  liberal  and  honourable  views !  And  ye.\.  I 
wish  a  notarial  seal,  or  a  description  of  the  person, 
had  accompanied  the  letters.  This  is  the  signature 
of  Robert  Tweed ;  I  know  it  well,  and  would  be 
glad  to  see  it  at  the  bottom  of  a  promissory  note  for 
ten  thousand  pounds ;  that  is,  "^ith  a  responsible  en- 
dorser; but  the  uncertainty  is  much  against  your 
pecuniary  interest,  young  man,  since  we  l:)ecome,  as 
it  were,  underwriters  that  you  are  the  individual 
named." 

"  In  order  that  your  mind  may  be  at  ease  on  this 
subject,  Mr  Bale,"  said  a  voice  from  among  the  little 
circle  that  was  listening,  with  characteristic  interest, 
to  the  progress  of  the  bargain,  "  I  can  testify,  or, 
should  it  be  necessary,  qualify  to  the  person  of  the 
gentleman." 

Wilder  turned  in  some  haste,  and  in  no  little 
astonishment,  to  discover  the  acquaintance  whom 
chance  had  thrown  in  so  extraordinary,  and  possibly 
in  so  disagreeable  a  manner,  across  his  path ;  and 
that,  too,  in  a  portion  of  the  country  where  he  wish- 
ed to  believe  himself  an  entire  stranger.  To  his  ut- 
ter amazement,  he  found  that  the  new  speaker  was 
no  other  than  the  landlord  of  the  "  Foul  Anchor."- — 
Honest  Joe  stood  with  a  perfectly  composed  look, 
and  with  a  face  that  might  readily  have  been  trusted 
to  confront  a  far  more  iniposing  tribunal,  awaiting 
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the  result  of  his  testimony  on  the  seemingly  warer- 
ing  mind  of  the  consignee. 

"  Ah  !  you  have  lodged  the  gentleman  for  a  time, 
and  you  can  testify  that  he  is  a  punctual  paymaster 
and  a  civil  inmate.  But  I  want  documents  &t  to 
be  filed  with  the  correspondence  of  the  owners  at 

"  I  know  not  what  sort  of  testimony  you  think  fit 
for  such  good  company,"  returned  the  unmoved  pub- 
lican, holding  up  his  hand  with  an  air  of  admirable 
innocence ;  "  but,  if  the  sworn  declaration  of  a 
housekeeper  is  of  the  sort  you  need,  you  are  a  ma- 
gistrate, and  .may  begin  to  say  over  the  words  at 
once." 

"  Not  I,  not  1,  man.  Though  a  magistrate,  the 
oath  is  informal,  and  would  not  be  binding  in  law. 
But  what  do  you  know  of  the  person  in  question?" 

"That  he  is  as  good  a  seaman,  for  his  years,  as 
any  in  the  colonies.  There  may  be  some  of  more 
practice  and  greater  expei:ience ;  I  dare  say  such  are 
to  be  found;  but  as  to  activity,  watchfulness,  and 
prudence,  it  would  be  hard  to  find  his  equal — espe- 
cially for  prudence," 

"You  then  are  quite  certain  that  this  person  is 
the  individual  named  in  these  papers?" 

Joram  received  the  certificates  with  tlie  same  ad- 
mirable coolness  he  had  maintained  from  the  com- 
mencement, and  prepared  to  read  them  with  the 
most  scrupulous  care.  In  order  to  effect  this  neces- 
sary operation,  he  had  to  put  on  his  spectaclesf  (for 
the  landlord  of  the  "  Foul  Anchor"  was  in  the  wane 
of  life),  and  Wilder  fancied  that  he  stood,  during  the 
process,  a  notable  example  of  how  respectable  de* 
pravity  may  become,  in  appearance,  when  supported 
py  a  reverend  air. 

.  "This  is  iaiU  very  true,  Mr  Bale,"  continued  the 
pabltc^n,  removing  bis  glasies^  and  returning  the  pw 
pen.  i^Thg^}mt%  btfiMMaJto^Mafu^^^ 
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manner  in  which  he  sared  the  *  Lively  Nafitt,*^  w^ 
Hatteras,  and  how  he  run  the  '  P^gy  and  I)oHy'^ 
over  the  Savannah  bar,  without  a  pildt^  blowing 
great  guns  from  the  northward  and  eastward  at  the 
time ;  but  I,  who  followed  the  water,  as  jou  know, 
in  my  younger  days,  have  often  heard  both  circum- 
stances mentioned  among  sea-faring  men,  and  I  am  a 
judge  of  the  difficulty.  I  have  an  interest  in  this 
ship,  neighbour  Bale,  (for  though  a  rich  man,  and  1 
a  poor  one,  we  are  nevertheless  neighbour^) — I  say 
1  have  an  interest  in  this  ship ;  since  she  is  a  vessel 
thai  seldom  quits  Newport  without  leaving  some- 
thing to  jingle  in  my  pocket,  or  1  should  not  be 
here  to-day,  to  see  her  lift  her  anchor.*" 

As  the  publican  concluded,  he  gave  audible  evi- 
dence that  his  visit  had  not  gone  unre warded ^  by 
raising  a  music  thatVas  no  less  agreeable  to  the  ears^ 
of  the  thrifty  merchant  than  to  his  own.  The  two 
worthies  laughed  in  an  understanding  way,  and  l^ce 
two  men  wha  had  found  a^articular  profit  in  their 
intercourse  with  the  "  Royal  Caroline."  The  latter 
then  beckoned  Wilder  apart,  and,  after  a  little  fur- 
ther preliminary  discourse,  the  terms  of  the  .young 
mariner-V  engagement  were  finally  settled.  The 
true  Master  of  the  ship  was  to  remain  on  board, 
both  as  a  secui^ity  for  the  insurance,  and  in  order  to 
preserve  her  reputation ;  but  it  was  frankly  admitted 
that  his  hurt,  which  wad  no  less  than  a  broken  leg, 
and  which  the  surgebns  were  then  setting,  would 
probtbly  keep  him  beiow  for  a  nionth  to  come. 
During  the  time  he  was  kept  from  his  duty,  his  func- 
'  tions  were  to  be  filled,  in  effect,  by  our  adventurer. 
These  arrangements  occupied  another  hour  of  time, 
and  then  the  consignee  left  the  vessel,  perfectly  sat- 
'  isfied  with  the  prudent  and  frugal  manner  in  which 
he  hid  didcbarged  hife  duty  towards  his  principal. 
BsfbFe^8tq^)ing^ii£to>tbefaf^,  however,  with  a  vieW 
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ftn  opportunity  to  request  the  publican  to  make  a 

E roper  and  legal  ai^^davit  of  all  ttiat  he  knew,  ^^  of 
ii  own- knowledge,'*  concerning  the  officer  just  en- 
gaged. Honest  Joram  was  liberal  of  his  promises ; 
but,  as  he  saw  no  motive,  now  that  all  was  so  bap- 
pil^^^effected,  for  incurring  useless  risks,  he  contrived 
to  evade  their  fulfilment,  finding,  no  doubt,  his  apol- 
ogy for  this  breach  of  faith  in  the  absolute  poverty 
oi  his  information,  when  the  subject  came  to  be  duly 
considered,  and  construed  literally  by  the  terms  re- 
quired. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  relate  the  bustle,  the  repara- 
tion of  half-forgotten,  and  consequently  neglected 
business,  the  duns,  good  wishes,  injunctions  to  exe- 
cute commissions  in  some  distant  port,  and  all  the 
confused,  and  seemingly  interminable,  duties  that 
crowd  themselves  into  th^last  ten  minutes  that  pre- 
cede the  sailing  of  a  merchant  vessel,  more  espe- 
cially if  she  is  fortunate,  or  rather  unfortunate 
enough  to  haHre  passengers.  A  certain  class  of  men 
quit  a  vessel,*  in  such  a  situation,  with  the  reluctance 
jthat  they  would  part  with  any  other  well  establish- 
ed means  of  profit,  creeping  down  her  sides  as  lazily 
as  the  leech,  filled  to  repletion,  rolls  from  his  bloody 
repast.  The  common *seaman,  with  an  attention  di- 
vided by  the  orders  of  the  pilot  and  the  adieus  of 
acquaintances,  runs  in  every  direction  but  the  right 
one,  and,  perhaps  at  the  only  time  in  his  life,  seems 
ignorant  of  the  uses  of  the  ropes  he  has  so  long  been 
accustomed  to  handle.  Notwithstanding  all  these 
vexatious  delays,  and  customary  incumbrances,  the 
"  Royal  Caroline"  finally  got  rid  of  all  her  visiters 
but  one,  and  Wilder  was  enabled  to  indulge  in  a 
pleasure  that  a  seaman  alone  can  appreciate — that 
of  clear  decks  and  an  orderly  ship^s  company. 

Q  2 
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CHAPTER  Xn.   - 

»*Good:   Speak  to  the  marmer$:  Fall  tot  yarely,  or  we  rut 

ourselves  aground."— 2bnpe»t. 

A  GOOD  deal  of  the  daj  had  been  wasted  during 
the  time  occupied  by  the  scenes  Just  related.  The 
breeze  had  come  in  steady,  but  far  fix}m  fresh.  So 
soon,  however,  as  Wilder  found  himself  left  "vrithoui 
the  molestation  of  idlers  from  the  shore,  and  the  busy 
_  interposition  of  the  consignee,  he  east  his  eyes  about 
him,  with  the  intention  of  immediately  submitting 
the  ship  to  its  power.  Sending  for  the  pilot,  he  com- 
municated his  determination,  and  withdrew  himself 
to  a  part  of  the  deck  whence  he  mi^t  take  a  proper 
survey  of  the  materials  of  his  new  command,  and 
where  he  might  reflect  on  the  unexpected  and  extras 
ordinary  situation  in  which  he  found  himself. 

The  "  Royal  Caroline"  was  not  entirely  without 
pretensions  to  the  lofty  name  she  bore.  She  was  a 
vessel  of  that  happy  size  in  which  comfort  and  con- 
venience had  been  equally  consulted.  The  letter  of 
the  Rover  affirmed  she  had  a  reputation  for  her 
speed  ;  and  her  young  and  •intelUgent  Commander 
saw,  with  great  inward  satisfaction,  that  she  was  not 
Asstitute  of  the  means  of  enabling  him  to  exhibit  nH 
her  finest  properties.  A  healthy,  active,  and  skilful 
crew,  justly  proportioned  spars,  little  top-hamper, 
and  an  excellent  trim,  with  a  superabundance  of  light 
sails,  offered  all  the  advantages  his  experience  could 
suggest.  His  eye  lighted,  as  it  glanced  rapidly  over 
these  several  particulars  of  his  command,  and  hi6 
lips  moved  like  those  of  a  man  who  uttered  an  !&• 
ward  self-gratidation,  or  who  indulged  in  some  vannt, 
that  propriety  suggested  ^ould  go  no  farther  than  his 
own  thoughts. 

By  this  time,  the  crew,  under  the  orders  of  the 
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f^hii  I9^t  j|9f#ipbled  at  d^imodlaiii^aofl  had  com*- 
menced  Heaving-in  upoQ  ]lj:^  c^le.  The  iaboar  wm 
ol  4^Bftt«ite  lo  e^tbibit  their uidividuttl  powers,  as  trell 
as  their  collective  farce,  to  the  greatest  ad^antage^ 
Their  motion  was  simultaneouB,  quick,  and  fall  of 
muscle.  The  cry  was  dear  and  cheerful.  As  if 
to  feel  hi^  influQncei  our  atdyenturer  lifted  his  own 
voice,  amid  the  song  of  the  mariners,  in  one  of  those 
»udden  tmd  ii^piriting  calls  with  which  a  sea  officer 
i3  wont  to  encourage  his  people.  His  utterance  was 
4eep,  animated,  and  full  of  iautibority.  The  seamen 
started  like  mettled  coursers  when  thej  first  hear 
the  skoal,  each  man  casting  a  glance  behind  him,  as 
though  he  would  scan  the  qualities  of  his  new  supe^ 
rior.  Wilder  smiled,  like  one  satisfied  with  his  suc- 
cess ;  a#id,  turning  to  pace  the  quarter-deck,  he  found 
himself  once  more  confronted  by  the  calm,  consid- 
erate, but  certainly  astonished  eye  of  Mrs  Wyllys. 

"  After  the  opinions  you  were  pleased  to  express 
of  tins  vessel,"  said  the  lady,  in  a  manner  of  the 
coldest  irony,  "  I  did  not  expect  to  find  you  filling  a 
jflaceof  such  responsibility  here.''      * 

"  You  proba?bly  kr^w.  Madam,"  jeturned  the 
young  mariner,  ^^  tba^t  a  sad  accident  had  Jiappened 
to  her  Master  r'  4 

^  "  I  did ;  and  I  ha^d  heard  that  another  officer  had 
b^en  found,  temporarily,  to  supply  his  place.  Still, 
J  should  presume,  that,  on  reflection,  you  will  not 
think  it  remarkable  1  am  amazed  in  findmg  who  this 
person  is." 

"  Perhaps,  Madam,  you  may  have  conceived,  from 
our  conversations,  an  unfavourable  opinion  of  my 
professional  skill.     But  I  hope'that  on  this  head  you 
'  will  place  your  mind  at  ease ;  for" 

"  You  are  doubtless  a  master  of  ihe  art !  it  would 
«een9,  at  least,  that  no  trifling  danger  can  deter  you 
fit)ip  ^eekjbg  proper  opporttiniiies  to  display  thi« 
kQ^l^dg#«H  sdkn^  ^e  t^  have  Ae  pleasoseof  your 
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ciunpftBjr  daring  liie  wh^  paseageV^Ac^yoU  feftffV 

as  at  the  moufii  of  tlie  port  f  *"  -^«r 

^^I  am  engaged  to  C4Miduct  the  ship  to  ^e^Md  H 
her  vojage.''  '  '  ' 

"  We  may  then  hope  that  the  danger  you  either 
saw  or  imagined  is  lessened  in  your  judgment,  other- 
wise you  would  not  be  go  ready  to-encounter  it  in 
€>ur  company."  ' 

"  You  do  me  injustice,  Madam,'^  returned  WiMei<, 
with  warmth,  glancing  his  eye  unconsciously  t^ 
wards  the  grave,  hut  de^ly  attentive  Gertrude,  as 
he  spoke ;  ^^  tliere  is  no  danger  that  I  iQ^ould  not 
cheerfully  encounter,  to  save  you,  or  this  young  lady, 
from  harm." 

"  Even  this  young  lady  must  be  sensible  of  your 
chivalry !"  Then,  losing  the  constrained  manner 
with  which,  until  now,  she  had  maintained  the  dis- 
course, in  one  more  natui^l,  and  one  far  more  ifi 
consonance  with  her  usually  mild  and  thoughtful 
mien,  Mrs  Wyllys  continued,  "  You  have  a  powerful 
advocate,  young  man,  in  the  unaccountable  interest 
which  1  feel  ih  your  truth;  an  interest  that  my  reasoi^ 
would  fain  condemn.  As  the  ship  must- need  your 
services,  I  will  no  longer  detain  you.  Opportunities 
cannot  be  wanting  to  enable  us  to  judge  both  of  your 
inclination  and  ability  to  serve  us.  Gertrude,  my 
love,  females  are  usually  considered  as  incumbrances 
in  a  vessel ;  more  particularly  when  there  is  any  del- 
icate duty  to  perform,  like  this  before  us." 

Gertrude  started,  blushed,  and  proceeded,  after 
her  governess,  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  quarter- 
deck, followed  by  an  expressive  look  from  our  ad- 
venturer, which  seemed  to  say,  he  considered  hei' . 
presence  any  thing  else  but  an  incumbrance.  As 
the  ladies  immediately  took  a  position  apart  from 
every  body,  and  one  where  they  were  least  in  the 
way  of  working  the  ship,  at  the  same  tinne  that  they 
could  command  an  entire  view  of  all  her  mancBuvre^i, 
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ihe  dbappointed  sidlor  was  obliged^  to  cut  short  li 
ecmimutiicatioa  which  be  wouH  gladly  have  contin- 
ue until  compelled  to  take  the  charge  of  the  vessel 
from  the  hands,  of  the  pilot  By  this  time^  however, 
the  anchor  was  a-weigh,  and  the  seamen  were  already 
actively  engaged  in  &e  process  of  makiiag  sail.  Wil- 
der lent  himself,  with  feverish  excitement,  to  the 
duty ;  aod,  taking  the  words^  from  the  officer  who  was 
issuing  the  necessary  orders,  he  assumed  the  immedi- 
ate superintendence  in  person. 

As  she£it  after  sheet  of  canvas  fell  from  the  yards, 
^nd  was  distended  by  the  complicated  mechanism, 
the  interest  that  a  seaman  ever  takes  in  his  ve^el 
began  to  gain  the  ascendancy  ov^  all  other  feelings: 
By  thei  tiine  ev^y  thing  was  set^  frotn  the  royafe 
down,  and  the  ship  was  cast  with  her  head  towards 
the  barbour^s  mouth,  our  adventurer  had  probably 
fbigottea  (for  the  moment  only^  it  is  true)  that  he  was 
'  a  stranger  among  those  he  was  ia  so  extraordinary  a 
manner  fielected  to  c^mimand,  and  how  predous  a 
fits^e  was.iutnssted  to  his  firmness  and  decision. 
After  every  thing  was  set  to  advantage,  alow  and 
aloft^  and  the  ship  was  broo^  close  upon  the  wind, 
his  eye  scanned  every  yard  and  saai^  from  the  truck 
to  the  huQ^,  and  concluded  by  castb^  a  gknce  along 
the  out^r  side  of  the  vessel,  in  order  to  see  that  not 
even  the  smallest  rope  was  m  the  water  to  impede 
her  progress.  A  small  skiff,  occupied  by  a  boy,  was 
fowin^  under  the  lee,  and,  as  the  mass  of  the  vesse 
began  to  move,  it  was  skipping  along  the  surface  of 
Hie  waier,li^  Mid  buoyant  as  a  feadier.  Perceiv- 
ing that  it  was  a  boat  belonging  to  the  shore,  Wilder 
Walked  forward,  and  demanded  its  owner.  ,  A  mate 
pointed  to  Joram,  who  at  that  moment  ascended 
fmm  the  interior  of  the  vewd,  where  he  had  been 
lettltng  the  balajQCtt  due  from  a  delinquent,  oiv  wh«^ 
was^^  hii  eyes  the  taiixe  thing,  ai  departing^  debtor. 
.^aaJT  s^3Df,  tiiit  T!w<-cy  aftii  WiUar  to«  nmo^ 
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lection  of  all  that  had  occurred  that  morning,  and 
of  the  whole  dehcacy  of  the  task  he  had  undertaken 
to  perform.  But  the  publican,  whose  ideas  appeared 
always  concentrated  when  occupied  on  the  subject 
of  gain,  seemed  troubled  by  no  particular  emotions 
at  the  interview.  He  approached  the  young  mari- 
ner, and,  saluting  him  by  the  title  of  '*  Captain,^' 
bade  him  a  good  voyage,  with  those  customary  wish- 
es which  seamen  express v  when  about  to  separate  on 
such  an  occasion. 

.  "  A  lucky  trip  you  have  made  of  it.  Captain  Wil- 
der," he  concluded,  "  and  I  hope  your  passage  will 
be  short.  You'll  not  be  without  a  breeze  this  after- 
noon ;  and,  by  stretching  well  over  towards  Mon- 
tauck,  you'll  be  able  to  make  such  an  offingf  on  the 
other  tack,  as  to  run  the  coast  tlown  in  the  morning. 
If  I  am  any  judge  of  the  weather,  the  wind  wUl 
have  more  easting  in  it^  than  you  may  happen  to^ 
find  to  your  fancy." 

-  "  And  how  long  do  you  think  my  voyage  is  likely 
to  last?"  demanded  Wildler,  dropping  his  voice  so 
low  as  to  reach  no  ears  but  those  of  the  publican. 

Joram  cast  a  furtive  glance  aside;  and,  perceiv- 
ing that  they  were  alone,  he  suffered  an  expressioh 
of  hardened  cunning  to  take  possession  of  a  counts 
nance  that  ordinarily  seemed  set  in  dull,  physical 
contentment,  as  he  replied,  laying  a  finger  on  his 
nose  While  speaking,— 

"Didn't  I  tender  the  consignee  a  beautiful  oadi, 
master  Wilder?" 

•^ "  You  certainly  exceeded  my  expectations  with 
your  promptitude,  and"-  ■  ■  ■ 

"  Information !"  added  the  landlord  of  the  '  Foul 
Anchor:;^  perceiving  the  other  a  little  at  a  loss  for  a 
word ;  **  yes,  I  have  always  been  remarkable  for  the 
activity  of  my  mind  in  these  small  matters ;  but, 
when  a  nmn  ooce  knows  a  ttiing  thoroughly,  it  is  a 
^fMftt  feUf  tpgpenAhii  Aiiolk  is^Hoo:  gaoy  wgids^" 
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'**  It  is  certainly  a  great  adveiitage  to  be  so  well 
instructed,  1  suppose  you  improve  your  knowledge 
to  a  good  account." 

"  Ah  !  bless  me,  master  Wilder,  what  would  be- 
come of  us  all,  in  these  difficult  times,  if  we  did  not 
turn  an  honest  penny  in  every  way  that  offers?  I 
have  brought  up  several  fine  children  in  credit,  and 
it  sha'n't  be  my  fault  if  I  don't  leave  them  some- 
thing too,  besides  my  good  name.  Well,  well ;  they 
say, '  A  nimble  sixpence  is  as  good  as  a  lazy  shilling;' 
but  give  me  the  man  who  don't  stand  shilly-shally 
when  a  friend  has  need  of  his  good  word,  or  a  hft 
from  his  hand.  You  always  know  where  to  find 
such  a  man ;  as  our  politicians  say,  after  they  have 
gone  through  thick  and  thin  in  the  cause,  be  it  right 
or  be  it  wrong." 

"  Very  commendable  principles  !  and  such  as  will 
surely  be  the  means  of  exalting  you  in  the  world 
sooner  or  later !  But  you  forget  to  answer  my  ques- 
tion :  Will  the  passage  be  long,  or  short  ?" 

'*  Heaven  bless  you,  master  Wilder !  Is  it  for  a, 
poor  publican,  like  me,  to  tell  the  Master  of  this 
noble  ^hip  which  way  the  wind  will  blow  next? 
There  is  the  worthy  and  notable  Commander  Nichols, 
lying  in  his  state-room  below,  he  could  do  any  thing 
with  the  vessel ;  and  why  am  I  to  expect  that  a  gen- 
tleman so  well  recommended  as  vourself  will  do 
less  ?  I  expect  to  hear  that  you  have  made  a  fa- 
mous run,  and  have  done  credit  to  the  good  word 
1  have  had  occasion  to  say  in  your  favour." 

Wilder  execrated,  in  his  heart,  the  wary  cunning 
of  the  rogue  with  whom  he  was  compelled,  for  the 
moment,  to  be  in  league;  for  he  saw  plainly  that  a 
determination  not  to  commit  himself  a  tittle  further 
than  he  might  conceive  to  be  absolutely  necessary, 
Was  likely  to  render  Joram  too  circumspect,  to  an- 
swer his  own  immediate  wishes.  After  hesitating  a 
moinent,  in  order  to  reflect,  he  coutmued  hastily, — 


^^  You  set  that  the  rinpriBa^Btherifig  waj  too  f&dl 
to  admit  of  trifling.  You  l^ow  o{  the  letter  I  le* 
ceived  this  morning  ?" 

"  Bless  me,  Captain  Wilder !  Do  you  take  me  for 
a  postmaster  ?  How  shoiild  I  know  what  letters 
arrive  at  Newport, and  what  stop  on  the  main?'' 

"  As  timid  a  villain  as  he  is  thorough  !"  muftered 
the  young  mariner.  "  But  this  much  you  may  surely 
say.  Am  I  to  be  followed  immediately  ?  or  is  it  ex- 
pected that  I  should  detain  the  ship  in  the  offing, 
under  any  pretence  that  I  can  devise  ?"  . 

"  Heaven  keep  you,  young  gentleman !  These  are 
strange  questions,  to  come  from  one  who  is  fresh  off 
the  sea,  to  a  man  that  has  done  no  more  than  look  at 
it  from  the  land,  these  five-and-twenty  years.  Ac-. 
cording  to  my  memory,  sir,  you  will  keep  tlie  ship 
about  south  until  you  are  clear  of  the  islands  ;  and 
then  you  must  make  your  calculations  according  to 
the  wind,  in  order  not  to  get  into  the  Gulf,  where, 
you  know,  the  stream  will  he  setting  you  one  way, 
•  while  your  orders  say, '  Go  another.' " 

"  Luff!  mind  your  luff,  sir!"  cried  the  pilot,  in  a 
gtern  voice,  to  the  man  at  the  hehn ;  "  luff  you  can  ; 
on  no  account  go  to  leeward  of  the  slaver !" 

Both  Wilder  and  tlie  publican  started,  as  if  thej 
found  something  alarming  in  the  nanpe  of  the  vessel 
just  alluded  to ;  and  the  former  pointed  to  the  skiff, 
as  he  said, — 

"  Unless  you  wish  to  go  to  sea  with  us,  Mr  Joram, 
it  is  time  your  boat  held  its  master."  •' 

"  Ay,  ay,  I  see  you  are  fairly  under  way,  and  I 
must  leave  you,  however  much  I  like  your  com- 
pany," returned  the  landlord  of  the  '  Foul  Anchor,' 
bustling  over  the  side,  and  getting  into  his  skiff  in 
the  best  manner  he  could.  ''  Well,  boys,  a  good  time 
to'  ye ;  a  plenty  of  wind,  and  of  the  right  sort ;  a 
safe  passage  out,  and  a  quick  return.     Cast  off." 

His  order  was  obeyed ;  the  light  skiff,  no  longer 
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impelled  by  the  ship,  immediately  deviated  from  its 
course ;  and,  after  making  a  little  circuit,  it  became 
stationary,  while  the  mass  of  the  vessel  passed  on, 
with  the  steadiness  of  an  elephant  from  whose  back 
a  butterfly  had  just  taken  its  flight.  Wilder  follow- 
ed the  boat  with  his  eyes,  for  a  moment;  but  his 
thoughts  were  recalled  by  the  voice  of  the  pilot, 
who  again  called,  from  the  forward  part  of  the 
ship, — 

"  Let  the  light  sails  lift  a  little,  boy ;  let  her  lift ; 
keep  every  inch  you  can,  or  you'll  not  weather  the' 
slaver.     Luff,  I  say,  sir;  luffl" 

"  The  slaver  P'  muttered  our  adventurer,  hasten- 
ing to  a  part  of  the  ship  Whence  he  could  command 
a  view  of  that  important,  and  to  him  doubly  interest- 
ing ship ;  "  ay,  the  slaver  I  it  may  be  difficult,  in- 
deed, to  weather  upon  the  slaver !" 

He  had  unconsciously  placed  himself  near  Mi-s 
Wyllys  and  Gertrude ;  tiie  latter  of  whom  was  lean- 
ing on  the  rail  of  the  quarter-deck,  regarding  the 
^strange  vessel  at  anchor,  with  a  pleasure  far  from 
unnatural  to  her  years  and  sex. 

*i  You  may  laugh  at  me,  and  call  me  fickle,  and 
perhaps  credufous,  dear  Mrs  Wyllys,"  the  unsuspect- 
ing girl  cried,  just  as  Wilder  had_  taken  the  foregoing 
position,  "  but  I  wish  we  were  well  out  of  this 
*  Royal  Caroline,'  and  that  our  passage  was  to  be 
made  in  yonder  beautiful  ship  !" 

"  It  is  indeed  a  beautiful  ship  !"  returned  Wyllys; 
"  but  I  know  not  that  it  would  be  safer,  or  more 
comfortable,  than  the  one  we  are  in." 

"  With  what  symmetry  and  order  the  ropes  are 
arranged !  and  how  like  a  bird  it  floats  upon  th^ 
water!" 

"  Had  you  particularized  the  duck,  the  compari- 
son would  have  been  exactly  nautical,"  said  the 
governess,  smiling  mournfully ;  "  you  show  capabili-" 
tics,  my  love,  to  be  one  day  a  seaman's  wife." 

Vol.  I.  R' 
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Gertrude  blushed  a  little ;  and,  tuniing  back  ber 
head  to  answer  in  the  playful  vfein  of  her  goveniess, 
her  We  met  the  riveted  lo(^  of  Wilder,  fastened  cm 
herself.  The  colour  on  her  cheek  deepened  to  a  • 
carnation,  and  she  was  mute ;  the  lar^e  gipsj  hat 
she  wore  serving  to  conceal  both  her  face  and  the 
cdbfusion  which  so  deeply  sutTused  it, 

"  You  make  no  answer,  child,  a&  if  you  reflected 
seriously  on  the  chances,"  continued  Mrs  Wyllys, 
whose  thoughtful  and  abirtracted  mien,  however, 
sufficiently  proved  she  scarcely  knew  what  she  ut-' 
tered. 

"  The  sea  i»  too  unstable  an  element  for  my  taste,'* 
Gertrude  coldly  answered.     "  Pray  tell   me,  Mrs 
Wyllys,  is  the  vessel  we  are  approaching  a  King's  " 
ship  ?   She  has  a  warlike,  not  to  say  a  threatening 
exterior." 

"  The  pilot  has  twice  called  her  a  slaver." 

"  A  slaver !    How  deceitful  then  is  all  her  beauty, 
and  symmetry !    I  will  never  trust  to  appearances 
again,  since  so^  lovely  an  object  can  be  devoted  to " 
so  vile  a  purpose." 

"  Deceitful  indeed  !"  exclaimed  Wilder  aloud,  un- 
der an  impulse  that  he  found  as  irresislible  as  it  was 
involuntary.  "  I  will  take  «pon  myself  to  say,  that 
a  more  treacherous  vessel  does  not  float  the  ocean 
than  yonder  finely  proportioned  and  admirably  equip- 
ped"-Tr- 

"  Slaver,"  added  Mrs  Wyllys,  who  had  time  to 
turn,  and  to  look  all  her  astonishment,  before  the 
young  man  appeared  disposed  to  finish  his  own  sen* 
tence. 

"  Slaver ;"  he  said  witlv  emphasis,  bowing  at  the 
same  time,  as  if  he  would  thank  her  for  the  word. 

After  this  interruption,  a  profound  silence  occur- 
red. Mrs  Wyllys  studied  the  disturbed  features  of 
the  young  man,  for  a  moment,  with  a  countenance 
that  denoted  a  singular,  though  a  complicated,  inter- 
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e$t;  and  &6n  she  gravely  bent  her  eyes  on  ttie  water, 
deeply  occupied  with  intense,  if  not  painful  reflec- 
tion. The  light  symmetrical  form  of  Gertrude  con- 
tinued leaning  on  the  rail^  it  is  true,  but  Wilder  was 
unable  to  catch  anothcr^glimpse  of  her  averted  and 
shadowed  liaeaments.  In  the  mean  while,  events, 
that  were  of  a  chars^oter  to  withdraw  his  attention 
entirely  from  even  so  pleasing  a  study,  were  hasteu- 
iogto  their  accomplismoent 

xte  ship  had,  by  this  time,  passed  between  the 
little  island  and  the  point  whence  Homespun  had 
embarked)  and  might  now  be  said  to  have  fairly  left 
the  inner  harbour*  The  slaver  lay  directly  in  her 
^rack,  and  every  man  in  the  vessel  was  gazing  with 
deep  interest,  in  order  to  see  whetiier  they  might  yet 
hope  to  pass  on  her  weather-beam.  The  measure 
was  desirable;  because  a  seaman  has  a  pride  in  keep- 
ing on  thfe  honourable  side  of  every  thing  he  encoun- 
ters, but  chiefly  because,  from  the  position^  of  the 
stranger,  it  would  be  the  means  of  preventing  the 
necessity  of  tacking  before  the  "  Caroline^^  should 
reach  a  point  more  advantageous  for  such  a  maifioeu- 
vre.  The  reader  will,  however,  readily  understand 
that  the  intere^  of  her  new  Commander  took  its 
rise  in  far  different  feelings  from  those  of  professional 
pride,  or  momentary  convenience. 

Wilder  felt,  in  every  nerve,  the  probability  that  a 
crisis  was  at  hand.  It  will  be  remembered  that  he 
was  profoundly  ignorant  of  the  immediate  intentions 
of  the  Rover.  As  the  fort  was  not  in  a  state  for 
present  service,  it  would  not  be  difficult  for  the  latter 
to  seize  upon  his  prey  ip  open  view  of  the  towns- 
men, and  b^^r  it  off,  in  contempt  of  their  feeble 
means  of  defence.  The  position  of  the  two  ships 
was  favourable  to  such  an  enterprise.  Unprepared, 
and  unsuspecting,'  the  "  Caroline,"  at  no  time  a 
inatch  for  her  powerful  adversary,  must  fall  an  easy 
victim ;  nor  would  there  be  saueb  reason  to  appre*      ^ 
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hend  that  a  sin^e  shot  {torn  the  battery  couU  feach 
them,  before  the  captor,  and  his  prize,  would  beat 
such  a  distance  as  to  render  the  blow  next  to  impo- 
tent, if  not  utterly  innocuous.  The  wild  and  auda- 
cious character  of  such  an  enterprise  was  in  full  ac- 
cordance witli  the  reputation  of  the  desperate  free- 
booter, on  whose  caprice,  alone^  the  act  now  seeffied 
solely  to  depend. 

Under  these  impressions,  and  with  the  prospect 
of  such  a^speedy  termination  to  his  new-bom  authori- 
ty, it  is  not  to  be  considered  wonderful  ihat  our  ad- 
venturer awaited  the  result  with  an  interest  far  ex- 
ceeding that  of  any  of  those  by  whom  he  was  sur- 
rounded. He  walked  into  the  waist  of  the  ship, 
and  endeavoured  to  read  the  plan  of  his  secret  con- 
federates, by  some  of  those  indications  that  are  &- 
miliar  to  a  seaman.  Not  the  smallest  sign  of  any 
intention  to  depart,  or  in  any  manner  to  chknge  her 
position,  was,  however,  iJiscoverable  in  tiie  pretend- 
ed slaver.  She  lay  in  the  same  deep,  beautiful,  but 
treacherous  quiet^  as  that  in  which  she  had  reposed 
throiighout  the  whole  of  the  eventful  morning.  But 
a  solitary  individual  could  be  seen  amid  the  mazes 
of  her  rigging,  or  along  the  wide  reach  of  all  her 
spars.  It  was  a  seaman  seated  on  the  extremity  of 
a  lower  yard,  where  he  appeared  to  busy  himself 
with  one  of  those  repairs  that  are  so  constantly  re- 
quired in  the  gear  of  a  lai^e  ship.  As  the  nian  w^s 
placed  on  the  weather  side  of  his  own  vessel.  Wilder 
instantly  conceived  the  idea  that  he  was  thus  station- 
ed to  cast  a  grapnel  into  the  rigging  of  the  ^^  Caro- 
line," should  such  a  measure  become  necessary,  in- 
order  to  bring  the  two  ships  foul  of  each  other. 
With  a  view  to  prevent  so  rude  an  encounter,  he  in- 
stantly determined  to  defeat  the  plan.  Calling  to  the 
pilot,  he  told  him  the  attempt  to  pass  to  windward 
was  of  very  doubtful  success,  and  reminded  him  that 
the  safer  way  would  be  to  go  to  leeward. 
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*»  No  fear,  BO  fiear,  C^ftain,'"  returned  the  stub- 
bora  conductor  of  the  ship,  who,  as  his  authority 
was  so  briefs  was  onljr  tiie  more  jealous  of  its  unre- 
tiurained  exercise,  and  who,  like  at)  usurper  of  the 
throne,  iek  a  jealousy  of  the  more  legitimate  power 
which  he  had  temporarily  dispossessed ;  ^^  no  fear  o^f 
me.  Captain,  I  have  trolled  over  this  ground  oftc^ 
er  than  you  have  crossed  the  ocean,  and  I  know  the  . 
name  of  every  rock  on  the  bottom,  as  'well  as  the 
town-crier  knows  the  streets  o(  Newport  Let  her 
iaS,  hoy;  luff  her  into  the  very  eye  of  Ihe  wind; 

luff,  you  can" - 

"  lou  have  the  ship  shivering  as  it  is,  sir,"  said 
Wilder,  sternly:  ** Should  you  get  us  foul  of  the  sla- 
ver, who  is  to  pay  the  cost  V* 

"  I  am  a  general  underwriter,'''  returned  the  opin- 
ionated pilot;  "ray  wife  shall  mend  every  hole  I 
siake  in  your  sails,  with  a  needle  no  bigger  than  a 
hair,  and  with  such  a  palm  as  a  fairy's  thimble !" 

"This  is  fine  talking,  sir,  but  you  are  already 
losing  the  ship's  way ;  and,  before  you  have  ended 
your  boasts,  she  will  he  as  fast  in  irons  as  a  condemn- 
ed thieC  Keep  the  sails  full,  boy;  keep  them  a  rap 
ftill,sir.^ 

"  Ay^  ay,  keep  her  a  good  full,''  echoed  the  pilot, 
who,  as  the  difficulty  of  passing  to  windward  became 
at  each  kistaht  more  obvious,  evidently  began  to  wa- 
ver in  his  resolution.     "  Keep  her  full-and-by, 1 

have  always  told  you  full-and-by, 1  don't  know. 

Captain,  seeing  that  the  wind  has  hauled  a  little,  but 
we  shall  have  to  pass  to  leeward  yet ;  but  you  will 
acknowledge,  that,  in  such  case,  we  shall  be  obliged 
to  go  about." 

Now,  in  point  of  fact,  the  wind,  though  a  little 
lighter  than  it  had  been,  was,  if  anything,  a  trifle  more 
favourable ;  nor  had  Wilder  ever,  in  any  manner, 
denied  diat  the  ship  would  not  have  to  tack,  some 
ti^mx^  Quaotes  fooaer,  br  ^oii^  to  Wwatd  of  -^be 
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other  vessel,  than  if  she  had  succeeded  in  her  deli 
cate  experiment  of  passing  on  the  more  bonouraU^ 
side;  but,  as  the  vulgftrest  minds  are  always  the 
most  reluctant  to  confess  their  blunders,  the  discinn- 
fited  pilot  was  disposed  to  qualify  the  concession  h< 
found  himself  compelled  to  make,  by  some  salvo  ol 
the  sort,  that  he  might  not  lessen  his  reputation  foi 
foresight,  anjong  his  auditors. 

"  Keep  her  away  at  once,"  cried  Wilder,  who^  was 
beginning  to  change  the  tones  of  remonstrance  for 
those  of  command  ;  ^'  keep  the  ship  away,  sir^  while 
you  have  room  to  do  it,  or,  by  the" 

His  lips  became  motionless ;  for  his  eye  happen- 
ed to  fall  on  the  pale,  speaking,  and  anxi<His  coun- 
tenance of  Gertrude. 

"  I  believe  it  must  be  done^  seeing- that  the  wind 
is  hauling.  Hard  up,  boy,  and  run  her  under  the 
stern  of  the  ship  at  anchor.  Hold !  keep  your  luff  ., 
again ;  eat  into  the  wind  to  the  bone,  boy;  lift  again ; 
let  the  light  sails  lift.  The  slaver  has  run  a  warp 
directly  across  our  track.  If  there's  law  in  the 
Plantations,  Pll  have  her  Captain  before  the  Courts 
for  this  !" 

-  "What  means  the  fellow?"  demanded  Wilder, 
jumping  hastily  on  a  gun,  in  order  to  get  a  belter 
view. 

His  mate  pointed  to  the  lee-quarter  of  the  other 
vessel,  where,  sure  enough,  a  large  rope  was  seen 
whipping  the  water,  as  though  in  the  very  process  of 
being  extended.  The  truth  instantly  flashed  on  the 
mind  of  our  young  mariner.  The  Rover  lay  secret- 
ly moored -with  a  spring,  with,  a  view  to  bring  hi^ 
guns  more  readily  to  bear  upon  the  battery,  should 
his  defence  become  necessary,  and  he  now  profited, 
by  the  circumstance,  in  order  to  prevent  the  trader 
from  passing  to  leeward.  The  whole  arrangement 
excited  a  good  deal  of  surprise,  and  not  a  few  exe- 
crations among^  tlig  ot^n  of  tib^  V  Ca^ajiae  »^^  tbgug^ 
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none  bat  4ier  Commander  had  the  smallest  twinkling 
of  the  real  reason  whj  the  kedge  had  thus  been  laid, 
and  whj  a  warp  was  so  awkwardly  stretched  across 
their  path.  Of  the  whole  number,  the  pilot  alone 
saw  cause  to  rejoice  in  the  circumstance.  He  had, 
in  fact,  got  the  ship  in  such  a  situation,  as  to  render 
it  nearly  as  difficult  to  proceed. in  one  way  as  in  the 
other ;  and  he  was  now  furnished  with  a  sufficient 
justification,  should  any  accident  occur,  in  the  course 
of  the  exceedingly  critical  manoeuvre,  from  whose 
execution  there  was  now  no  retreat 

"  This  is  an  extraordinary  liberty  to  tak^  in  the 
mouth  of  a  harbour,"  muttered  Wilder,  when  his 
eyes  put  him  in  possession  of  the  fact  just  related. 
"  You  must  shove  her  by  to  windward,  pilot ;  there 
is  no  remedy." 

"  I  wash  my  hands  of  the  consequences,  as  I  call 
all  on  board  to  witness,"  returned  the  other,  with 
the  air  of  a  deeply  offi^nded  man,  though  secretly 
glad  of  the  appearance  of  being  driven  to  the  very 
measure  He  was  a  minute  before  so  obstinately  bent 
on  executing.  "Law  must  be  called  in  here,  if 
sticks  are  snapped,  or  ri^ng  parted.  Luff  to  a  hair, 
boy ;  luff  her  short  into  the  wind,  and  try  a  half- 
board." 

The  man  at  the  helm  obeyed  the  order.  Releas- 
ing his  hold  of  its  spokes,  the  wheel  made  a  quick 
evolution ;  and  the  ship,  feeling  a  fresh  impulse  of 
the  wind,  turned  her  head  heavily  towards  tiie  quar 
ter  whence  it  came,  the  canvas  fluttering  with  a 
noise  like  that  produced  by  a  flock  of  water-fo\yl 
just  taking  wing.  But,  met  by  the  helm  again,  she 
soon  fell  off  as  before,  powerless  from  having  lost 
her  way,  and  settling  bodily  down  toward  the  fancied 
slaver,  impelled  by  the  air,  which  seemed,  howevier, 
to  have  lost  much  of  its  force,  at  the  critical  instant 
it  was  most  needed. 

The  aituaiion  of  the  ^^CaroUne^^  was  one  which 
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a  seaman  will  readily  un4erstaB<L  She  had  foi^ea 
so  far  ahead  as  to  lie  directly  cm  &e  weather-beam 
of  the  stranger,  bat  too  near  to  enable  her  to  fall-off 
in  the  least,  without  imminent  danger  that  the  ves- 
sels would  come  foul.  The  wind  was  inconstant, 
sometimes  blowing  in  pufTs,  while  at  moments  there 
was  a  perfect  lull.  As  the  ship  felt  the  ^former,  her 
tall^masts  bent  gratefully  towards  the  slaver,  as  if 
to  make. the  parting  salute;  but,  relieved  from  the 
momentary  pressure  of  the  inconstant  air,  she  as 
often  rolled  heavily  to  windward,  without  adfancing 
a  foot.  The  effect  of  each  change,  however,  was 
to  bring  her  still  nigher  to  her  dangerous  neighbour, 
until  it  became  evident,  to  the  jud^ent  of  the 
youngest  seaman  in  the  vessel,  that  nothing  but  a 
sudden  shift  of  wind  could  enable  her  to  pass  ahead, 
the  more  especially  as  the  tide  was  on  the  change. 

As  the  inferior  officers  of  the  "  Caroline"  were 
not  delicate  in  their  commentaries  on  the  dulness 
which  had  brought  them  into  so  awkward  and  so 
mortifying  a  position,  the  pilot  endeavoured  to  con- 
ceal his  own  vexation,  by  the  number  and  vocifer- 
ousness  of  his  orders.  From  blustering,  he  soon 
passed  into  confusion,  until  the  men  themselves  stood 
idle,  not  knowing  which  of  the  uncertain  and  con- 
tradictory mandates  they  received  ought  to  be  first 
obeyed.  In  the  mean  time,  Wilder  had  folded  his 
arms  with  an  appearance  of  entire  composure,  and 
taken  his  station  near  his  female  passengers.  Mrs 
Wyllys  closely  studied  his  eye,  with  the  wish  of 
ascertaining,  by  its  expression,  the  nature  and  ex- 
tent of  their  danger,  if  danger  there  might  be,  in 
the  approaching  collision  of  two  ships  in  water  that 
was  perfectly  smooth,  and  where  one  was  stationa- 
ry, and  the  motion  of  the  other  scarcely  perceptible. 
The  stern,  determined  look  she  saw  settling  about 
the  brow  of  the  young  man  excited  an  uneasiness 
^t  sb^  yvmU  ngt  o^hirwise  bav^  Mt,  pechapa»  on* 


TRB   RED   ROVER.  201 

d«r  circumstances  that,  in  themselves,  bore  no  very 
vivid  appearance  of  hazard. 

"  Have  we  aught  to  apprehend,  sir  ?"  demanded 
the  governess,  endeavouring  to  conceal  from  her 
charge  the  nature  of  her  own  disquietude. 

"  1  tbld  you,  Madam,  the  '  Caroline'  would  prove 
an  unlucky  ship," 

Both  females  regarded  the  peculiarly  bitter  smile 
with  which  Wilder  madef  this  reply  as  an  evil  omen^ 
and  Gertrude  clung  to  her  companion  as  to  one  on 
whom  she  had  long  been  accustomed  to  lean, 

"Why  do  not  the  mariners  of  the  slaver  appear, 
to  assist  us^ — to  keep  us  from  coming  too  nigh  ?''  anx- 
iously exclaimed  the  latter. 

"  Why  do  they  not,  indeed !  but  we  shall  see  them; 
I  think,  ere  long." 

"  You  speak  and  look,  young  man,  as  if  you 
thought  there  would  be  danger  in  the  interview !" 

"  Keep  near  to  me,"  returned  Wilder,  in  tones 
that  were  nearly  smothered  by  the  manner  in  which 
he  compressed  his  lips.  "  In  every  event,  keep  as 
nigh  my  person  as4)ossible," 

"  Haul  the  spanker-boom  to  windward,"  shouted 
the  pilot;  "lower  away  the  boats,  and  tow  the 
ship's  head  round — clear  away  the  stream  anchor — 
aft  gib-sheet — board  main  tack,  again." 

The  astonished  men  stood  like  statues,  not  know- 
ing whither  to  turn,  some  calling  to  the  rest  to  do 
this  or  that,  and  some  as  loudly  countermanding  the 
order ;  when  an  authoritative  voice  was  heard  calm- 
ly to  say,— 

"  Silence  in  the  ship." 

The  tones  were  of  that  sort  which,  while  they 
denote  the  self-possession  of  the  speaker,  never  fail 
to  inspire  the  inferior  with  a  portion  of  the  confi- 
dence of  him  who  commands.  Every  face  was  turn- 
ed towards  the  quarter  of  the  vessel  whence  the 
•ound.pixic«edcdf  as  if  each  ear  was  ready  to  catqh 
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the  smallest  additional  mandate.  Wilder  was  standi 
ing  on  the  head  of  the  capstan,  where  he  could  com- 
mand a  full  view  on  every  side  of  him.  With  k  quick 
and  understanding  glance,  he  had  made  himself  a 
perfect  master  of  the  situation  of  his  ship.  His  eye 
wqs  at  the  instant  fixed  anxiously  on  the  slaver,  as  if 
it  would  pierce  the  treacherous  calm  which  still 
reigned  on  all  about  her,  in  order  to  know  how  far 
his  exertions  might  be  permitted  to  be  useibh  But 
it  appeared  as  if  the  stranger  lay  hke  some  enchant^ 
ed  vessel  on  the  water,  not  a  human  form  even  ap- 
pearing about  all  her  complicated  machinery,  except* 
the  seaman  already  named,  who  still  continued  hi^ 
employment,  as  though  the  "Caroline"  was  not  with- 
in a  hundred  miles  of  the  place  where  he  sat.  The 
lips  of  Wilder  moved:  it  might  be  in  bitterness;  it 
might  be  in  satisfaction  ^  for,  a  smile  of  the  most 
equivocal  nature  lighted  his  features,  as  he  continued, 
in  the  same  deep,  commanding  voice  as  before, — 

"  Throw  all  aback — lay  every  thing  flat  to  the 
masts,  forward  and  aft." 

"  Ay !"  echoed.the  pilot,  "  lay  every  thing  flat  to 
the  masts." 

"Is  there  a  shove-boat  alongside  the  ship?"  de- 
manded our  adventurer. 

The  answer,  from  a  dozen  voices,  was  in  the  Af- 
firmative. 

"  Show  that  pilot  into  her." 

"  This  is  an  unlawful  order,"  exclaimed  the  other, 
**  and  I  forbid  any  voice  but  mine  to  be  obeyed." 

"  Throzo  him  in,"  sternly  repeated  Wilder. 

Amid  the  bustle  and  exertion  of  bracing  round  the 
yards,  the  r^istance  of  the  pilot  produced  Jittle  or 
no  sensation.  He  was  soon  raised  on  the  extended 
arms  of  the  two  mates ;  and,  after  exhibiting  his 
limbs  in  sundry  contortions  in  the  air,  he  was  drop- 
,  p:ed  into  the  boat,  witli  as  little  ceremony  as  though 
1)^  tod  b^es  %  bUld;  of  wpod.    The  viid  ^  tli» 
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pamtei"  Was  cast  after  him  ^  and  then  the  discomfit- 
ed guide  was  left,  with  singular  indifference^  to  his 
own  meditations. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  order  of  Wilder  had  been 
executed.  Those  vast  sheets  of  canvas  which,  a 
moment  before,  had  been  either  fluttering  in  the  air, 
or  were  bellying  inward  or  outward,  as  they  touched 
or  filled,  as  it  is  technically  called,  were  now  all 
pressing  against  their  respective  masts,  impelling  the 
vessel  to  retrace  her  mistaken  path.  The  manoeuvre 
required  the  utmost  attention,  and  the  nicest  delicacy 
in  its  direction.  But  her  young  Commander  proved 
himself,  in  every  particular,  competent  to  his  task. 
Here,  a  sail  was  lifted ;  there,  another  was  brought 
with  a  flatter  surface  to  the  air ;  now,  the  lighter 
canvas  was  spread;  and  now  it  disappeared,  like 
thin  vapour  suddenly  dispelled  by  the  sun.  The 
voice  of  Wilder,  throughout,  though  calm,  was  breath- 
ing with  authority.  The  ship  itself  seemed,  like  an 
animated  being,  conscious  that  her  destinies  were 
reposed  in  different,  and  more  intelligent,  hands  than 
before.  Obedient  to  the  new  impulse  they  had  re- 
ceived, the  immense  cloud  of  canvas,  with  all  its  tall 
forest  of  spars  and  ri^ng,  rolled  to  and  fro ;  and 
then,  having  overcome  the  state  diNPomparative  rest 
in  which  it  had  been  lying,  the  vessel  heavily  yielded 
to  the  pressure,  and  began  to  recede. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  the  time  necessary  to 
extricate  the  "Caroline,"  the  attention  of  Wilder 
was  divided  between  his  own  ship  and  his  inexplica- 
ble neighbour.  Not  a  s^nd  was  heard  to  issue  from 
the  imposing  and  death-like  stillness  of  the  latter. 
N.)t  a  single  anxious x:ountenancc,  not  even  one  lurk- 
ing eye,  was  to  be  detected,  at  any  of  the  numerous 
outlets  by  which  the  inmates  of  an  armed  vessel  can 
look  abroad  upon  the  deep.  The  seaman  on  the 
yard  continued  his  labour,  like  a  man  unconscious 
of  any  thing  but  his  own  existence.     There  was 
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however,  a  bIow^  though  nearly  imperceptible,  mo- 
tion in  the  ship  itself,  which  was  apparently  made, 
like  the  lazy  movement  of  a  slumbering  whale,  more 
by  listless  vohtion,  than  through  any  agency  of  human 
hands. 

Not  the  smallest  of  these  changes  escaped  the 
keen  and  understanding  examination  of  Wilder,  He 
saw,  that,  as  his  own  ship  retired,  the  side  -of  the 
slaver  was  gradually  exposed  to  the  "Caroline," 
The  muzzles  of  the  threatening  guns  gaped  constant- 
ly on  his  vessel,  as  the  eye  of  the  crouching  tiger 
follows  the  movement  of  its  prey ;  and  at  no  time, 
while  nearest,  did  there  exist  a  single  instant  that 
the  decks  of  the  latter  ship  could  not  have  been 
swept,  by  a  general  discharge  from  the  battery  of  the 
former.  At  each  successive  order  issued  from  his 
own  lips,  our  adventurer  turned  his  eye,  with  increas- 
ing interest,  to  ascertain  whether  he  would  be  per- 
mitted to  execute  it ;  and  never  did  he  feel  certain 
that  he  was  left  to  the  sole  managgpent  of  the  "  Car- 
oline" until  he  found  that  she  had  backed  from  her 
dangerous  proximity  to  the  other ;  and  that,  obedient 
to  a  new  disposition  of  her  sails,  she  was  falling  off, 
before  the  light  air,  in  a  place  where  he  could  hold 
her  entirely  at  eiBttnand. 

Finding  that  the  tide  was  getting  unfavourable, 
and  the  wind  too  light  to  stem  it,  the  sails  were  then 
drawn  to  her  yards  in  festoons,  and  an  anchor  was 
dropped  to  the  bottorii. 
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CHAPTER  Xm. 

•«  What  hKve  here?    A  maxi,  or  a  fis^  V'—Tht  Tmt^est. 

The  "Caroline"  now  lay  within  a  cable's  length 
of  the  supposed  slayer.  In  dismissing  the  pilot, 
Wilder  had  assumed  a  responsibility  from  which  a 
seaman  usually  shrinks ;  since,  in  the  case  of  any  un- 
toward accident  in  leaving  the  port,  it  would  involve 
a  loss  of  insurance,  and  his  own  probable  punish- 
ment. How  far  he  had  been  influenced,  in  taking 
so  decided  a  step,  by  a  knowledge  of  his  being  be- 
yond, or  above,  the  reach  of  the  iaw^  will  probably 
be  made  manifest  in  the  cpurse  of  the  narrative ;  the 
only  immediate  effect  of  the  measure,  was,  to  draw 
tjie  whole  of  his  attention,  which  had  before  been 
so  much  divided  between  his  passengers  and  the 
ship,  to  the  care  of  the  latter.  But,  so  soon  as  his 
vessel  was  secured,  for  a  time  at  least,  and  his  min^ 
was  no  longer  excited  by  the  expectation  of  a  scene 
of  immediate  violence,  our  adventurer  found  leisure 
to  return  to  his  former,  though  (to  so  thoroi^h  a  sea- 
man) scarcely  more  agreeable  occupation.  The 
success  of  his  delicate  manoeuvre  had  imparted  to 
his  countenance  a  glow  of  something  very  like  tri- 
umph; and  his  step,  as  he  advanced  towards  Mrs 
Wylly^  and  Gertrude,  was  that  of  a  man  who  enjoy- 
ed the  consciousness  of  having  acquitted  himself 
dexterously,  in  circumstances  that  required  no  small 
exhibition  of  professional  skill.  At  least,  such  was 
the  construction  the  formejr  lady  put  upon  his  kindling 
eye  and  exulting  air ;  though  the  latter  might,  possir 
bly,  be  disposed  to  judge  of  his  motives  with  greater 
indulgence.  Perhaps  both  were  ignorant  of  the  se-; 
cret  reasons  of  his  self-felicitation  ;  and  it  is4>ossible 
tliat  a  sentiment,  of  a  far  more  generous  nature  than 

Vol.  I.  ^ 
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either  of  them  could  imagine,  had  a  full  share  of  its 
influence  in  his  present  feelings. 
.  Be  this  as  it  might.  Wilder  no  sooner  saw  that  the 
"  Caroline"  was  swinging  to  her  anchor,  and  that  his 
services  were  of  no  further  immediate  use,  than  he 
sought  an  opportunity  to  renew  a  conversation  which 
had  hitherto  heen  ^o  vague,  and  so  often  interrupted. 
Mrs  Wyllys  had  long  been  viewing  the  neighbouring 
vessel  with  a  steady  look;  nor  did  she  now  turn  her 
gaze  from  the  motionless  and  silent  object,  until  the 
young  mariner  was  near  her  person.  She  was  then 
the  first  to  speak. 

"  Yonder  vessel  must  possess  an  extraordinary, 
not  to  say  an  insensible,  crew !"  exclaimed  the  gov- 
erness^ in  a  tone  bordering  on  astonishment.  *^  If 
such  things  were,  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  fancy 
her  a  spectre-ship."  ,  '^ 

"She  is  truly  an^  admirably  proportioned  and  a 
beautiful  equipped  trader !"  * 

"  Did  my  apprehensions  deceive  me  ?  or  were 
\ve  in  actual  danger  of  getting  the  two  vessels  en- 
tangled ?"  - 

"  There  was  certainly  some  reason  for  apprehen- 
sion :  but  vou  see  we  are  safe." 

"  For  which  we  have  to  thank  your  skill.  The 
manner  in  which  you  have  just  extricated  us  from 
the  late  danger,  has  a  direct  tendency  to  contradict 
all  that  you  were  pleased  to  foretel  of  that  which  is 
to  come." 

"  I  well  know.  Madam,  that  my  conduct  may  bear 
an  unfavourable  construction,  but" — 

"  You  thought  it  no  harm  to  laugh  at  the  weak- 
ness of  three  credulous  females,"  continued  Mrs 
Wyllys,  smiling.  "  Well,  you  have  had  your  amuse- 
ment ;  and  now,  I  hope,  you  will  be  more  disposed 
to  pity  what  is  £aid  to^be  a  natural  infirmity  of  wo- 
man^s  niind."  . 

As  the  governess  concluded,  she  glanced  her  eye 
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Lt  Gertrude,  with  an  expression  that  seemed  to  say, 
it  would  be  cruel,  now,  to  trifle  further  with  the  ap- 
prehe.isions  of  one  so  innocent  and  so  young.  The 
iQok  of  Wilder  followed  her  own ;  and  when  he  an- 
swered, it  was  with  a  sincerity  that  was  well  calcu- 
lated to  carry  conviction  in  its  tones. 

"  On  the  faith  which  a  gentleman  owes  to  all  your 
sex.  Madam,  what  I  have  already  told  you  1  still 
continue  to  believe." 

"  The  gammonings  and  the  top-gallant-masts !" 

"  No,  no,"  interrupted  the  young  mariner,  slightly 
laughing,  and  at  the  same  time  colouring  a  good 
deal ;  "  perhaps  not  all  of  that.  But  neither  mother, 
wife,  nor  sister  of  mine,  should  make  this  passage 
in  the  '  Royal  Caroline.'  " 

"  Your  look,  your  voice,  and  your  air  of  good 
faitlf,  make  a  strange  contradiction"^ to  your  words, 
young  man;  for,  while  the  former  almost  tempt  me 
to  believe  you  honest,  the  latter  have  not  a  shade  of 
reason  to  support  them.  Perhapi  I  ought  to  be 
ashamed  of  such  a  weakness,  and  yet  I  will  acknow- 
ledge, that  the  mysterious  quiet,  which  seems  to 
have  settled  for  ever  on  yonder  ship,  has  excited  an 
inexplicable  uneasiness,  that  may  in  some  way  be 
connected  with  her  character.-^-She  is  certainly  a 
slaver  ?" 

"  She  is  certainly  beautiful !"  exclaimed  Gertrude. 

"  Very  beautiful !"  Wilder  gravely  rejoined. 

"  There  is  a  man  still  seated  on  one  of  her  yards 
who  appears  to  be  entranced  in  his  occupation," 
continued  Mrs  Wyllys,  leaning  her  chin  thoughtfully 
on  her  hand,  as  she  -gazed  at  the  object  of  which  she 
was  speaking.  "Not  once, during  the  time  we  were 
in  so  much  danger  of  getting  the  ships  entangled, 
did  that  seaman  bestow  so  much  as  a  stolen  glance 
towards  us.  He  resembles  the  solitary  individual  in 
the  city  of  the  tmnsformed ;  for  not  another  mortal 


208  THE    RED    ROVEH. 

is  there  to  keep  him  company,  so  far  as  we  maj 
discover." 

"  Perhaps  his  comrades  sleep,"  said  Gertrude. 

"  Sleep  !  Mariners  do  not  sleep  in  an  hour  and  a 
day  like  this  !  Tell  me,  Mr  Wilder,  (you  that  are  a 
seaman  should  know),  is  it  usual  for  ttie  crew  to 
sleep  when  a  strange  vessel  is  so  nigh— near  even  te 
touching,  I  might  almost  say  ?" 

"  It  is  not" 

"  I  thought  as  much ;  for  I  am  not  an  entire  novice 
in  matters  of  your  daring,  your  hardy,  your  noble 
profession  !"  returned  the  governess,  with  deep  em- 
phasis. "  And,  had  we  gone  foul  of  the  slaver,  do 
you  think  her  crew  would  have  maintained  their 
apathy?"  ^> 

"  I  think  not.  Madam." 

"  There  is  something,  in  all  this  assumed  tran^l^l- 
lity,  which  might  induce  one  to  suspect  the  worst  of 
her  character.  Is  it  known  that  any  of  her  crew 
have  had  comm^inication  with  the  town,  since  bei* 
arrival?"  j> 

"It  is." 

"  I  have  heard  that  false  colours  have  been  seen 
on  the  coast,  and  that  ships  have  been  plundered, 
and  their  people  and  passengers  maltreated,  during 
the  past  summer.  It  is  even  thought  that  the  famous 
-Rover  has  tired  of  his  excesses  on  the  Spanish  Main, 
and  that  a  vessel  was  not  long  since  seen  in  the 
Caribbean  sea,  which  was  thought  to  be  the  cruiser 
of  that  desperate  pirate  !" 

Wilder  made  no  reply.  His  eyes,  which  had  been 
fastened  steadily,  though  respectfully,  on  those  of 
the  speaker,  fell  to  the  deck,  and  he  appeared  to 
await  whatever  her  further  pleasure  might  choose  to 
utter.  The  governess  mused  a  moment ;  and  then, 
with  a  change  in  the  expression  of  her  co^mtenance- 
which  proved  that  her  suspicion  of  the  truth  was  toi» 
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|ght  to  continue  v^idioat  further  and  better  confirm- 
ition,  she  added,< — 

"  After  all,  the  occupation  of  a  slaver  is  bad 
^enough,  and  unhappily  by  far  too  probable,  to  render 
it  necessary  to  attribute  any  worse  character  to  the 
stranger,  I  would  I  knew  the  motive  of  your  sin- 
gular'assertions,  Mr  Wilder?" 

"  I  cannot  better  explain  them,  Madam :  unless 
my  manner  produces  its  effect,  I  fail  altogether  in 
my  intentions,  which  at  least  are  sincere." 

"  Is  not  the  risk  lessened  by  your  presence  ?" 

"  Lessened,  but  not  removed." 
-  Until  now,  Gertrude  had  rather  listened,  as  if  un- 
avoidably, than  seemed  to  make  one  of  the  party. 
But  here  she  turned  quickly,  and  perhaps  a  little 
impatiently,  to  Wilder,  and,  while  her  cheeks  glow- 
edwshe  demanded,  with  a  smile  that  might  have 
brought  even  a  more  obdurate  man  to  his  confes- 
sion,— 

"  Is  it  forbidden  to  be  more  explicit  ?" 

The  young  Commander  hesitated,  perhaps  as 
much  to  dwell  df  on  the  ingenuous  features  of  the 
speaker,  as  to  decide  upon  his  answer.  The  colour 
mounted  into  his  own  embrowned  cheek,  and  his 
eye  lighted  with  a  gleam  of  open  pleasure  ;  then,  as 
though  suddenly  reminded  that  he  was  delaying  to 
reply,  he  said, — 

"  I  am  certain,  that,  in  relying  on  your  discretion, 
I  shall  be  safe." 

" Doubt  it  not,"  returned  Mrs  Wyllys.  "In  no 
event  shall  you  ever  be  betrayed." 

"  Betrayed  !  For  myself.  Madam,  I  have  little 
fear.  If  you  suspect  me  of  personal  apprehension, 
you  do  me  great  injustice." 

"  We  suspect  yon  of  nothing  unworthy,"  said  Ger- 
trude hastily,  "  but — we  are  very  anxious  for  our- 
selves." J 

S2  ^ 
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^^  Then  will  I  relieve  your  tmeasiiteas,  ibongb  at 

the  expense  of" ' 

A  call,  from  one  of  the  mates  to  the  other,  arrest- 
ed his  words  for  the  moment,  and  drew  his  attention 
to  the  neighhouring  ship. 

"  The  slaver's  people  have  just  found  out  that 
their  ship  is  not  made  to  put  in  a  glass  case,  to  he 
looked  at  by  women  and  children,"  cried  the  speak- 
er, in  tones  loud  enough^ to  send  his. words  into  the 
fore-top,  where  the  messmate  he  addressed  was  at- 
tending to  some  especial  duty. 

"  Ay,  ay,"  was  the  answer ;  "  seeing  us  in  motion, 
has  put  him  in  mind  of  his  next  voyage.  They  keep 
watch  aboard  the  fellow,  like  the  sun  in  Greenland ; 
six  months  on  deck,  and  six  months  below  !" 

The  witticism  produced,  as  usual,  a  laugh  among 
the  seamen,  who  continued  their  remarks  in  a  sjpii* 
lar  vein,  but  in  tones  more  suited  !»  the  deference 
due  to  their  superiors. 

The  eyes,  however,  of  Wilder  had  fastened  them- 
selves on  the  other  ship.  The  man  so  long  seated 
on  the  end  of  the  main-yard  had  disappeared,  and 
another  sailor  was  deliberately  walking  along  the 
opposite  quarter  of  the  same  spar,  steadying  himself 
by  the  boom,  and  holding  in  one  hand  the  end  of  a 
rope,  which  he  was  apparently  about  to  reeve  in 
the  place  where  it  properly  belonged.  The  fiisst 
glance  told  Wilder  that  the  latter  was  Fid,  who  was 
so  far  recovered  from  his  debauch  as  to  tread  the 
giddy  height  with  as  much,  if  not  greater,  steadiness 
than  he  would  have  rolled  along  the  ground,  had  his 
duty  called  him  to  terra  finna.  The  countenance  of 
the  young  man,  which,  an  instant  before,  had  been 
flushed  with  excitement,  and  which  was  beaming 
with  the  pleasure  of  an  opening  confidence,  changed 
directly  to  a  look  of  gloom  and  reserve.  Mrs  Wyl- 
lys,  who  had  lost  no  shade  of  the  varying  expression 
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^  his  fade,  re»utoed  the  discourse,  with  some  earn 
estness,  wherie  he  had  seenr  fit  so  abruptly  to  break 
•^  oK 

"  You  would  relieve  us,"  she  said, "  at  the  expense 
of". 

"  Life,  Madam ;  but  not  of  honour/' 

"  Gertrude,  we  can  now  retire  to  our  cabin,"  ob- 
served Mrs  Wyllys,  with  an  air  of  cold  displeasure, 
in  which  disappointment  was  a  good  deal  mingled 
with  resentment  at  the  trifling  of  which  she  believ- 
ed herself  the  subject.     The  eye  of  Gertrude  was 
no  less  averted  and  distant  than  that  of  her  govern- 
ess, while  the  tint  that  gave  lustre  to  its  beam  was 
brighter,  if  not  quite  so  resentful.     As  the  two  moved 
past  the  silent  Wilder,  each  dropped  a  distant  salute, 
and  then  our  adventurer  found  himself  the  sole  oc- 
cuji^nt  of  the  quarter-deck.      While  his  crew  were 
busied  in  coiling  ropes,  and  clearing  the  decks,  their 
young  Commander  leaned  his  head  on  the  taffrail, 
(that  part  of  the  vessel  which  the  good  relict  of  the 
Rcar-Admiral  had  so  strangely  confounded  with  a 
very  ditferent  object  in  the  other  end  of  the  ship), 
remaining  for  many  minutes  in  an  attitude  of  deep 
abstraction.      From  this  reverie  he  was  at  length 
aroused,  by  a  sound  like  that  produced  by  the  lifting 
and  falhng  of  a  light  oar  into  the  water.     Believing 
himself  about  to  be  annoyed  by  visiters  from  th6 
land,  he  raised  his  head,  and  cast  a  dissatisfied  glance 
ov6r  the  vessel's  side,  to  see  who  was  approaching. 

A  light  skiff,  such  as  is  commonly  us'ed  by  fish- 
ermen in  the  bays  and  shallow  waters  of  America, 
was-  lying  within  ten  feet  of  the  ship,  and  in  a  posi- 
tion where  it  was  necessary  to  take  some  little  pains 
in  order  to  observe  it.  It  was  occupied  by  a  single 
man,  whose  back  was  towards  the  vessel,  and  who 
was  apparently  abroad  on  the  ordinary  business  of 
the  owner  of  such  a  bo^t. 

^^  Are  you  in  search4>f  rudder^'fish,  my  fidend)  that 
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you  hang  so  closely  under  my  counter  ?*^  demanded 
Wilder,  "  The  bay  is  said  to  be  full  of  delicious 
bass,  and  other  scaly  gentlemen,  that  would  far  bettei 
repay  your  trouble."  ^ 

"  He  is  well  paid  who  gets  the  bite  he  baits  for," 
returned  the  other,  turning  his  head,  and  exhibiting 
the  cunning  eye  and  chuckling  countenance  of  old 
Bob  Bunt,  as  Wilder's  recent  and  treacherous  con- 
federate had  announced  bis  name  to  be. 

"  How  now !  Dare  you  trust  yourself  with  me,  in 
five-fathom  water,  after  the  villanous  trick  you  have 
seen  fit" 

"Hist!  noble  Captain,  hist!"  interrupted  Bob, 
holding  up  a  finger,  to  repress  the  other's  animation, 
and  intimating,  by  a  sign,  that  their  conference  must 
be  held  in  lower  tones ;  "  there  is  no  need  to  call  al 
hands  to  help  us  through  a  little  chat.  In  what  ^ay 
have  I  fallen  to  leeward  of  your  favour,  Captain?" 

''  In  what  way,  sirrah !  Did  you  not  receive  money, 
to  give  such  a  character  of  this  ship  to  the  ladies  as 
(you  said  yourself)  would  make  them  sooner,  pass 
the  night  in  a  churchyard,  than  trust  foot  on  board 
her?" 

"  Something  of  the  sort  passed  between  us.  Cap- 
tain ;  but  you  forgot  one  half  of  the  conditions,  and 
I  overlooked  the  other ;  and  I  need  not  tell  so  expert 
a  navigator,  that  two  halves  make  a  whole.  No 
wonder,  therefore,  that  the  affair  dropt  through  be- 
tween us." 

"  How  !  Do  you  add  falsehood  to  perfidy  ?  What 
part  of  my  engagement  did  I  neglect  ?" 

"  What  part !"  returned  the  pretended  fisherman, 
leisurely  drawing  in  a  line,  which  the  quick  eye  of 
W^rlder  saw,  though  abundantly  provided  with  lead 
-at  the  end,  was  destitute  of  the  equally  material  im- 
plement— the  hook ;  "  What  part,  Captaiii !  No  less 
a  particular  than  the  second  guinea," 

"  It  was  to  have  been  the  reward  of  a  service 


\ 


TH£   RED   ItOVEll.  213 

idbne,  and  not  an  earnest,  like  its  fellow,  to  induce 
yea  to  undertake  the  duty." 

"  Ah  I  you  have  helped  me  to  the  very  word  1 
wanted.  I  fancied  it  was  not  in  earnest,  like  the  one 
1  got,  and  so  I  left  the  job  half  finished/' 

"  Half  finished,  scoundrel  1  you  never  conftmenced, 
what  you  swore  so  stoutly  to  perform/^ 

"  Now  are  you  on  as  wrong  a  course,  my  Master, 
as  if  you  steered  due  east  to  get  to  the  Pole.  I  re- 
ligiously performed  one  half  my  undertaking ;  and, 
you  will  acknowledge,  I  was  only  Jialf  paid," 

"  You  would  find  it  difficult  to  prove  that  you 
even  did  that  little," 

"  Let  us  look  into  the  log,  '  I  enlisted  to  walk  up 
the  hill  as  far  as  the  dwelling  of  the  good  AdmiraPs 
widow,  and  there  to  make  certain  alterations  in  my 
sentiments,  which  it  is  not  necessary  to  speak  of 
between  us."" 

"  Which  you  did  not  make ;  but,  on*the  contrary, 
which  you  thwarted,  by  telling  an  exactly  contra- 
dictory tale." 

"  True." 

"True  !  knave?— Were  justice  done  you,  an  ac- 
quaintafice  with  a  rope's  end  would  be  a  merited 
reward." 

"A  squall  of  words!— If  your  ship  steer  as  wild 
as  your  ideas.  Captain,  you  will  make  a  crooked 
passage  to  tiie  south.  Do  you  not  think  it  an  easier 
matter,  for  an  old  man  like  me,  to  tell  a  few  lie? 
than  to  climb  yonder  long  and  heavy  hill?  In  strict 
justice,  more  than  half  my  duty  was  done  when  I 
got  into  the  presence  of  the  believing  widow ;  and 
then  I  concluded  to  refuse  fhe  half  of  the  reward 
that  was  unpaid,  and  to  take  bounty  from  t'other 
side." 

"  Villain !"  exclaimed  Wilder,  a  little  blinded  by 
resentment,  "  even  your  years  shall  no  longer  pro- 
tect you  from  pumshment.     Forward,  there !  send 
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a  crew  into  tlie  jolly  boat,  sir,  and  bring  me  this  old 
fellow  in  the  skiif  on  board  the  ship.  Pay  no  atten- 
tion to  his  outcries ;  1  have  an  account  to  settle  with 
him,  that  cannot  be  balanced  without  a  little  noiseJ^ 

The  mate,  to  whom  this  order  was  addressed^  and 
who  had  answered  the  hail,  jumped  on  the  rail,  where 
*  he  got  sight  of  the  craft  he  was  c<Hnmanded  to  chase. 
In  less  than  a  minute  he  was  in  the  boat,  w^ith  four 
men,  apd  pulling  round  the  bows  of  the  ship,  iti  or- 
der to  get  on  the  side  necessary  to  effect  bis  object. 
The  self-styled  Bob  Bunt  gave  one  or  two  strokes 
with  his  skulls,  and  sent  the  skiff  s6rae  twenty  or 
thirty  fathoms  off,  where  he  lay,  qhuckKng  like  a 
man  who  saw  only  tiie  success  of  his  cunning,  with- 
out any  apparent  apprehensions  of  the  consequences. 
But,  the  moment  the  boat  appeared  in  view,  he  laid 
himself  to  the  work  with  vigorous  arms,  and  soon 
convinced  the  spectators  that  his  capture  was  not  to 
be  achieved  "without  abundant  difficulty. 

For  some  little  time,  it  was  doubtful  what  course 
the  fugitive  meant  to  take ;  for  he  kept  whirling  and 
turning  in  swift  and  sudden  circles,  completely  con- 
fusing and  baffling  his  pursuers,  by  his  skilful  and 
light  evolutions.  But,  soon  tiring  of  this  taunting 
amusement,  or  perhaps  apprehensive  of  exhausting 
his  own  strength,  which  was  powerfully  and  most 
dexterously  exerted,  it  was  not  long  before  he  darted 
off  in  a  perfectly  straight  line,  taking  the  direction 
of  the  "  Rover." 

The  chase  now  grew  hot  and  earnest,  exciting  the 
clamour  and  applause  of  most  of  the  nautical  spec- 
tators. The  result,  for  a  time,  seemed  doxibtful ;  but, 
if  .any  thing,  the  jollj^  boat,  though  some  distance 
astern,  began  to  gain,  as  it  gradually  overcame  the 
resistance  of  the  water.  In  a  very  few  minutes, 
however,  the  skiff  shot  under  the  stern  of  the  other 
ship,  and  disappeared,  bringing  the  hull  of  the  vesse) 
in  a  line  with  the  ^'  Caroline'^  and  its  course.    Tb^ 
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jursuers  were  not  long  in  taking  the  same  direction ; 
1^  then  the  seamen  of  the  latter  ship  began,  laugh- 
ingly, to  climb  the  riggmg,  in  order  to  command  a 
pfurtber  Vie^v,  over  the  intervening  object. 

Nothing,  however,  was  to  be  seen  beyond  but 
water,  and  the  still  more  distant  island,  with  its  little 
fnrt.  '  Ih  a  few  minutes,  the  crew  of  the  jolly  boat 
were  observed  pulling  back  in  their  path,  returning 
slowly,  like  men  who  were  disappointed.  All  crowd- 
ed to  the  side  of  the  ship,  in  order  to  hear  the  ter- 
mination of  the  adventure ;  the  noisy  assemblage 
even  drawing  the  two  passengers  from  the  cabin  to 
the  deck.  Instead,  however,  of  meeting  the  questions 
of  their  shipmates  with  the  usual  wordy  narrative  of 
men  of  their  condition,  the  crew  of  the  boat  wore 
startled  and  bewildered  looks.  Their  officer  sprang 
to  the  deck  without  speaking,  and  immediately  sought 
his  Commander. 

'*  The  skiff  wasi  too  light  for  you,  Mr  Nighthead,'' 
Wilder  calmly  observed,  as  the  other  approached, 
having  never  moved,  himself,  from  the  place  where 
he  had  been  standing  during  the  whole  proceeding. 

"  Too  light,  sir!  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  man 
who  pulled  it  ?" 

"  Not  particularly  well :  I  only  know  him  for  a 
knave." 

"  He  should  be  one,  since  he  is  of  the  family  of 
the  devil !" 

"  I  will  not  take  on  myself  to  say  he  is  as  bad  as 
you  appear  to  think,  though  I  have  little  reason  to 
believe  he  has  any  honesty  to  cast  into  the  sea. 
What  has  become  of  him?" 

"  A~  question  easily  asked,  but  hard  to  answer. 
In  the  first  place,  though  an  old  and  a  gray -headed 
fellow,  he  twitched  his  skiff  along  as  if  it  noated  in 
air.  We  were  not  a  minute,  or  two  at  the  most,  be- 
hind him  ;  but,  when  we  got  on  the  other  side  of  the 
slaver,  boat  and  man  had  vanished  !" 
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^  *^He  doubled  her  bows  while  you  were  cri 
the  stern/' 

"  Did  you  see  him,  then  ?'• 

"  1  confess  we  did  not." 

"  It  could  not  be,  sir ;  since  we  pulled  far  enough 
ahead  to  examine  on  both  sides  at  once ;  besides,  the 
people  of  the  slaver  knew  nodiing  of  him." 

"  You  saw  the  slaver's  people  ?" 

"  I  should  have  said  her  man  ;  for  there  is  seem- 
mAy  but  one  hand  on  board  her." 

"  And  how  was  he  employed  V^ 

"  He  was  seated  in  the  chains,  and  seem''d  to  have 
been  asleep.  It  is  a  lazy  ship,  sir;  and  one  that 
takes  more  money  from  her  owners,  I  fancy,  than  it 
ever  returns  !" 

"  It  may  be  so.  Well,  let  the  rogue  escape.  There 
is  the  prospect  of  a  breeze  coming  in  from  the  ^a, 
Mr  Earing;  we  will  get  our  top-sails  to  the  mast-heads 
again,  and  be  in  readiness.for  it.  I  could  hke  yet  to 
see  the  sun  set  in  the  water." 

The  mates  and  the  crew  went  cheerfully  to  their 
task,  though  many  a  curious  question  was  asked,  by- 
the  wondering  seamen,  of  their  shipmates  who  had 
been  in  the  boat,  and  many  a  solemn  answer. was 
given,  wiiile  they  were  agam  spreading  the  canvas, 
to  invite  the  breeze.  Wilder  turned,  in  the  mean 
time,  to  Mrs  Wyllys,  who  had  been  an  auditof  of 
his  short  conversation  with  the  mate. 

"  You  perceive.  Madam,"  he  said,  "  that  our  voy- 
age does  not  commence  without  its  omens  " 

''  When  you  tell  mc,  inexplicable  young  man,  widi 
the  air  of  singular  sincerity  yon  sometimes  possess, 
that  we  are  unwise  in  trusting  to  the  ocean,'!  am 
half  incHned  to  put  faith  in  what  you  say ;  But  wfaeft 
you  attempt  to  enforce  your  advice  with  tbe  ma- 
chinery of  witchcraft,  you  only  induce  me  to  pro- 
ceed." 

"Man  the  windlass!"  cried  Wilder,  with  a  look. 
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(hat  seeiAed  to  tdl  hii  coitipfttiiiid^s,  If  you  are  so 
stout  of  heart,  the  opportunity  to  show  your  resolu- 
iaon  slmll  i^ot  be  wanting.  ^^  Man  the  windlass  there! 
We  will  try  ithe  breeze  i^in,  and  work  the  ship  into 
the  offing  white  ibere  is  li^t.'^ 

The  datit^Ting  of  handspikes  preceded  the  mari- 
ners'song.  Then  the  heavy  labour,  by  which  the 
ponderous  iron  was  lifted  from  the  bottom,  was 
again  redmned,  and,  in  a  few  more  minutes,  the  ship 
was  once  more  released  from  her  hold  upon  the  kna. 

The  wind  soon  came  fresh  off  the  ocean,  charged 
with  the  saline*  dampness  of  the  element.  As  the 
air  fell  upon  the  distended  and  balanced  sails,  the' 
ship  bowed  to  the  welcome  guest ;  and  then,  rising 
gracefiiUy  from  its  low  inclination,  the  breeze  was 
heard  innging,  through  the  ma2e  of  figging,  the  mu- 
sic that  is  ever  grateful  to  a  seaman's  ear.  The  wel- 
come s6undsv  and  the  fre^ness  of  the  peculiar  air, 
gave  additional  energy  to  the  movements  of  the 
men.  The  anchor  was 'stowed,  the  ship  cast,  the 
lighter  sails  set,  the  courses  had  fallen,  and  the  bows 
of  the  "  Caroline"  were  throwing  the  spray  before 
her,  ere  another  teiv  minutes  had  gone  by. 

Wilder  had  now  undertaken  himself  the  tadk  of 
running  his  vessel  between  the  islands  of  Connanni- 
cwt  and  Rhode.  Fortunately  for  the  heavy  respon- 
sibiUty  he  had  assumed,  the  channel  was  not  diffi- 
cult, and -the  wind  had  veered  so  far  to  the  east  as 
to  give  him  a  favourable  opportunity,  after  making 
a  short  stretch  to  windward,  of  laying  through  in  a 
single  reach.  But  this  stretch  would  bring  him  un- 
der the  necessity  ot  passing  very  near  the  "  Rover," 
or  of  losing  no  small  portion  of  his  Vantage  ground. 
He  did  not  hesitate.  When  the  vessel  was  as  nigh 
the  weather  shore  as  his  busy  lead  told  him  was  pru- 
dent, the  ship  was  tacked,  and  her  head  laid  direct- 
ly towards  the  still  motionless  and  seemingly  unob- 
servant slaver. 

Vol.  I.  T 
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The  approach  of  the  "  Carolifie'^  was  far  more 

Eropitious  than  hefore.  The  wind  was  steady,  and 
er  crew  held  her  in  hand,  as  a  skilful  lider  governs 
the  action  of  a  fiecy  and  mettled  steed.  Still  the 
passage  was  not  made  without  exeitii^  a  hreathless 
mterest  in  every  soul  in  the  Bristol  trader.  Each 
individual  had  his  own  secret  cause  of  curiosity. 
To  the  seamen,  the  strange  ship  hegan  to  he  the  suh- 
iect  of  wonder ;  the  governess,  and  her  ward,  scarce 
knew  the  reasons  of  their  emotions  ;  while  Wilder 
was  hut  too  well  instructed  in  the  nature  of  the 
hazard  that  all  hut  himself  were  running.  As  he- 
fore,  the  man  at  the  wheel  was  ahout  to  indulge  his 
nautical  pride,  by  going  to  windward  ;.but,  althou^ 
^  the  experiment  would  now  have  been  attended  wkh 
'  but  little  hazard,  he  was  commanded  to  proceed  dif- 
ferently. 

"  Pass  the  slaver's  lee-beam,  sir,"  said  Wilder  to 
him,  with  a  gesture  of  authority ;  and  then  the  young 
Captain  went  liimself  to  Tean  on  the  weather-rail, 
like  every  oHier  idler  on  board,  to  examine  the  ob- 
ject they  were  so  fast  approaching.  As  the  "  Caro- 
ine"  came  boldly  up,  seeming  to  bear  the  breeze  be- 
fore her,  the  si^ng  of  the  wind,  as  it  murmured 
through  the  rigging  of  the  stranger,  was  the  only 
sound  that  issued  from  her.  Not  a  single  human 
face,  not  even  a  secret  and  curious  eye,  was  any 
where  to  be  seen.  The  passage  was  of  course  rapid  , 
and,  as  the  two  vessels,  for  an  instant,  lay  with  heads 
and  stems  nearly  equal.  Wilder  thought  it  was  to  be 
made  without  the  slightest  notice  from  the  imaginary 
slaver.  But  he  was  mistaken.  A  light,  active  form, 
in  the  undress  attire  of  a  naval  officer,  sprang  upon 
the  tafirai),  and  waved  a  sea-cap  in  salute.  The  in- 
stant the  fair  hair  was  blowing  aboul  the  coun- 
tenance of  this  individual.  Wilder  recognized  the 
quick,  keen  eye  and  features  of  the  Rover. 
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*  ***  l%ii^  y©a  the  wind  wiH  hoH  here,  sir  ?"  shout- 
ed ihe  latter,  at  the  top  of  his  roice, 

^  It  has  come  in  fresh  enough  to  be  steady,^*  was 
the  answer. 

^^  A,  wise  mariner  would  set  all  his  easting  in  time 
to  me^  there  is  a  smack  of  West-Indies  about  it" 

«*  You  believe  we  shall  have  it  more  at  south  ?" 

*^  I  do :  But  a  taught  bow-line,  for  the  night,  will 
carry  you  dear." 

By  this  time  the  "Caroline", had  swept  by,  and 
•he  was  now  luffing,  across  the  slaver's  bows,  into 
her  course  again.  The  figure  on  the  tafirail  waved 
h^  die  sea-cap  in  adieu,  and  disappeared. 

"  Is  it  possible  that  such  a  man  can  traffic  in  hu- 
man bemgs  P^  exclaimed  Gertrude,  when  the  sounds 
•f  both  voices  had  ceased. 

Receiving  no  reply,  she  turned  quickly,  to  regard 
ber  companion.  The  governess  was  standing  like  a 
being  entranced,  with  her  eyes  looking  on  vacancy ; 
for  they  had  not  changed' their  direction  since  the 
motion  of  the  vessel  had  carried  her  beyond  the 
countenance  of  the  stranger.  As  Gertrude  took  her 
j^ad,  and  repeated  the  question,  the  recollection  of 
Mrs  Wyllys  returned.  Passing  her  own  hand  over 
her  brow,  witii  a  bewildered  air,  she  forced  a  smile, 
as  she  said, — 

"  The  meeting  of  vessels,  or  the  renewal  of  any 
maritime  experience,  never  fails  to  revive  my  earli- 
est recollections,  love.  But  surely  that  was  an  ex- 
tiaordinary  beii^,  who  has  at  length  shown  himself 
in  the  slaver  P 

**  For  a  slaver,  most  extraordinary !" 

Wj^lys  leaned  her  head  on  her  hand  for  an  instant^ 
and  then  turned  to  seek  the  person  of  Wilder.  The 
young  mariner  was  standing  near,  studying  the  ex- 

Rression  of  her  countenance,  with  an  interest  scarce- 
/  less  remarkable  than  her  own  air  of  thought. 


"  Tell  m^yjoMvg  mmti^  ym^  ifttfirfdjiri  Ae 

CJommander  of  tbq  slaver?"  :  ^ 

"He  18.''  , 

*'  You  know  him  ?"  - 

"  W^  hare  met" 

"  And  he  is  called"  > .  - 

^^  The  Master  oi'  ypn  ship.  I  koi^w  9^  l^O^r*  name." 
"  Gertrude,  we  \^ill  s^ek  our  ^bia,    Wbi^n  Ae 
land  is  leaving  us,  Mr  Wilder  will  havie  the  (gPfxioeift 
to  let  us  know.'* 

The  latter  ho  wed  his  assent,  and  the  ladi^  then 
left  the  deck.  The  "  Caroline"  h^d. noyv  ^eprofrt 
pect  of  getti^iig  speedily  to  sea^  In  oj^der  to  efifeel 
this  object,  Wilder  had  every  thiAg,  tibat  w^rald 
draw,  set  to. the  utmost  advants^e.  Chie  buiidred 
times,  at  least,  however,  did  be  ti^m  .bis  /heitd,  tfk 
steal  a  look  at  the  vessel  he  had  left  b^biod^  She 
ever  lay  as  when  they  passed-^a  regjiiJai:,  l^atifiil, 
but  motionless  object,  in  th^  Jb^y^  FroRi  ench  ^t 
these  furtive  exammation^,  our  adventurer  invaiiably^ 
cast  an  excited  and  impatient  glam^  %t  the  sails  o£ 
his  own  ship ;  ordering  this  to  be  dra^^'n  tighter  tot 
the  spar  beneath,  or  that  to  be  i9<Ke  4i&tended  ^Jb^og 
its  mast. 

The  effect  of  so  much  solicitudes  Qi^ited  wj^  q^^ 
much  skill,  was  to  urge  the  Bristol  trader  thnHJ^l. 
her  element  at  a  rate  ^he  had  r^r^y ,  if  ev^r^  eiirpass- 
ed.  It  was  not  long  befqre.  ft^  imi  ceswed  to  be 
seen  on  her  two  beards,  ap4  then  it  wmmlyM  hgk^ 
traced  in  the  blue  isl?indp  in  tt)^  rej»r,  <>r  in  ft  longb^ 
dim  horizon,  to  the  north  and  west,  wh^f9 ,1^ -Uim 
its  of  the  vast  Qonti^ae^t  s^i}^tiQbe,s  fc^t  ftOH^ess 
leagues.  The  passenger?  wer^  now  summoned  to 
take  their  parting  look  at  the  land,  and  the  officeiv^ 
were  seen  noting  their  departures.  Jiist  bve^re  the 
day  shut  in,  ai^d  ere  the  inlands  wer^^  ^tirely  sunk 
into  the  waves.  Wilder  j^sc€^i;i4j^d  to  an  upper  yard,; 


THE   RED   ROVER*  ^22) 

bearing  in  hit  hand  a  glass.  His  gaze,  towards  the 
haven  be  had  left,  was  long,  anxious,  and  abstracted. 
But  his  descent  was  distinguished  by  a  more  quiet 
eye,  and  a  calmer  mien.  A  smile,  like  that  of  suc- 
cess, played  about  his  lips ;  and  h^  gave  his  orders 
clearly,  in  a  cheerful,  encouraging  voice.  They 
were  obeyed  as  briskly.  The  elder  mariners  pointed 
to  the  seas,  as  they  cut  through  them,  and  affirmed 
Hiat  never  had  the  *'  Caroline"  made  such  progress. 
The  mates  cast  the  log,  and  nodded  their  approba-' 
4ion,  as  one  announced  to  the  other  the  unwonted 
speed  of  .4iie  ship.  In  short,  content  and  hilarity 
reigi^d  on  board ;  for  it  was  deemed  that  their  pas- 
sage was  commenced  under  such  auspices  as  would 
fcad  it  to  a  speedy  and  a  prosperous  termination.  In 
tile  midst  of  these  encouraging  omens,  the  sun  dipped- 
tnto  the  sea,  illuming,  as  it  fell,  a  wide  reach  of  the 
chiJl  and  gloomy  element.  Then  the  shades  of  the 
hour  began  to  gather  over  the  vast  surface  of  the 
illimitable  waste. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

^  So  fool  and  fair  a  day  I  have  not  %een,'"-'-Machelh. 

The  first  watch  of  the  night  was  marked  by  no 
change.  Wilder  had  joined  his  passengers,  cheerful, 
and  with  that  air  of  enjoyment  which  every  officer 
of  the  sea  is  more  or  less  wont  to  exhibit,  when  he 
has  disengaged  his  vessel  from  the  dangers  of  the  land, 
and  has  fairly  launched  heron  the  trackless  and  fath- 
omless ^byss  of  the  ocean.  He  no  longer  alluded 
to  the  hazards  of  the  passage,  buf^' strove,  by  the 
thousand  nameless  assiduities  which  his  station  en- 
abled him  to  manifest,  to  expel  all  recollection  of 
what  had  passed  fjsom^tbeir  miads,  Mrs  Wyllys  lead 
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herself  to  hi?  evident  effprte  loTfemoIrt  Aetr *f pgB^ 
hensions ;  and  one,  ignorant  (^  what  bad  «eQtirr«l 
between  them,  would  have  thought  the  Itttfe  partyi, 
around  the  evening's  repast,  wais  a  contented  and 
unsuspecting  group  of  travellers,  who  had  commeac^ 
ed  their  enterprise  under  the  happiest  auguries. 

Still  there  was  that,  in  the  thou^tful  eye  and 
clouded  brow  of  Ihe  governess.,  as  at  tines  ^e  turn* 
ed  her  bewildered  look  on  our  adventurer,  wfai€^ 
denoted  a  mind  far  from  being  at  ease.  She  lissteoed  - 
to  the  gay  and  peculiar,  because  professienal,  sallies 
of  the  young  mariner,  with  smiles  that  were  ind«il- 
gent,  while  the^  were  melanchcdy,  as  thou^  his 
youthful  spirits,  exhibited  as  they  were  by  touches 
of  a  humour  that  was  thoroughly  and  quaintly  nao^ 
tical,  recalled  familiar,  but  sad,  images  to  her  fancy; 
Gertrude  had  less  alloy  ki  her  pleasure.  Home,  with 
a  beloved  and  indulgent  father,  were  before  her; 
and  she  felt,  while  the  ship  yielded  to  each  fresh  im^ 
pulse  of  the  wind,  as  if  another  of  those  weary  mile&, 
which  had  so  long  separated  them,  was  already  con- 
quered. 

During  these  short  but  pleasant  hours,  the  adven- 
turer, who  had  been  so  oddty  caHed  into  the  com- 
mand of  the  Bristol  trader,  appeared  in  a  new  char- 
acter. Though  his  conversation  was  characterized 
by  the  frank  manliness  of  a  seaman,  it  was,  never- 
theless, tempered  by  the  delicacy  of  perfect  breeding. 
The  beautiful  mouth  of  Gertrude  often  struggled  to 
conceal  the  smiles  which  played  around  her  lips  9asA 
dimpled  her  cheeks,  like  a  soft  air  ruffling  the  surface 
of  some  limpid  spring ;  and  once  or  twice,  when  the 
humour  of  Wilder  came  unexpectedly  across  her 
youthful  fancy,  she  w^as  compelled  to  yield  to  the  im- 
pulses of  an  irilteistible  merriment. 

One  hour  of  die  free  intercourse  of  aship  can  do 
firioFe  towards  soflseniog  the  pold  exterior  in;  wfaicb 
tbft  world  en^Eiista  -Ibe  hest  iif  <lMMir>ftn  fWlififlrft,  ^haaa 
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»t»«d»oo^  tlie^iiiiiiieMiDg  ^eveinoiiies  of  Che  land. 
He  who  has  not  fell  tifiia  truth,  would  do  well  to  dis- 
trust his  own  companicMiahle  quahtied.  It  would  seem 
that  man,  when  he  finds  himself  in  the  solitude  of 
the  ocean,  feels  the  deepest  how  o^eat  is  hi»  depend- 
ancj  on  others  for  happiness.     Then  it  is  that  he 
yields  to  sentiments  with  which  he  tiifled,  in  the 
iv^^omiess  of  abundance,  and  is  glad  to  seek  relief 
in  the  sympathies  of  his  kind.    A  community  of  haz- 
ard makes  a  community  of  interest,  whether  person 
or  property  composes  the  stake.     Perhaps  a  meta- 
physical, and  a  too  literal,  reasoner  might  add,  that, 
as  in  such  situations  each  one  is  conscious  the  con- 
idition  ;and  fortunes  of  his  neighbour  are  the  mere 
indexes  of  his  own,  they  acquire  value  in  his  eyes 
from  their  affinity  to  himself.     If  this  conclusion  be 
true,  Providence  has  happily  so  constituted  the  best 
jof  the  species,  that  the  sordid  feeling  is  too  latent  to 
be  discovered ;  and  least  of  all  was  any  one  of  the 
three,  who  passed  the  first  hours  of  the  n^ht  around 
the  cabin  table  of  the  "Royal  Caroline,"  to  be  in- 
cluded in  so  selfish  a  class.     The  nature  of  the  in- 
-  tercourse,  wliich  had  rendered  the  first  hours  of  their 
acquaintance  so  singalarly  equivocal,  appeared  to  be^ 
forgotten  in  the  freedom  of  the  moment ;  or,  if  it^ 
were  remembered  at  all,  it  merely  served  to  give  the 
young  seaman  additional  interest  in  the  eyes  of  the 
fema^s,  as  much  by  the  mystery  of  the  circumstances 
as  by  the  evident  concern  he  had  manifested  in  their 
behalf. 

The  bell  had  struck  eight ;  and  the  hoarse  long- 
drawn  call,  which  summoned  the  sleepers  to  the 
deck,  was  heard,  before  either  of  the  party  seemed 
aware  of  the  lateness  of  the  hour. 

**  It  is  the  middle  watch,"  said  Wilder,  smiling  as 

.he  observed  that  Gertrude  started  at  the  strange 

sounds,  and  sat  listening,  like  a  timid  doe  that  catch- 

.fift  ih^  uptg  of.  4ha  hmiter?s  Mm.    ^  We  seiimeQ  are 
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not  alwayft  muaical,  as  you  may  judge  bjr  ttie  stndm 
of  the  spokesman  on  tUs  occasion.  There  are, 
however,  ears  in  the  ship  to  whom  his  notes  are  even 
more  discordant  than  to  your  own." 

"  You  mean  the  sleepers  ?''  said  Mrs  Wyllys. 

"  I  mean  the  watch  below.  There  is  nothing  so 
sweet  to  the  foremast  mariner  as  his  sleep ;  for  it  is 
the  most  precarious  of  all  b^s  enjoyments :  on  the 
other  hand,  perhaps,  it  is  the  most  treacherous  cooi* 
panion  the  Commander  knows.'' 

"  And  why  is  the  rest  of  the  superior  so  much  leas 
grateful  than  that  of  the  common  man  7" 

"  Because  he  pillows  his  head  on  responsibility.'' 

"  You  are  young,  Mr  Wilder,  for  a  trust  like  this 
you  bear." 

"  It  is  a  service  which  makes  us  all  prematurely 
old." 

"  Then,  why  not  quit  it  ?"  said  Gertrude,  a  little 

hastily. 

"  Quit  it !"  he  replied,  gazing  at  her  intently,  for 
^  an  instant,  while  he  suspended  his  reply.  *'  It  would 
be  to  me  like  quitting  the  air  we  breathe." 

"  Have  you  so  long  been  devoted  to  your  profes- 
sion ?"  resumed  Mrs  Wyllys,  bending  her  thought- 
ful eye,  from  the  ingenuous  countenance  of  her 
pupil,  once  more  towards  the  features  of  him  she 
addressed. 

"  1  have  reason  to  think  I  was  bom  on  the  sea." 

"  Think !  You  surely  know  your  birth-place." 

"  We  are  all  of  us  dependant  on  the  testimony  of 
others,"  said  Wilder,  smiling,  "for  the  account  of 
that  important  event.  My.  earliest  recollections  ajre 
blended  with  the  sight  of  the  ocean,  and  I  can  hardly 
say  that  I  am  a  creature  of  the  land  at  all."" 

"  You  have,  at  least,  been  fortunate  in  those  who 
have  had  the  charge  to  watch  over  your  education, 
and  your  younger  days." 

"I  have !"  be  a^^wered,  with  stnmg  empbasii. 
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Then,  after  shudiilg  iAs  face  am  instant  with  his 
hands,  he  arose,  and  added,  with  a  melancholy 
smile :  "  And  now  to  my  last  duty  for  the  twenty 
four  hours.  Have  you  a  disposition  to  look  at  thei 
night?  So  skilful  and  so  stout  a  sailor  should  not 
seek  her  hirdi,  without  passing  an  opinion  on  the 
weather." 

The  goiverneas  took  bis  offered  arm,  and,  with  his 
aid,  ascended  the  stairs  of  the  cabin  in  silence,  each 
seemingly  finding  sufficient  employment  in  medita* 
tion.  She  was  followed  by  the  more  youthful,  and 
tlierefore  more  active  Gertrude,  who  jomed  them, 
ajt  ittey  stood  together,  on  the  weather  side  of  the 
quarter-deck. 

The  night  was  rather  misty  than  dark.  A  full  and 
bright  moon  had  arisen;  but  it  pursued  its  path,< 
through  the  heavens,  behind  a  body  of  dusky  clouds, 
that  was  much  too  dense  for  any  borrowed  rays  to 
penetrate.  Here  and  there,  a  stra^ling  gleam  ap- 
peared to  find  ite  way  through  a  covering  of  vapour 
less  dense  than  the  rest,  and  fell  upon  the  water  like 
the  dim  illumination  of  a  distant  ^aper.  As  the  wind 
was  fresh  and  easterly,  the  sea  seemed  to  throw  up- 
ward, from  its  agitated  surface,  more  Hght  than  it  re- 
C!»Ted  ^  long  lines  of  white,  glittering  foam  follow- 
ing each  other,  and  lending,  at  moments,  a  distinct- 
Bess  to  the  surface  of  the  waters,  that  the  heavens 
themselves  wanted.  The  ship  was  bowed  low  on 
its  side ;  and,  as  it  entered  each  rolling  swell  of  the 
ocean,  a  wide  crescent  of  foam  was  driven  ahead, 
93  if  the  element  gambolled  along  its  path.  But, 
though  the  time  was  propitious,  the  wind  not  abso- 
lutely adverse^  and  the  heavens  rather  gloomy  than 
tibreatehing,  an  ttncertaidi  (and,  to  a  landsman,  it 
a»|^t  seem  an  unnahiral)  light  gave  to  the  view  a 
character  of  .the  wildest  loneliness. 

Gertrude  ahuddeoed,  on  reaching  the  declr,  while 
dlf  ^"^'^'^"^^JF^  an  jia^pfQsaion  of  sitiange  ddiglxt 
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Eren  Mrs  Wyllys  gazed  upon  the  dark  waves,  ikail 
were  heaving  and  setting  in  the  horizon,  around 
which  was  shed  most  of  that  radiance  that  seemed 
80  supernatural,  with  a  deep  conviction  that  she  was 
now  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Being  who  had 
created  the  waters  and  the  land«  But  Wilder  look- 
ed upon  the  scene  as  one  fastens  his  gaze  on  a  placid 
sky.  To  him  the  view  possessed  neither  novelfy, 
nor  dread,  nor  charm.  Not  so,  however,  with  his 
more  youthful  and  sKghtly  enthusiastic  companion. 
Afler  the  first  sensations  of  awe  had  a  Httle  subsided, 
she  exclaimed,  in  the  fullest  ardour  of  admiration, — 

"  One  such  sight  would  repay  a  month  of  impris- 
onment in  a  ship  !  You  must  find  deep  enjoyn  ent 
in  these  scenes,  Mr  Wilder ;  you,  who  have  tJ  em 
always  at  (fommand." 

•  "  Yes,  yes  ;  there  is  pleasure  to  be  found  in  them, 
without  doubt.  I  would  that  the  wind  had  veered 
a  point  or  two  !  I  like  not  that  skyv  nor  yonder  mis- 
ty horizon,  nor  this  breeze  hanging  so  dead  at  east." 

"  The  vessel  makes  great  progress,"  returned  Mrs 
Wyllys,  calmly,  observing  that  the  young  man  spoke 
without  consciousness,  and  fearing  the  effect  of  his 
words  on  the  mind  of  her  pupil.  "  If  we  are  going 
on  our  course,  there  is  the  appearance .  of  a  quick 
and  prosperous  passage."  • 

"  True !"  exclaimed  Wilder,  as  though  he  had  just 
Decome  conscious  of  her  presence.  '*  Quite  proba- 
ble, and  very  true.  Mr  Earing,  the  air  is  getting  too 
oeavy  for  that  duck.  Hand  all  your  topi-gallant  sails, 
and  haul  the  ship  up  closer.  Should  the  wind  hai^ 
here  at  east-with-southing,  we  may  want  what  ofiing 
we  can  get." 

The  mate  replied  in  the  prompt  and  obedient 
manner  which  seamen  use  to  their  superiors  ;  and, 
after  scanning  the  signs  of  the  weather  for  a  moment, 
he  promptly  proceeded  to  see  the  order  executed. 
While  the  men  were  on  the  yards  furling  the  li|^t 


THS  REIK  ROVER* 


-     227 


ivaet,  the  females  walked  apart,  leaving  the  young 
»ramander  to  the  uninterrupted  discharge  of  his 
itj.  But  Wilder,  so  far  from  deeming  it  necessary 
lend  his  attention  to  so  ordinary  a  service,  the  mo- 
ment after  he  had  spoken,  seemed  perfectly  uncoa- 
jous  that  the  mandate  had  issued  from  his  mouth. 
iHe  stood  on  the  precise  spot  where  the  view  of  the 
ocean  and  the  heavens  had  first  caught  his  eye,  and 
his  gaze  still  continued  fastened  on  the  aspect  of  the 
two  elements.  His  look  was  always  in  the  direction 
of  the  wind,  which,  though  far  from  a  gale,  often 
fell  upon  the  sails  of  the  ship  in  heavy  and  sullen 
puffs.  After  a  long  and  anxious  examination,  the 
young  mariner  muttered  his  thoughts  to  himself,  and 
commenced  pacing  the  deck  with  rapid  footsteps. 
Still  he  would  make  sudden  and  short  pauses,  and 
again  rivet  his  gaze  on  the  point  of  the  compass 
whence  the  blasts  came  sweeping  across  the  waste^ 
of  waters ;  as  though  he  distrusted  the  weather,  and 
would  fain  cause  his  keen  glance  to  penetrate  the 
gloom  of  night,  in  order  to  relieve  some  painful 
doubts.  At  length  his  step  became  arrested,  in  one 
of  those  quick  turns  that  he  made  at  each  end  of  h . 
narrow  walk.  Mrs  Wyllys  and  Gertrude  stood  nigh, 
and  were  enabled  to  read  something  of  the  anxious 
character  of  his  countenance,  as  his  eye  became 
suddenly  fastened  on  a  distant  point  of  the  ocean, 
though  in  a  quarter  exactly  opposite  to  that  whither 
his  former  looks  had  been  directed. 

"  Do  you  so  much  distrust  the  weather  ?"-  asked 

the  governess,  when  she  thought  his  examination 

had  endured  loQg  enough  to  become  ominous  of  evil. 

^  One  looks  not  ^to  leeward  for  the  signs  of  the 

weather,  in  a  breeze  like  this,^^  was  the  answer. 

"  What  see  ybu,  then,  to  fasten  your  eye  on  thus 
intently?" 

Wilder  slowly  raised  his  arm,  and  was  about  u 


/' 


point  wi^  hk  finger,  whfen  Ib^  lin^b  stiddeidy  feK 


again. 


'*  It  was  delusion  V*  *he  muttered,  turning  quickly 
on  his  heel,  and  pacing  the  deck  stil)  more  rapidly 
than  et^er. 

His  companions  watdied  Hie  eitraordinary,  and 
apparently  ui^onscious,  movements  of  the  youiig 
Commander,  with  amazement,  and  not  wi&out  tf 
little  secret  dismay.  Their  own  looks  wandered 
over  the  expanse  of  troubled  water  tc^  leeward,  but' 
nowhere  cou^d  they  see  more  than  the  tossing  ele^ 
ment,  capped  with  those  ridges  of  garish  foam  vs^hich 
served  only  to  make  the  chilling  waste  more  di-eary 
and  imposing.  ' 

"  We  see  nothing,"  said  Gertrude,  when  Wilder 
again  stopped  in  his  walk,  and  once  more  gazed,  W 
before,  on  the  seeming  void. 

"  Look  !"  he  answered,  directing  their  eyes  v^ith 
his  finger :  "  Is  there  nothing  there  V^ 

"Nothing." 

"  You  look  into  the  sea.  Here,  just  where  the  hea- 
vens and  the  waters  meet ;  along  that  streak  of  nristy 
light,  into  which  the  waves  are  tossing  themselves, 
like  little  hillocks  on  the  land.  There ;  rtow  ^s 
smooth  again,  and  my  eyes  did  not  deceive  me.  By 
heavens,  it  is  a  ship  !" 

"  Sail,  ho !"  shouted  a  voice,  from  out  atop,  \^ich 
sounded  in  the  ears  of  our  adventurer  like  the 
croaking  of  some  sinister  spirit,  sweeping  across  the 
deep. 

Whereaway  ?"  was  the  stern  demand. 
Here  on  our  lee-quarter,  sir,"  returned  the  sea- 
man, at  the  top  of  his  voice.    *'  I  make  her  out  a 
ship  close-haoled ;  but,  for  an  hour  past,  &he  h^a' 
looked  more  like  mist  than  a  vessel." 

"Ay,  he  is  right,"  muttered  Wilder;  "and  yfet 
'tis  a  strange  thing  that  a  ship  should  be  just  there." 
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**  And  why  stranger  tiban  that  we  are  here?" 

"  Why !"  said  the  young  man,  r^arding  Mrs 
Wyllys,  who  had  put  this  question,  with  a  perfectly 
unconscious  eye.  "  I  say,  'tis  strange  she  should  be 
there.     I  would  she  were  steering  northward." 

^'  But  you  give  no  jreason.  Are  we  always  to  have 
warnings  from  you,"  she  continued,  with  a  smile, 
"  without  reasons  ?  Do  you  deem  us  so  utterly  un- 
worthy of  a  reason  ?  or  do  you  think  us  incapable 
of  thought  on  a  subject  connected  with  the  sea? 
You  have  failed  to  make  the  essay,  and  are  too  quick 
to  decide.  Try  us  this  once.  We  may  possibly  de- 
ceive your  expectations." 

.  Wilder  laughed  faintly,  and  bowed,  as  if  he  re- 
collected himself.  Still  be  entered  into  no  explana- 
tion ;  but  again  turned  his  gaze  on  the  quarter  of  the 
oeean  where  the  strange  sail  was  said  to  be.  The 
females  followed  his  example,  but  ever  with  the 
same  want  of  success.  As  Gertrude  expressed  her 
disappointment  aloud,  the  soft  tones  of  the  com- 
plainant found  their  way  to  the  ears  of  our  adven- 
turer. 

"  You  see  the  streak  of  dim  light,"  he  said,  again 
pointing  across  the  waste.  "  The  clouds  have  lifted 
a  little  there,  but  the  spray  of  the  sea  is  floating  be- 
tween us  and  the  openmg.  Her  spars  look  like  the 
delicate  work  of  a  spider,  against  the  sky,  and  yet 
you  see  there  are  all  the  proportions,  with  the  three 
masts,  of  a  noble  ship." 

Aided  by  these  minute  directions,  Gertrude  at 
length  caught  a  glimpse  of  the  faint  object,  and  soon 
succeeded  in  giving  the  true  direction  to  the  look  6f 
her  governess  also.  Nothing  was  visible  but  the  dim 
outline,  not  unaptiy  described  by  Wilder  himself  as 
resembling  a  spider's  web. 

'*  It  must  be  a  ship  I"  said  Mrs  Wyllys  5  "  but  at  a 
vast  distance," 

Vol .  I.  t 
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''  Hum !  Would  it  tv«fe  fiifther.  I  could  wislintait 
vessel  any  where  but  there/' 

"  Aim!  why  uot  there  T  Have  you  rcuscm  to  dread 
an  enemy  has  been  waitmg  for  us  in  Ous  particular 
spot?" 

"  No :  Still  I  like  not  her  position.  Would  to  God 
she  were  going  ^orth !" 

"  It  is  some  vessel  from  the  port  of  New  York, 
steering  to  his  Majesty^s  islands  in  the  Caribbean 


sea." 
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Not  so,"  said  Wilder,,  shaking  his  head ;  "  no 
vessel,  from  under  the  he^tits  of  Never-sink,  could 
gain  that  offing  with  a  wind  like  this  1" 

*■*■  It  is  then  some  ship  going  into  the  same  place, 
or  perhaps  bound  for  one  of  die  bays  of  the  Middle 
Colonies  !" 

"  Her  road  would  be  too  plain  to  be  mistaken. 
See ;  the  stranger  is  close  upon  a  wind." 

"  It  may  be  a  trader,  or  a  cruiser  coming  yrom- 
one  of  the  places  1  have  named." 

"  Neither.  The  wind  has  had  too  much  nortliing,' 
the  last  two  days,  for  that." 

^^  It  is  a  vessel  that  we  have  overtaken,  and  which 
has  come  out  of  tlie  waters  of  Long  Island  Sounds" 

"  That,  indeed,  may  we  yet  hope,"  muttered  Wil- 
der, in  a  smothered  voice. 

The  governess,  who  had  put  the  foregoing  ques* 
tions,  in  order  to  extract  from  the  ComnMinder  of  ^ 
the  "  Caroline"  the  information  he  so  pertinaciously 
withheM,  had  now  exhausted  all  her  own  knowp 
ledge  on  the  subject,  and  was  compelled  to  await  his 
further  pleasure  in  the  matter,  ^r  resort  to  the  less 
equivocal  means  of  direct  interrelation*     But  the 
busy  state  of  Wilder's  thoughts  left  her  no  immOdi* 
ate  opportunity  to  pursue  the  subject.  He  soon  sum- 
moned the  officer  of  die  watch  to  his  councils,  and 
they  consulted  together,  apart,  for  many  minutes 
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'Jife^  b^i^ j^  but  Sa^  fr^m  qoiek  vnitted,  seaman  who 
filled  the  second  sta^kni  in  the  ship  ^w  nothing  sa 
remarkable  in  the  appearance  of  a  Grange  sail,  in 
the  precise  spot  where  tlie  dim  and  nearly  aerial^ 
i^iage  of  the  unknown  vessel  was  still  visible ;  nor 
did  he  hesitate  to  pronounce  her  some  hon^t  trader, 
beat,  like  themselves,  on  her  purpose  of  lawful 
dommeree.  It  would  seem  that  liis  Commander 
thought  otherwise,  as  will  appear  by  the  short  dia- 
logue that  passed  between  tbeno. 

"  Is  it  not  extraordinary  that  she  should  be  just 
there  ?"  dematided  WiWer,^  after  they  had^  each  in 
tiirn,tnade  a  closer  examination  of  the  faint  object, 
by  the  aid  of  an  excellent  night-glass. 

"  She  would  be  better  off,  here,"  returned  the  lit- 
eral seaman,  who  only  had  an  eye  for  the  nautical 
situation; of  the  stranger;  "and  we  should  be  none 
the  worse  for  being  a  dozen  league  more  to  the 
^stward,  ourselves.  If  the  wind  balds  here  at  east- 
by-south-halfTSOuth,  we  shall  have  need  of  all  that 
offing.  I  got  jammed  once  between  Hattera?  and 
the  Gulf^'— 

"  But,  do  yo«  not  .perceiv.e  that  she  is  where  no 
vessel  could  or  ought  to  be,  unless  she  has  run  ex^ 
a<Dtly  the  same  course  with  ourselves  ?"  interrupted 
Wilder.  "  Nothing,  from  any  harbour  south  of  New 
York,  could  have  such  northing,  as  the  wind  has 
been;  while  nothing,  from  the  Colony  of  York 
would  stand  on  this  tack,  if  bound  east ;  or  would  6e 
h|re,  if  going  southward." 

^  The  plain^oing  ideas  of  the  honest  mate  were 
o^nlo  a  reasoning  which  the  reader  may  find  a  lit- 
tle olScure;  for  his  mind  contained  a  sort  of  chart 
of  the  ocean,  to  which  he  could  at  any  time  refei,, 
with  a  proper  discrimination  between  the  various 
\yiiids^  and  all  the  different  points  of  the  compass. 
When  properly  directed,  he  was  not  slow  to  see,  as 
a  fparioftTf  tkm  prob^ibr  jiisttiec  of  his  y^ng.  Com- 
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'roander^s  infer^nctssr ;  and  thai  wofidervu)^  its  tunii 
began  to  take  possession  of  his  more  obtuse  faculties. 

*'*'  It  is  downright  unftatural,  truly^  that  the  fellow 
should  be  there  !^^  he  replied^  shaking  his  head,  bat 
-meaning  no  more  than  that  it  was  entirely  out  of  the 
order  of  nautical  propriety ;  ^'  I  sec  the  philosophy 
of  what  you  say,  Captain  Wilder;  and  Jittle  do  I 
know  how  to  explain  it.  It  is  a  ship,  to  a  mortal 
certainty!"  - 

^^  Of  that  there  is  no  doubt  But  a  ship  most 
strangely  placed  P' 

"  I  doubled  the  Good-Hope  in.theyear  '46,"  con* 
tinned  the  other^  ^*  and  saw  a  vessel  lying,  as  it  might 
be,  here,  on  our  weather-bow — which  is  just  oppo* 
site  to  this  fellow,  since  he  is  on  our  lee-quarter — 
but  there  I  saw  a  ship  standing  for  an  hour  across 
our  fore-foot,  and  ye!t,  though  we  set  the  azimuth, 
not  a  degree  did  he  budge,  starboard  or  larboard, 
during  all  that  time,  which,  as  it  was  heavy  weather, 
was,  to  say  the  least,  something  out  of  the  common 
orderr' 

"  It  was  remarkable !"  returned  Wilder,  with  an 
air  so  vacant,  as  to  prove  that  he  ralher  communed 
with  himself  than  attended  to  his  companion. . 

"There  are  mariners  who  say  tlmt  the  flying- 
Dutchman  cruises  off  that  Cape,  and  that  he  often 
gets  on  the  weather  side  of  a  stranger,  and  bears 
down  upon  him,  like  a  ship  about  to  lay  him  aboard. 
Many  is  the  King's  cruiser,  as  they  say,  that  has 
turned  her  hands  up  from  a  sweet  sleep,  when  the- 
look-outs  have  seen  a  double  decker  coming  down 
in  the  night,  with  ports  qp,  and  batteries  ]id|ted; 
but  then  this  can't  be  any  such  craft  as  thej^tch- 
man,  since  she  is,  at  the  most,  no  more  than  a  lai^e 
sloop  of  war,  if  a  cruiser  at  all." 

"No,  no,"  said  Wilder,  "this  can  nev^rbethe 
Dutchman." 
-  t^t^on  vc^s^l  shows  no  lighta;  and,  for  that  mat- 
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St^»tidi!  iU  being  k  ship  at  aQ.  Then,  again,  the 
utchman  is  always  seen  to  wmdwani,  and  the 
itrange  sail  we  have  here  lies  broad  upon  our  lee- 
qnarter!'' 

*^-it  is  no  Dutchman,"  said  Wilder,  drawing  a  long 
breath,  like  a  man  awaking  from  a  trance.     ^  Main 
tojimast-cross-tfees,  there  !" 

The  mail  who  was  stationed  aloft  answered  to 
this  hail  in  th^  Customary  manner,  the  short  conver- 
sation that  ^Gceeded  being  necessarily  maintained 
in  shouts,  nither  than  in  speeches. 

"  How  long  have  you  seen  the  stranger  ?"  was  the 
first  demand  of  Wilder. 

"I  have  just  come  aloft,  sir ;  but  the  man  1  reliev- 
ed tells  me  more  than  an  hour." 

"  And  has  the  man  you  relieved  come  down  ?  or 
what  is  that  I  see  sitting  on  the  lee  side  of  the  mast- 
head ?" 

"  'Tis  Bob  Brace,  sir;  who  says  he  cannot  sleep, 
and  so  he  stays  upon  the  yard  to  keep  me  com- 
pany." 

"Send  the  man  down.     I  would  speak  to  him." 

While  the  wakefol  seaman  was  descending  the 
rigging,  the  two  officers  continued  silent,  each  seem- 
ing to  find  sufficient  occupation  in  musing  on  what 
had  already  passed. 

"  And  why  are  you  not  in  your  hammock  ?"  said 
Wilder,  a  little  sternly,  to  the  man  who,  in  obedience 
to  his  order,  had  descended  to  the  quarter-deck. 

"I  am  not  sleep-bound,  your  Honour,  and  there- 
fore I  had  the  mind  to  pass  another  hour  aloft." 

"  And  why  are  you,  who  have  two  night-watches 
te>  keep  already,  so  willing  to  enlist  in  a  third  ?" 

**  To  own  the  truth,  sir,  my  mind  has  been  a  little, 
misgiving  about  this  passage,  since  the  moment  we 
lifted  oqr  anchor." 

.  '.-tfin  Willys  Mid  Gertrude,  who  were  auditors,  ia» 
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sensibly  direw  oigher,  to^iistea,  wkli^^  spedieft'df  ri 
terest  which  betrayed  itself  by  the  thriUix^  of  nenre»t 
and  an  accelerated  movement  of  the  pidsQ«  ^ 

"  And  you  have  yoiir  doubts^  ^irl"  exclaimed  the 
.  Captain,  in  a  tone*  of  slight  contempt     "  Pi^y^  may 
I  ask  v^hat  you  have  seen,  on  board  here,  to  make 
you  distrust  the  ship." 

'^No  harm  in  asking,  your  Honour,"  returned  the 
seanian,  crushing  the  b^t  he  held  between  two  hands 
that  had  a  g^ipfe  like  a  couple  of  vices,  "  and  so  I 
hope  there  is  none  in  answering.  I. pulled  an  oar 
in  the  boat  after  the  old  man  this  morning,  and  I 
caqnot  say  I  like  the  manner  in  which  he  got  from 
the  chase.  Then,  there  is  something  in  the  ship  to 
leeward  that  comes  athwart  my  fancy  like  a  drag, 
and  I  confess,  your  Honour,  that  I  should  make  but 
little  headway  in  a  nap,  though  1  should  try  the 
swing  of  a  hammock." 

"  How  long  is  it  since  you  made  the  ship  to  lee? 
ward?"  gravely  demanded  Wilder. 

"  I  will  not  swear  that  a  real  living  ship  has  been 
made  out  at  all,  sir.  Something  I  did  see,  just  be- 
fore the,  bell  struck  seven,  and  there  it  is,  ju€t  as 
clear  and  just  as  dim,  to  be  seen  now  by  them  that 
have  good  eyes." 

"  And  how  did  she  bear  when  you  first  saw  her  V^ 

"Two  or  three  points  more  toward  the  beam 
than  it  is  now." 

"  Then  we  are  passing  her !"  exclaimed  Wilder^ 
with  a  pleasure  too  evident  to  be  concealed. 

*'  No,  your  Honour,  no.  You  forget,  sir,  the  ship 
}ias  come  closer  to  the  wind  sinCe  the  middle  watch 
was  set."  - 

"  True,"  returned   his  young  Commander,  in  a 

tone  of  disappointment ;  "true,  very  tnic.    And  her 

"bearing  has  not  changed  since  you  first  made  her  ?" 

"  Not  by  compass,  sir.  It  is  a  quick  boat  that,  or 
it  would  pever  Jiald  such  way  >y.ith  tjic  *  R^al 


♦  .-»• 


jGayrdliHe,^  sM  tllcit  tod  u{k>ii  a  fttifieneS  bow-Ime, 
which  eyery-  body  knows  is  the  real  play  of  this 

"  Go,  get  you  to  your>  hammock.  In  the  morning 
we  may  have  a  better  look  at  the  fellow." 

"And — you  hear  me,  sir,"  added  the  attentive 
mate,  "  do  not  ke^p  the  men's  eyes  open  below,  with 
U  tale  as  long  as  the  short  cable,  but  take  your  own 
natural  rest,  and  leave  all  others,  that  haVe  clear 
consciences,  to  do  the  same," 

"  Mr  Earing,"  said  Wilder,  as  the  seaman  reluc- 
feuitly  proceeded  towards  his  place  of  rest^  "we 
wiU  bring  the  ship  upon  the  other  tack,  and  get 
more  easting,  while  tne  land  is  .so  far  from  us. 
This  course  will  be  setting  us  uppn  Hatteras.  Be- 
sides"—— 

'^  Yes,  sir,"  the  mate  replied,  observing  his  supe- 
rior to  hesitate,  "  as  you  were  saying, — besides,  no 
one  can  foretel  the  length  of  a  gale,  nor  the  real 
quarter  it  may  come  from." 

"  Precisely.  No  one  can  answer  for  the  weather. 
The  men  are  scarcely  in  their  hammocks ;  turn  them 
up  at  once,  sir,  before,  their  eyes  are  heavy,  and  we 
will  bring  the  ship's  head  the  other  way." 

The  mate  instantly  sounded  the  well-known  cry, 
which  summoned  the  watch  below  to  the  assistance 
of  their  shipmates  on  the  deck.  Little  delay  occurred, 
and  not  a  word  was  uttered,  but  the  short,  authori- 
tative mandates  which  Wilder  saw  fit  to  deliver  from 
his  own  lips.  No  longer  pressed  up  against  the 
wind,  the  ship,  obedient  to  her  helm,  gracefully  be- 
gan to  incline  her  head  from  the  waves,  and  to  bring 
the  wind  abeam.  Then,  instead  of  breasting  and 
mounting  the  endless  hillocks,  like  a  being  that  toiled 
heavily  along  its  path,  she  fell  into  the  trough  of  the 
sea,  from  which  she  issued  like  a  courser,  who,  hav- 
ing conquered  an  ascent,  shoots  along  the  tiack  with 
riedwWed  velgijitjr*  .£ax  an  instant  the  wind  appear? 


...  .    ''f.^' 


ed  to  hftve  killed,  &oi^  tli^'wide  ridge^^  jfoiw, 
which  rolled  along  on^eaeb  ^e  ttie  v^Mi^t^s  bo^ 
sufficiently  proclaimed  that  she  was  skimming  ligh^ 
before  it.  In  another  moment,  the  tall  spais  Wgan 
to  incline  again  to  the  west,  and  the  vessel  came 
swooping  up  to  th^  wind, until  her  pkinges  and  shocks 
against  the  seas  were  renewed  as  violently  as  before 
When  every  yard  and  sheet  were  properly  trimi»ed 
to  meet  the  aew  position  of  the  vessel,  Wilder  tom'^ 
ed  anxiously  to  get  a  glimpse  of  the  stranger.  A 
minute  was,  lost  in  ascertaining  the  precise  gpot 
where  he  ought  to  appear ;  for,  in  such  a  cbaois  of 
water,  and  with  no  guide  but  the  judgment^  the  ey^ 
was  apt  to  deceive  itself^  by  referring  to  the  nearer 
and  more  lamiliaj'  objects  by  which  the  spectator 
was  surrounded. 

"  The  stranger  has  vanished  !"  said  Earing,  with 
a  voice  in  whose  tones  mental  relief  and  distrust 
were  both,  at  the  same  moment,  oddly  manifesting 
tliem  selves. 

*'He  should  be  on  this  quarter;  but  1  confess  I 
see  him  not !" 

"Ay,  ay,  sir;  this  is  the  way  that  tfie  midnight 
cruiser  oflr  the  Hope  is-said  to  come  and  go.  -  TheFft 
are  men  who  have  seen  that  vessel  shut  in  by  a  fog, 
in  as  fine  a  star-light  night  as  was  ever  met  in  4, 
southern  latitude.  But  then  this  cannot  be  the 
Dutchman,  since  it  is  so  many  long  leagues  frotp  the 
pitch  of  the  Cape  to  the  coast  of  North-America. 

"  Here  he  lies ;  and,  by  heaven  !  he  has  already 
gone  about!"  cried  Wilder. 

The  truth  of  what  our  young  adventurer  had  just 
affirmed  was  indeed  now  sufficiently  evident  to  the 
eye  of  any  seaman.  The  same  diminutive  and  misty^ 
tracery,  as  before,  was  to  be  seen  on  the  light  back- 
ground of  the  threatening  horizon,  locking  not  unlike 
the  faintest  shadows  cast  upon  some  brighter  surface 
bjc  t^  deceptioa  of  the  {xhatttasmagoiia.    But  tothtf 


THE    RED   IIOTEH.  237 

ti^ariners,  who  so  well  knew  how  to  distinguish  be- 
tween the  dtfierent  lines  of  her  masts,  it  was  very 
evident  that  her  course  had  been  suddenly  and  dex- 
terously changed,  and  that  she  was  now  steering  no 
looger  to  the  south  and  west,  but,  like  themselves, 
holding  her  way  towards  the  north-east  The  fact 
appeared  to  make  a  sensible  impression  on  theni 
all ;  though  probably,  had  their  reasons  been  sifted, 
they  would  have  been  found  to  be  entirely  different. 

"  That  ship  has  truly  tacked  !'*^  Earing  exclaimed, 
after  a  long,  meditative  pause,  and  with  a  voice  iA 
which  distrust,  or  rather  awe,  was  beginning  to  get 
the  ascendancy.  "  Long  as  I  have  followed  the  sea, 
have  I  never  before  seen  a  vessel  tack  against  such 
a  head-beating  sea.  He  must  have  been  all  shaking 
in  the  wind,  when  we  gave  him  the  last  look,  or  we 
should  not  have  lost  sight  of  him." 

**  A  lively  and  quick-working  vessel  might  do  it," 
^d  Wilder ;  *'  especially  if  strong  handed." 

"  Ay,  the  hand  of  Beelzebub  is  always  strong;  and 
a  light  job  would  he  make  of  it,  in  forcing  even  a 
dull  craft  to  sail." 

.  "  Mr  Earing,"  interrupted  Wilder,  "  we  will  pack 
npon  the  '  Caroline,'  and  try  our  sailing  with  this 
taunting  stranger.  Get  the  main  tack  aboard,  and 
Bet  the  top-gallant-sail." 

.  The  slow-minded  mate  would  have  remonstrated 
against  the  order,  had  he  dared ;  but  there  was  that, 
in  the  calm,  subdued,  but  deep  tones  of  his  young 
Commander,  which  admonished  him  of  the  hazard. 
He  was  not  wrong,  however,  in  considering  the  duty 
be  was  now  to  perform  as  one  not  without  some 
risk.  The  ship  was  already  moving  under  quite  as 
much  canvas  as  he  deemed  it  prudent  to  show  at 
such  aft  hour^  and  With  so  many  threatening  symp- 
toms of  heavier  weathet  hanging  about  the  horizon. 
The  necessary  orders  were,  however,  repeated  as 
promptly  as  they  had  been  given.    The  seamen  had 


alceftdy  begua  to  cooaidertliie stranger, sud  W  as&i 
¥er9e>  among  themselves  cenceming  faas  apfieamne^ 
and  sitt^tioQ ;  and  ^thcy  obeyed  witib  an  alacrity  that 
might  perhaps  have  be^i  traced  toa  secret  but  com* 
jaum  viisih  to  escape  from,  his  vicinity.  The  saik 
W4^Q  successively  and  speedily  set ;  and  then  each 
man  folded  bis  ajrms,  and  stooa  gazing  steadily  and 
,mtent1y  at  ti^e  shadowy  object  to  leeward)  in  order 
.lK>  witness  the  effect  of  the  change. 

The  "  Roy«l  Caroline"  seemed,  like  her  crew, 
sensibly  of  tbe  neciesnty  of  increasing  her  spee  K 
>4s  she  felt  the  pressure  of  the  broad,  sfa»eets  of  can- 
vas that  had  jvist  beea  distended,  the  ship  bowed 
lower^  and  appeared  to  recline  on  the  bed  of  water 
which  rose  under  her  lee  nearly  to  the  scuppers.  Oa 
the  other  side,  the  dark  planks,  and  polished  copper, 
lay  bare  for  many  feet,  though  often  washed  by  the 
ivaves  that  eame  sweepiog  along  her  length,  gf^en 
and  angrily,  still  capped,  as  usual,  with  crests  of  lu^ 
cid  foam.  The  shocks,,  as  the  vessel  tilted  against 
the  pillows,  wej^  b^cpmoig  «very  moment  more  se« 
vere;  and,  from  each  encounter,  a  bright  cloud  o£ 
4^pray:  arose,  which  either  fell  glittering  on  the  deck, 
or  drove,  in  brilliant  mist,  aerpss  the  roHing  watery 
far  to  leeward. 

.  Wilder  long  watched  the  ship,  with  an  excited 
mien,  hut  with  all  the  intelligence  of  a  seaman^ 
Once  or  twice,  when  she  trembled,  and  appeared  io 
stop,  in  her  violent  encounter  with  a  wave,  as 
suddenly  as  though  she  had  struck  a  roclc»  his  lips 
severed,  and  he  was  about  to  give  the  order  tb 
reduce  the  sail ;  but  a  glance  at  the  inisty  looking 
image  on  the  western  horizpn  seemed  ever  to  cause 
his  niind  to  change  its  purpose.  Like  a  desperate 
adventurer,  who  had  cast  his  fortunes  on  some  ha&* 
ardous  experiment,  he  appeared  to  await  the  issuei 
with  a  resolution  tha^  was  as  haughty  f^it  Mias  imi- 
conquerahle.  .  .  .^  ^^ 


^hTbal  top*mast  is  beadhig:  Itke  a  wliip^^^  muttered 
fhe  careful  Earing,  at  his  elbow. 

^^Let  it  go;  we  have  spare  spars  to  put  in  its 
place,"  was  the  answer. 

"1  have  always  found  the  *  Caroline'  leaky  after 
she  has  been  strained  by  driving  barligatnst  the  sea," 

"  We  have  our  pumps." 

*>  True,  sir;  but,  in  my  poor  judgment,  it  is  idle 
to  think  of  outsailing  a  craft  that  tlie  devil  com- 
mands, if  he  does  not  altogetl^er  handle  it." 

"  One  will  never  know  that,  Mr  Earing,  till  he 
tries." 

"  We  gave  the  Dutchman  a  chance  of  that  sort ; 
and,  I  must  say,  we  not  only  had  the  most  canvas 
^read,  but  much  the  best  ©f  the  wind:  And  what 
good  did  it  all  do  ?  there  he  lay,  under  his  three  top- 
sails, driver,  and  jib;  and  we,  with  studding  sails 
alow  and  aloft,  couldn''t  alter  his  bearing  a  foot." 
,  "The  Dutchman  is  never  seen  in  a  northern  lati- 
tude." 

"  Well,  I  cannot  say  he  is,"  returned  Earing,  in  a 
sort  of  compelled  resignation ;  "  but  he  who  has  put 
that  flyer  off  the  Cape  may  have  found  the  cruise  so 
profitable,  as  to  wish  to  sa^d  another  ship  into  these 


seas." 


Wilder  made  no  reply.  He  had  either  humoured 
the  superstitious  apprehension  of  his  mate  enough, 
or  his  mind  was  too  intent  on  its  principal  object,  to 
dwell  longer  on  a  foreign  subject. 

Notwithstanding  the  seas  that  met  her  advance, 
in  su^  quick  succession  as  greatly  to  retard  her  pro- 
gress, the  Bristol  trader  had  soon  toiled  her  way 
tiirpugh  a  league  of  the  troubled  element.  At  every 
plunge  she  took,  the  bow  divided  a  mass  of  water, 
that  appeared,  at  each  instant,  to  become  more  vast 
aad  more  violent  in  its  rushing ;  and  more  than  once 
the  struggling  hull  was  nearly  buried  forward,  in 
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8onno  wave  wbkh  41  had  equal  difficulty  in  miAintkig 
or  penetrating. 

The  mariners  narrowly  watched  the  small^est  move- 
ments  of  their  vessel.  Not  a  man  left  her  deck,  foi 
hours.  The  superstitious  awe,  which  had  taken  such 
deep  hold  of  the  dntutored  faculties  of  the  chief  mate, 
had  not  been  slow  to  extend  its  influence  to  the 
meanest  of  her  crew.  Even  the  accident  which  had 
befallen  their  former  Commander,  and  die  sudden 
and  mysterious  manner  in  which  the  young  officer, 
who  now  trod  the  quarter-deck,  so  singularly  tirm 
and  calm,  under  circumstances  deemed  so  imposing, 
had  their  influence  in  heightening  the  wild  impres- 
sion.  The  impunity  with  whick  the  "  Caroline*' 
bore  such  a  press  of  canvas,  under  the  circumstances 
in  which  she  was  placed,  added  to  their  kindling  ad- 
miration; and,  ere  Wilder  had  determined,  in  his 
own  mind,  on  the  powers  of  his  sliip,  in  comparison- 
with  those  of  the  vessel  that  so  strangely  hung  in 
the  horizon,  he  was  himself  becoming  the  subject 
of  unnatural  and  revolting  suspicions  to  his  own 
crew. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

"  r  the  name  of  truth, 

Are  ye  fantastical,  or  that  indeed 
Which  outwardly  ye  sliow  ?" — Macbeth. 

The  division  of  employment  that  is  found  in 
Europe,  and  which  brings,  in  its  train,  a  peculiar  and 
corresponding  limitation  of  ideas,  has  never  yet  ex- 
isted in  our  country.  If  our  artisans  have,  in  con- 
sequence, been  less  perfect  in  their  several  handi-- 
crafts,  they  have  ever  been  remarkable  for  intelii* 
gence  of  a  more  general  character.     Superstition  is 


hofW-^v^r,  ^  qfia^ty  ^t  seeifta  indigewma  toihe  oceai^ 
Few  CQavq^a  ipiirineir^are  exempt  from  its  influence^ 
in  a  great^JC  Qr  Ijess  degree;  though  it  is  found  to  ex- 
ist, among  the  seamen  of  difiereDt  people,  in  fbrmx 
tbs^t  are  teinfier^by  their  re^ective  national  habits 
and  pecu)iai'  opinions.  The  sailor  of  the  Baltic  ha^ 
his  secret  rites,  atid  his  manner  of  propitiating  tbe> 
gedfi  of  the  wind ;  the  Mediterranean  mariner  tears 
his  h£|ir,  and  kneels  before  the  shrine  of  some  impo* 
t^nt  ^aint^  when  hk  own  hand  might  better  do  the' 
S(@rvice  he;  iunplcNres ;  while  the  more  skilful  English* 
ipaii  siees  the  spirits  of  the  dead  in  the  storm,  and 
hears  the  cries^f  9^  lost  messmate  in  the  gusts  that 
aweep  the  wa^t^  he  navigates.  Even  the  better  in- 
structed and^iU  more  reasoning  American  has  not 
foe^  able;  to  shake  ^itirety  oif  the  secret  influencei 
of  a  senti«9J$nt  that  seieniB  Use  concomitant  of  hisi 
condition. 

There  is  0:&i»je$ij,i  in  tiie  might  of  the  great  xleepy 
that  has  a  tendency  to  keep  open  the  avenues  of  that 
dependant  eredaKty  which  morei  or  less  besets  the 
mind  of  every  man,  however  he  may  have  fortified 
hi^  intellect  by  thought  .With  the  firmament  above 
him,  and  wandering  on  an  interminable  waste  of  wa* 
ter,  the  less  gifted  seaman  is  tempted,  at  every  step 
of  his  pilgrin^age,  to  seek  the-  reltef  of  some  propi- 
tious omen.  The  few  which  are  supported  by  scien- 
tific causes  give  support  to  the  many  that  have  their 
origin  only  in  his  own  excited  and  douWing  temper- 
apient.  The  gambols  of  the  dolphin,  the  earnest  and 
husy  passage  of  the  porpoise,  the  ponderous  sporting 
of  the  unwieldy  whale,  and  the  screams  of  the  ma- 
rine birds,  have  all,  like  the  signs  of  the  ancient 
6opth5ayer9t  their  attendant  consequences  of  good 
or  evil.  The  confusion  between  things  which  are^ 
explicable,  and  things  which  are  not,  gradually  brings  ^ 
the  mind  of  the  mariner  to  a  state  in  which  any  ex- 
citing andunnaturaj  sentiment  is  welcome,  if  it  be 
Vol..  I.  X 
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for  no  other  reason  than  &at,  like  the  r^i  ^tenQ^f 
on  which  he  passes  his  hfe,  it  bears  th^mpressKm'^ 
of  what  is  thought  a  supematura]^  because  it  is  aii  ' 
incomprehensible,  power. 

The  crew  of  the  "  Royal  Caroline''  had  not  even 
the  advantage  of  being  natives  of  a  land  where  ne- 
cessity and  habit  have  united  to  bring  every  man's 
&culties  into  exercise,  to  a  certain  extent  at  least 
They  were  all  from  that  distant  island  that  has  been, 
and  still  continues  to  be,  the  hive  of  nations,  which' 
are  probably  fated  to  carry  her  iMime  to  a  time  when 
the  sight  of  her  fallen  power  shall  be  sought  as  a" 
curiosity,  hfce  the  remains  of  a  city  in  a  desert. 

The  whole  events  of  that  day  of  which  we  are 
now  writing  had  a  tendency  to  arouse  the  latent  so-' 
perstition  of  these  men.  It  has  already  been  sard, 
that  the  calamity  which  had  befallen  their  formed 
Commander,  and  the  manner. in  which  a  stranger 
had  succeeded  to  his  authority^  had  their  influence  in 
increasing  their  disposition  to  doubt.  ,The  sail  to 
leeward  appeared  most  inopportunely  for  the  char- 
acter of  our  adventurer,  who  had  not  vet  enjoyed  a 
fitting  opportunity  to  secure  the  confidence  of  his 
inferiors,  before  such  untoward  circumstances  occur- 
red as  threatened  to  deprive  him  of  it  for  ever. 

There  has  existed  but  one  occasion  for  introducing 
to  the  reader  the  mate  who  filled  the  station  in  the 
ship  next  to  that  of  Earing.     He  was  called  Night- 
head  ;  a  name  that  was,  in  some  measure,  indicative ' 
of  a  certain  misty  obscurity  that  beset  his  superior 
mender.     The  qualitl^es  of  his  mind  may  be  appr^ ' 
ciated  by  the  few  reflections  he  saw  fit  to  make  on* 
the  escape  of  the  old  mariner  whom  Wilder  had  in- 
tended to  visit  with  a  portion  of  his  indignation.  TThis  ; 
individual,  as  he  was  but  one  degree  removed  fromr 
the  common  men  in  situation,  so  was  he  every  way 
qualified  to  maintain  that  association  with  the  c¥ew 
which  was,  in  some  medtsure,  neccsssr^  between 
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fiieiii.  Hie  in&uence  anaong  ^mwiis  commensurate 
to  bis  oppor^piities  of  intercourse,  and  bis  sentiments 
were  very  generally  received  with  a  portion  of  that 
deference  which  is  thought  to  be  due  to  the  opinions 
of  an  oracle. 

.  After  the  ship  had  been  wom^  and  durii^  the  time 
that  Wilder,  witb  a  view  to  lose  sight  of  his  unwel- 
come neighbour,  was  endeavouring  to  urge  her 
throu^  the  seas  in  the  manner  already  described, 
tiiis;  stubborn  and  mystified  tar  remained  in  the  waist 
of  (be  vessel^  surrounded  by  a  few  of  the  older  and 
more  experienced  seamen,  holding  converse  on  the 
remarkable  appearance  of  the  phantom  to  leeward, 
and  of  the  extraordinary  manner  in  which  their  un- 
known officer  saw  fit  to  attest  the  endunng  qualities 
of  their  own  vessel.  We  shall  commence  our  rela- 
tio|i  of  the  dialogue  at  a  point  where  Nighthead  saw 
fit  to  discontinue  bis  distant  inuendos,  in  order  to 
deal  more  directly  with  the  subject  he  bad  under 
discussion. 

**  I  have  heard  it  said,  by  older  sea-faring  men 
tlian  any ia  this  ship,"  he  continued,  "that  the  devil 
bas  been  known  to  send  one  of  his  mates  aboard  a 
law&l  trader,  to  lead  her  astray  among  shoals  and 
quicksands,  in  order  that  h^  might  make  a  wreck, 
and  get  bis  share  of  the  salvage,  among  the  souls  of 
the  people.  What  man  can  say  who  gets  into  the 
eabm,  when  an  unknown  name  stands  first  in  the 
iiupping  list  of  a  vessel  ?" 

":  **The  stranger  is  shut  in  by  a  cloud  V^  exclaiimed 
one  of  the  mamiers,  who,  while  he  listened  to  ^m 
philosophy  of  his  officer,  still  kept  an  eye  riveted  on 
tbe. mysterious  object  to  leeward. 

-  *\Ay,  ay ;  it  would  occasion  no  surprise  to  see  thac 
craft  steertng  into  the  moon!  Luck  is  tike  a  fly- 
block  and  its  yard:  when  one  goes  up,  the  other 
comes  down.  They  say  the  red-coats  aihore  have 
bad.lbetriocn.of  Sotiaues  sod  it  is  tim€>we  Etoneij^ 
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seamen  leok  out  /or  o«r  fqualls.  1 1nn«!€mibM 
the  Horn,  brothers^  in  a  Kiog^s  sfatp^  a^I  hxrp^im 
the^  brigbt  cloud  that  neirer  sets,  and  have  heUm 
living  corposant  in  ixiyoivn  hand:  But  these  ^ 
things  which  any  man  may  look  on,  who;«^ill  gOiiqxUi 
a  yard  in  a  gale,  or  ebip  aboard  a  Sotitiiseaman :  Still, 
I  pronounce  it  uncommon  for  a  vessel  to  se^  hdr 
shadow  in  the  hazae,  as  we  have  ours  at  this  Bsoment^ 
for  there  it  comes  again !— ^reaway,  betwecai  Urt 
after-shroud  and  the  backstay— ^r  for  a  trader  ixJ 
carry  sail  in  a  fashion  tiaat  would  ^make  every  kn^ 
in  a  bcMnb-ketch  work  like  a  to&th*bFUsh  fiddling 
ficross  a  passenger 'S  mouth,  after  he  had  bad  a  soiaart 
bout  with  the  sea  sidcness.'^ 

^^  And  yet  the  lad.bold6  the^hif)  in  hand^^^  said<tU 
old^t  of  all  the  ses^en,  who  kept  his  gaze  fast^^ 
on  the  proceedings  of  Wilder;  **ihB  is  jdrivittg  ;)^ 
through  it  in  a  so^  manniBr^  I  will  allow ;  bot  ydt, 
so  far,  fee  has  not  parted  a  yiam." 

"Yarns!"  repeated  the  mate,  in  a  tone  of  strsfig 
contempt ;  "  what  signify  yams,  when  the  wbbl^-^a- 
ble  is  to  snap,  and  in  such  a  fashion  as  /to  leave' .lib 
hope  for  the  anchor,  except  in -a  buoy  rope  ?    flaM 

Je,  old  Bill ;  the  devil  nev^r  finisk^s.  iUs  rpbii  /by 
alves :  What  is  to  happisn  will  happen  bodtly;  sb4 
no  easing-off,  as  if  you  were  lowiering  tbre  Catptain?s 
lady  initp  a  boat^  arnd  he  on  deck  to  see  fair  pby;^-  . 
"  Mr  Kigbtbead  knows  how  to  keep. aisbip^s.iiHife' 
oning  in  all  weathers !"  said  another,  whosieinan^Mi^ 
(|uffipi0ntly  anikounced  die  dependan^ce  be  ihiiiiself 
placed  dn.the  ciap^cityof  tiye/secoBd  mate.  j  <  > 

"  A.ndSQo^erodjtt'to  itie  fbr^the^me.  Jfakyer^Mi 
all  services,  and  handled  eveiy  lig,  from  a  In^^jto 
a  doublcTdeck^r !  Few  liien  can  say  more  in  ISb^vt 
own  favour  tban  my$elf;  for  the  little  Iknowilns 
been  got  by  much  hardst»p,  aid  small  sehocding^ 
But  wt^at  tnators  information,  or  even  seatteosb^, 
4g»ia^  witctoaiiW  or  tfaa  walkings  itf^oa^  sdMOEli  Jl: 
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1^  o|KHIBQ:ibo>:fl|aL«iiev^0ekig  ibaC  tbd»  is  no  Use  i^ 
iding  a^^.  gentleman  unnecessarily  ?  I  m j^  brotb- 
Uiat  thisffhip  is  padted  upon  in.  a  fashion  that 
jHTudeiit  seamaRroc^bl;  t9,  or  would,  alio^v/^ 
A  general  murmur  announced  that  most,  if  notatt, 
his  heai^ps  accorded  in  ilia  opinion. 
^^  Lettus  examiae  caliKily  aiiKl  reasonably^  and  iaa 
innper  becoming  .^nli^jtened  Englishmen,  into  the 
^hole  state  of  the  case,''  the  mate  continued,  cast*- 
igap  eye  obliquely  over  his  Moulder,  perhaps  to 
take  sure  that  ^e  individual,  of  whose  displeasure 
ifee  sto<M  in  such  salutary  awe,  was  not  actually  at 
l^is^lbow,  "We  are  all  of  us,  to  a  man,  na:dve-born 
isluoders,  without  a  drop  of  foreign  blood  among  us; 
not  so  much  .as  a  Scotchman  or  an  Irishman  in  the 
^ip.  Let  us  therefore  look  into  the  philosophy  of 
^is  affair,  with  jthatsortof  judgment  which  become 
our  breeding.  In  the  first  place,  here  is  honest 
Nicholas  Nichols  slips  from  this  here  water-casks 
and  breaks  i»e  a  leg!  Now^  brothers,  IVe  known 
4nen  to  fall  from  tops  and  yards,  and  lighter  damage 
done.  But  what  matters  it,  to  a  certain  person,  how 
far  he  throws  his  man,  since  he  has  only  to  lift  a  fin- 
ger to  get  us  all  hanged?  Then,  comes  me  aboard 
bere  a  stranger,  with  a  look  of  the  colonies  about 
hirii,  ^nd  none  of  your  plain-dealing,  out-and-on^, 
smooth  English  faces,  such  as  a  man  can  cover  with 
the  flat  of  his  hand, ''''•r^-— 

:  *'  The  lad  is  well  enough  to  the  eye,"  interrupted 
the  old  mariner* 

"  Ay^'thereia  hes  the  whole  deviltry  of  this  mat-j 
jberl     He  is  good-looking;,  I  grant  ye;  but  it  is  noi 
such  good-looking  as  an  Englishman  loves.     Then 
is  a  meaning  about  him  that  I  don't  like ;  for  I  nevi 
likes  too  niuch  meaning  in  a  man's  countenance 
^eing  that  it  is  not  always  easy,  to  understand  wl 
1^,  would  be  doing.     Then,  this  stranger  gets  to 
MjUter  oCtbe^  ship,  pri  what  is  the  .^me  thing, 
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ib  Mastery  vttiit  &e  tvte  lAiDidtfliie^ito^lK^^^ 
4hib  orders,  $n  a  time  like  tkisy  iti  lying  inMs  bi^tt'W 
^ble  to  tack  hitn^i^  nmch  l^ss  fo^put  Ihip  >f O01M 
about;  and  y^t no  nvan  cail^«ay  hl3»w  die  Vtmg b^iie 

^pass."  -  '^  ' 

^^He  drove  a  bai^^in  vriih  &t  cohsigdee  for  ^ 
station,  and  right  glad  did  the  ^Bnning  merchant 
seem  to  get  so  tight  a  you<li  to  "take  charge  of  4he 
*  Caroline.'" 

^  Ah  I  a  merchant  is,  like  the  rest  of  U6,  nuide  kHT 
notBing  better  than  clay;  and,  what  is  wor^,  it  is 
seldom  that,  in  putting  him  together,  he  is  dampencf^ 
^Mritb  salt  water.  Many  is  the  trader  that  has  donzed 
,iiis  spectacles,  and  shut  his  accoufit-books,  to  step 
aside  to  over-reac^  hid  neighbour,  and  then  cotne 
back  to  find  that  he  has  over-reached  himself.  Mr 
Bale,  no  dotibt,  thought  he  was  doing  the  clever 
thing  for  the  owners,  when  he  shipped  this  Mr  Wil- 
der ;  but  th^i,  perhaps,  he  did  not  know  that  the 

vessel  was  sold  to — It  beeo«i<es  a  plain^-gb*- 

ing  seaman  to  have  a  respect  for  aililfte  sails  under; 
so  I  will  not,  unnecessarily,  name  the  person  who,- 1 
believe,  has  got,  whether  he  came  by  it  in  a  fair 
purchase  or  not,  no  small  right  in  this  vessel." 

"  I  have  never  seen  a  ship  gbt  oat  of  irons  more 
handsomely  than  he  handled  the  ^Oaroliti^'  "this 
very  morning." 

Nighthead  now  indulged  in  a  low,but  wtet  to  his 
listeners  appiE^red  to  be  an  exceedingly^  mieanin^, 
laugh. 

"  When  a  ship  has  a  certain  ^ort  of  Ckptabi^  one 
is  not  to  be  surprised  at  any  thing,"  he  answered^ 
the  instant  his  significant  merriment  had  ceased. 
*'  For  my  own  part,  I  shipped  to  go  from  Bristol  to 
the  Carolines  and  Jamaica,  touching  at  Nevirport 
out  and  home ;  and  I  will  say,  boldly,  f  have  no  wish 
to  go  any  where  else.  As  to  backing  the  *  CaroKn^^ 
jjQQtta  (Iter  a vJPK&fid  inrth  aloo^ii^i^^lav^MHrhjf 


-ikK^s^^weH  :3ofee ;  Jtoo^^ob^weJl  fof  sb  yotmg  a 
-ifOSHriiter.     Had  J  <kme  the  thing  m  it  could  n6t 

:  jba^^  bc€®  much  better.   Bat  what  think  yon,  broth- 
ers, of  the  old  man   in  the  skiff?     There  was  a 
'  cha^e,  and  an  escape,  such  as  few  old  sea-dogs  have 
vtiie  fortune  to  behold  I     I  have  heard  df  a  smuggler 
that  was  chased  a  hundred  times  by^'his  Majesty^s 
-jGatters^in  the  chops  rf  the  Channel,  and  which  al- 
iways  had  a  fog  handy  to  run  into,  but  out  of  which 
tio  t^nxi  could  truly  say  he  eyer  saw  her  come  again  ! 
This  sfciiOr  may  have  plied  between  the  land  and  that 
.Guermeymaia^  for  anything  I  know  to  the  contrary ;. 
bu^  it  is  not  a  boat  I  wish  to  pull  a  scull  in." 

"That  wa*  a  remarkable  flight !"  exclaimed  the 
elder  seaman^  whose  faith  in  the  character  of  our  ad- 
venturer began  to  give  way  gradually,  before  such 
.  an  accufliulation  of  te^mony. 

"  I  call  it  so ;  though  other  men  may  possibly 
^  know  better  than  I,  who  have  only  followed  the  wa- 
ter five-and-thirty  years.  Then,  here  is  the  sea  get- 
ting up  in  an  unaccountable  manner!  and  look  at 
these  ragsof  clouds,  which  darken  the  heavens  !  and 
yet  there  is  light  enough,  coming  from  .the  ocean,  for 
a  good  scholar  to  read  by !" 

"  IVe  often  seen  the  weather  as  it  is  now;" 

**  Ay,  who  lias  not?     It  is  seldom  that  any  man, 

let  him  come  from  what  part  be  will,  makes  his  first 

•  voyage  as  Captain.     Let  who  will  be  out  to-night 

i  Qpon  ihd  water,  I'll  engage  he  has  been  there  before. 

I  have  seen  worse  looking  skies,  and  even  worse 

looking'Watfer,  than  this ;  but  1  never  knew  any  good 

'  conie  of  either.     The  night  I  was  wreck'd  in  the 

bay  of" 

**'  Jn  the  Waist  there !"  cried  the  calm,  authorita- 
tive tones  of  Wilder. 

Had  a  warning  voice  arisen  from  the  turbulent 

,  find  Ftisbiiig  eeean  itself^  it  would  not  have  sounded 

.9&.ai^j^^swilSiifi^^ittartkd  ears.b^^^       ooaiscious 
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seamen,  tiian  thiB  sudden  i^it  lltf-ir  fBtrag 
mander  found  it  necessary  to  r^pnat  it,  before  eiseh 
Nightliead,  the  proper  and  official  spokesman,  eooild 
mustej  resolution  to  answer,  -">^ 

"  Get  the  fore^top-galknt-sail  on  the  ship,  sir^" 
continued  Wilder,  when  the  customarjr  replj  le< 
him  know  that  he  had  been  heard.  'i      ; 

The  mate  and  his  companions  regarded  each  b(k^ 
for  a  moment,  in  dull  admiration  ;  and  many  a  niel 
ancholy  shake  of  the  head  was  exchanged,  befc^fi 
one  of  the  party  threw  himself  into  the  weather-rig 
ging,  and  proceeded  aloft,  with  a  doubting  mind,  ii  ^ 
order  to  loosen  the  sail  in  question.  .   . 

There  was  certainly  enough,  in  the  desperate  man- 
ner with  which  Wilder  pressed  the  canvas  on,  the 
vessel,  to  excite  distrust,  either  of  his  intentions  Or 
judgment,  in  the  opinions  of  men  less  influenced  by 
superstition  than  those  it  was  now  his  lot  to  com 
mand.  It  had  Ibng  been  apparent  to  Earin?,  arid 
his  more  ignorant,  and  consequently  more  obstinatfe, 
brother  officer,  that  their  young  superior  had  l^e 
same  desire  to  escape  from  the  spectra Wooking^hip, 
which  so  strangely  followed  their  movements,  as 
they  had  themselves.  They  only  differed  in  the 
mode  ;  but  this  difference  was  so  very  material,  that 
the  two  mates  consulted  together  apart,  and  then  * 
Earing,  something  stimulated  by  the  hardy  opinions 
of  his  coadjutor,  approached  his  Commander,  with 
the  determmation  of  deHvering  the  results  of  thei'r 
united  judgments,  with  that  sort  of  directness  whi<th 
he  thought  the  occasion  now  demanded.  But  there 
was  that  in  the  steady  eye  and  imposing  mien  of 
Wilder,  that  caused  him  to  touch  on  the  dangerous 
subject  with  a  discretion  and  circumlocution  that 
were  a  little  remarkable  for  the  individual.  He 
stood  watching  the  effect  of  the  sail  recently  spread, 
for  several  minutes^  before  he  even^  presumed  to 
...  open  his  mouth.    .But  a^ terrible  encQia^ntert  between 
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ihe  ve^d  and  a  wave  that  lifted  ita  &b^  cre^t  ap- 
J>arently  some  dozen  feet  above  the  approaching 
bows,  gave  him  courage  to  proceed,  by  adijionishing 
him  jjtfreSh  of  liie  danger  of  continuing  silent. 

''  I  do  not ^ae  that  we  drop  tfie  stranger,  though^ 
the  ship  is  wallowing  through  the  water  so  heavily,'^ 
be  commienc^d,  determined  to  be  as  circumspect  as 
possible  in  his  adtances. 

Wilder  bent  another  of  his  frequent  glances  on 
the  misty  object  in  the  horizon^  and  then  turned  his 
frowning  eye  towards  the  point  whence  the  wind 
prDce^ed,  as  if  he  would  defy  its  heaviest  blasts; 
he,  however,  made  no  answer. 

"We  have  ever  found  the  crew  discontented  at 
the  pumps,  sir,"  resumed  the  other,  after  a  pause 
l^ufiictent  for  the  reply  he  in  vain  expected ;  "  1  need 
not  tell  an  officer,  who  knows  his  duty  so  well,  that 
sieaitien  iareLy  lov-e^heir  pumps." 
.;r^' ^Whatever  I  may  find  necessary  to  order,  Mr 
Earing,  this  ship's  company  will  find  it  necessary  to 
easemite." 

'  rThi^rc  was  acdcep  settied  air  of  authority,  in  the 
manner  with  \^ch  this  tardy  answer  was  given,  that 
did  not  fail  of  its  impressi^oi.  Earing  recoiled  a  step; 
with  a  submissive  manner,  and  aflfected  to  be  lost  in 
consulting  the  driving  m^ses  of  the  clouds ;  then, 
s^^miooning  his  resdhiticm,  he  attempted  to  renew  th^ 
attack  in  a  different  quarter. 

r^  Is  it  .yo»r  dt^Uberate  opinion.  Captain  Wifder,'  ' 
he  said,  \jis>ing  th6  title  to  which  the  claim  of  our  ad* 
yieotdrer  might  Well  be  qtieationed,  with  a  view  to 
{)Fopitiate  him  ;  **  is  it  then  your  deliberate  opinion, 
that  the  '  Royal  Caroline'  can,  by  any  human  means, 
be  «aade  to  drop  yonder  vessel  ?" 

*M  fear  not,"  returned  the  young  man,  drawing  a 
breath  so  long,  that  all  Us  secret  conoem  seemed 
gtrn^liogiiaiiis  breast  £QfLutt^:a&ce. 
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"  And,  sir,  with  proper  submission  to  your  bett^ 
education  and  authority  in  this  ship,  I  ^noro  not.  1 
have  often  seen  these  matches  tried  in  nryr  tjme;  and 
well  do  I  know  that  nothing  is  gained  by  straraing  a 
vessel,  with  the  hope  of  getting  to  windward  of  one 
of  these  flyers  1" 

"Take  you  the  glass,  Earing,  and  tell  me  under 
what  canvas  the  stranger  holds  his  way,  and  what 
may  be  his  distance,"  said  Wilder,  thoughtfully,  and 
without  appearii^  to  advert  at  all  to  what  the  other 
had  just  observed. 

The  honest  and  well-meaning  mate  deposed  his 
hat  on  the  quarter-deck,  and,  with  an  air  of  great 
respect,  did  as  he  was  desired.  Nor  did  he  deem  it 
necessary  to  give  a  precipitate  answer  to  either  of 
tho  interrogatories.  When,  however,  his  lode  had 
been  long,  grave,  and  deeply  absorbed,  he  closed  the 
glass  with  the  palm  of  his  broad  hand,  and  replied^ 
with  the  manner  of  one  whose  opinion  was  suffi- 
ciently matured. 

"  If  yonder  sail  had  been  built  and  fitted  like  other 
mortal  craft,"  he  said,  "  I  should  not  be  backward 
in  pronouncing  her  a  full-rigged  ship,  under  three 
single-reefed  topsails,  courses,  spanker,  and  jib." 

"  Has  she  no  more  ?" 

"  To  that  I  would  qualify,  provided  an  opportuni- 
ty were  given  me  to  make  sure  that  she  is,  in  all  re- 
spects, as  other  vessels  are." 

"  And  yet,  Earing,  with  all  this  press  of  canvas^ 
by  the  compass  w«  have  not  left  her  a  foot." 

"  Lord,  sir,"  returned. tl^e  mate,  shakii^  his  head^ 
like  one  who  was  well  convinced  of  the  folly  of 
such  efforts,  *'  if  you  should  split  every  cloth  ih  the 
main-course,  by  carrying  on  the  ship  you  will  never 
alter  the  bearings  of  that  craft  an  inch,  till  the  sun 
rises!  Then,  indeed,  such  as  have  eyes,  fliat  are 
good  enough,  might  perbaf«  see  hei?  sailing  about:; 


among  the  clouds ;  though  it  has  never  heen  my  for- 
tune,  be  it  bad  or  be  it  good,  to  fall  in  with  one  of 
these  cruisers  after  the  day  has  fairly  dawned." 

'*  And  the  distance  ?"  said  Wilder ;  "  you  have  not 
yet  spoken  of  her  distance." 

"  That  is  much  as  people  choose  to  measure.  She 
may  be  here,  nigh  enough  to  toss  a  biscuit  into  our 
tops  ;  or  she  may  be  there,  where  she  seems  to  be, 
hull  down  in  the  horizon." 

"  But,  if  where  she  seems  to  be  ?V 

"  Why,  she  seems  to  be  a  vessel  of  about  six  hun- 
dred tons ;  and,  judging  from  appearances  only,  a 
man  might  be  tempted  to  say  she  was  a  couple  of 
leagues,  more  or  less,  under  our  lee." 

**  I  put  her  at  the  same !  ^  Six  miles  to  windward 
is  not  a  little  advantage,  in  a  hard  chase.  By  hea- 
vens, Earing,  I'll  drive  th^  ^  Caroline'  out  of  water, 
but  I'll  leave  him  !" 

"  That  might  be  done,  if  the  ship  had  wings  Kke 
a  curlew,  or  a  sea-gull ;  but,  as  it  is,  1  think  we  are 
more  likely  to  drive  ,her  under." 

"  She  bears  her  canvas  well,  so  far.  You  know 
not  what  the  boat  can  do,  when  urged." 

"  I  have  seen  her  sailed  in  all  weathers.  Captain 
Wilder,  but" 

His  mouth  was  suddenly  closed.  A  vast  black 
wave  reared  itself  between  the  ship  and  the  eastern 
horizon,  and  came  rolling  onward,  seeming  to  threat- 
en to  ingulf  all  before  it.  Even  Wilder  watched  the 
shock  with  breathless  anxiety,  conscious,  for  the  mo- 
ment, that  he  had  exceeded  the  bounds  of  sound 
discretion  in  ui^ing  his  ship  so  powerfully  against 
such  a  mass  of  water.  The  sea  broke  a  few  fathoms 
from  the  bows  of  the  "•  Caroline,"  and  sent  its  surge 
in  a  flood  of  foam  upon  her  decks.  For  half  a  min- 
ute, the  forward  part  of  the  vessel  disappeared,  as 
though,  unable  to  mount  the  swell,  it  were  striving 
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to  go  through  it,  aod  thep  ^e  l^favily  QmeTgl^fem? 
med  with  a  ipilHon  of  the  scmtUlating  insects  of  ttvE^ 
ocean.  The  ship  had  stopped,  trembling  id  every 
joint,  throughout  her  massive  apd  powerful  frawe, 
like  some  affrighted  courser ;  and,  when  she  resumed 
her  course,  it  was  with  a  moderation  th^it  appeared 
to  warn  those  who  governed  her  movemepta  ^  th^ir 
ndiscretipn. 

Earing  faced  his  Commander  in  silence,  perfectly 
conscious  that  nothing  he  could  utter  contained  aiQ-ar- 
gument  like  this.    The  seamen  no  longer  hesitated  to 
mutter  their  disapprobation  aloud,  and  many  a  pro- 
phetic opiniion  was  ventured  concerning  the  cons^ 
quences  of  such  reckless  risks.     To  all  this  Wilder 
turned  a  deaf  or  an  insensible  ear.     Firm  in  his  own 
secret  purpose,  he  would  have  braved  a  greater  ha?^ 
ard,  to  accomplish  his  object.     But  ^  distinct  tjiough 
smothered  shriek,  from  the  stem  of  the  vessel^  re- 
minded him  of  the  fears  of  others.     Turning  quickly 
on  his  heel,  he  approached  the  still  trerabliijg  Ger- 
trude and  her  governess,  who  had  both  been,  thirougln 
out  the  \vhole  of  those  long  and  tedious  hours,  inob- 
trusive,  but  deeply  interested,  observers  of  his  small- 
est movements, 

"  The  vessel  bore  that  shock  so  well,  I  have  great 
reliance  on  her  powers,"  he  s?iid  in  a  southing  voiipe, 
but  with  words  that  were  intended  to  lull  her  into  a 
blind  security.  "  With  a  firm  ship,  a  thorough  seams^ 
h  never  at  a  loss  !" 

"  Mr  Wilder,"  returned  the  governess,  "  I  have 
seen  much  of  this  terrible  element  on  w^hich  you 
live.  It  is  therefore  vain  to  think  of  deceiving  me, 
I  know  that  you  are  urging  the  ship  beyond  what 
is  usual.  Have  you  sufficient  motive  for  this  hardj-^ 
hood?" 

"Madam, — I  have  !" 

"  And  is  it,  like  so  many  of  your  motives,  to  con- 
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tiaue  locked  ^or  ever  in  your  own  breast  7  or  ijpay 
tv<6,%hd'are  equal  participators  in  its  cohsequerwiesi.' 
claim  to  share  equally  in  the  reason  ?"  ^ 
^  "Since  yoti  know  so  much  of  the  profession,""  re- 
tiirhed'  the  young  man,  slightly  laughing,  but  in  tones' 
that  were  rendered  periiaps  more  alarming  by  th^ 
sounds  produced  in  the  unnatural  effort,  "you  need 
not  be  told,  that,  in  order  to  get  a  ship  to  windward; 
it  is  necessary  to  spread  her  canvas," 

*^  Ydu  can,  at  least,  iinswer  one  of  my  questions 
more  ditectly  :  Is  this  wind  sufficiently  favourable  to 
pass  the  dangerous  shoals  of  the  Hatteras  ?'' 

"I  doubt  it." 

"  Then,  why  not  go  to  the  place  whence  we 
came?'' 

"Will  you' consent  to  return?"  demanded  tfid 
youth,  with  the  swiftness  of  thought.  '' 

**  1  would  go  to  my  father,"  sai^  Gertrude,  with  a 
rapidity  so  nearly  resembling  his  own,  that  the  ar-^ 
dent  girl  appeared  to  want  breath  to  utter  the  little 
she  said.'  .  '  ^ 

,  "And  t  am  willing,  Mr  Wilder,  to  abandon  the 
ship  entirely,"  calmly  resumed  the  governess.  "I 
require  no  explanation  of  all  your  mysterious  warn-^ 
ings ;  restore  us  to  our  friends  in  Newport',  and  no. 
further  questions  shall  ever  be  asked." 

"  It  might  be  done !"  muttered  our  adventurer ; 
"  it  might  be  done  ! — A  few  busy  hoirrs  Would  do  it; 
with  this  wind. — Mr  Earing!" —      / 

The  mate  was  instantly  at  his  elbow.     Wilder 

Eointed  to  the  dim  object  to  leeward ;  and,  handing 
im  the  glass,  desired  that  he  would-  take  another 
view.  Each  looked,  in  his  turn,  long  and  closely.  "■ 
*  "  He  shows  no  more  sail !"  said  the  Commander 
impatiently,  when  his  own  prolonged  gaze  was 
ended. 

"  Not  a  cloth,  sir.     But  what  matters  it,  to  such  a' 
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cra^,  riQw  much  canvas  is  spread,  or  how' 

6loW9  t** 

.  "  Earing^l  think  there  is  too  much,  southing. in 
^is  hreeze;  and  ther^^  is  in.ore  brewing  in  )H)nder 
streak  of  duskj  clouds  on  our  beam.  Let,  th^  ship 
&11  off  ^  couple  of  points,  or  moi*e5  and  take  the, 
strain  off  the  spars,  by  a  pull  upon  rthe  Weather 
braces."  , 

The  simple-pimded  mate  j^eard  the  Order  with  an 
astonishment  he  did  not  care  to  conceal.  Thei;^^ 
needed  no  explanation,  to  teach  bis  experienced  fp.V 
culties,  that  the  eftect  would  be  to  go  oyer  the  same* 
track  they  had  just  passed^  and  that  it  was,  in  sub- 
stance, abandoning  tne  objects  of  the  voyage.  Hc^ 
presumed  to  defer  his  compliance,  in,  order  to  re- 
monstrate. 

.  "  I  hope  there  is  no  offence  for  an  elderly  seaman, 
like  myself.  Captain  Wilder,  in  venturing  an  opinion 
on  the  weather,"  he  said.  "  When  the  pocket  of, 
the  owner  is  interested,  my  Judgment  approves  ,o£ 
going  about,  for  1  have  no  taste  for  Jand  that  the 
yrind  blows  on,  instead  of  off.  But,  by  easing  the 
ship  with  a  reef  or  two,  she  would  be  jogging  sear. 
)yard ;  and  all  we  gain  would  be  clear  gain  ;  becausis: 
it  IS  so  much  off  the  Hatteras.  Besides,  who  cai^ 
say  that  tp*-morrow,  or  the  next  day,  we  sha^n't  have 
a  puff  out  of  America,  here  at  north-west  ?" 

X  .•1,4.1.  " 

"  A  couple  of  points  fall  off,  and  a  pull  upon  your  ' 
weather  bracjes,"  said  Wilder,  with  startling  quiet- 
ness. 

'  It  would  have  exceeded  the  peaceful  and  submis- 
sive temperament  of  <hc  honest  Earing,  to liave  delay- 
ed any  longer.  The  orders  were  given  to  the  infert- 
or8X"TrfrJ,  as  a  matter  of  course,  they  were  obey^d-rr- 
though  ill-suppressed  and  portentous  sounds  of  disr 
content,  at  the  undetermined,  and  seemingly  unrea- 
sonable, changes  in  their  officer's  mind  might  have 


heenhe^^rd  issuiqg  frorn  t^^  iqiouths  of  I^ightbeadj., 
ah d  other  veterans  of  thk  crew. 

But  to  all  these  sjrnptoi:x;s  of  disaffection  Wilder 
remained,  as'Tbefo re,  utterly  indrsrere,nt.    If  he  heard 
them  at  all,  he  either  disaairied  to  yield  them  any 
nptice,  or,  guided  by  a  temporizing  policy,  he  chose 
19  appear  unconscious  of  their  import.    In  the  mean, 
time,  the  vessel,  like  a  bird  whose  wing  had  wearied 
vfith  struggling  against  the  tempest,  and  ^'hich  in- 
clines froD>  the  galq  to  dart  along  an  easier  course,, 
glided  swiftly  a,way,  quartering  the  crests  of  the. 
waves,  or  sinking  gracefally  into  their  troughs,  as , 
she  yielded  to  the  force  of  a  wind  that  was  novy 
iQade  to  be  favourable.  The  sea  rolled  Qii,  in  a  direc- 
tion  that  was  no  longer  adverse  to  l>er  course  ;  and, 
as  she  receded  from  the  breeze,  the  quantity  of  sail, 
slle  had  spread  was  no  longer  found  trying  to  her 
powers  of  endurance.*    Still  she  had,  in  Ihe  opinion 
oTf  all  her  crew,  quite  enough  canvas  exposed  to  a  , 
night  of  such  a  portentous  aspect.     But  not  so,  in 
tbe  judgment  of  the  stranger  who  was  .charged  vvith^ 
t^e  guidance  of  her  destinies.    Tp  a  voic^  that  still 
admonished^  his  inferiors  of  the  danger'of  disobedi- 
ence, he  commanded  several  broad  sheets  of  stud- 
dinig-sails  to  be,  set,  in  quick  succession.     Urged  by 
thesQ  new  impulses.,  the  ^h^p  vl^nt  careering  over 
the  waves;  leaving  a  traiq  of  fpam,  in  h^^  track, » 
t^at  rivalled,  in  its  yolum^^nd,  brightness,  thj^  tumb- 
ling sunrimit  of  the  largest  swell. 

When  sail  after^sail  nad  been  set,  mitil  even  Wil- 
der was  obliged  to  confess  to  himpplf  that  the  "  Roy- 
al Cafolirie,''  staunch  .as  she  was,  Would  bear  no  ^ 
more,  our  adventurer  began  to  pace  the  deck  again,  ^ 
abdjto  cast  his  eyes  aboi^t  hiiii,  in  order  to  watch  the  . 
fruits  of  Ijis  new  experiment.     Th^  change  in  the 
course  of  the  Bristol  trader  had  i^ade  a,correspond».< 
iii^  change  ill  the  appar^ent  direct^^    of  the  stranger, 
who  vet  ftpated  in  tbe  hoi^zp|i  IjJcQ  a  diw^ittuti^e  and 
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misty  shadow.  Still  the  unerring  compass  told  tlkc^ 
watchful  mariner,  that  she  continued  to  maintain  the 
same  relative  position  as  when  first  seen.  No  effort, 
on  the  part  of  Wilder,  could  apparently  alter  her 
bearing  an  inch.  Another  hour  soon  passed  away, 
during  which,  as  the  log  told  him,  the  "  Caroline"  had 
rolled  through  more  than  three  leagues  of  water,  and 
still  there  lay  the  stranger  in  the  west,  as  though  it 
were  merely  a  lessened  shadow  of  herself,  cast  by 
the  "Caroline*'  upon  the  distant  and  dusky  clouds. 
An  alteration  in  his  course  exposed  a  broader  sur- 
face of  his  canvas  to  the  eyes  of  the  spectators,  but 
in  nothing  else  was  there  any  visible  change.  If  his 
sails  had  been  materially  increased,  the  distance  and ; 
the  obscurity  prevented  even  the  understanding  Ear- 
ing from  detecting  it.  Perhaps  the  excited  mind  ojE 
the  worthy  mate  was  too  much  disposed  to  believe 
in  the  miraculous  powers  possessed  by  his  unac- 
countable neighbour,  to  admit  of  the  full  exercise  .~ 
of  his  experienced  faculties  on  the  occasion;  but 
eVen  Wilder,  who  vexed  his  sight,  in  often-repeated 
examinations,  was  obliged  to  confess  to  himself,  that 
the  stranger  seemed  to  glide,  across  the  waste  of 
waters,  more  like  a  body  floating  in  thie  air,  than  a 
ship  resorting  to  the^rdinary  expedients  of  mariners, 

■  Mrs  Wyllys  and  her  charge  had,  by  this  time;  re- 
tired to  their  cabin ;  the  former  secretly  felicitating ' 
herself  on  the  prospect  of  soon  quitting  a  vessel  that 
had  commenced  its  Voyage  under  such  sinister  cir- 
cumstances as  to  have  deranged  the  equilibrium  of 
even  her  well-governed  and  highly-disciplined  mind* ' 
Gertrude  was  left  in  ignorance  of  the  change,   '^o  , 
her  uninstructed  eye,  all  appeared  the  same  on  the  ' 
wilderness  of  the  ocean ;  Wilder  having  it  in  his - 
power  to  alter  the  direction  of  his  vessel  as  often  aV  ^ 
he  pleased,  without  his  fairer   arid  more  youthful - 
passenger  being  any  the  wiser  for  the  same.   .  ^  *  J^l^ 

'Not 80V however,  with theintelligent Corainan**r ^ 
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of  the  "  Caroline' •  himself.  To  him  there  was  nei- 
ther obscurity  nor  doubt,  in  the  midst  of  his  mid- 
night path.  His  eye  had  long  been  familiar  with 
every  star  that  ro^/i^m  Otttrthc  waving  bed  of  the 
sea,  to  set  in  another  dark  and  ragged  outline  of  the 
element  I  nor  was  there  a  blast,  that  swept  across 
the  ocean,  that  his  burning  checlrcould  not  tell  frOTii 
what  quarter  of  the^eavens  it  poured  out  its  power. 
He  knew,  and  understood,  each  inclination  made  by 
the  bows  of  his  ship ;  his  mind  kept  even  pace  with 
her  windings  aild  turnings,  in  all  her  trackless  wan- 
derings ;  and  he  had  little  need  to  consult  ^ny  of 
the  accessories  of  his  art,  to  tell  him  what  course  to 
steer,  or  in  what  manner  to  guide  the  movements  o^ 
the  nice  machine  he  governed.  Still  was  he  unable 
to  explain  the  extraordinary  evolutions  of  the  stran- 
ger. His  sniallest  change  seemed  rather  anticipated 
than  followed^  and  his  hopes  of  eluding  a  vigilance, 
that  proved  so  watchful,  was  baffled  by  a  facility  of 
naanoeuvrihg,  and  a  superiority  of  sailing,  that  really 
began  to  assume,  even  to  his  intelligent  eycs^  the 
appearance  of  some  unaccountable  agency. 

While  oiir  adventurer  was  ertgaged  in  the  gloomy 
musings  that  such  impresisions  were  riot  ill  adapted 
to  excite,  the  heavens  and  the  sea  began  to  exhibit 
Smother  aspect.  The  bright"  streak  which  had  so 
long  hung  along  the  eastern  horizon,  as  though  the 
curtain  of  the  firmament  had  been  slightly  opened 
to  admit  a  passage  (<Jr  the  winds,  wag  now  suddenly 
closed  ;  and  heavy  masses  of  black  clouds  began  to 
gather  in  that  quarter,  until  vast  volumes  of  the  va- 
pour were  piled  upon  the  water,  blending  the  two 
elements  in  one.  On  the  other  hand,  the  dark  can- 
opy lifted  in  the  west,  and  a  long  belt  of  lurid  light 
was  shed  over  the  view.  In  this  flood  of  bright  and 
portentous  mist  the  stranger  still  floated,  though  there 
were  rnomen^ts  whefi  his  faint  and  fanciful  putlines 
ieeined  to  be  meltiag  into  thin  air  " 


'oc  •;    .)  i  ^  j.-.-v  ■     Y  2 


"'U, 


S59  THE    RED    ROVER.' 


'  1     \         '  ■ 

■ ...  J  ,- .    .     ♦ ' 


"f  ■    • .    • 


■     ,  ,        ,  ■  •  I    ' . '       '      '  ■    "^    .  ' 

CHAPTER  XVL 

'.■'■• 

^Tet  again?    What  do  yoa  hetHf   SIuJl  ire  gite  o^er,  toe 

drown  P    Have  3'oii  ft  mind  to  sipk  ?** — Ttay^. 

Our  watchful  adventurer  was  not  l)lipd  to  these 
well-known  and  sinister  omens.  No  sooner  .did  the 
peculiar  atmosphere,  by  which  the  mysterious  image 
that  he  so  often  examined  w^s  suddenly  surrounded, 
catch  his  eye,  than  his  voice  was  heard  in  the  clear, 
,   powerful,  and  exciting  notes  of  Warning. 

"  Stand  by,"  he  called  aloud,  '^  to  in  all  studding 
sails  !  Down  with  them  !"  he  added,  scarcely  giv* 
ing  his  former  words  time  to  reach  the  ears  of  hia 
subordinates,  "  Down  with  every  rag  of  them,  torn 
and  aft  the  ship  !  Man  the  top-gallaat  clew-lines,  Mr 
Jiaring.  Clew  up,  and  clew  down!  In  with  every, 
thing,  cheerily,  men  !  In!"  ,; 

This  was  a  language  to  which  the  crew  Of  the 
"  Caroline"  were  no  strangers,  and  one- which  was 
doubly  welcome ;  since  the  meanest  seaman  of  them 
all  had  long  thought  that  his  unknown  Commander 
had  been  heedlessly  trifling  with  the  safety  of  the 
vessel,  by  the  hardy  manner  in  whtch  he  disregard- 
ed the  wild  symptoms  of  the  weather.  But  they 
undervalued  the  keen-ey^d  vigilance  of  Wilder.  He 
had  certainly  driven  the  Bristol  trader  through  the 
water  at  a  rate  she  had  never  been  known  to  have 
gone  before  ;  but,  thus  far,  the  facts  themselvjes  at^ 
tested  in  his  favour,  since  no  injury  was  the  conse- 
quence of  what  they  deemed  his  temerity.  At  the 
quick,  sudden  order  just  given,  however,  the  whole 
ship  was  instantly  in  an  uproar.  A  dozen  seaineci 
called  to  each  other,  from  dififerent  parts  of  the  ve*? 
sel,  each  striving  to  lift  his  voice  above  th^  roar;iog^ 
ocean ;  and  there  was  every^  appearance  of  a  general 
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and  inextricable  confusion;  Kut  theiarhe  authority 

which  had  iaroused  tliem,  thus  unexpectedly,  into 

a^ctivity,  produced    order,  from    their  ill-directed 

though  vigorous  efforts. 

\   Wilder  had  spoken,  to  awaken  the  drowsy,  and  to 

6xcite  the  torpid.     The  instant  he  found  each  man 

on  the  alert,  he  resumed  his  orders,  with  a  calmness 

that  gave.a  direction  to  the  powers  of  all,  but  still 

with  an  energy  that  he  well  knew  was  called  for  by 

the  occasion.     The  enormous  sheets  of  duck,  which 

(lad  looked  like  so  many  light  clouds  in  the  murky 

and  threatening  heavens,  were  soon  seen  fluttering 

wildly,  as  they  descended  from  their  high  places ; 

acul,  m  a  few  minutes,  the  ship  was  ceduced  to  the 

action  of  her  more  secure  and  heavier  canvas.     To 

effect  this  object,  every  man  in  the  ship  had  exerted 

his  powers  to  the  utmost,  under  the  guidance  of  the 

steady  but  rapid   mandates  of  their  Commander. 

Then  followed  a  short  and  apprehensive  breathing 

pause.     Every  eye  was  turned  towards  the  quarter 

where  the  ominous  signs  had  been  discovered  ;   and 

each  individual  endeavoured  to  read  their  import. 

with  an  intelligence  correspondent  to  the  degree  of 

skill  he  might  have  acquired,  during  his  particular 

period  of  service,  on  that  treacherous  element  which 

Was  now  his  home. 

The  dim  ti'acery  of  the  stranger's  form  had  been 

swallowed  by  the  flood  of  misty  light,  which,  by  this 

time,  rolled  along  the  sea  like  drifting  vapour,  semi: 

pellucid,  preternatural,  and  seemingly  tangible.  The 

ocean  itself  appeared  admonished  that  a  quick  and 

violent  change  was  nigh.     The  waves  had  ceased  to  - 

break  in  their  former  foaming  and  brilliant  crests  , 

but  black  masses  of  the  water  were  seen  lifting  their 

surly  summits  against  the  eastern  horizon,  no  longer 

relieved  by  their  scintillating  brightness,  or  shedding 

thjeif  own  peculiaf  and  lucid  atmosphere  around 

Uiem.     The  breeze  which  had  been  no  fresh,  and 


which  b?^4  cyei^  blpwpv^tjimesvwitlp  afprq 
pearly  amountqd  to  a  litfli^  '^Icvwa^s  Iqlfingand  V%^ 
coming  uncertaii),  as  though  iBL\ye^  by  fte  more  yjp^, 
lent  power  that  was  gathering  along  the  borders  of 
the  sea,  in  the  direction,  of  the  neighbouring  conti- 
nent .  Each  moment,  thet  eastern  puffs  oi^  ^lir  lo§|| 
their  strength,  and.  became  more  and  more  feeble, 
until,  in  an  incredibly  short  period,  the  heavy  sails 
were  heard  flapping  against  the  masts-— a  fnghtiul 
and  ominous  calm  succeeding.  At  this  ir^stantV  a 
glancing,  flashing  gleam  lighted  the  fearful  ol>scuril)r 
of  the  ocean :  and  a  roar,  like  that  of  a  sudden  burst 
of  thunder,  bellowed  along  the  waters.  The  seamen 
turned  their  startled  looks  on  each  other,  and  stooi^ 
stupid,  as  though  a  warning  had  been  given,  frSini 
the  heavens  themselves,  of  what  was  to  follow.  B^t 
their  calm  and  more  sagacious  Commander  ppt -^ 
different  construction  on  the  signal.  His  lip  curle^ 
in  high  professional  pride,  and  his  niouth  moved  rap* 
jdly,  while  he  muttered  to  himself,  with  a  species  pi 
scorn, — 

"  Does  he  think  we  sleep  ?  Ay,  he  has  got  it  himr 
feelf,  and  would  open  our  eyes  to  what  is  coming! 
What  does  he  imagine  we  have  been  about,  since  the 
middle  watch  was  set  V* 

Then,  Wilder  made  a  swift  turn  or  two  on  thi^ 
quarter-deck,  never  ceasing  to  bend  his  quick  glances 
from  one  quarter  of  the  heavens  to  another ;  fron^ 
the  black  and  lulling  w^ater  on  which  his  vessel  vyas 
rolling,  to  the  sails ;  and  from  his  sileint  and  profound^ 
\j  expectant  crew,  to  the  dim  lines  of  spars  that  were 
waving  above  his  head,  like  so  many  pencils  tracing 
'their  curvilinear  and  wanton  images  over  the  mur^Y 
Volumes  of  the  superincumbent  clouds.  *  * 

"  Lay  the  after-yards  square  !"  he  said,  in  a  voice 
which  was  heard  by  every  man  on  deck^  though  H13 
words  were  apparently  spoken  J)ut  httle  above  Kia 
breath.     Even  the  creaking  of  the  blocks,  as  J])^ 
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Ipara  came ifewly  and  heavily  round  to  the  indicated 
position,  contributed  to  the  imposing  character  of 
the  moment,  and  sounded,  in  the  ears  of  all  the  in- 
structed listeners,  like  notes  of  fearful  preparatioji, ' 
,  "  Haul  up  the  courses !"  resumed  Wilder,  after  a 
thoughtful,  hrief  interval,  with  the  same  eloquent 
calmness  of  manner.  Then,  taking  another  glance 
at  the  threatening  horizon,  he  added,  with  emphasis, 
"  Furl  them— furl  them  both :  Away  aloft,  and  hand 
your  courses,*'  he  continued,  in  a  shout ;  "  roll  them 
up,  cheerily ;  in  with  them,  boys,  cheerily ;  in  j" 

The  conscious  seamen  took  their  impulses  frona 
the  tones  of  their  Commander.  In  a  moment,  twen- 
ty dark  forms  were  seen  leaping  up  the  rigging,  with 
the  alacrity  of  so  many  quadrupeds  ;  and,  ii>  another 
minute,  the  vast  and  powerful  sheets  of  canvas  were 
effectually  rendered  harmless,  by  securing  then^  in 
tight  rolls  to  their  respective  spars.  The  tnen  de- 
scended as  swiftly  as  they  had  mounted  to  the  yards ; 
and  then  succeeded  another  short  and  breathing 
pause..  At  this  moipent,  a  candle  would  have  sent 
its  flame  perpendicularly  towards  the  heavens.  The 
-sTiip,  missing  the  steadying  power  of  the  wind,  roll- 
led  heavily  in  the  troughs  of  the  seas,  which,  hpw- 
ever,' began  to  be  more  diminutive,  at  each  instant; 
as  though  the  startled  element  was  recalling,  into  the 
security  of  its  own  vast  bosom,  that  portion  of  its 
particles  which  had,  just  before,  been  permitted  to 
gambol  so  madly  oyer  its  surface.  The  water  wash- 
ed sullenly  along  the  side  of  the  ship,  or,  as  she  la- 
bouring rOse  from  one  of  her  frequent  falls  into  the 
hpllows  of  the  waves,  it  shot  back  into  the  ocean 
from  her  decks,  in  numberless  little  glittering  cas- 
cades. Every  hue  of  the  heavens,  every  sound  of 
the  element,  and  each  dusky  and  anxious  countenance 
^bat  was  visible,  helped  to  proclaim  the  intense  in- 
terest of  the  moment.     It  was  in  this  brief  interval 
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of  expectation,  ^nd  inactivity,  that  the^  jpoate^  ^S^i^ 
approiached  tFioir  Conirnarider. 

"It  is  aii  awful  night, Captain  Wilder !"  said  Ear^ 
itog,  presuming  on  his  rank  to  be  the  first  of  the  two 
td  speak. 

^    "  I  have  knowi>  far  less  notice  given  of  a  shift  o( 
wind,^^  Was  the  stleady  answer.  . 

"We  have  had  time  to  gath^  in  oqr  kites, 7tis 
true,  sir ;  hut  Jthere  are  sigh?  anii  warnings,  that  com)^ 
Witt  this  change,  at  which  the  oldest  seaman  ha^ 
reason  to  taic6  iieed  r^ 

"Yes,"  continue^  Nigl^thead,  in  a  voice  that  sound- 
ied  hoarse  and  powerful,  even  amid  the  fearful  acce^- 
stories  of  that  scene ;  '^^  yes,  it  is  ho  trining  commisr 
feion  that  caii  call  people,  that  I  shall  not  name,'  out 
Upon  the  water  in  such  a  night  iais  this.  It  was  in 
just  such  weather  t^ai  I  saw,  the  '  Vesuvius'  ketch 
go  (o  aplace  so  deep,  that  her  own  mortar  woiil^ 
hoi  have  been  able  to  have  sent  a  bomb  into  the 
open  air,  had  hands  sind  fire  been  there  fit- to  let  it 

"  Ay :  and  it  was  in  such  a  time  that  the  Gr^ei> 
landn^^n  was  cast  upoh  the  Orkneys,  in  as  flat  a  ealin 
as  eyer  lay  on  the  sea."  .  '^ 

'^  Gentlem^p,"  said  Wilder,  with  a  peculiar  and 
perhai$^  an  irbiiical  eniphasis  on  the  worcj,  "  whiat^is 
it  you  vvould  have?  There  is  not  a  breath  of  air 
stirring,  and  the  ship  is  naked  to  her  topsails  1"^ 

It  vvould  have  been  difficult  for  either  of '  itjie  two 
malcontents  to  hav6  given  a  very  satisfactory  iahswelf 
to  this  question.  Both  were  secretly  goaded  by 
mysterious  and  superstitious  apprehensions,  thaf 
Were  powerfully  aided  by  the  more  real  and  intetrU' 
giblfs  aspect  of  the  night;  but  neither  had  ^' far  foi^ 

S gotten  his  mafihood,  and  his  professional  pride,  as  fjo 
ay  bare  the  full  extent  of  bis  oiyh  weadcness,  at -a 
i&oment  when  be  was  liable  to  be' Called  upon  iCbj 


the  «}diilnftK>h  of  qualities  of  a  far  more  positive  ancf 
deteHnined  character.  Still,  the  ffeeling  that  was 
tippemiost  b^^trayed  itself  in  the  reply  of  Earing, 
thott^h  in  an  indirect  and  covert  manner. 

"  Yes,  the  vessel  is  snug  enough  now,"  he  said, 
"  though  eye-sight  has  shown  us  all  it  is  no  easy  mat- 
ter to  drive'  a  freighted  ship  though  the  water  as  fast 
As  one  of  your  flying  craft  can  go,  aboard  of  which 
no  man  can  say,  who  stands  at  the  litelm,  by  what 
compass  she  steers,  or  what  is  her  draught !" 

"  Ay,^'  resumed  Nighthead,  "  1  call  the  '  Caroline* 
fast  for  an  honest  trader,  and  few  square-rigged  boats 
aire  there,  who  do  not  wear  the  pennants  of  the  Kjng, 
that  can  eat  her  out  of  the  wind,  or  bring  her  into 
their  wake,  with  studding-sails  abroad.  But  this  is 
^  time,  and  an  hbur,  to  make  a  seaman  think.  Look 
At  yon  hazy  light,  here,  in  with  the  land,  that  is 
coming  so  fast  down  upon  us,  and  then  tell  me 
whether  it  comes  from  the  coast  of  America,  of 
whether  it  comes  from  out  of  the  stranger  who  ha^ 
been  so  long  running  under  our  lee,  but  who  ha^ 
got,  or  is  fast  getting,  the  wind  of  u^  at  last,  and  yet 
none  here  can  say  how,  6r  Why.  I  have  jnst  this 
much,  and  no  more,  to  say:  Give  nie  for  consort  a 
craft  whose  Captain  I  know,  or  give  me  none  P'  : 
'  "  Such  is  your  taste,  Mr  Nighthead,"  said  Wilder, 
coldly  ;  "  mine  may,  ^by  some  accideiit,  be  very  dif- 
ferent." 

"  Yes,  yes,"  observed  the  more  cautious  and  pni- 
dent  Earing,  "in  time  of  war,  and  with  letters  of 
marque  aboa;rd,  a  man  may  honestly  hope  the  sail' 
he  sees  should  have  a  stranger  for  her  master ;  or 
otherwise  he  would  never  fall  in  with  an  enemy.  But,' 
though  an  EngJislhman  bom  myself,  I  should  rather 
give  the  ship  in  that  mist  a  clear  sea,  seeing  that  I 
Ijpeiiher  know  her  nation  nor  her  cruise.  Ah,  Cap^ 
tain  Wilder,  yonder  is  art  awful  sight  for  the  morn- 
ing watch !     Ofl«n,  and  often,  have  I  seeli  the  sun 
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rise  in  the  east,  and  no  banp  done ;  but  Kitll^^^^gopd 
can  come  of  a  day  when  the  light  first  breaks  ie  tht$  * 
west.  Cheerfully  would  ]  give  the  owners  the  last 
month's  pay,  hard  as  I  have  earned  it  with  my  toil, 
did  I  but  know  under  what  flag  yonder  stranger 
sails."  -  ' 

"  Frenchman,  Don,  or  Devil,  yondeir  he  comes  *" 
cried  Wilder  Then,  turning  towards  the  silent  and 
attentive  crw^,  he  shouted,  in  a  voice  that  was  ap- 
palling by  its  vehemence  ;and  warning,  *'  Let  run 
the  after  halyards  !  round  with  the  fore-yard  I  round 
with  it,  men,  with  a  will !"  ^     , 

These  were  cries  that  the  startled  crew  perfectly 
understood.  Every  nerve  and  muscle  w^re  exepted' 
to  execute  the  orders,  in  time  to  be  ja  readiness  for 
the  approaching  tempest.  No  man  spoke ;  but  each 
expended  the  utmost  of  his  power  and  skill  in  direct 
and  manly  efforts*  Nor  was  there,  in  verity,  a  mo^ 
ment  to  lose,  or  a  particle  of  human  strength  expend^ 
ed  here,  without  a  sufficient  object. 

The  lucid  and  fearful -looking  mist,  which,  for  the 
last  quarter  of  an  hour,  had  been  gathering  m  the 
north-west,  was  now  driving  down  upon  them  with 
the  speed  of  a  race-Jiorse.  The  air  had  already 
lost  the  damp  and  peculiar  feeling  of  an  easterly, 
breeze ;  and  little  eddies  were  beginning  to  flutter 
among  the  masts — ^precursors  of  the  coming  squall* 
Then,  a  rushing,  roaring  sound  was  heard  moaning 
along  the  ocean,  whose  surface  was  first  dimpled, 
next  ruffled,  and  finally  covered,  with  one  sheet  of 
clear,  white,  and  spotless  foam.  At  the  next  mor? 
ment,  the  power  of  the  wind  fell  full  upon  tlie  inert 
and  labouring  Bristol  trader.  ,, 

As  the  gust  approached.  Wilder  had  seized  tb^ 
slight  opportunity,  afforded  by  the  changeful  puffs  tyf. 
air,  to  get  the  ship  as  much  as  possible  before  the? 
wind ;  but  the  sluggish  movement  of  the  vessel  met 
neither  the  wishes  of  l-^is  own  impatience  nor  tbcj  exi  j 
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fencies  of  the  moment.  Her  bows  had  slowly  and 
eavily  fallen  off  from  the  north,  leading  her  precise 
ly  in  a  situation  to  receive  the  first  shock  on  her 
broadside.  Happy  it  was,  for  all  who  had  life  at 
risk  in  that  defenceless  vessel,  that  she  was  not  fated 
to  receive  the  whole  weight  of  the  tempest  at  a  blow. 
The  sails  fluttered  and  trembled  on  their  massive 
yards, bellying  and  collapsing  alternately  for  a  minute, 
and  then  the  rushing  wind  swept  over  theni  in  a  hur- 
ricane. 

The  "  Caroline"  received  the  blast  like  a  stout 
and  buoyant  ship,  yielding  readily  to  its  impulse,  un- 
til her  side  lay  nearly  incumbent  on  the  "element  in 
which  she  floated;  and  then,  as  if  the  fearful  fabric 
"were  conscious  of  its  jeopardy,  it  seemed  to  lift  its 
reclining  masts  again,  struggling  to  work  its  way 
beavily  through  the  water. 

"  Keep  the  helm  a-weather  I  Jam  it  a-weather, 
for  your  life !"  shouted  Wilder^  amid  the  roar  of  the 
gust 

The  veteran  seaman  at  the  wheel  obeyed  the 
Qrder  with  steadiness,  but  in  vain  he  kept  his  eyes 
riveted  oil  the  margin  of  his  head  sail,  in  order  to 
watch  the  manner  the  ship  would  obey  its  power. 
Twice  more,  in  as  many  moments,  the  tall  masts  fell 
towards  the  horizon,  waving  as  often  gracefully  up- 
ward, and  then  they  yielded  to  the  mighty  pressure 
of  the  wind,  until  ^e  whole  machine  lay  prostrate 
on  the  w^ter. 

** Reflect!"  said  Wilder,  seizing  the  bewildered 
Earing  by  the  arm,  as  the  latter  rushed  madly  up 
the  steep  of  the  deck ;  "  it  is  our  duty  to  be  calm  : 
Bring  hither  an  axe." 

Quick  as  the  thought  which  gave  the  order,  the 

adnaonished  mate  complied,  jumping  into  the  miz- 

zen-channels  of  the  ship,  to  execute,  with  his  own 

hands,  the  mandate  that  he  well  knew  must  follow 

^^'  Shall  I  cut?"  he  dMfiauded,  with  uplifted  arms^ 

Vol..  I.  -2 
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and  in  a  voice  that  atoned  for  bis  momentary  con<' 
fusion,  by  its  steadiness  and  force. 

^^  Hold !  Does  the  ship  mind  her  helm  at  all  V^ 

"  Not  an  inch,  sir.'* 

"  Then  cut,"  Wilder  clearly  and  calmly  added. 

A  single  blo>^  sufficed  for  the  discharge  of  the 
momentary  act.  Extended  to  the  utmost  p6wer8  of 
endurance,  by  the  vast  weight  it  upheld,  the  lanyard 
struck  by  Earing  no  sooner  parted,  than  each  <k  lU 
fellows  snapped  in  succession,  leaving  the  mast  de- 
pendant on  itself  alone  for  the  support  of  all  its 
ponderous  and  complicated  hamper.  The  cracking 
of  the  woo3  can>e  next ;  and  then  the  ri^ng  fell, 
like  a  tree  that  had  been  sapped  at  its  foundation,  ^ 
the  little  distance  that  still  existed  between  it  and 
the  sea. 

"  Does  she  fall  off?"  instantly  called  Wilder  to 
the  observant  seaman  at  the  wheel. 

^'  She  }'ielded  a  little,  sir;  but  this  new  squall  w 
bringing  her  up  again." 

"  Shall  1  cut  ?"  shouted  Earing  from  the  main  rig- 
ging, whither  he  had  leaped,  like  a  tiger  who  had 
bounded  on  his  prey. 

"Cut !"  was  the  answer. 

A  loud  and  imposing  crash  soon  succeeded  this 
order,  though  not  before  several  heavy  blows  had 
been  stnick  into  the  massive  mast  itself.  As  before, 
the  seas  received  th#  tumbling  maze  of  spars,  rig* 
gmg,  and  sails ;  the  vessel  surging,  at  the  same  in- 
stant, from  its  recumbent  position,  and  rolling  far 
and  heavily  to  windward. 

"  She  riglits !  she  rights !"  exclaimed  twenty- 
voices,  which  had  been  hitherto  miite,  in  a  suspensW^ 
that  involved  life  and  death. 

"  Keep  her  dead  away  I"  added  the  still  calm  but* 
deeply  authoritative  voice  of  the  young  Comman- 
der. **  Stand  by  to  furl  the  fore-topsail — let  it  hang^ 
a  moment  to  drag  the  ship  clear  ^  the  wreck*^c)>* 
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cut^-ichci«rily,  men — >hat<^ete  n,nd  knives— cut  ti>ith 
all,  and  cut  0/ all!" 

As  the  men .  now  worked  with  the  freshened  vig- 
our of  revived  hope,  the  ropes  that  still  confined  the 
fallen  spars  to  the  vessel  were  quickly  severed ;  and 
the  '^  Caroline,"  by  this  time  dead  before  the  gale, 
appeared  barely  to  touch  the  foaun  that  covered  the 
sea,  like  a  bird  that  was  swift  upon  the  wing  skim- 
ming the  waters.  The  wind  came  over  the  waste 
in  gusts  that  rumbled  like  distant  thunder,^  and  with 
k  power  that  seemed  to  threaten  to  lift  the  ship  and 
its  contents  from  its  proper  element,  to  deliver  it  to 
one  still  more  variable  and  treacherous.  As  a  pru- 
dent and  sagacious  seaman  had  let  fly  the  halyards 
of  the  solitary  sail  that  remained,  at  the  moment 
when  the  squall  approached,  the  loosened  but  low- 
ered topsail  was  now  distended  in  a  manner  that 
threatened  to  drag  after  it  the  only  mast  which  strll 
stood.  Wilder  instantly  saw  the  necessity  of  getting 
rid  of  this  sail,  and  he  also  saw  the  utter  impossibil- 
ity of  securing  it.  Calling  Earing  to  his  side,  he 
pointed  out  the  danger,  and  gave  the  necessary  order. 

"  Yon  spar  cannot  stand  such  shocks  much  longer," 
he  concluded ;  "  and,  should  it  go  over  the  bows, 
some  fatal  blow  might  be  given  to  the  ship  at  the 
rate  she  is  moving.  A  man  or  two  must  be  sent  aloft 
to  cut  the  sail  from  the  yards." 

"The  stick  is  bending  like  a  willow  whip," return- 
ed the  mate,  "  and  the  lower  mast  itself  is  sprung. 
There  would  be  great  danger  in  trusting  a  life  in 
that  top,  while  such  wild  squalls  as  these  are  breath- 
ing around  us." 

.  "  You  may  be  right,"  returned  Wilder,  with  a 
^dden  conviction  of  the  truth  of  what  the  other  had 
said :  '*  Stay  you  then  here ;  and,  if  any  thing  befal 
me,  try  to  get  tfie  vessel  into  port  as  far  north  as  the 
Capes  of  Virginia,  at  least ;— on  no  account  attempt 
Hatteras,  in  Uie  present  condition  of" 
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"What  would  you  do,  Captart  Wader?*^  mt*r. 
rupted  the  mate,  laying  his  hand  powerfully  on  the 
shoulder  of  his  Commander,  who,  he  observed,  had 
already  thrown  his  sea-cap  on  the  deck,  and^  was 
preparing  to  divest  himself  of  some  of  his  outer  gar- 
ments. 

"  I  go  aloft,  to  ease  the  mast  of  that  topsail,  with- 
out which  we  lose  the  spar,  and  possibly  the  ship.'* 

"  Ay,  ay,  1  see  that  plaiin  enough ;  but,  shall  it  be 
said,  Another  did  the  duty  of  Edward  Earing?  It 
is  your  business  to  carjry  the  vessel  into  the  Capes 
of  Virginia,  and  naine  to  cut  the  topsail  adrift.  If 
harm  comes  to  me,  why,  put  it  in  the  log,  with  a 
word  or  two  about  the  manner  in  which  I  played  my 
part:  That  is  always  the  best  and  most  proper  epi- 
taph for  a  sailor," 

Wilder  made  no  resistance,  but  resumed  his  watch- 
ful and  reflecting  attitude,  with  the  simplicity  of  one 
who  had  been  too  long  trained  to  the  discharge  of 
certain  obligations  himself,  to  manifest  surprise  that 
another  should  acknowledge  their  imperative  charac- 
ter. In^the  mean  time.  Earing  proceeded  steadily 
to  perform  what  he  had  just  promised.  Passing  into 
the  waist  of  the  ship,  he  provided  himself  with  a 
suitable  hatchet,  and  then,  without  speaking  a  sylla- 
ble to  any  of  the  mute  but  attentive  seamen,  he 
sprang  into  the  fore-rigging,  every  strand  and  rope- 
yarn  of  which^was  tightened  by  the  strain  nearly  to 
snapping.  The  understanding  eyes  of  his  observers 
comprehended  his  intention ;  and,  with  precisely  tlie 
same  pride' of  station  as  had  ui^ed  him  to  the  dan- 
gerous undertaking,  four  or  five  of  the  older  mari- 
ners jumped  upon  the  ratlings,  to  mount  with  him 
into  an  air  that  apparently  teemed  with  a  hundred- 
hurricanes,  - 

"Lie  down  out  of  that  fore-rigging,''  shouted 
Wilder,  through  a  deck-trumpet ;  "  lie  down  ;  all,  bui 
the  mate,  lie  down  I"    His  words  were  home  past 
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Jtti0  hii^eBiii^^ears  <rf  the  excited  and  mortifi^  (ol*' 
iowers<<rf  Eari^g^  bat  thej  £sLiled  ^  their  effect 
Each  man  was  too  much  bent  on  his  own  earnest 
parpose  to  listen  to  the  sounds  of  recall.  In  less 
than  a  rtiinute,  the  whol§  were  scattered  along  the 

?ardS)  prepared  to  obey  the  signal  of  their  officer, 
i'he .mate  cast  a  look  about  Mm;  and,  perceiving 
that  the  time  was  comparatively  favourable,  he  struck 
a  blow  upon  the  large  rope  that  confined  one  of  the 
angles  of  the  distended  and  bursting  sail  to  the  lowei 
yard.  The  effect  was  much  the  same  as  would  be 
produced  by  knocking  away  the  key^stone  of  an  ill- 
cemented  arch.  The  canvas  broke  from  all  its  fast- 
enings with  a  loud  explosion,  and,  for  an  instant,  was 
seen  sailing  in  the  air  ahead  of  the  ship,  as  though  sus- 
tained on  the  wings  of  an  eagle.  The  vessel  rose  on 
a  sluggish  wave — the  lingering  remains  of  the  former 
breeze — and  then  settled  heavily  over  the  rolling 
,surge^  borne  down  alike  by  its  o>vn  weight  and  the 
renewed  violence  of  the  gusts.  At  this  critical  in- 
stant^ while  the  seamen  aloft  w^re  still  gazing  in  the 
direction  in  which  the  little  cloud  of  canvas  had 
disappeared,  a  lanyard  of  the  lower  ^ri^ing  parted 
with  a  crack  that  even  reached  the  ears  of  Wilder. 
**^  Lie  down !"  he  shouted  fearfully  through  hid 
trumpet ;  "  down  by  the  backstays ;  down  for  your 
lives  ;  ev^ry  man  of  you,  down  !" 

A  solitary  individual,  of  them  all,  pi€fitcd  by  the 
warning,  and  was  seen  gliding  towards  the  deck  witli 
the  velocity  of  the  wind.  But  rope  parted  aftei 
rope,  and  the  fatal  snapping  of  the  wood  instantly 
followed.  For  a  moment,  the  towering  maze  totter- 
ed, and  seemed  to  wave  towards  every  quarter  of 
the  heavens;  and  then,  yielding  to  the  movements 
of  the  hull,  the  whole  fell,  with  a  heavy  crash,  into 
the  seff  Each  cord,  lanyard,  or  stay  snapped,  when 
.  tt received  th^  strain  of,  its  pew  position,  as  though 

it  had  been  made  of  thread,  leaving  tb^-aaked  and 
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4e0p^iBfd  buH  of  &e^Gah>Kfte^  ^  ^s^a^'immmk 
beiEore  tbe  iempest,  as  if  &Q^tl»ng^  haA^OciiiuiiBtl  W 
impede  it&  progress. 

A  mute  aBd  eloquent  pause  succeeded  thi»  disas- 
ter. It  appeared  as  if  tbe^elemeuts  th^nselres  were 
appeased  by  their  M^ork,  aad  something  like  a  ma« 
mentary  lull  is  the  awful  rushing  of  the  winds  might 
have  been  fancied.  Wilder  sprang  to  tiie  side  of  the 
vessel,  and  distinctly  beheld  the  victims,  who  still 
clung  to  their  frail  support.  He  even  saw  Earif^ 
waving  his  hand,  in  adieu,  with  a  seaman^s  heart, 
and  like  a  man  who  not  only  fek  how  desperate  was 
his  situatioD,  but  one  who  knew  how  to  meet  his 
fate  with  resignation.  Then  tlie  wreck  of  spars^ 
with  all  who  clung  to  it,  was  swallowed  up  in  the 
body  of  tbe  frightful,  pretematuraMooking  mifii 
which  extended  on  every  side*  of  them,  from  the 
ocean  to  the  clouds. 

"Stand  by,  to  clear  away  a  boat!"  shouted 
Wilder,  without  pausing  to  think  of  the  impossibility 
of  one's  swimming,  or  of  effecting  tlie  least  good,  in 
so  violent  a  tornado. 

But  the  amazed  and  confounded  seamen  who  re- 
mained needed  not  instruction  in  this  matter.  No 
man  moved,  nor  was  the  smallest  symptom  of  obe- 
dience given.  The  mariners  looked  wildly  around 
them,  each  endeavouring  td  trace,  in  the  dusky  coun^ 
tenance  of  the  other,  his  opinion  of  the  extent  of 
the  evil ;  but  not  a  mouth  was  opened  among  them  all. 

"  It  is  too  late — it  is  too  late  .'"murmured  Wilder 
to  himself;  "  human  skill  and  human  efforts  could 
not  save  them  !"  :' 

"  Sail,  ho  !"  Nighthead  muttered  at  his  elbow,  in 
a  voice  that  teemed  witk  a  species  of  superstitious 
awe. 

"Let  him  come  on,"  returqW  his  you n^  Com* 
mander,  bitterly;  "tbe  mischief  is  ready  finished 
telw«hattd»r^ 


flW  ^WftWk  9fi4  ft«^pww»g?rf  tp  #p^^)c  her,  if  n 
man  can  make  his  voice  heard  in  this  tempe^t,^^  tb« 
9ecgyQ^4  mater  qoatiaue^^  pcHOtiq^,  dupoiigh  the  haze, 
at  the  dim  object  that  was  certamly  at  band. 

^'  Spesji;  hj^i:  Ir^passenge^  V  mattered  Wilder,  in- 
vpluntarily  repeating  his  wor<k.  '^  Ko ;  any  thing  is 
better  than  speaking  her.  Do  you  see  the  vessel 
that  is  driving  dP^nupon  us  so  fast  ?^^  he  sternly  de- 
manded of  the  watcblul  seamao  who  still  cluog.to 
the  wheel  pf  ^^e  "Caroline."  ' 

"  Ay»  ay,  wr,'?  was  the  brief,  professional  reply. 
^  ''  Give  her  a  birtb-r-sheer  away  hard  to  port-r 
perhaps  he  may  pass  us  in  jUie  gloom^now  we  ai^e 
jpio  higher  than  our  deckSi    Give  the  ship  a  broai4 
Bbe^,  I  «ay,  sU*.." 

The  s^e  laconio  answer  as  before  was  given  ^ 
and,  for  a  few  moments,  the  Bristol  trader  was  see« 
diver^ng  a  little  from  the  line  in  which  the  other  ap- 
proached ;  buta  &ecoiid  glance  asisured  Wilder  that 
the  attempt  was  useless.  Tb^  strange  ship  (and 
every  man  on  board  felt  certain  it  was  the  same  that 
had  spt  long  b^en  seen  hanging  in  the  north- w^tern 
hocizon)  came  on^  through  the  mist,  with  a  swiftness 
that  nearly  equalled  the  velocity  of  the  tempestuous 
winds  themselves,  ^ot  a  thread  of  canvas  was  f  een 
-OU  boa^rd  her.  Each  line  of  ^pars,  even  to  the  ta- 
pering and  delicate  top^allant^mast^,  was  in  its  place, 
preserviiHg  the  beauty  and  symmetry  of  the  whole 
fabric  ;  but  nowhere  was  the  smallest  fragment  of  a 
sail  opened  to  the  gale.  Under  her  bows  rolled  a 
volume  of  foam,  that  was  even  discernible  amid  the 
universal  agitation  of  the  ocean  ;  and,  as  she  came 
wit;hiQ  sound,  the  sullen  roar  of  the  water  might 
have  been  likened  to  the  noise  of  a  cascade.  At 
first,  the  spectators  on  the  decks  of  the  "  Caroline" 
believed  they  were  not  seen,  and  some  of  tl^e  m^ 
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iff  'Ah^ 

Ihe  nigM  mi^  liot  tenMn^te-^f^  llk«  in^OieA  m 

counter.  :  -      ,         >,  t  *    ,  . ,.  r. 

"No !''  exclaimed  Wilfler ;  •*loiO  manjr  sro  lis 
there  akeady  J"  "  .• 

"  No,  no,*'  muttered  Nighthead ;  *«^  no  fearbut  we 
are  seen;  and  by  such  eyes,  too,  as  never  yet  kwrfcr 
ed  out  of  mortal  head  !" 

The  seamen  paused.  In  another  instant,  th€  long'- 
«een  and  mysterious  ship  was  within  a  hundred  feet 
of  thenrt.  The  very  power  of  that  wind,  which  was 
wont  usually  to  raise  the  billows,  now  pressed  the 
element,  wi!h  the  weight  of  mouMafns,  into  its  bed. 
The  sea  was  eveiy  where  a  sheet  of  frotti,  but  n^ 
water  swelled  above  the  level  of  the  surface.  Tht 
instant  a  wave  lifted  itself  from  the  security  of  the 
vast  depths,  the  fluid  was  bdme  away  before  jthe 
tornado  in  driving,  glittering  spray.  Along  this  frothy 
but  comparatively  motionless  surface,  then,  the  stitic^ 
ger  came  boomingj  with  the  steadiites*  and  grandetti 
with  WhiAi  a  daric  cloud  is  seen  to  sail  before  th^ 
hurricane.  Nb  sign  of  life  was  any  where  discover- 
ed about  her.  If  men  looked  out,  from  iheir  secrdf 
places,  upon  the  straitened  and  discomfited  wrci<± 
of  the  Bristol  trader,  it  was  covertly,  and  as  darkly 
as  the  tempest  before  which  they  drove.  Wilder 
held  his  breath,  for  the  moment  the  stranger  dreW 
nighest,  ifi  the  very  excess  of  suspense;  but,  as  he 
Saw  no  signal  of  recognition,  no  human  form,  nor 
any  intention  to  arrest,  if  possible,  the  furious  career 
of  the  other,  a  smile  of  exultation  gleamed  across 
his  countenance,  and  his  lips  moved  rapidly,  as 
though  he  found  pleasure  in  being  abandoned  to  his 
distress.  The  stranger  drove  by,  like  a  dark  vision 
and,  ere  another  minute,  her  form  was  beginning  to 
grow  less  distinct,  in  a  thickening  body  of  the  sprat 
to  leeward;  -  r         --  ^  ^, 


'»^Sle  it  gdJttg  oatbf  sight  in  the  misfl**^^  exclaimed' 
WiWterv^hen  tee?  dr^  bis  breath,  after  the  fearful 
SQspense  of  the  few  hist  moments. 

"  Ay^lii  liiirt,  or  donds;**  responded  Nighthead, 
who  no\r  feept  obstinately  alt  his  elboW,  watching,' 
with  the  most  jealous  distrust,  the  smallest  move- 
ment of  his  unknown  Commander. 

"  In  the  heavens,  or  in  the  sea,  I  care  not,  provid- 
ed she  be  gone.'' 

"  Most  seamen  would  rejoice  to  see  a  strange  sail, 
from  the  hull  of  a  vessel  shaved  to  the  deck  like 
this." 

**  Men  often  court  their  destruction,  from  igno- 
rance of  their  own  interests.  Let  him  drive  on, 
say  1,  and  pray  I !  He  goes  four  feet  to  our  one ; 
and  now  I  ask  no  better  favour  than  that  this  hurri- 
cane may  blow  untif  the  s^n  shall  rise." 

Nighthead  started,  and  cast  an  oblique  glance, 
which  resembled  denunciation,  at  his  c6mpanion. 
To  his  blunted  faculties,  and  superstitious  mind, 
there  was  profanity  in  thus  invoking  the  tempest,  at 
a  moment  when  the  winds  seemed  already  to  be 
pouring  out  their  utmost  wrath. 

"  This  is  a  heavy  squall,  I  will  allow,"  he  said, 
**  and  such  an  one  as  many  mariners  pass  whole  lives 
without  seeing ;  but  he  knows-little  of  the  sea  who 
tjiinks  there  is  not  more  wind  where  this  comes 
from." 

"  Let  it  blow  !"  cried  the  other,  striking  his  hands 
together  a  little  wildly;  "  1  pray  only  for  wind!" 

All  the  4oubts  of  Nighthead,  as  to  the  character 
of  the  young  stranger  who  had  so  unaccountably  got 
possession  of  the  office  of  Nicholas  Nichols,  if,  in- 
deed, any  remained,  were  now  removed.  He  walk- 
ed forward  among  the  silent  and  thoughtful  crew, 
with  the  air  of  a  man*whose  opinion  was  settled. 
Wilder,  however,  paid  no  attention  to  the  move- 
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ments  of.bki'99}bon}]«at)p,  hut  coatimif^d  paciiig  ^^ 
deck  for  houi^;  npwcatitii:^^  ej'e^iat  tbeh^iteP^^ 
or  DOW  sending  frequeat  and  arKKious  glances  around 
the  limited  horizon^  while  the.  "  Royal  Caroline" 
still  continued  driflii^  before  the  wind,  a  ab^rnaod 
Daked  wreck. 
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BE  IT  REMEMBERED,  That  on  the  first  day 
of  November,  in  the  fifty-second  year  of  the  Indepen* 
dence  of  the  United  States  of  America,  A.  D.  1827 
Caret,  Lea  iS'^GkiMiy  of  the  taid  district,  have 
deposited  in  this  office,  the  title  of  a  book,  the  right  whereof 
they  claim  as  proprietors,  in  the  words  foUoi^ing,  to  wit: 

"The  R^  R<»veif,f^  ^?jfe..  B^  ^, a^^^j^^  Pilot,  &c 

"  Ye  spedk  like  honest  men :  pray  God  ye  int>ve  so!" 

« 

In  conformity  to  the  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
entitled,  "  An  Act  for  the  encouragement  of  learning,  by  se- 
curing the  copies  of  maps,  c¥arts,  and  books,  to  the  auuors  and 


securing  the  copies  of  maps^  -ehftrts,  and  books,  to  the  authors 
and  proprietors  of  such  copies,  during  the  times  therein  men- 
tion^,' and  extending  the  benefits  thereof  to  the  arte  of  de- 
signing, engraving,  and  etching  historical  and  other  prints." 

J^i^^MAjm^f^lJ.t^lM:  of  the 

EatUm  Diitrict  of  Penruyhania, 
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CHAPTER  I.        '  ' 

**  Sit  still,  and  hear  the  last  of  our  sea  sorrow/^WriSAa^jpeart. 

The  weight  of  the  tempest  had  been  felt  at  that 
lapless  moiiient  when  Earing  and  his  unfortunate 
companions  were  precipitated  from  their  giddj  ele- 
iration  into  the  sea.  Though  the  wind  continued  fco- 
rfdw  long  after  this  fatal  event,  it  was  with  a  con- 
jtantly  diminishing  power.  As  the  gale  decreased, 
the  sea  began  to  rise,  and  the  vessel  to  labour  in 
proportion.  Then  followed  two  hours  of  anxious 
ivatchfulness  on  the  part  of  Wilder,  during  which 
the  whole  of  his  professional  knowledge  was  need- 
ed, in  order  to  keep  the  despoiled  hull  of  the  Bri$tol 
trader  from  becoming  a  prey  to  thr  greedy  waters. 
His  consummate  skill,  however,  proved  equal  to  the 
task  that  w^s  required  at  his  hands  ;  and^  just  as  the 
symptoitis  of  day  were,  becoming  visible  ^Ipng,  the 
east,  both  wind  and  waves  were  rapidly  subsiding 
together.  During  the  whole  of  this  doubtful  period  : 
our  adventurer  did  not  receive  the  smallest  assistance 
from  any  of  the  crew,  with  ih^  exception  of  two 
experienced  seamen  whom  he  had  previously  statiQU- 
ed  at  the  wheel.  But  to  this  neglect,  he  was  indif- 
ferent; since  little  more  was  required  thanJiis  own 
jcid^eht,  seconded,  as  it  faithfully  was,  by  the  ex- 
ertions of  the  mariners  more  immediately  under  his 

eye.      ,  .  .^ 

The  day  dawned  on  a  scene  entirely  diuereiiit  from 
that  which  had  marked  the  tempestuous  deformity  , 
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of  the  night  The  whole  fury  of  the  wind^ appear- 
ed to  have  heen  expend^  iii  their  precocious  effort. 
From  the  moderate  gale,  to  which  they  had  fallen 
by  the  end  of  the  InWd^Q  |^j|tcbitVfcJirurther  altered 
to  a  vacillating  breeze ;  and,  ere  the  sun  had  risen, 
the  changeful  air  had  subsided  it>to  ft^at  calm.  The 
sea  went  down  as  suddenly  as  th^power  which  had 
raised  it  vanished  ;  and,  by  the  time  the  broad  gold- 
en light  of  the  sun  was  shed  fairly  and  fully  upon 
the  unstable  element,  it  lay  unruffled  and  polished, 
though  sti|l  gently  heaving  in  swells  so  long  and  heavy 
as  to  resemble  the  placid  respiratiop  of  a  sleeping! 
infant.  '' .        ,. 

The  hour  was  still  early,  and  the  serene  appear-, 
alice  of  the  sky  and  the  ocean  gave  ever}'  pifpnpi^e! 
of  a  day  which  might  be  passed  in  devising  tlie  e^% 
pedients  necessary  to  bring  the  ship  again,  in  sorgp; 
measure,  under  the  command  of  her* people.  , 

"Sound  the  pumps,"  said  Wilder,  observing  that^ 
the  crew  were  appearing  from  the  different  pli^ceS; 
m  which  they  had  bestowed  their  cares  and  their 
persons  together,  during  the  later  hours  of  the  ni^.t. , 

"  Do  you  hear  me,  sir?"  he  added  sternly,  ob&erv*  i 
ing  that  no  one  moved  to  obey  his  order.    "  Let  th^e  ^ 
pumps  be  sounded,  and  the  ship  cleared  ojf,  every  ^' 
inth  of  water."  ^'  '         '   '  :    • 

Nighthead,  to  whom  Wilder  had  now  addressed 
himself,  regarded  his  Comntander  with  an  oblique 
and  sullen  eye,  and  then  exchanged  singularly  intel- 
ligent glances  with  his  comrades,  before  Ixe  sa\v  fit 
to  make  the  smallest  motion  towards  cbmpliancq.,-- 
But  there  was  that,  in  the  authoritative  mien  of  lii3 
superior,  Which  finally  induced  him  to  comply,  ^tji^ 
dilatory  rrianiier  in  w^hich  the  seamen  performed  ime 
duty  Was  quickened,  however,  as  the  rod  ascencled, 
and  the  well-known  signs  of  a  fonnidable  ?.eak  jf^t 
their  eiyes.  Th6  experiment  was  repe?  ted  with 
greate?  activity,  an'd  with  far  more  jpreci5*.on. 
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tt^If  ivied^cWtft  fca$  cWar  ihe  holct  6f  a  ^ip  ffial 
<l  airfeady  Kaflf  fall  (rf  water,''  said  Nigiithead,  cast- 
ing another  sullen  glance  towards  the  attentive  Wil- 
der, "  the  sooner  it  is  done  the  better ;  for  the  whole 
cunning  of  sonn^thing  more  than  a  bungler  in  the 
same  will  be  needed,  in  order  to  makie  the  pumps  of 
the  '  Royal  Caroline'  sack !" 

"  Does  the  ship  Idak  ?"  demanded  his  superior^ 
with  a  quickness!  of  utterance  which  sufficiently 
proclaimed  how  important  he  deemed  the  intelli- 
gence. 

"  Yesterday,  I  would  have  boldly  put  my  name  to 
the  -afHcles  of  any  craft  that  floats  the  ocean  ;  and, 
had  the  Captain  asked  ine  if  I  understood  her  nature 
and  chai^cter,  as  certain  as  that  my  name  is  Francis 
Nighthead,  I  should  have  told  him,  yes.  But  1  fih4 
that  the  oldest  seaman  may  still  learn  something  of 
the  water ;  though  it  should  be  got  in  crossing  a  ferry 
in  a  flat." 

**  What  mean  you,  sir?"  demanded  Wilder,  who, 
for  the  first  time,  began  to  note  the  mutinous  looks 
tkssumed  by  his  mate,  no  less  than  the  threatening 
manner  in  Which  he  was  seconded  by  the  crew, 
'*  Hare  the  pumps  rigged  without  delay,  and  cleaa: 
the  ship  of  tbe  water." 

Nighthead  slowly  coit»plied  with  the  former  par^ 
^f  this  order ;  and,  in  a  few  moments,  every  thing 
%as  arranged  to  commence  tfie  necessary,  arid,  as  it 
tvonld  seem,  urgent  duty  of  pumping.  But  no  man 
lifted  his  hand  to  the  laborious  employment.  The 
<|mck  eye  of  Wilder,  who  had  now  taken  the  alarm. 
Was  not  slow  in  detecting  this  reluctance ;  and  he 
repeated  the  order  more  sternly,  calling  to  two  of 
the  seamen^  by  name,  to^  set  the  example  of  obedi- 
enee.  The  men  hesffated,  giving  an  opportunity  to^ 
the  mate  to  coMrm  them,  by  his  voice,  in  their; 
la^tStioiii^  iMentioris. 
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|iki&  this  ?'^  ^p  md,  w^kh  a  Qo^i^e  ^afigb^^l^lli'vrl^ch 
fcett-et  terror  stru^led' strangely:  with  9^o[  malice* 
"  Aft^r  whgi't  we  have  all  seen  this  night,  noae  here 
will  be  amazed,  should  the  vessel  begin  to  spout  out 
the  brine  like  a  breathing  whale/' 
!'  "  What  am  I  to  understand  by  this  hesitation,  and 
by  this  language  ?^^  said  Wilder,  approaching  Night- 

.  head  with  a  firm  step,  and  an  eye  too  proud  to  quail 
before  the  plainest  symptoms  of  insubordinati<>Bfc 
''  Is  it  you,  sir,  who  should  be  foremost  in  i^}&ertio& 
hit  a  moment  like  this,  who  dare  to  set  an  example 
of  disobedience??      ,  ; 

The  mate  recoiled  a  pace,  and  his  lips  moved  5 
still  he  uttered  no  audible  reply.  Wilder  once  raor^ 
bade  him,  in  a  calm  and^  authoritative_  tone,  lay  hw? 
pwn  hands  to  the  brake.  Nighthead  th^n  found  1^8 
voice,  in  time  to  make  a  flat  refusal ;  and,  at  the  next 
moment,  he  was  felled  to  the  feet  of  his  indisnant 
Commander,  by  a  blow  he  had  neither  the  address 
nor  the  power  to  resist.  This  act  of  decision  was 
succeeded  by  one  single  rncwnent  qf  breatliless,  ws^w 
ering  silence  among  the  cre'w ;  $md  then  the  commoa 
cry,  and  the  general  rush  of  every  ma^  upon  our  der 
fenceless  and  solitary  aclventurer,  were  the  signals 
friat  open  hostility  had  commenced,  A  shriek  frcHfl 
the  quarter-deck  arri^sted  their  efforts,  just  as  a  ^tez- 
6n  hands  were  laid  violently  upon  the  person  o£ 

^  Wilder,  and,  for  the  moment,  occasipned  a  truce.  Il 
was  th^  fe^i'ful  cry  of  Gertrude,  which  possessed 
even  the  influence  to  still  the  savagp  intentions  of  ai 
set  of  beings  so  rude 'and  so  unnurtured  as  those 
whose  passions  had  just  been  awakened  into  fierce 
activity.  Wilder  was  released ;  and  all.  eyes  turned v 
by  a  con^mbn  impulse,  in  thp  direction  of  the,  sound** 
During  the  more  monientous  hours  of  the  past 
lilight,  the  very  existence  of  the  passengers  below 
had  been  forgotten  by  most  of  those  who^dul^ 
kept  l^m  ifi.^  d^^  If  ^^Mi  .]b^^.  J3e<:^Ucd 


ingihoments  when  the  miaoi  of  the  yomig  j^ariner, 
Wh9k4^l^e.cted  the  moye^^ents  of  the  ship,  found  lei- 
sure to  catch  stolen  glimpses  of  softer  scenes  than 
tbe  wil4  ^iyaxring  of  the  elements  that  was  so  aqtive- 
\y  raging  before, his  eyes.  Nighthead  had  nan^ed 
tbf^m,  ^is ;  he  vY^Ruld  have  made  allusion  to  a  part,  of 
t^e  .c^rgo,  but;  their  fate  had  little  influence  on  his 
ha^dene^  nature.  Mrs  WjUys  and  her  chaise  had 
tinerefore  remained  below  during  the  whole  period, 
perfectlyj.unfLpprised  of,  thf  disasters  of  the  intei^enr 
jng.timei,  JBuri^d  in  the  recesses  of  their  birUis, 
Iheyh^d  heard  the  roaring  of  the  winds,  and  the  in- 
cessant washirtg.pf  the  waters ;  but  these  usual  ac- 
coi^pa,niments  ipf  a  stojrm  had  served  to  conceal 
t^  cf^sl^ng  qf  ipasts,  and  the  hoarse  cries  of  the 
marija^rs. ,  For  the  moments  of  terrible  suspense, 
while  the  Bristol  trader,  laj  on  her  side,  the  l)etter 
informed  governess  had,  indeed,  some  fearful  glim- 
m^ngs  of  the  truth ;  but^  conscious  of  her  useless- 
nes^f^ai^  \in)yilling  to  alarm  her  less  instructed  com- 
panion, she  had  sufficient  self-command  to  be  mpte. 
The  subseqiicnt  silence,  and  comparative  calm,  in- 
duced her  to  believe  that  she  had  been  mistaken  in 
her  apfirehensJLons ;  and,. long  ere  morning  dawned, 
bo^  she  and  Gertrude  had  sunk  into  swei^t  and  re? 
freshing  slumbers.  They  had  risen  and  mounted  t^ 
tl^e  deck  tpgiether,  and  :>vere  still  in  the  first  burst  of 
their  wonder  at  the  desolation  which  met  their  gaze, 
when  the  long-meditated  attack  on  Wilder  was  made» 
"  What  means  this  awful  change  ?"  demanded  Mrs 
>Vyllys^  with  a  lip  that  quivered,  and  a  cheek  whichj 
IHPtwitbst^inding  thf3  extraordinswry  power  sl^  pos- 
^m!^  pver  her  feelings,  wa^  blanched  to  the. colour 
pf--death. ,:/    . .  ,  ..    .^   I  ••  '   ■  .1 

.  .The  eye  of  W^ilder  was  glowipc;,  and  hist. l^row 
Wf^.4iyfk|,§%  tb^e;h€avi?ns  ii^i^  which  .thej  1^  jusj 


assailants  with  an  arm,-^  -    i  ;r/i 

"It  means  mutiny,  Madiittiri^ciHy,  t^^vstSIf 
mutiny!'' 

"  Could  mutiny  strip  a  Vessel  of  her  ih^ts,  ifa^ 
leave  her  a  helpless  log  upon  the  sea  ?" 

''^Hai-k  ye,  Madam !"  roughly  intettir^tdl  the  mate\ 
"to  you  I  will  speak  freely;  for  it  is  well  kniowii 
i«rho  you  are,  and  that  you  came  onboard  the^Garo* 
line'  a  paying  passenger.  This  ni^t  haiv^  I  s^ri 
the  heavens  and  the  ocean  behave  as  I  have  nfcvet 
seen  them  behave  before.  Ships  have  bee»  mttnii^ 
afore  the  wind,  light  and  buoyant  as  corkk,  with  aS 
their  spars  stepped  and  steady,  \vhen  o^^r  ^shipil 
have  been  shaved  of  every' mast  as  Closeasth^tib^d^ 
sweeps  the  chin.  Cruisers  have  been  fsdktn  in  V^M^ 
saiKng  vvithout  living  hands  td  work  them  ^  and^'^Afl 
together,  no  man  here  has  ever  before  pasSifed  a  mid"- 
dle  watch  like  the  one  gone  by."  ^  ^ 

"  And  what  has  this  to  do  with  thti  Violence  I  hkH 
just  witnessed?  Is  the  vessel  fated  to €ndiw«vet^ 
evil  !*— Can  you  explain  tht&,  Mr  Wilder  ?" 

"  You  cannot  say,  at  least,  you  had  no  warhft^id{f 
dariger,"  returned  Wilder,  smiling  bitterly.  ' 

"  Ay,  the  devil  is  obliged  to  be  honest  ohjco^pul^ 
sidL,"  re*^med  the  male.  **  fiach  6f  hi^  ifeps  %iS^ 
with  his  orders  5  and,  thahk  Heavefii}  hol^cfv^rW 
may  be  minded  to  overlook  the  saitie,  be  ha»  ii^it&e# 
Courage  nor  power  to  do  it.  Otherwise,  a  ]^d&cefi^ 
voyage  would  be  such  a  rarity,  iri  theise  tfnsettlei 
times,  that  few  men  would  be  found  hardy  enough 
to  venture  on  the  water  for  a  livelihood.^— A  warii^ 
ing !  Ay,  we  will  own  you'gave  us  open  and  freq^d£rl 
Warning.  It  was  a  *w>tice,  that  the  consigned'  ^hottM 
not  have  overlooked,  when  Nicholas  Nichols  ftiM 
Witli  the 'hurt,  ak  th^  anchor  was  leaving  the  bottom. 
t  nerer  kiiew  an  accident  hi^pei^  ^-saiib  »4ifii(^ 


a»d*iilr.enl?comfcof  it:;^^'T^       hid^vf^  arVterning'-' 
with  the  old  man  in  the  T>ottt;  besides  the- never-  ;  . 
feini«lgfiibti«tk  of  »^idhig?  the  pilot  vit>tfentlyioiit  of 
the  ship*    As  if  all  this  wasn't  enough,  instead  of 
taking 'a  hint,  and  L]fmg  pesLceabiy  at  cur  aDclM>r8,  ' 
we  gotfthe8hipiiinderway,a»d  left  a  safe  andftiend- 
ly  harhiMir  of  a^Fridfay,  6f  all  the  days  in  a  week  f* 
So^r  :from  \^m^  surprised  at  what  has  happened,  I  ) 
on^y  wonder  atsfinding  myself  still  a  living  man;  the  ? 
reason  of  which  is  simply  this,  that  I  have  given  my 
faith  whdre  faith  only  is  doe,  and  not  to*  unknown 
nriarinfers  and  strange  Gommanders.:    Had  Edward 
Earing  done  the  same,  he  might  still  have  had  aj 
plank  b<inreeti  him  and  the  bottom ;  but,  though  half 
idcH^ed  to  believe  in  Ike  truth,  he  had^  after  all,  too  i 
nmeh  leaning  to  superstition  and  credulity." 

f  OPhis   laboured  and  characteristic  profession  of 
faith  in  the  mate,  though  sufficiently  intelligible  to  ^ 
Wilder,  wslftiistill  a  perfect  et^gma  t6  his^  female  lis- 
teners.    But  Nighthciad  had  not  formed  Ws  resolu^ 
tionoby  lialves,  neither  had  ^he  gone  thiis^  far,  with  [ 
any  intentibtuto  stop  short  ofrthe  completion  of  bib  ' 
whole  design.     In  a  very  few  sommacy  words,  he  ^ 
e^qplained  to  Mrs  Wyllys  the  ^desolate  condition  of 
the  skip,  and  the  utter  improbability  that  she  could  2 
continue  to  float  many  hours;  sinlce  actual  observa-- 
tion  had  told  him  that  her  lower  hold  was  already ^ 
half  foil  of  water.  > 

**^Arid  what  is  then  to  be  done?"  demanded  the  ! 
governess,  casting  a  glance  of  bitter  distress  to wards-^ 
th^  pallid  and  attentive  Gertrude.  '*  Is  there  no"^  sail 

*  The  superstition,  that  Friday  is  An  evil  day,  wa^  not  pe- 
-  cilHdr  to  Ni^hth«ad ;  it  prsevalte,  ihore  Or  Jess,  amoficf^eamen, 
taUiiS'jip^i'.    An  iat^liigfai^  u^rchaBt  o^^  <>)nB^ticut  ba4  a  r, 
d^lre  ^p  dp  his  j)art  in  eraclicating  an  impression  that  is  some- 
tiriies  inconvenient:     He  caused  the  keel  of  a  vessel  to  be  laid  ' 
on  a  Friday';' she  was  launched  on  a  Friday  ;'  named  th«-* 
'VFridayv^^aLnd  ^sailed  on  ^ei:  f^  voyagis  on  a  Friday,    Un- 
fortunately for  the  success  of  this  well-intentioned  experiment,  . 
neither  yetael  h'bV  crew  were  ev^r  again  heard  of ! 


'^-■m:-^^ 
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ifti  rightvt%  take  mi  imiti*the  wlioc^T^^or 
perisSfc  inour  iielpletenoMr^ 

^^  God  protect  us  )$*Q8)  oinj  moro  shtaag^iailsinVi 
exclaimed  ibe  surly  N^itheoidl  ^  There  we  have: 
the  pinnace  banging  at  the  ^tem^  and  bese  must  bs^l 
land  at  isdme  forty  leagues  to  the  riofih^ west  Water* 
and  food  are  plenty,  aodtwelv&sleHil^And&eaii^ot^n' 
puU  a  boat  to  the  continent  of  America ;  t^t  is,  al  way»^ 
provided,  America  is  left  where  it  wiasrseent  no  lat<^^t 
than  at  the  sun-set  of  yesterday,"  / 

"  You  then  prop<tee.to  abaadon  ^she  vessel  I**         i 

"  I  do.     The  interest  <)if  thd  owners^  i^  dear  tovalln 
good  seamen,  but  life  is  sweeter  than  gold.<^  i 

"The  will  of  beavera  be  done  1     But  sutffely  youi 
meditate  no  violence  agaiiist  this  gentleman,  vrwv  1 1 
am  quite  certain^  has  governed  the  vess^v  *>*  veryr 
cMtical  circumstances^  With  a  diseretion  iiir  beyond 
his  years !"  .  ,     /  1 

Nighthead  muttered  his  intentions,  whatever  they 
might  be,  to  himself;  and  then  he  walked  apart,  ap-'t 
parentjy  to  confer  with  the  men^  who  already  seern^' 
ed  but  too  well<iispofiedtosecond  anyiof  bis  views^^ 
however  mistaken  or  lawless.     During. the  f^w  tno- 
ments  of  suspense  that  succeelded^  Wilder  stood  b> 
lelnt  and  composed,  a  smile  of  something  like  scorn;  t 
stru^ling  about  his  Hp^  and  maintaimng  tlie  air  rattker  % 
of  one  who  had  power  to  decide  on  the  fortuned  of  j 
others,  than  of  a  man  whose  own  fate  was  most:! 
probably  at  that  very  moment  in  discussion^     When 
tlie  dull  minds  of  the  seamen  had  arrived  at  theirs 
conclusion,  the  mate  advanced  to  proclaim  the  t^suH* 
Indeed,  words  were  unnecessary,  in  order  to  make 
known  a  very  material  part  of  their  decision ;  foi  ; 
a  party  of  the  men  proceeded  instantly  to  lower  tfee. 
stern-boat  into  the  water,  whife  others  set  about , 
supplying  it  with  the  necessary  means  of  subsistence. 

*'  There  is  room  for  all  the  Christians  in  the  ^ ship  " 
to  stow  themselves  in  this  pinnace,"  resunied  Kight*  r 
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d^^hf'fr^tifcular  persons,  why,  tet^h^mratt  for  ard 
wherfetfiey  ha^^eei^  dsedjto  receive  it." 
- . . V.  'prera  M  wftkrh  i  afn  'to  infer  thart  it  ife  your  in^ 
toirtiou,'^  feid  WiMet^'dali>«fy,  "to  abandofn  the  wi*eck 

«  Th^  Mtf-fiiweA  but  si(l\  i'fesehtfiil  mate  relumed  a 
took  ittt^ihkihfeai'  arid  tmimph  struggled  fojr  the 
m^at^ei^^  afr  he  arisWered,-— 

i>  **  Y<3»tt,  tvho  kri6#  Wiv  to  sail  a  ^hip  without  a 
^i»e^v  1^*^  mv^t  wtkit  k  likjat !  Besides,  fovt  shall^ 
never  say  to  your  friends,  whoever  they  may  be,  that 
T^  l^ve  5^0(1  without  the  means  bf  reachitig^the  land, 
if  you  ^  ito^efed  a  kftd-hird  at  aH.  Thcfre  is  the* 
launch." 

*' There  isthe  lauhelr!  but  well  d6  you  know,  that, 
vritiio^  masfe,  all  youi*  united  strehgths  could  hot 
Kft  it  froHi  ^  deck ;  else  would  it  not  be  left." 

♦*They  ttiitt  took  the  toasts  out  of  thb  'Caroline' 
can  put  them  in  again,"  rejoined  a  grinning  seaman ; 
"it  will  not  be  an  hour  after  we  leave  you,  before  a 
«fe^i*-ftiilfc  vfeiH-  fcewife  alongside,  to  step  the  spars 
again,  and  then  you  ma?y  go  cruise  id  compatiy." 

Wilder  appeared  to  be  superior  to  any  reply.  He 
bw-^igan  to  pace  the  deck,  th^Sghtrul,it  is  true,  but  still 
(ioiiipbsOT,  artd  etttiiiely  seff-jpossessed.  In  the  mean 
fSfne^^-B  fcomtii=oifi  desire  to  quit  the  wreck  as  soon 
a^  p(>4sib!^  aiftiiat^  all  the  men,  their  preparations 
akl^rteed  t^th  incredible  activity.  The  wondering 
and  alarmed  females  had  hardly  time  to  think  clear- 
lto»'thi^el«*f*^Tdirtaty  rituation  'iti  Whfidh  thtfy  found 
tnemselvfes,  befot^  th«^isa\V  the  form  of  the  heljiless 
Master  borne  past  them  to  the  boat;  and,  in  another 
iflimite,'  th^  Verfe  surtirtioned  to  take  their  places  at 
M^i^e. 

Tbttd  4n^petLou«ly  ealle*  iip6n  t6  act,  they-began 
to  feel  the  necessity  of  decision.  Remonstranc^es, 
thfey-fcatfea,  if^drf*  U  niilfeii;  «r-«ie=*ft*cealid 
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maU«*oUP9!Ff  'vW^^  Wife  feOPii 

at  Wilder,  as  (he  laboAir  procee4jed,  ^pD^pJ 

danger  of  awajk^u^  such.  ol;^tioat^  and  JgiHmiVt 

minds  into  renewed  3\cts  of ^  yic^epce.     Tb^  g^yern- 

efs  bethought  her  of  sin^  appeal  t^  d^einrQupde^  m^; 

but  the  look  of  wild  care  which  he  had  i9a^t<>b<Hlt 

hiin.»  oq  being  lij^^d  to  ,tb^  f(eck|a.nd  th4^.j^rQssix)Q 

of  bodily  and  mf^ntal  paio  t)^t  gleiiqipd  ^prp^s^hi^ 

rugged  features,  as  he  buried  tbepaJA  the  ^la|;>jkfet^^: 

vrhich  he  .w^s  enj^e^pped^  but,  jtoq .plannl;  ^noou^ced 

that  littler a^ist^nqe  wa^  i|i  jii^  preseot  con^itio^,  tp^ 

lie  expected  froip  ^liin,  ^       -        .  .  :    '^        ,1 

"  What  remains  for  us  to  do  ?"  sh^/atjei^gtb;  ^ 
manded  of  the  ^^efn'mgly,  i^^n^ible  o^c^  qC  ben 
concern.  ,.   .: 

"  I  would  I  knew  !"  he  ans^y^e^  qirid(:lyj,  casting 
al^een  but  hurriedgla[nce.arouDdt^e^>yb0lQ  hj^i^eil^ 
^'It  is  not  improbable  that  thej  sbpuld!  r<^ch  t)^ 
shore.     Four^ndrtwentj  houi:9.of  cal|i@i{i^i}l  assure 

it  " 

,  "And  if  otherwise?"     ,      ,     /  ^  /<    .  - 

"  A  blow  at  oorth-west,.  or  frona  any  qaartfer jctff. 
the  land,  will  prove  their  ruin,''  ,  s  ,,   ^    n^^-^  r 

"  But  the  ship  r'    .  .  .  .        '     // 

.  "  If  deserted^  she  must  sipk.^^  1  !  .  r    .    ,   .  [ 

"  Then  will  I  speak  in  your  favour  to  ttieseheaitsb 
of  flint!  Iknow  not  why  I  feel  sqpb  i^tQrest.^ 
your  welfare,  inexplicable  yoimg  man,  bu,t  a|ucb: 
would  I  suffer  rather  than  believe  that  yo^  incur:rQ4 
this  peril,"  .  >  .  ;  , 

"  gtop,.defir^t  B^adawix"  ftaid.WJl4^f  l5e9Mptfi|Uy{ 
arresting  her  movement ;  ^ith  bis  baod*  ^^  I  caonotr 
leaye  the  ves?5el."  j    .   ,  ^         .;;..{.    :^>.'' 

"  We  know  not  y^t  -  The. roost  stubb^ryi)  natures; 
may  be  subdued ;  even  ignorance  can  be  made  ioi 
open  it^.ears^  at  rth^  voice  of.  ^ntreiatjt   J^may  f>re- 
vail."  ..-,;■;         ^  .  .-.'.■   .^  '     ''■;.■■ 
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you  haa?f?)iH>  :pawf^^ 

"  My  own." 

**  What  mean  you,  sir  ?     Surely  you  as!e  ilot  wetk 
enough  to  suffer  resentment  against  such  l^einp  to 

^^ Jpjo  I  ap^^  Wiaa r'  di^rnanded  Wilder,  "Tbfr 
feeling  by  i^if^  I  ^mfgpverned  may.  be  feke^  but,; 
fittcb  as  it  is,  it  s»  graH€(d  on  my  habits,  t^y  dI»iMODtt(! 
I  will  faj^  ji^y  principle's.  Honour  forbids  me  to^ 
quit  a  sl^ip  ^1^  I  coou^^m^v  V^bile  »  p}ftok  of  her  is 
afloat." 

^^  OtigflA^  U9^  q^n  a  wgle  ^iiqi  proye  at  such  a. 
crises?"  '  _ 

"  Itone>"  l|j8  answered,  with  ft  melancholy  ^milcw^ 
"H I  mq^t  die,  19  5^der  ^hat  ^thers^  ^bo  may  be  setfl 
idceabie  hereafter,  should  dp  th^r  duty." 

BoAh  Mr^  Wyllys  ^d  Q^rlriide  stpod  rejauding 
his  kindling  eye,  bu^  ot(iexwise  pljaci^  couutenance^ 
witb  looks  wbbise  4:ai>c^rn  amp>uiMi€id  to  horror.  The 
(brmer  read^  in  thi5  very  composure  of  hi$  mien,  the. 
un^il^r^ble  character  of  his  resolution;  and  the  lat*: 
ter,  3hudderieg  as  ih^  prospect  of  the  cruel  fete, 
which  awaited  him  crowded  on  her  mind^  felt  a^ 
gk)w  about  her  own  yoiitliiul  heart  th^tt  almost 
tfi^mpted  her  to  believe  his  selfHievot}OQ,^pmmeada*' 
ole.     Put  the  governess  saw  new  reasons  for  appre- 
hension in  the  determination  of  Wilder.     If  she  had 
hith^o  felt  reluctance  to  trust  herself  and  her  ward 
with  a  band  such  as  that  which  now  possessed  the 
sole  authority,  it  was  more  than  doubly  increased  by  * 
the  rude  ^nd  noisy  summons  shfe  received' to  hasttoi 
and  take  ber  plac^  am^ong  them. 

"Would  to  Heaven  I  knew  in  what  manner  to 

choose  !''  she  exclaimed.  "  Speak  to  us,  young  maD« } 

as  you  woulc'  counsel  mother  and  sister."  1 

v^^Wer^  I  30  fortunate  s^  to  ppss^f  relfttiv^  so 
Vol..  It.  B 
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aear  and  il«(a.  ^  rstumed  the  o^&er^  WHh  ^j^lMk,^ 
^nothing  shouAl  separate  us  at  a  time  like  this/^ 

/^Is  there  liope  for  those  who  remain  on  the 
wreck?" 

^'BuftBtfle." 

"  And  in  the  ho^t  ?" 

It  i^s  near  a  minute  before  Wilder  made  aiij  an* 
swer.  He  again  turned  his  look  aroutid  the  bright 
and  broad  horizon,  and  he  ^ppear6d  to  study  the- 
heavens,  in  the  direction  of  the  distant  Continent,, 
with  infinite  care.  No  omen  that  could  indicate  ttie 
pvobable  diaracter  of  the  weather  escaped  his  vigi- 
lance, while  his  countenance  reflected  all  the  vari- 
ous emotions  by  wWch  he  was  governed,  as  h#^azed. 

"  As  I  am  a  man.  Madam,"  he  answered  with  fer- 
vour, *'  and  one  who  is  bound  not  ottly  to  counsel 
bat  to  protect  your  sex,  I  distrust  the  time.  I  think 
the  chance  of  being  seen  by  some  passing  sail  eqqaF 
to  the  probability  that  those  who  ad^entiire  in  ttie 
pinnace  will  ever  reach  the  land." 

"  Then  let  us  remain,"  said  Gfertrude,  the  >lood» 
for  the  first  time  since  her  re-appearance  on  deck, 
rushing  into  her  colourless  cheeks,  until  they  appear- 
ed charged  to  fulness.  "  I  like  not  the  wretches 
who  would  be  our  companions  in  that  boat." 

"  Away,  away  !"  impatiently  shouted  Nighthead. 
"  Each  minute  of  light  is  a  week  of  life  to  us  all,  atnd 
every  moment  of  calm,  a  year.  Away,  away,  or  we; 
leave  you !" 

Mrs  Wyllys  answered  not,  but  she  stood  the  image 
of  doabt  and  painful  indecision.     Then  the  plash  of 
•oars  was  heard  in  the  water,  and  at  the  next  moment 
the  pinnace  was  seen  gliding  over  the  element,  iitt- ' 
pelled  by  the  strong  arms  of  six  powerful  rowers. 

*'  Stay !"  shrieked  the  governess,  no  longer  under 
termined ;  "  receive  my  child,  though  you  abandon 
me!" 

A  wave  of  the  hand,  and  an  indistinct  rumbling 
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ht  ^te  coatsis  tones  of  the' mate,  were  Mie  only  an- 
swers giveti  to  her  appeal.  A  long,  deep,  and  hreath- 
ing  silence  followed  among  the  deserted.  The  grim 
c^otintenances  of  the  seamen  in  the  pinnace  soon  he- 
came  confused  and  indistinct ;  und  then  the  boat  it- 
self hegan  to  lessen  on  the  eye,  until  it  seemed  no 
ffdore  than  a  dark  and  distant  speck,  rising  and  Jail- 
ing with  the  flow  and  reflux  of  the  blue  watera.  Du- 
ring all  this  tijne,  not  even  a  whispered  wor<l  was 
spoken^  Each  of  the  party  gazed,  until  sight  grew 
^m,  at  the  receding  object ;  and  it  was  only  when 
his  organs  refused  to  convey  tlie  tiny  image  to  his 
hrain,  that  Wilder  himself  shook  off  the  impreswoa 
of  the  stftt  of  trance  into  which  he  had  fallen.  His 
look  became  bent  on  his  companions,  and  he  pres^^d 
his  hand  upon  his  forehead,  as  though  his  brain  were 
bewildered  by  the  deep  responsibility  he  had  assun»- 
cd  in  advising  ikiem  ta  remain.  But  the  sickenin** 
afyprehension  quickly  passed  away,  leaving  in  it^ 
place  a  firmer  mind,  and  a  resolution  too  often  tried 
ih  scenes  of  doubtful  issue,  to  be  long  or  easily  sha- 
ken from  its  calmness  and  self-possession. 

**  They  are  goneT'  he  exclaimed,  breathing  long 
and  heavily,  like  one  whose  respiration  had  been 
unnaturally  suspended. 

**  They  are  gone !"  echoed  the  governess,  turning 
am  eye,  that  was  contracting  with  the  intensity  of 
b^  care,  on  the  marhle-like  and  motionless  form  of 
her  pupil.     **  There  is  no  longer  any  hope." 

The  look  that  Wilder  bestowed,  on  the  same  silent 
bdt  lovely  statue,  was- scarcely  less  expressivfe'than, 
the  gaze  of  her  who  had  nurtured  the  infancy  ofthe 
Southern  Hdress,  in  innocence  and  love.  His  brow 
grew  tiioughtful,  and  his  lips  became  compressed, 
while  all  the  resources  of  his  fertile  imagination  and 
Img  experience  gathered  in  his  mind,  in  engrossing, 
intense  reflection. 
***^^te  th«i«  hope  ?"'  demanded  '-thi  gbVeme«SLr  ^^<^ ' 
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W&8  w^cliing  the  change  of  his  t^rorki^  co^Jl^ 
nance,  with  an  attention  that  never  sweiTe4«^ 

The  gloom  passed  away  from  hisswafrtiiy  f€»|tx;iFef^ 
%t3ii  the  smile  that  lighted  them  was  hke  the  radi^cd^ 
of  the  sup,  as  it  breaks  through  the  bla^est  vapours 
of  the  drifting  gust. 

'!^  ^^  There  is !''  he  said  with  ^mme^s ;  ^*  our  oaf^jfi 
far  from  desperate,'' 

-^'Then,  may  He  who  rules  the  ocean  and  fe^ 
land  receive  the  praise !''  cried  the  grateful  gpv^^m-^ 
ess,  giving  vent  to  her  long-suppressed  s^ony  i^  i^ 
flood  of  tears. 

Gertrude  cast  herself  upon  the  n^k  of  ^^)(ri 
Wyllys,  and  for  a  minute  ^ir  unrestrain,ed  e^o^ 
tions  were  mingled.  />.  i 

^^  And  now,  my  dearest  Madam,'^  said  Gertrifd^ 
leaving  the  arms  of  her  £overness^  ^^let  us  tn^  tpf 
the  skul  of  Mr  Wilder; lie  ^s  fon^seen  and  Icfr^n 
told  this  danger;  equally  well  mfay  he  ppedict  qm/s^ 
safety."  ^  / :'. 

"  Foreseen  and  foretold !"  |-ctu|aa^^the  otfeer^ipj 
a  manner  to  show  that  her  faith. in  ihe  ffpf^mp^^k 
prescience  of  the  stranger  waa  not  altogether  sp  on- 
oounded  as  that  of  her  more  youthful  and  aj^i^i, 
companion.  ^^  No  mortal  couM  have  fores^&en:  ,t^. 
awful  calamity ;  and  kast  of  allvibreseeing  iL»  w^uld 
be  have  sought  to  incur  its  dai^er  !^  M^f-iWil/i^,^ 
will  not  annoy  you  with  rcsqu^ts  for  ^^lai^o^{ 
that  might  now  be  usel^6«  Wt:  you  will  nojt  ri^cWH 
to  QCpmu^i^^tp  ypiir  grcM^^  r/,  ^  ;  ^' 

Wydeir  ha&t^ed  b>  reli^ye,a  c«,i;ioi^ity*:<bafl?b^)]Pfrfli 
knew  ipust  be  as  painiul.  as  it  \ya3  n^tup^L,.  TtNli 
mutineers;  had  lesfl  the  lax^est^  and  much  tiie  saiS|^^ 
of  the  two  boats  belonging  to  thi^  wredc,  fr^JP^.  »/d^> 
sire  to  irnprove  the  calip,  )ve^  knowing  thifc  hcHiJ^  plT- 
severe  labour  would  be  necf  ^^ry  to  ^unich  it^  fr^pi,; 
the  place  it  occupied  between  the  stupip^  of  th^tiiy^t 
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irith^he  oirdin&ry  purchases  of  the  ship,  would  have 
Inquired  all  th^ir .  strength  united,  and  that,  too,  to 
be  exercised  with  a  discretion  and  care  that  would 
have  consumed  too  many  of  those  moments  which 
they  rightly^eeraed  to  he  so  precious  at^  that  wild 
and  unstable  season  of  the  year.  Into  this  Irttle  ark 
Wilder  proposed  to  convey  such  articles  of  comfort 
aad  necessity  as  he  might  hastily  collect  from  the 
abandoned  vessel;  and  then,  entering  it  with  his 
companions,  to  await  the  critical  instant  when  the 
wreck  should  sink  from  beneath  them. 

♦*Call  y-ou  this  hope?"  exclaimed  Mrs  Wyllys, 
when  his  short  explanation  was  ended,  her  cheek 
ttgain  blanching  with  disappointment.  "  1  have  heard 
that  the  gulf,  which  foundering  vessels  leave,  swal- 
lows all  lesser  objects  that  are  floating  nigh !'' 

"It sometimes  happens.  For  worlds  I  v^ould  not 
deceive  you  ;  and  I  now  say  that  I  think  our  chance 
for  escape  equal  to  that  of  being  ingulfed  with  the 
vessel." 

^    "This   is   terrible!"    murmured   the  governess, 
*^  but  the  will  of  Heaven  be  done !    Cannot  ingenuity 
.   supply  the  place  of  strength,  and  the  boat  be  cast 
from  the  decks  before  the  fatal  moment  arrives  ?" 

Wilder  shook  his  head  in  an  unequivocal  negative, 

"We  are  not  so  weak  as  you  may  think  us,"  said 
Gertrude.  "  Give  a  direction  to  our  efforts,  and  let 
us  see  what  may  yet  be  done.  Here  i3  Cassandra," 
she  added — turning  to  the  black'  girl  already  intro- 
duced to  the  reader,  who  stood  behind  her  young 
and  ardent  mistress,  with  the  mantle  and  shawls  of 
the  latter  thrown  over  her  arm,  as  if  about  to  attend 
her  on  an  excursion  for  the  momins: — "  here  is  Cas- 
Sandra,  who  alone  has  nearly  the  strength  of  a  man." 

"  Had  she  the  strengtli  of  twenty,  I  should  despair 

of  launching  the  boat  w:ithout  the  aid  of  machinery. 

But  we  lose  time  in  words ;  I  will  go  below,  in  or* 
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and  thcft  to  cmr  prf parationf*  .  JiH^p  jr«ii^  i^ 
^agile  as  you  seem*  lovely  b^iog^.iB^y  sdd  ii|,,^Mt 
fatter." 

He  then  pointed  out  such  lighter  ohjects  as  would 
be  necessary  to  their  comfort,  should  they  be  90  for* 
tunate  as  to  get  clear  of  the  wreck,  and  advised  theif 
being  put  into  the  boat  without  delay.  While  the 
three  females  were  thus  usefully  eipployed,  he  4!&* 
scended  into  the  hold  of  the  ship,  in  aider  to  npt«^ 
the  increase  of  the  water,  and  make  his  calculatiosf 
on  the  time  that  would  elapse  before  the  sinkifig 
fabric  ipust  entirely  disappear.  The  fact  proved  their 
case  to  be  more  alarming  than  even  Wilder  had  b^^ 
led  to  expect.  Stripped  of  her  masts,  the  vessel  ha4 
laboured  so  heavily  as  to  open  ma^y  of  her  seaops: ) 
and,  as  the  upper  works  be^n  to  se^le  beneath  th^ 
level  of  the  ocean,  the  influ:^  of  the  element  was  in- 
creasing with  frightful  rapidity.  As  the  young  marjh 
ncr  gazed  about  him  with  aii  understanding  eye^  b^ 
cursed,  in  the  bitterness  of  his  heart,  the  igQoranc^ 
and  superstition  that  had  caused  the  deserticm  of  the 
remainder  of  the  crew.  There  existed,  in  reali^ 
no  evil  that  exertion  and  skill  could  not  have  rem:* 
edied ;  but,  deprived  of  all  aid,  he  at  once  saw  tik^ 
folly  of  even  attempting  to  procrastinate  a  catastro- 

Ehe  that  was  now  unavoidable.  Returning  with  a 
cavy  heart  to  the  deck,  he  immediately  set  aboiil 
those  dispositions  which  were  necessary  to^  afibcil 
them  the  smallest  cha,uce  of  escape. 

While  his  companions  deadened  the  sense  of  apr 
prehension  by  their  light  but  equally  necessary  ^m^ 
ployment,  Wilder  stepped  the  two  masts  of  tibe  boa](,r 
and  properly  disposed  of  the  sails,  and  those  otl^^ 
implements  that  might  be  useful  in  the  event  of  snq^^ 
cess.  Thus  occupied,^  a  couple  of  hours  flew  by,  as 
though  miniitqs  were  con^ipressed  into  (nom^n^  r^ii 
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Jlti^tiwn  jB»|t  ^6  "gripeii  that  iiad  kepi  ttie  Ibnadb  ^ 
Stft  pt&Ci^  ir^heQ  tlw.  sfaq^  "uraaioi  iHotioDy  leaving  il 
standing  upright  on  its  wooden  beds,  but  in  no  other 
inanner  connected  wiUi  the  hull,  which,  by  this  time, 
had  settled  so  low  as  to  create  the  apprehension, 
that,  at  any  'monrrent^  it  might  sink  from '  beneath 
tfiein.  Aft^  this  measure  of  precaution  was  taken, 
the  females  were  sumnaon^  to  the  boat,  lest  the 
fcrtsis  might  be  nearer  than  he  supposed ;  for  he  well 
knew  that  a  foundering  ship  was,  h^  a  tottering 
wall,  liable  at  any  iwoment  to  yield  to  the  impulse 
of  the  downward  pressure.  He  then  commenced 
the  scarcely  leas  necessary  operation  of  selection 
among  the  chaos  of  articles  with  which  the  ill-direct- 
ed zeal  of  h^  companions  had  so  cumbered  the 
lioatt  that  there  was  hardly  room  left  in  which  they 
might  dispose  of  their  more  precious  pereons.  Not- 
.  withstandii^  the  often_  repeated  and  Yociferous  re- 
monstrances of  the  negri^ss,  boxes,  trucks,  and  pack- 
ages fleW  from  either  »de  of  the  launch,  as  though 
Wilder  had  no  consideration  for  the  comfort  and  care 
of  that  fair  being  in  whose  behalf  Cassandra,  un- 
heeded, like  her  ancient,  namesake  of  Troy,,  lifted 
her  voice  so  often  in  the  tones  of  remonstrance. 
The  boat  was  soon  cleared  of  what,  under  their  cir- 
cumstances, was  literally  lumber;  leaving,  however, 
far  more  than  enough  to  meet  all  their  wants,  and 
not  a  few  of  their  comforts,  in  the  event  that  the 
elements  should  accord  the  permission  to  use  them. 
Then,,  and  not  till  then,  did  Wilder  relax  in  his 
exertions.  He  had  arranged  his  sails,  ready  to  be 
hoisted  in  an  instant;  he  had  careftiUy  examined  that 
BO  s trailing  rope  connected  the  boat  to  the  wreck, 
to  draw  them  under  with  th&  foundering  mass ;  and 
he  had  assured  himself  that  ibod,  water,  compass, 
and  the  imperfect  instrumtots  that  were  then  in  use 
to  ascertain:  the  positiicm  o£  a  ship,  were  all  careful^ 
iy  diitftfigfld  JQ^  ig^tfiriri4W»cagd  placegi  nd  ueadjr  to 
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his  li&nd^  When  all  was  in  this  state  6f  j^psfstiim, 
lie  disposed  of  himself  in  the  stern  of 'the  boat^^  and 
endeavoured,  by  the  composure  of  his  manner,  to 
inspire  his  less  resolute  companions  with  a  portion  oi 
his  own  firmness. 

The  bright  sun^shin^  was  sleeping  in  a  thousand 
places  on  every  side  of  the  silent  and  deserted  wreck 
The  sea  had  subsided  to  such  a  state  of  utter  rest 
that  it  was  only  at  long  intervals  that  the  huge  and 
helpless  mas$  on  which  the  ark  of  the  expectants  lay 
was  lifted  from  its  dull  quietude,  to  roll  heavily,  for 
.a  moment,  in  the  washing  waters,  and  then  to  settle 
lower  into  the  greedy  and  absorbing  element.  Still 
the  disappearance  of  the  hull  was  slow,  and  even 
tedious,  to  those  who  looked  forward  with  such  kn- 
patience  to  its  total  immersion,  as  to  the  crisis  of 
their  own  fortunes. 

During  these  hours  of  weary  and  awful  suspense, 
the  discourse,  between  the  watchers,  though  pon^ 
ducted  in  tones  of  confidence,  and  oflen  of  tender- 
ness,  was  broken  by  long  intervals  of  deep  and 
musing  silence.  Each  forbore  to  dwell  upon  the 
danger  of  their  situation,  in  consideration  of' the 
feelings  of  the  rest;  but  neitFfer  could  conceal  the 
imminent  risk  they  ran,  from  that  jealous  watchful- 
ness of  love  of  life  which  was  conmion  to  them  all. 
In  this  manner,  minutes,  hours,  and  the  day  itself, 
rolled  by,  and  the  darkness  was  seen  steaHng  along 
the  deep,  gradually  narrowing  the  boundary  of  their 
view  towards  the  east,  until  the  whole  of  .the  empty 
scene  was  limited  to  a  little  dusky  circle  around  the 
spot  on  which  they  lay.  To  this  change  succeeded 
another  fearful  hour,  during  which  it  appeared  that 
death  was  about  to  visit  them,  environed  by  its  most 
revolting  horrors.  The  heavy  plunge  of  the  wat 
lowing  whale,  as  he  cast  his  huge  form  upon  the 
Surface  of  the  sea<  was  heard,  accompanied  by  the, 
^imii:.bloiifiiag&  Jif  a  boxMfaDed  imitators,  that  £41qw^ 


u^  the  train  of  the  mona^b  of  ttie  oci^ah.  It  ap-j 
peared,  to  the  alsirmed  ^d  feverish  imagination  of 
Gertrude,  that  the  hrine  was  giving  up  ail  its  ition-^ 
sters;  and,  notwithstanding  the  calm  assurances 'Ofi 
Wil4eT,  that  thel^  ^ectiistomed  sotinds  were  rather 
the  harbiiigers  of  peace  thdn  signs  of  any  new  dan* 
geri  they  nUed  her  mind  with  images  of  the  secret 
recesses  over  which  they  secerned  suspended  by  a 
thread,  and  pointed  them  replete  with  tiie  disgusting 
inhabitants  of  the  caverns  of  the  great  deep.  The' 
intelhgent'  se^tiAan  himself  was  startled,  when  he 
saw,  on  the  surfe(^  of  the  watier^  the  dark  fins  of  the 
voracious  shark  stealing  around  the  wreck,  apprised, 
oy  his  instinct,  that  the  coil  tents  of  the  devoted  ves- 
set  were  shortly  to  become  the  prey  of  his  tribe. 
Then  came^  the  moon,  with  its  mild  and  deceptive 
ligiit,  to  throw  the  delusion  of  its  glow  on  the  vary- 
ing but  ever  frightful  scene. 

"  See,"  said  Wilder,  as  the  luminary  lifted  its  pale 
and  melancholy  orb  out  of  the  Bed  of  the  ocent» : 
''we  shall  have  light  fbr  our  hazardous  launch!" 

•*  Is  it  at  h^ti  ?"  demanded  Mrs  Wyllys,  with  ail 
the  resolution  of  n^nner  ^e  could  assume  in  so  try* 
log  a  situation. 

^'  It  fe— the  ship  has  already  brought  her  scupper* 
to  the  water.  Sometimes  a  vessel  will  floa*  until 
saiturated  with  the  brine.  If  ours  sink  at  all^  it  will 
h^  soon." 

*,'If  ^t^H  !  I?  there  then  hope  that  she  can  iSoatl'*^ 

.'*  None  !"y  said  Wilder,  piiu^ng  to  listen  to  the 
hollo W;  WO^  tbpeateiling^  i^va^if  Which  issaled  flt>m  the 
depths  of  the  vessel,  as  the  water  broke  through  her 
divisions,  in  passing  from  side  to  side,  and  which 
sounded  like  the  groaning  of  some  heavy  monster  in 
the  last  agony  of  nature.  "  None  ;  she  is  already 
losing  her  level !" 

His  companions  saw  the  change  ;  but,  not  for  the 
«npire  of  the  world,  could  either  of  them  have  ut- 
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tercd  -a  syllable.  Another  low,  threaitenirig,  inim^Iii^ 
sound  was  heard,  and  then  the  pent  air  beneath  blew 
up  the  forward  part  of  the  deck,  with  an  explosion 
Hke  that  of  a  gun. 

"  Now  grasp  the  ropes  I  hare  giveh  you  !"  cried 
Wilder,  breathless  with  his  eagerness  to  speak. 

His  words  were  smothered  by  the  rushing  aiid, 
gurgling  of  waters.     The  vessel  made  a  plunge  like 
a  dying  whale ;  and,  raising  its  stern  high  into  ftie 
air,  glided  into  the  depths  of  the  sea,  like  the  levia* 
than  seeking  his  secret  places.      The  motionless 
boat  was  lifted  with  the  iship.  Until  it  stood  in  an  at- 
titude fearfully  approaching  to  the  perpendicnfeh 
As  the  wreck  descended,  the  bows  of  the  laun^ 
met  the  element,  burying  themselves  nearly  to  mV 
Ing ;  bat,  buoyant  and  light,  it  rose  again,  and,  stmel^ 
powerfully  on  the  stern  by  the  settling  mass,  the  Ift- 
tle  ark  shot  ahead,  as  though  it  had  been  driveh  b^ 
the  hand  of  man.    Still,  as  the  water  rushed  into  (he 
vertex,  every  thing  within  its  influence  yielded  M 
the  suction ;  and,  at  the  next  instant,  the  launch  viras 
ieen  darting  down  the  declivity,  as  if  eager  to  fol- 
low tiie  vast  machine,  of  which  it  had  so  long  f6nSP 
ed  a  dependant,  through  the  same  gaping  whirlpc^J 
to  ihe  bottom.     Then  it  rose^  rocking,  to  thd  sftr- 
fece ;  and,  for  a  moment,  was  tossed  and  i^hirl^ 
like  a  bilbble  circling  in  the  eddies  of  a  pool.    'Aff 
ter  which,  the  ocean  moaned,  and  slept  again  ;^  th€ 
ilibon-beams  pla^ng  across  its  treacherous  bosdhn, 
sweetly  and  cal^,  as  the  rays  are  seen  to  quiVer*bii^ 
a  lake  that  is  embedded  in  shelteriiig  mohhtsdi^ld^ 
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CHAPTER  n. 

I 

—— "  Erery  day,  some  sailor's  wife, 
The  masters  of  some  merchant,  and  the  merchant. 
Have  just  our  theme  of  woe.V-^7bRpct<. 

"  We  are  safe !"  said  Wilder,  who  had  stood,  amid 
the  violence  of  the  struggle,  with  his  person  firmly 
braced  against  a  mast,  steadily  watching  the  manner 
of  their  escape.  ^^  Thus  far,  at  least,  are  we  safe ; 
for  which  may  Heaven  alone  be  praised,  since  no 
art  of  mine  could  avail  us  a  feather/^ 

The  females  had  buried  their  faces  in  the  folds  of 
the  vestments  and  clothes  on  which  they  were  sit- 
ting; nor  did  even  the  governess  raise  her  counte- 
nance, until  twice  assured  by  her  companion  that  the 
imminency  of  the  risk  was  past.  Another  minute 
went  by,  during  which  Mrs  Wyllys  and  Gertrude 
were  rendering  their  thanksgivings,  in  a  manner  and 
in  words  less  equivocal  than  the  expression  which 
bad  just  broken  from  the  lips  of  the  young  seaman. 
When  this  grateful  duty  was  performed,  they  stood > 
erect,  as  if  emboldened,  by  the  offering,  to  look  their 
situation  more  steadily  in  the  face. 

On  every  side  lay  the  seemingly  illimitable  waste 
of  waters.  To  them,  their  small  and  frail  tenement 
was  the  world.  So  long  as  the  ship,  sinking  and 
dangerous  as  she  was,  remained  beneath  them,  there 
had  appeared  to  be  a  barrier  between  their  existence 
and  the  ocean.  But  one  minute  had  deprived  them 
of  even  this  failing  support,  and  they  now  found 
themselves  cast  upon  the  sea  in  a  vessel  that  might 
be  likened  to  one  of  the  bubbles  of  the  element. 
Gertrude  felt,  at  that  instant,  as  though  dhe  would 
have  ^iven  half  her  hopes  in  life  for  the  mere 
sight  of  that  vast  and  nearly  untenanted  Continent 
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which  stretched  for  so  many  thousands  of  miles 
along  the  west,  and  kept  the  world  of  waters  to  their 
limits. 

But  the  rush  of  einotiotis  that  so  properly  belong- 
ed to  their  forlorn   condition  spon   subsided,  and 
their  thpughts.  returned  tp  IhiejstulJyif^Ctbei  means 
necessary  to  their  further  safety.    Wilder  had,  how- 
ever, anticipated  these  feelings ;  and,  even  before 
Jlrs  Wyllys;  and  Ge^ude  had  recovered  their  te- 
coUectians,  be  was  occupied,  aided^  by  the  readj^ 
bands  of  the  terrified  but  loquacious  Cassandra,:  ui 
^rrangii^  the  contents  of  the  boa^  in  sqch  a  manner 
as  would  enable  her  to  move  through  the  elemcBl 
with  the  least  possible  reststance* 

"  With  a  well-trimmed  ship,  and  a  fair  hreesse,"- 
cried  pur  adventurer^,  <:bearfully,  so  soon  as  bis  little 
job  was  ended,  "  we  may  yet  hope  to  reach  the  jfind 
in  one  ds^y  and  another  night  1  have  seen  the  >ho«r 
when,  in  this  good,  launch,  I  would  not  have  Imei^ 
tated  to  rup  the  lengtli  of  the  Ame^-ican  coast,  ^pcoi^ 

yided"— T-TT 

"  You  have  forgotten  your  provided,"  said  iQer^ 
trude,  observing  that  he  hesitated,  probably /r^nii  a 
reluctance  to  express  any  exception  to  the  opioion^ 
which  might  increase  the  feajis  of  his  companions 

"  Provided  it  were  two  months  .earlier  in  the  year^- * 
he  added,  in  a  tpne  of  less  confidence. 

'•  The  seaspn  is,  then,  against  iis  :  It  only  requires 
tlie  greater  resolution  in  ourselves  !" , 

Wilder  turned  his  head  to  regard  the  fair  speidcer^ 
whose  pale  and  placid  countenance,  as  the  moott 
silvered  her  fine  features,  expressed  any  thing  bot 
the  courage  to  eqdjire  the  hardships  he  so  well  knew 
she  was  liable  to  eneiPunter,  before  they  might  hope 
to  gain  the  Qo^inent  After  musing  a  moment,  be 
lifted  his  open  hand  towards  the  south-west,  and 
held  itspalm  sor^e  little  time  tp  the  air  of  tbemighti' 

"Any  thing  is  better  ^imk  idleness,  for  p^^kuk 
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oiir  conditioii,^'  he  said.  **  There  are  some  symptoms 
of  the  breeze  coming  in  this  quarter;  I  will  be  ready 
to  meet  it." 

He  then  spread  his  two  lug-sails ;  and,  trimming 
aft  the 'sheets,  placed  himself  at  the  helm,  like  one 
who  expected  his  services  there  might  be  shortly 
needed-  The  result  did  not  disappoint  his  expecta- 
tions. *Ere  long,  the  light  canvas  of  the  boat  began 
to  flutter ;  and"  then,  as  he  brought  the  bows  in  the 
proper  direction,  the  little  vessel  commenced  moving, 
slowly  along  its  blind  and  watery  path. 

The  wind  soon  came  fresher  upon  the  sails, 
heavily  charged  with  the  dampness  of  the  hour. 
Wilder  ui^ed  the  latter  reason  as  a  motive  for  the 
females  to  seek  their  rest  beneath  a  little  canopy  of 
tarpaulings,  which  his  foresight  had  also  provided, 
and  on  mattresses  he  had  brought  from  the  ship. 
Perceiving'^that  their  protector  wished  to  be  alone, 
Mrs  Wyllys  and  her  pupil  did  as  desired ;  and,  in  a 
few  minutes,  if  not  asleep,  no  one  could  have  told 
that  any  other  than  our  adventurer  had  possession  ot 
the  solitary  launch. 

The  middle  hour  of  the  night  went  by,  without 
any  material  change  in  the  prospects  of  those  whose 
fate  so  much  depended  on  the  precarious  influence 
of  the  weather.  The  wind  had  freshened  to  a  smajrt 
breeze ;  and,  by  the  calculations  of  Wilder,  he  had 
already  moved  across  many  leagues  of  ocean,  direct- 
ly in  a  line  for  the  eastern  end  of  that  long  and  nar- 
row isle  that  separates  the  waters  which  wash  the 
shores  of  Connecticut  from  those  of  the  open  sea. 
The  minutes  flew  swiftly  by ;  for  the  time  was  pro- 
piti6us,  and  the  thoughts  of  the  young  seaman  were 
Imsy  with  the  recollections  of  a  short  but  adventur- 
ous life.  At  moments  he  leaned  forward,  as  if  he 
would  catch  the  gentle  respiration  of  one  who  slept 
beneath  the  dark  and  rude  canopy,  and  as  though 
he  might  distinguish  the  soft  breathings  of  her  slum- 
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bers  froni  tiiose  of  her  ooitipamonf*  Tlifeb  w6c^ 
bis  form  fall  back  into  its  Seatt,  and  his  lip  chr],  ai 
even  move,  as  he  gave  inward  utterance  to  the  waj- 
ward  fancies  of  his  imagination.  But  at  no  tioie, 
not  even  in  the  midst  of  his  greatest  abandmiment  to 
reverie  and  thought,  did  he  forget  the  cofistant,  and 
nearly  instinctive,  duties  of  his  station.  A  rapid 
glance  at  the  heavens,  an  oblique  lode  at  the  com- 
pass, and  an  occasional,  but  more  protracted,  exam 
mation  of  the  pale  face  of  the  melancholy  moon, 
were  the  usual  directions  taken  by  his  practised  eyes. 
The  latter  was  still  in  the  zenith :  and  his  brow  be- 
gan  again  to  ccHitract,  as  he  saw  that  she  was  shinms; 
through  an  atmosphere  without  a  haze.  He  would* 
have  liked  better  to  have  seen  even  those  portentous 
and  watery  circles  by  which  she  is  so  often  environ- 
ed, and  which  are  thought  to  foretel  the  tempest, 
than  the  hard  and  dry  medium  through  which  her 
beams  fell  so  clear  upon  the  fece  of  the  wateri.' 
The  humidity  with  which  tha  breeze  had  commenced 
was  also  gone  ;  and,  in  its  place,  the  quick,  sensitive 
organs  of  the  seaman  detected  tlie  often  gratefirf, 
though  at  that  moment  unwelcome,  taint  of  the  land. 
All  these  were  signs  that  the  airs  from  the  Continent 
were  about  to  prevail,  and  (as  he  dreaded,  from  t:er- 
tain  wild-looking,  long,  narrow  elouds,  that  were 
gathering^  over  the  western  horizon)  to  prevail  with 
a  power  conformable  to  the  turbulent  season  of  the 
year. 

[f  any  doubt  had  existed  in  the  mind  of  Wilder 
as  to  the  accuracy  of  his  prognostics,  it  would  have 
been  solved  about  the  commencement  of  the  mom* 
log  watch.  At  that  hour  the  inconstant  breeze  b^ 
gan  again  to  die ;  and,  even  before  its  last  breathing 
was  felt  upon  the  flapping  canvas,  it  was  met  by 
counter  currents  from  the  west.  Our  adventurer  saw 
at  once  that  the  struggle  was  now  truly  to  commence, 
and  he  made  hii^^  dispositions  accordingly.     The- 
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iqo&m  sheets  of  (kielf,  which  had  so  long  been  ex- 
posed to  the  mild  airs  of  the  south,  were  reduced  to 
one  third  their  original  size,  by  double  reefs ;  and 
several  of  the  more  cumbrous  of  the  remaining  arti- 
cles, such  as  were  of  doubtful  use  to  persons  in  their 
situation,  were  eadt,  without  pausing  to  hesitate,  into 
the  Si^a.  Nor  was  this  care  without  a  sufficient  ob- 
ject Thip-air  soon  came  sighing  Heavily  over  the 
deep  from  the  north-west,  bringing  with  it  the  chill- 
n^  asperity  of  the  inhospitable  regions  of  the  Can- 
adas. 

"  Ah !  well  do  I  know  rou,''  muttered  Wilder,  as 
ihe  first  puff  of  this  unwelcome  wind  struck  his  sails, 
and  forced  the  little  boat  to  bend  to  its  power  in 
passiag ;  "  well  do  I  know  you,  with  your  fresh- wa- 
fer flavour  and  your  smell  of  the  land !  Would  to 
God  you  had  blown  your  fill  upon  the  lakes,  without 
coming  down  to  drive  many  a  weary  seaman  back 
«pon  his  wake,  and  to  eke  out  a  voyage,  already  too 
lt>ng,  by  your  bitter  colds  and  steady  obstinacy  V^ 

"  Do  you  sp^ak  ?"  said  Gertrude,  half  appearing 
from  beneath  her  canopy,  and  then  shrinking  back, 
shivering,  into  its  cover  again,  as  she  felt  the  influ- 
ence in  the  change  of  air. 

"Sleep,  Lady,«lfeep,"  he  answered,  as  though  he 
Uked  not^  at  such  Ja  m6ment,  to  be  disturbed  by  even 
faer  soft  atid  divery  Voice. 

**  Is  th^re  new  danger  t"  asked  the  maiden,  step- 
ping lightly  from  the  niiattifess,  as  if  she  would  not 
^foturb  Ihe  l^ose  of  her  governess.  "  You  need  not 
fe^  to  tell  me  the  worst :  I  am  a  soldier's  child  !^' 

He  pointed  to  the  signs  so  well  comprehended  by 
himself  but  continued  silent 

*'  I  feel  that  the  wind  is  colder  than  it  was,^'  she> 
s^id,  "  but  I  see  no  other  <ihangfe.'' 

**  And  do  you  know  whither  the  boat  is  going  V^ 

**  To  the  land,  I  think.  You  assured  us  of  tha^, 
ajftd  I  doAot  b^V^  you  vt^^  wilHngly  deceive.** 
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"  You  hIo  me  justice ;  and,  as  a  proof  of  Uiikm^ 
now  te]l  you  that  you  are  mistaken.  I  knowihaytio 
your  eyes  all  points  of  the  compass,^  on  this:  void, 
mast  seem  tlie  same;  but  I  cannot  thus  easily  d^ 
ceive  myself." 

"  And  we  are  not  sailing  for  our  homes  ?" 

^^  So  far  from  it,  that,  should  this  course  continue, 
we  must  cross  the  whole  Atlantic  before  your  eyes 
could  again  see  land." 

Gertrude  made  no  reply,  but  retired,  in  sorraw,  U> 
the  side  of  her  governess.  In  the  mean  time.  Wil- 
der, again  left  to  himself,  began  to  consult  his  com- 
pass and  the  direction  of  the  wind.  Perceiving  that 
he  might  approach  nearer  to  the  continent  of  Amer- 
ica by  changing  the  position  of  the  boatv  he  wore 
round,  and  brought  its  head  as  nigh  up  to  the  sou^ 
west  as  the  wind,  would  permit.  . 

But  there  was  little  hope  in  this  trifling  chai^. 
At  each  minute,  the  power  of  the  breeze  was  ia- 
creasing,  until  it  soon  freshened  to  a  degree  that 
compelled  him  to  furl  his  after-sail.  The  slumbering 
ocean  was  not  long  in  awakening;  and,  by  the  time 
the  launch  was  snug  under  a  close-reefed  fore-sail, 
the  boat  was  rising  on  dark  and  ever-growing  waves, 
or  sinking  into  the  momentary  calm  <m  deep  furrows, 
whence  it  rose  again,  to  feel  the  rapidly  increasing 
power  of  the  blasts.  The  dashing  of  the  waters, 
and  the  rushing  of  the  wi|;^d,  which  now  began  to 
sweep  heavily  across  the  blue  waste,  quickly  drew 
the  females  to  the  side  of  our  adventurer.  To  their 
hurried  and  anxious  questions  he  made  considerate 
but  brief  replies,  like  a  man  who  felt  that  the  tiiiie 
was  far  better  suited  to  action  than  to  words. 

In  this  manner  the  last  lingering  minutes  of  the 
night  went  by,  loaded  with  a  care  that  each  moment 
rendered  heavier,  and  which  each  successive  fresh- 
ening of  the  breeze  had  a  tendency  to  render  doubly 
anxious.    The  day  came,  only  to  be$tow  more  dii 
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fSaK^en  <m  the  ch^rless  ](>rospect  1[^  ^^vei 
P^&fe  looking  green  ami  togrilj^,  wUle,  here  and 
there,  lai^e  crests  of  foam  wene  beginning  to  break 
on  ikeir  ^oraimt^'^tiie  certain  Evidence  that  a  con- 
flict betwixt  the  ^lenfenta  was  at  handw  Then  cam^ 
tbe  $Hn  over  theragged  maf^n  of  theeastem  horizon, 
climbing  slowly  into  ^he  bine  a«ih  above,  vrhich  ky 
<p]eafF^  chilling^  distinct,  and  entirely  withont  a  clouds 

Wild^  noti^d  all  diese  changes  of  the  hour  with  a 
closeness  that  proved  how  critical  he  deemed  their 
caae.  He  seemed  rather  to  consult  the  signs  of  the 
heattns  than  to  regard  thfe  tossings  and  rnshings  of 
the  watef^  which  das^d  against  tlie  side  of  his  little 
vessel  in  a  manner  thiit,  to  the  eyes  of  his  compan- 
ions, often  appeared  to  threaten  their  total  di^strac^ 
ticww  To  tbe  latfcer  lie  was  too  much  accustotned,- 
to  anticipate  the  true  moment  of  ^lariti,  though  td 
less  instra^Uid  senses  it  might  already  seem  so  dan« 
geroua.  It  was  to  him  as  is  the  thund«r^  when  cotn- 
pared  td  ihe  lightning,  in  the  mind  of  the  phtloso- 
pher ;  or  rather  he  knew,  that,  if  harm  mi^t  come 
froB^  the  <OBe  on  whidi  he  floated,  its  aHHty  to  in* 
jure  nlust  first  be  called  into  action  by  the  power  of 
the  sister  element. 

"  What  think  yon  of  our  case  now  ?^  asked  Mrs 
Wyllys,  Iceeping  her  k)ok  closely  £sisten^  on  his 
countenance,  as  if  she  would  rather  trust  its  expres- 
siciB,  than  even  to  kk  words  for  the  answer. 

"  So  long  as  the  wind  continues  thus,  we  may  y^ 
feope  to  keep  within  the  route  of  ships  to  and  from 
the  great  nojthef  ri  ports ;  but,  if  it  Iredien  to  a  gale^ 
and  the  sea  begin  to  break  with  violence,  I  doubt  the 
ability  of  this  boat  to  lie-to." 

*'  Then  our  resource  must  be  in  endeavouring  to 
rtin  before  tbe  gale." 

*'  Then  must  we  sctid." 

**  What  vtrould  be  Our  direCtiony  in  such  an  invent  ?** 
4mom^  Qaiirudie%.ta  whlMO  Mraidt  io  tho  «g^ 
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tion  of  ibe  ocean  and  the  naked  view  on^ev^  to|i^ 
all  idea  of  places  and  diMances  was  lod.^  in  tte  vmt 
inextricable  confusion.       v  ^  1* 

"  In  such  an  event,"  returned  our  adventure,  re* 
garding  her  with  a  look  in  which  commiseratioii 
and  indefinite  concern  were  so  singularly  Riiii^led, 
that  her  own  mild  gaze  was  changed  into  a  timid  and 
furtive  glance,  ^^  in  such  an  event,  we  should  be 
leaving  that  land  it  is  so  important  to  reach. ^^ 

"  What  'em  'ere  ?"  cried  Cassandra,  whose  lai^e 
dark  eyes  were  rolling  on  every  side  of  her,  with  a 
curiosity  that  no  care  or  sense  of  danger  could  ex- 
tinguish ;  "  'em  berry  big  fish  on  a  water?" 

",lt  is  a  boat !"  cried  Wilder,  sprii^ng  upon  a 
thwart,  to  catch  a  glimpse  of  a  dark  object  that  was 
driving  on  the  gHttering  crest  of  a  wave,  within  ^a 
hundred  feet  of  the  spot  where  the  launch  itself  was 
struggling  through  the  brine.  "What  bo! — boat, 
ahoy  !• — holloa  there  !— boat,  ahoy !"  ^ 

The  deep  breathing  of  the  wind  swept  by  them, 
but  no  human  sound  responded  to  his  shout.  They 
had  already  fallen,  between  two  seas,  into  a  deep 
vale  of  water,  where  the  narrow  view  extended  no 
farther  than  the  dark  and  rolling  barriers  on  either 
side.  »    ' 

"  Merciful  Providence !"  exclaimed  the  governess, 
"can  there  be  others  as  unhappy  as  ourselves!" 

"  It  was  a  boat,  or  my  sight  is  not  true  as  usual,' ^ 
returned  Wilder,  still  keeping  his  stand,  to  watch 
the  moment  when  he  might  catch  another  view.  His 
wish  was  quickly  realized.  He  had  trusted  the  helm, 
for  the  moment,  to  the  hands  of  Cassandra,  who  suf- 
fered the  launch  to  vary  a  little  from  its  course.  The 
words  were  still  on  his  lips,  when  the  same  black 
object  came  sweeping  down  the  wave  to  windward, 
and  a  pinnace,  bottom  upwards,  washed  past  them 
in  the  trou^  Then  followed  a  shriek  from  the 
n€gir/e9s^  whp  abandoned  thoti]kr,and^  sinking  ^ 
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her  knees,  hid  her  face  in  her  hands.  Wilder  in- 
stinctively caught  the  helm,  as  he  bent  his  face  in 
the  direction  whence  the  revolting  eye  of  Cassandra 
had  been  turned.  A  grim  human  form  was  seen, 
erect,  and  half  exposed,  advancing  in  the  midst  of 
the  broken  crest  which  was  still  covering  the  dark 
declivity  to  windward  with  foam.  For  a  moment, 
it  stood  with  the  brine  dripping  from  the  drenched 
locka,  like  some  being  that  had  issued  from  the  deep 
to  turn  its  frightful  features. on  the  spectators  ;  and 
then  the  Hfeless  body  of  a  drowned  man'  drove  "past 
-the  launch,  which,  at  the  next  minute,  rose  to  the 
summit  of  the  wave,  to  sink  into  another  vale,  where 
'  no  such  terrifying  object  floated. 

Not  only  Wilder,  but  Gertrude  and  Mrs  Wyllys, 
had  seen  this  startling  spectacle  so  nigh  them  as  to 
recognize  the  countenance  of  Nighthead,  rendered 
still  more  stem  and  forbidding  than  ever,  in  the  im- 
pression left  by  death.  But  neither  spoke,  nor  gave 
any  other  evidence  of  their  intelligence.  Wilder 
hoped  that  his  companions  had  at  least  escaped  the 
shock  of  recognizing  the  victim ;  and  the  females 
themselves  saw,  in  the  hapless  fortune  of  the  muti- 
neer, too  much  of  their  own  probable  though  more 
protracted  fate,  to  be  able  to  give  vent  to  the  horror 
each  felt  so  deeply,  in  words.  For  some  time,  the 
elements  alone  were  heard  sfghing  a  sort  of  hoarse 
requiem  over  the  victims  of  their  conflict. 

"  The  pinnace  has  filled !"  Wilder  at  length  ob 
served,  when  he  saw,  by  the  pallid  features  and 
meaning  eyes  of  his  companions,  it  was  in  vain  to 
affect  reserve  on  the  subject  any  longer.     "  Their 
boat  was  frail,  and  loaded  to  the  water's  edge." 

"Think  you  all  are  lost?"  observed  Mrs  Wyllys, 
in  a  voice  that  scarcely  amounted  to  a  whisper. 

*'  There  is  no  hope  for  any !    Gladly  would  I  part 

with  an  arm,  for  the  assistance  of  the  poorest  of 

^bose  mfsf^ided  seamen,  who  have  hurried  on  their 
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evil  fortone  by  their  own  di8obedi(tnce  and  ignd- 

^^  And«  of  all  the  happy  and  tfa6tightiess  human 
Deings  who  lately  left  the  harbour  of  Newport,  in  a 
vessel  that  has  so  long  been  the  boast  6f  mariners, 
we  alone  remain !'' 

'^  There  is  not  another:  Tliis  boat,  and  its  con- 
tents, are  the^  sole  memorials  of  the  ^  Royal  Caro- 
lineP"  - 

^^  It  was  not  within  the  ken  of  hnman  knowledge 
to  foresee  this  evil,"  continued  the  governess,  fas5fc- 
ening  her  eye  on  the  countenance  of  Wilder,  as  . 
though  she  would  ask  a  question  which  conscience 
told  her,  at  the  same  time,  betrayed  a  p<Mtion  of  that 
very  superstition  which  had  hastened  the  fate  of  the 
rude  being  they  had  so  lately  passed. 

"  It  was  not"  \ 

"  And  the  danger,  to  whieh  you  so  often  and  so  in- 
explicably alluded,  had  no  reference  to  tUs  we  haire 
mcurred  ?" 

"It  had  not." 

"  It  has  gone,  with  the  change  in  our  situation  ?" 

"  I  liope  it  has." 

"  See !"  interrupted  Gertrude,  laying  a  band,  in 
her  haste,  on  the  arm  of  Wilder.  "Heaven  be 
praised !  yonder  is  something  at  last  to  relieve  the 


view." 


it. 


It  is  a  ship !"  exclaimed  her  governess ;  buf,  an 
envious  wave  lifting  its  green  side  between  them  and 
the  object,  they  sunk  into  a  trough,  as  though  the 
vision  had  been  placed  momentarily  before  theii 
eyes,  merely  to  taunt  them  with  its  image.  The 
quick  glance  of  Wilder  had  caught,  however,  a 
glimpse  of  the  tracery  against  the  heavens,  as  they 
descended.  When  the  boat  rose  again,  his  loolc  was 
properly  directed,  and  he  was  enabled  to  be  certain 
of  the  reality  of  the  vessel.  Wave  succeeded  wave, 
and  mome^to  fQUAW64  fiaomei^s,  4u^?ii^  wUcj^  (^ 
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stpaiiger  was  giveBt  to  their  gaze,  and  as  often  disap- 
peared, as  the  launch  unavoidably  fell  into  the  tiroughs 
of  the  seas.  These  short  and  hasty  ghmpses  suificed, 
however,  to  convey  all  fliat  was  necessary  to  the 
eye  of  a  man  who  had  been  nurtured  on  that  ele- 
ment, where  circumstances  now  exacted  of  him 
such  constant  and  unequivocal  evidences  of  his  skilL 

At  the  distance  of  a  mile,  there  was^  in  fact  a  ship 
to  be  seen,  rolling  and  pitchii^  gracefuUy,  and  with- 
out any  apparent  effort,  on  those  waves  through 
which  the  launch  was  struggling  with  such  difficulty. 
A  solitary  sail  was^  set,  to  steady  the  vessel,  and  that 
so  reduced,  by  reefs,  as  to  look  like  a  little  snowy 
cloud  amid  the  dark  maze  of  rigging  and  spars.  At 
times,  her  long  and  tapering  masts  appeared  pointing 
to  the  zenith,  or  even  roHing  as  if  iliclining  against 
the  wind ;  and  then,  dgain,  with  slow  and  graceful 
sweeps,  they  seemed  to  fell  towards  the  ruffled  sur- 
face of  the  ocean,  as  though  about  to  seek  refuge 
from  their  endless  motion,  in  the  bosom  of  the  agi- 
tated element  itself.  There  were  moments  when 
the  long,  low,  and  black  hull  was  seen  distinctly 
resting  on  the  summit  of  a  sea,  and  glittering  in  the 
sun-beams,  as  the  water  washed  from  her  sides ;  and 
then,  as  boat  and  vessel  sunk  together,  all  was  lost  to 
the  eye,  even  to  the  attenuated  lines  of  her  tallest  and 
most  delicate  spars; 

Both  Mrs  Wyllys  and  Gertrude  bowed  their  faces 
to  their  knees,  when  assured  of  the  truth  of  their 
hopes,  and  poured  out  their  gratitude  in  silent  and 
secret  thanksgivings.  The  joy  of  Cassandra  was 
mor^  clamorous,  and  less  restrained.  The  simple 
negress  laughed,  shed  tears,  and  exulted  in  the  most 
touehing  manner,  on  tiie  prospect  that  was  now  of- 
fered for  the  escape  of  her  young  mistress  and  her- 
self from  a  death  that  the  recent  sight  had  set  before 
her  imagination  in  the  most  frightful  form.  But  no 
a^wering  JpoJc  of  congratulation  was  to  be  traced 
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in  the  contracting  tmd  anxi^tMi  i^je  of  tiietr  tdita- 
panion. 

*'Now,"  said  Mrs  Wyllys,  seizing  tris  hand  in  both 
her  own,  ,"nrtay  we  hope  to  be  deHvered  ;  and  then 
shall  we  be  allowed,  brave  and  excelierit  young  man, 
fiome  opportunity  of  proving  to  you  how  highly  we 
esteem  your  services/' 

Wilder  permitted  th^  burst  <»f  her  fedings  with  a 
species  of  bewiMered  care,  but  he  neither  spoke^ 
nor  in  any  other  manoer  exhibited  the  smallest  sym- 
pathy in  her  joy, 

"  Surely  you  are  not  grieved,  Mr  Wilder,"  added 
the  wondering  Gertrude,  "that  the  prospect  of  escape 
from  these  awful  waves  is  at  length  so  mercifully 
held  forth  to  us  !" 

"  I  would  gkLdly  die  to  shelter  you  from  hartn,** 
returned  the  youag  sailor ;  **  but"— »• 

"  This  is  not  a  time  for  any  thing  but  gratitude  and 
rejoicing,"  interrupted  the  governess;  "1  cannot 
hearken  to  any  cold  exceptions  now ;  what  mean 
you  with  that  *  but  ?' " 

"  It  may  be  not  so  easy  as  you  thkik  to  r^ch  yon 
«hip**-the  gale  may  prevent — ^in  short,  many  is  th6 
Vessel  that  is  seen  at  sea  which  cannot  be  spoken." 

^Happily,  such  ii  n6t  our  cruel  fortune.  I  under- 
stand, considerate  and  generous  youth,  your  wish  to 
dampen  hopes  that  may  possibly  be  yet  thwarted^ 
but  1  have  too  long,  and  too  often,  trusted  this  dan- 
gerous element,  not  to  know  that  he  who  has  the 
wind  can  speak,  or  not,  as  he  pleases." 

"  You  are  right  in  saying  we  are  to  windward, 
Madam ;  and,  were  I  in  a  ihip^  nothing  would  be 
easier  than  to  run  ivithin  hail  of  the  stranger. — That 
ship  is  certainly  lying-to,  and  yet  the  gale  is  not 
firesh  enough  to  bring  so  stbut  a  vessel  to  io  Aioxt 


canvas." 


"  They  see  us,  then,  and  awaSt  our  atHral.^* 


itle  ra^  of  (Huis  it  blended  wifii  tiie  spmjr,  Thejr 
take  it  tor  a  gull,  or  a  comb  of  the  sea,  for  the  mo- 
oaent  it  is  ifi  view." 

^^  And  do  you  thaiik  Heaven  for  this !"  exclaimed 
Gertrude,  regarding  the  anxious  Wilder  wiUi  a  won« 
der  that  her  more  cautious  governess  had  the  power 
to  restrain. 

"Did  I  thank  Heaven  for  not  being  seen!  I  may 
have  mistaken  the  object  of  mj  thanks :  It  is  an 
armed  ship  1" 

"  Perhaps  a  cruiser  of  the  King^s !  We  are  the 
more  likely  to  meet  with  a  welcome  reception  !  De- 
lay not  to  hoist  some  signal,  lest  they  increase  their 
sail,  and  leave  us." 

"  You  forget  that  the  enemy  is  often  found  upon 
our  coast.     This  might  prove  a  Frenchman  !" 

"  I  have  no  fears  of  a  generous  enemy.^*  Even  a 
pirate  would  give  shelter,  and  welcome,  to  females 
m  such  distress." 

A  long  and  profound  silence  succeeded.  Wilder 
still  stood  upon  the  thwart,  straining  his  eyes  to  read 
each  sign  that  a  seaman  understands ;  nor  did  he  ap- 
pear to  find  much  pleasure  in  the  task. 

*'  We  will  drift  ahead,"  he  said,  "  and,  as  the  ship 
is  lying  on  a  different  tack,  we  may  yet  gain  a  posi- 
tion that  will  leave  us  masters  of  our  future  move- 
ments." 

To  this  his  companions  knew  not  well  how  to 
make  any  objections.  Mrs  Wyllys  was  so  much 
struck  with  the  remarkable  air  of  coldness  with 
which  he  met  this  prospect  of  refuge  against  the  for- 
lorn condition  in  which  he  had  just  before  confessed 
they  were  placed,  that  she  was^much  more  disposed 
to  ponder  on  the  cause,  than  to  trouble  him  with 
questions  which  she  had  the  discernment  to  see 
would  be  useless.  Gertrude  wondered,  while  she 
was  disposed  to  think  he  might  be  right,  though  she 
knew  not  why.    Cassandra  alone  was  rebellious. 
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She  lifted  her  voice  in  loud  objectiofit  Bgakist  ^mo- 
ment's delay,  assuring  the  abstracted  and  perfectly  in- 
attentive young  seaman,  that,  should  any  evil  come  tor 
her  young  mistress  by  his  obstinacy,  (jFeneral  Grayson 
would  be  angered  ;  and  then  she  left  him  to  reflect 
on  the  results  of  a  displeasure  that  to  her  simple 
mind  teemed  with  all  the  danger  that  could  attend 
the  anger  of  a  monarch.  Provoked  by  his  contuma- 
cious disregard  of  her  remonstrances,  the  negress, 
forgetting  all  her  respect,  in  blindness  in  Jjehalf  of 
her  whom  she  not  only  loved,  but  had  been  taught 
to  reverence,  seized  the  boat-hook,  and,  unperceiv- 
ed  by  Wilder,  fastened  to  it,  with  dexterity,  one  of 
the  linen  cloths  that  had  been  brought  from  the 
wreck,  and  exposed  it,  far  above  the  diminished  sail, 
for  a  couple  of  minutes,  ere  her  device  had  caught 
the  eyes  gof  either  of  her  companions.  Then,  in- 
deed, she*lowered  the  signal,  in  haste,  before  the 
dark  and  frowning  look  of  Wilder.  But,  short  as 
was  the  triumph  of  the  negress,  it  was  crowned  with 
complete  success. 

The  restrained  silence,  which  is  so  apt  to  succeed 
a  sudden  burst  of  displeasure,  ^vas  still  reigning  in 
the  boat,  when  a  cloud  of  smoke  broke  out  of  the 
side  of  the  ship,  as  she  lay  on  the  summit  of  a 
wave ;  and  then  came  the  deadened  roar  of  artillery, 
struggling  heavily  up  against  the  wind. 

It  is  now  to«  late  to  hesitate,"  said  Mrs  Wyllys; 
we  are  seen,  let  the  stranger  be  friend  or  enemy.'* 

Wilder  did  not  answer,  but  continued  to  profit, 
by  each  opportunity,  to  watch  the  movements  of  the 
stranger.  In  another  moment,  the  spars  were  seen 
receding  from  the  breeze,  and,  in  a  couple  of  minutes 
more,  the  head  of  the  ship  was  changed  to  the  -di- 
rection in  which  they  lay.  Then  appeared  four  or 
five  broader  sheets  of  canvas  in  different  parts  of  the 
complicated  machinery,  while  the  vessel  bowed  to 
the  gale,  as  though  she  inclined  still  lower  before  its 


power.  At  monrients,  as  she  mounted  on  a  sea,  her 
Dows  seemed  issuing  from  the  element  altogether, 
and  high  jets  of  sprajr.  were  cast  into  the  air,  glitter- 
ing in  the  sun,  as  the  white  particles  scattered  in 
the  hreeze,or  fell  in  gems  upon  the  sails  and  rigging. 
"It  is  now  too  late,indeed  ;^^  murmured  our  adven- 
turer, bearing  up  the  helm  of  his  own  little  craft, 
and  letting  its  sheet  glid'e  through  his  hands,  until 
the  sail  was  ba^ng  with  the  breeze  nearly  to  burst- 
ing. The  boat,  which  had  so  long_  been  labouring 
through  the  water^  with  a  wish  to  cling  as  nigh  a^ 
possible  to  the  Continent,  flew  over  the  seas,  leaviLg 
a  long  traiJ  of  foam  behind  it ;  and,  before  either  of 
"the  females  had  regained  their  entire  self-possession, 
gfcc  was  floating  in  the  comparative  calm  that  was 
created  by  the  hull  of  a  large  vessel.  A  light  active 
form  stood  in  the  rigging  of  the  ship,  issuing  the  ne- 
cessary orders  to  a  hundred  seamen;  and,  in  the 
mid»t  of  the  confusion  and  alarm  that  such  a  scene 
was  likely  to  cause  in  the  bosom  of  woman,  Ger- 
trude and  Mrs  Wyllys,  with  their  two  companions, 
Were  transferred  in  safety  to  the  decks  of  the  stran- 
ger. The  moment  they  and  their  effects  were  se- 
cured, the  launch  was  cut  adrift,  like  useless  lumber. 
Twenty  mariners  were  then  seen  climbing  among  the 
ropes  ;  and  sail  after  sail  was  opened  still  \vider,  un- 
til, bearing  the  vast  folds  of  all  her  canvas  sptead,  the 
vessel' was  urged  ^long  the  trackless  course,  like  a 
frwift  cloud  drifting  through  the  thin  medium  of  the 
ap]>er  air. 
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CHAPTER  m. 

»*  Now  let  it  work  :  Mischief,  thou  art  afoot, 
Take  then  what  course  thou  wilt  ."♦ — Shakspeare. 

When  the  velocity  with  which  the  vessel  flew  be- 
fore the  wind  is   properly  considered,  the  reader 
will  not  be  surprised  to  learn,  that,  with  the  change: 
of  a  week  in  the  time  from  that  with  \yhich  the 
foregoing  incidents  close,  we  are  enabled  to  open 
the  scene  of  the  present  chapter  in  a  very  different 
quarter  of  the  same  sea.     It  is  unnecessary  to  follow 
the  "  Rover"  in  the  windings  of  that  devious  and 
apparently  often  uncertain  course,  during  which  his 
keel  furrowed  more  than  a  thousand  miles  of  ocean, 
and  during  which  more  than  one  criyser  of  the  King 
was  skilfully  eluded,  and  sundry  less  dangerous  ren- 
counters avoided,  as  iiiuch  from  inclination  .«s  any 
other  visible  cause.     It  is  quite  suflicicnt  for  our 
purpose  to  lift  the  curtain,  which  must  conceal  her 
movements  for  a  time,  to  expose  the  gallant  vessel  in 
a  milder  climate,  and,  when  the  season  of  the  year  is 
considered,  in  a  more  propitious  sea. 

Exactly  seven  days  after  Gertrude  and  her  gov- 
erness became  the  inmates  of  a  ship  whose  character 
it  is  no  longer  necessary  to  conceal  from  the  reader, 
the  sun  rose  upon  her  flapping  sails,  symmetrical 
spars,  and  dark"hull,  within  sight  of  a  few,  low, 
small  and  rocky  islands.  The  colour  of  the  element 
would  have  told  a  seaman,  had  no  mound  of  bliie 
land  been  seen  issuing  out  of  the  world  of  waters, 
that  the  bottom  of  the  sear  was  approaching  nigher 
than  common  to  its  surface,  and  that  it  was  necessa- 
ry to  guard  against  the  well-known  and  dreaded 
dangers  of  the  coast.  Wind  there  was  none ;  for 
the  vacillating  and  uncertain  air  which,  from  time  to 
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time,  distended  for  an  instant  the  lighter  canvas  of 
the  vessel,  deserved  to  be  merely  termed  the  breath- 
ings of  a  morning,  which  was  breaking  upon  the 
main,  soft,  jnild,  aiid  seemingly  so  bland  as  to  im- 
part to  the  ocean  the  placid  character  of  a  sleeping 
lake. 

Every  thing  having  life  in  the  ship  was  already  up 
^nd  stirring..  Fifty  stout  and  healthy-looking  seamen 
were  banging  in  different  parts  of  her  rigging,  some 
laughing,  and  holding  low  converse  with  messmates 
who  lay  indolently  on  the  neighbouring  spars,  and 
otliers  Jeisurely  performing  the  Hght  and  trivial  duty 
that  was  the  ostensible  employment  of  the  moment. 
More  than  as  many  others  loitered  carelessly  about 
the  decks  below,  somewhat  similarly  engaged ;  the 
whole  wea<'ing  much  the  appearance  of  men  who 
were  set  to  perform  certain  immaterial  tasks,  more 
\o  escape  the  imputation  of  idleness  than  from  any 
actual  necessity  that  the  same  should  be  executed. 
The  quarter-deck,  the  hallowed  spot  of  every  vessel 
that  may  pretend  to  either  discipline  or  its  semblance, 
V^as  differently  occupied,  though  by  9  set  of  beings 
who  could  lay  no  greater  claim  to  activity  or  iflterest. 
In  short,  the  vessel  partook  of  the  character  of  the 
ocean  and  of  the  weather,  both  of  which  seemed 
reserving  their  powers  to  some  more  suitable  occa- 
sion for  their  display. 

Three  or  four  young  (and,  considering  the  nature 
of  their  service,  far  from  unpleasant-looking)  men 
appeared  in  a  sort  of  undress  nautical  uniform,  in 
which'  the  fashion  of  no  people  in  particular  was 
very  studiously  consulted.  Notwithstanding  the  ap- 
parent calm  that  reigned  on  all  around  them,  each 
of  these  individuals  bore  a  short  straight  dirk  at  his 
girdle ;  and,  as  one  of  them  bent  over  the  side  of 
the  vessel,  the  handle  of  a  little  pistol  was  discover- 
ed throufijh  an  opening  in  the  folds  of  his  professional 
kRc^s..  Th^f,§.  we^^i^Yvreyer^lto^etteil  irpme^iat^ 
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signs  of -distradt,  whence  an  observer  mig^t  infer 
that  this  armed  precaution  was  more  than  tiie  usual 
custom  of  theTessel. .  A  couple  of  grim  and  callous 
looking  sentinels,  who  were  attired  and  accoutred 
like  soldiers  of  the  land,  and  who,  contrarj  to  marine 
us^ge,  were  posted  on  the  line  which  separated  the 
resorting  place  of  the  officers  from  the  (orward  part 
of  the  deck,  bespoke  additional  caution.  But,  still, 
all  these  arrangements  were  regarded  by  the  seamen 
with  incurious  eyes^^a  certain  proof  that  use  had 
long  rendered  them  famihar. 

The  individual  who  has  been  introduced  to  the 
reader  under  the  high-sounding  title  of  **  General," 
stood  upright  and  rigid  as  one  of  the  masts  of  the 
ship,  studying,  with  a  critical  eye,  the  equipments  of 
iiis  two  mercenaries,  and  apparently  as  regardless  of 
what  was  passing  around  him  as  though  he  literally 
considered  himself  a  fixture  in  the  ressel.  One  form, 
however,  was  to  be  distinguished  from  all  around  it, 
by  the  dignity  of  its  mien  and  the  air  of  authority 
that  breathed  even  in  the  repose  of  its  attitude.  It 
was  the  Rover,  who  stood  alone,  none  presuming  to 
approach  the  spot  where  he  had  chosen  to  plant  hiB 
light  but  graceful  and  imposing  person.  There  was 
ever  an  expression  of  stem  investigation  in  his  quick 
wandering  eye,  as  it  roved  from  object  to  object  in 
the  equipment  of  the  vessel ;  and  at  moments,  as  hi» 
look  appeared  listened  on  some  one  of  the  light 
fleecy  clouds  that  floated  in  the  blue  vacuum  above 
him,  there  gathered  about  his  brow  a  gloom  like  that 
which  is  thought  to  be  the  shadowing  of  intense 
thought.  Indeed,  so  dark  and-  threatening  did  this 
lowering  of  the  eye  become,  at  times,  that  the  fair 
hair  which  broke  out  in  ringlets  from  beneath  a  black 
velvet  sea-cap,  from  whose  top  depended  a  tassel  of 
gold,  couid  no-longer  impart  to  his  countenance  the 
gentleness  which  it  sometimes  was  seen  to  express. 

M  though  he  dkdained  conc^lment,  aod  wished  to 
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Ctniaoiitice  the  nature  of  ttie  power  he  Wieldefl,  he 
wore  his  pistols  openly  in  a  leathern  heh,  that  wafc 
made  to  cross  a  frock  of  blue,  delicately  edged  with 
gold,  and  through  which  he  had  thrust,  with  the  same 
disregard  of  concealment,  a  light  and  curved  Turk- 
ish yattagan,  with  a  straight  stiletto,  which,  by  the 
chasings  of  its  handle,  had  probably  originally  come 
from  the  manufactory  of  some  Italian  artisan. 

On  the  deck  of  the  poop,  overlooking  the  rest, 
and  retired  from  the  crowd  beneath  them,  stood  Mrs 
Wyilys  and  her  eharge,  neither  of  whom  announced 
in  the  slightest  degree,  by  eye  or  air,  that  anxiety 
which  might  readily  be  supposed  natural  to  females 
who  found  themselves  in  a  condition  so  critical  as  in 
the  comp&ny  of  lawless  freebooters.  On  the  conr 
trary,  while  the  former  pointed  out  to  the  latter  the 
hillock  of  pale  blue  which  rose  from  the  water,  like 
a  dark  and  strongly  defined  cloud  in  the  distance, 
hope  was  strongly  blended  with  the  ordinarily  placid 
-expression  of  her  features.  She  also  called  to  Wil- 
der, in  a  cfheerful  voice;  and  the  youth,  who  had 
long  been  standing,  with  a  sort  of  jealous  watchful- 
ness, at  the  foot  of  the  ladder  which  led  from  the 
quarter-deck,  was  at  her  side  in  an  instant. 

"  1  am  telling  Gertrude,"  said  the  governess,  with 
those  tones  of  confidence  which  had  been  created 
by  the  dangers  they  had  incurred  together,,  "  that 
yonder  is  her  home,  and  that,  when  the  breeze  shal 
be  felt,  we  may  speedily  hope  to  reach  it ;  but  the 
wilfully  timid  girl  insists  that  she  cannot  believe  her 
senses,  afler  the  frightful  risks  we  have  run,  until,  at 
least,  she  shall  see  the  dwelling  of  her  childhood, 
and  the  face  of  her  father.  You  have  often  been  on 
this  coast  before,  Mr  Wilder  ?" 

"  Often,  Madam." 

*'  Then,  you  can  tell  us  what  is  the  dktant  land  wc 
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jof  fiuypii^e ;  "  IS  tber^  then  land  in  view  ?" 

^^  Is  there  land  in  view  I  Have  not  hours  gone  by 
since  the  same  was  proclaimed  from  the  masts  ?^^ 

^^  It  may  be  so :  We  seameD  are  dull  after  a  night 
of  watching^  and  often  hear  but  little  of  that  which 
passes." 

Th^re  was  a  quick,  suspic^us  glance  from  the 
eye  of  the  governess,  as  if  she  apprehended,  she 
knew  not  what,  ere^she  continued, —  , 

^^Has  Uie  sight  of  tlie  cheerful,  ble$sed  soil  of 
America  so  soon  lost  its  charm  in  your  eye^  that  you 
approach  it  with  an  air  so  heedless  ?  The  infatua- 
tion of  men  of  your  profession,  in  favour  of  so^dan- 
gerous  and  so  treacherous  an  element,  is  an  eni^a 
1  never  couJd  explain."  ^ 

"  Do  seamen,  then,  love,  their  calling  with  so  de- 
voted an  affection  ?"  demanded  Gertrude,  in  a  ha^te 
that  slie  might  hav^  found  embarrassic^  to  explain. 

"  It  is  a  folly  of  which  we  are  often  accused,"  re- 
joined Wilder,  turning  his  eye  on  the  speaker,  and 
smiling  in  a  manner  that  had  lost  every  shade  of  re- 
serve. 

"  And  justly !" 

»^I  fear,  justly." 

"  Ay !"  exclaimed  Mrs  WyUys,  with  an  emphasis 
that  was  remarkable  for  the  tone  of  soft  and  yet  bitter 
regret  with  which  it  was  uttered;  "often  better 
than  their  quiet  and  peaceful  homes  !" 

Gertrude  pursued  the  idea  no  further;  but  her 
fine  full  eye  fell  upon  the  deck^  as  though  she  reflect 
ed  deeply  on  a  perversity  of  taste  which  could  ren 
der  man  so  insensible  to  domestic  pleasures,  and  in; 
dine  him  to  court  the  wild  dangers  of  the  ocean. 

"  I,  at  least,  am  free  from  the  latter  charge,"  ex 
claimed  WiJdier :  '*  Tfi>,  me  a  ship  has  always  been  a 
home." 


,  ^  Aod  moch  of  my  life^.  too,  has  teen  . 
one,^^  continued  the  governess,  who  evide. 
pursuing,  in  the  recesses  of  her-  own  mind^ 
images  of  a  time  long  past.     "  Happy  and  miseiv 
alike,  have  been  the  hours  that  I  have  passed  uj> 
the  sea !     Nor  is  this  the  first  King's  ship  in  whichit 
has  been  my  fortun^o  be  thrown.     And  yet  the 
customs  seem  changed  since  those  days  I  mention ; 
or  else  memory  is  beginning  to  lose  some  of  the 
impressions  of  an  age  when  memory  is  apt  to  be 
most  tenacious.     Is  it  usual,  Mr  Wilder,  to  admit  an 
utter  stranger,  like  yourself,  to^^xercise  authority  in 
a  vessel  of  war  ?" 

"  Certainly  not." 

'*  And  yet  have  you  been  acting,  as  far  as  my  weak 
judgment  teaches,  as  second  here,  since  the  moment 
.we  entered  this  vessel,  wrecked*  and  helpless  fugi- 
tives from  the  waves." 

Our  adv-enturer  a^A  averted  his  eye,  and  evident- 
ly searched  for  words,  ere  he  replied, — - 

"  A  commission  is  always  respected :  Mine  pro- 
cured for  me  the  consideration  you  have  witnessed." 

"  You  are  then  an  oflicer  of  the  Grown  ?" 

"  Would  any  other  authority  be  respected  in  a 
.vessel  of  the  Crown  ?  Death  had  left  a  vacancy  in 
the  second  statipn  of  this— -craiser.  Fortunately  for 
tiie  wants  of  the^  service,  perhaps  for  myself,  I  was 
at  hand  to  fill  it." 

"  But,  tell  me  farther,"  continued  the  governess, 
who  appeared  disposed  to  profit  by  the  occasion  to 
solve  more  doubts  than  one,  **  is  it  usual  for  the  oflS,* 
cers  of  a  vessel  of  war  to  appear  armed  among  their 
crew,  in.  the  manner  I  see  here  ?" 

"  It  is  the  pleasure  of  our  Commander." 

"  That  Commander  is  evidently  a  skiFful  seaman, 
but  one  whose  caprices  and  tastes  are  as  extraordi- 
nary as  I  find  bis  mien.  I  have  surely  seen  him  be^ 
fore;  and,  it  would  seem^  but  lately.'^  ^ 


46^^  THE   RED  :&OV£m 


Mrs  Wyllys  tihen  became  silent  for  several  iniuutei. 
During  the  whole  time,  her  eye  neiner  averted  its 
gaze  from  the  form  of  the  calm  and  motionless  beingi 
who  still  maintained  his  attitude  of  repose,  aloof 
-  from  all  that  throng  whom  he  had  the  address  to 
make  so  entirely  dependant  on  his  authority.  It 
seemed,  for  these  few  minute^that  the  organs  of  the 
governess  drunk  in  the  smallest  peculiarity  of  his 
person,  and  as  if  they  would  never  tire  of  their  gazei 
Then,  drawing  a  heavy  and  relieving  breath,  she  once 
more  remembered  that  she  was  not  alone,  and  that 
others  were  silently,  but  observantly,  awaiting  the 
operation  of  her  secret  thoughts.  Without  mani* 
fasting  any  embarrassment,  however,  at' an  absence 
of  mind  that  was  far  too  common  to  surprise  her  pu- 
pil, the  governess  resumed  the  discourse  where  shf 
had  herself  dropped  it,  bending  her  look  again  on 
Wilder. 

"  Is  Captain  Heidegger,  then,  long  of  your  ac- 
quaintance?" she  demanded.  : 

"  We  have  met  before." 

"  It  should  be  a  name  of  German  origin,  by  tbc 
sound.  Certain  I  am  that  it  is^new  to  me.  The  time 
has  been  when  few  officers,  of  his  rank^  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  King,  were  unknowp  to  me,  at  least  in 
name.     Is  his  family  of  long  standing  in  England  IV 

"  That  is  a  question  he  may  better  answer  hko- 
self,"  said  Wilder,  glad  to  perceive  that  the  subject 
of  their  discourse  was  approaching  them,  with  the 
air  of  one  who  felt  that  none  in  that  viessel  might 
presume  to  dispute  his  right  to  mingle  in  any  dis- 
course that  should  please  his  fancy.  "  For  the  mo* 
merit,  Madam,  my  duty  calls  me.  elsewhere." 

Wilder  evidently  withdrew  with  reluctance ;  and, 
had  suspicion  been  active  in  the  breasts  of  either  of 
his  companions,  they  would  not  have  failed  to. note 
the  glance  of  distrust  with  which  he  watched  the 
manner  that  his  Commaader  assumed  in. paying  the 
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talatations  of  the  morning.  There  was  nothing, 
however,  in  the  air  of  the  Rover  that  should  have 
given  ground  to  such  jealous  vigila'nce.  On  the  con- 
trary, his  manner,  for  the  moment,  was  cold  and  ab- 
stracted, and  h^  appeared  to  mingle  in  their  discourse^ 
much  more  from  a  sense  of  the  obligations  of  hospi-^ 
talitj,  than  from  any  satis&ction  that  he  might  have 
been  thoiight  to  derive  from  the  intercourse.  Still, 
bis  deportment  was  kind,  and  his  voice  bland  as  the 
airs  that  were  wafted  £rom  Hie  healthful  islands  in 
view. 

"  There  is  a  sight'' — ^he  said,  pointing  towards  the 
low  blue  ridges  of  the  land — "  that  forms  the  lands- 
man's delight,  and  the  seaman's  terror." 

"  Are,  then,  seamen  thus  averse  to  the  view  of  re- 
gions where  so  many  millions  of  their  fellow  crea-  ' 
tures  find  pleasure  in  dwelling?"  demanded  Ger- 
trude, (to*  whom  he  more  particularly  addressed  his 
words),  with  a  frankness  that  would,  in  itself,  have 
sufficiently  proved  no  ghmmerings  of  his  real  charac- 
ter had  ever  dawned  on  her  own  spotless  and  un- 
suspicious mind.' 

"  Miss  Grayson  included,"  he  returned,  with  a 
slight  bow,  and  a  smile,  in  which,  perhaps,  irony  was 
concealed  by  playfulness.  "  After  the  risk  you  have 
so  lately^  run,  .even  I,  confirmed  and  obstinate  sea- 
monster  as  I  am,  have  no  reason  to  complain  of  your 
distaste  for  our  element.  And  yet,  you  see,  it  is  not 
entirely  without  its  charms.  No  lake,  that  lies  with- 
in the  limits  of  yon  Continent,  can  be  more  calm 
and  sweet  than  is  this  bit  of  oceam  Were  we  a  few' 
degrees  more  southward,  I  would  show  you  land- 
scapes of  rock  and  mountain — of  bays,  and  hill- 
sides sprinkled  with  verdure— of  tumbling  whales, 
and  lazy  fishermen,  and  distant  cottages^  and  lagging 
sails — such  as  would  make  a  figure  even  in  pages 
that  the  bright  eye  of  lady  might*love  to  read*" 

^'  And  yet  £ur  mo&tpf  tto  would  y^a  beJadobted 
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to  the  land.  In  return  for  your  picture,  I  ^ouMtake 
you  north,  and  show  you  black  and  threatening 
clouds — a  green  and  angry  sea — shipwrecks-  anS 
shoals — cottages,  hill-sides,  and  mountains,  in  the 
imagination  only  of  the  drowning  man — and  sails 
bleached  by  waters  that  contain  the  voracious  shark, 
or  the  disgusting  polypus." 

Gertrude  had  answered  in  his^own  vein;  but  it 
was  too  evident,  by  her  pale  cheek,  and  a  slight  tre- 
mour  about  her  full,  rich  lip,  that  memory  was  also 
busy  with  its  frightful  images.  The  quick-searching 
eye  of  the  Rover  was  not  slow  ts>  detect  the  change. 
As  though  he  would  banish  every  recollection  that 
might  give  her  pain,  he  artfully,  but  delicately,  gave 
a  new  direction  to  the  discourse. 

"  There  are  people  who  think  the  sea  has  no 
amusements,"  he  said.  "  To  a  pining,  home-sick, 
sea-sick  miserable,  this  may  well  be  true ;  but  the 
man  who  has  spirit  enough  to  keep  down  the  qualms 
of  the  animal  may  tell  a  dijQferent  tale.  We  have  our 
balls  regularly,  for  instance ;  and  there  are  artists  on 
board  this  ship,  who,  though  they  cannot,  perhaps, 
make  as  accurate  a  right  angle  with  their  legs  as  the 
first  dancer  of  a  leaping  ballet,  can  go  through  their 
figures  in  a  gale  of  wind  ;  which  is  more  than  can 
be  said  of  the  highest  jumper  of  them  all  on  shore." 

"  A  ball,  without  females,  would,  at  least,  be 
thought  an  unsocial  amusement,  with  us  unin^truct- 
ed  people  of  terra  firma." 

"  Hum  !  It  might  be  better  for  a  lady,  or  two. 
Then,  have  we  our  theatre  :  Farce,  comedy,  and 
the  buskin,  take  their  turns  to  help  along  the  tiihe. 
Yon  fellow,  that  you  see  lying  on  the  fore-topsail- 
yard,  like  an  indolent  serpent  basking  on  the  branch 
of  a  tree,  will  '  roar  you  as  gently  as  any  sucking 
dove !'  And  here  is  a  votary  of  Momus,'\vho  would 
raise  a  sniile  on  the  lips  of  a  sea-sick  friar  :  IbcKe'ii'e 
Jxan«ay-aomoFe  iH  hie'-6oittmeH3atioii.*'.  — -* 
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"All  this  is  well  in  the  description,"  returned  Mrs 
Wyllys ;  "  but  something  is  due  to  the  merit  of  the 
— poet,  or,*painter  shall  I  term  you  ?" 

"  Neither,  but  a  grave  and  veritable  chronologer. 
However,  since  you  doubt,  and  since  you  are  so 
new  to  the  ocean" —  ' 

"  Pardon  me !"  the  lady  gravely  interrupted.  "  1 
am,  on  the  contrary,  one  who  has  seen  much  of  it." 

The  Rover,  who  had  rather  suffered  his  unsettled 
glances  to  wander  over  the  youthful  countenance  of 
Gertrude  than  towards  her  companion,  now  bent  his 
eyes  on  the  last  speaker,  whcfre  he  kept  them  fasten- 
ed so  long  as  to  create  some  little  embarrassment  in 
the  subject  of  his  gaze. 

"  You  seem 'surprised  that  the  time  of  a  female 
should  have  been  thus  employed,"  she  observed, 
with  a  view  to  arouse  his  attention  to  the  inTpropriety 
of  his  observation. 

"  We  were  speaking  of  the  sea,  if  I  remember," 
he  continued,  like  a  man  that  was  suddenly  avvaken- 
ed  from  a  deep  reverie.  "  Ay,  I  know  it  was  of  the 
sea ;  for  I  had  grown  boastful  in  my  panegyrics :  1 
had  told  you  that  this  ship  was  faster  than" — 

"  Nothing !"  exclaimed  Gertrude,  laughing  at  his 
blunder.  "  You  were  playing  Master  of  Ceremonies 
at  a  nautical  ball !" 

"  Will  you  figure  in  a  minuet?  Shall  I  honour  my 
boards  with  the  graces  of  your  person  ?" 

"  Me,  sir  ?  and  with  whom  ?  the  gentleman  who 
knows  so  well  the  manner  of  keeping  his  feet  in  a 
gale?" 

"  You  were  about  to  relieve  any  doubts  we  might 
have  concerning  the  amusements  of  seamen,"  said 
the  governess,  reproving  the  too  playful  spirit  of  her 
pupil,  by  a  glance  of  her  own  grave  eye. 

"  Ay,  it  was  the  humour  of  the  moment,  nor  will 
I  balk  it." 

He  then  turned  towards  Wilder,  who  had  posted 
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hiin«elf  wtthin  ear^shot  of  whst  was  patebfv^ 
continued, — 

"  These  ladies  doubt  our  gaiety,  Mr  Wilder*  Let 
the  boatswain  give  the  magical  wind  of  his  call, and 
pass  tKo  word  '  To  mischiefs  amon^  the  people." 

Our  adventurer  bowed  his  acquiescence,  and  isso-  . 
ed  the  necessary  order.     In  a  few  moments,  the  pre- 
cise individual  who  has  already  made  acquaintance 
with  the  reader,  in  the  bar-room  of  tlie  "  Foul  An- 
chor," appeared  in  the  centre  of  the  vessel,  near  die 
main  hatchway,  decorated,  as  before,  with  his  silver 
chain  aad  whistle,  and  accompanied  by  two  mates, 
who  were  humbler  scholars  of  the  same  gniif  school. 
Then  rose  a  long,  shrill  whistle  from  the  itistrumeiit 
of  Nightingale,  wlio,  when  the  souiid  had  died  away 
on  the  ear,  uttered,  in  his  deepest  and  least  sonorous 
tones, — 

"  All  hands  to  mischief,  ahoy !" 

We  have  before  had  occasion  to  likai  these  sounds 
to  the  muttering  of  a  bull,  nor  shall  we  ai  present  see 
fit  to  disturb  the  comparison,  since  no  other  simili- 
tude, so  apt,  presents  itself.  The  example  of  the 
boatswain  was  followed  by  each  of  his  mates  in 
turn,  and  then  the  summons  was  deemed  sufficient 
However  unintelligible  and  grum  the  call  might 
sound  in  the  musical  ears  of  Gertrude,  they  produc- 
ed no  unpleasant  effects  on  the  oi^ns  of  a  majority 
of  those  who  heard  them.  When  the  first  swelling 
and  protracted  note  of  the  call  mounted  on  the  still 
air,  each  idle  and  extended  young  seaman,  as  he  lay 
stretched  upon  a  spar,  or  hung  dangling  from  a  rat- 
ling, lifted  his  head,  to  catch  the  words  that  were  to 
follow,  as  an  obedieirt  spaniel  pricks  his  ears  to  catch 
the  tones  of  his  master.  But  no  sooner  haid  the  em-^ 
phatic  word,  which  preceded  the  long-drawn  and 
c^ston^ry  exclamation  with  which  Nightingale  clos- 
ed his  summons,  been  pronounced,  Ihan  the  low 
.  rntun»ur  of  voices,  which  bad  so  long  been  main- 
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tamed  ao^Nig  the  men,  broke  out  id  a  simulti^ebus 
and  common  shout.  In  an  instant,  every  symptom 
of  lethaiigy  dkappeared  in  a  general  and  extraordi- 
nary activity^  The  young  and  nimble  topmen  bound-^ 
ed)  hke  leajpiiig;  animals^  into  the  ri^ng  of  their  re- 
spec  tire  n^sts^  and  were  seen  ascending  the  shaking^ 
ladders  of  ropes  as.sdi  miny  squirrels  would  l:msten 
to  their  holes  at  the  signal  of  alarm.  The  graver  and 
heavier  seamien  of  the  forecastle,  the  still  more  im- 
portant quarter-guniiers  and  quarter-masters,  the  less 
instructed  and  half-startled  waisters,  and  the  raw  and 
actually  alarmed  after-guard ,^  all  hurried,  by  a  sort 
of  instinct,  to  their  several  points;  the  more  prac- 
tised t0  plot  mischief  against  their  shipmates,  and  the 
iess  intelligent  to  concert  their  means  of  defence. 

In  an  inatant,  the  tops  and  yards  were  ringing  with 
laughter  and  lordly-uttered  jokes,  as  each  exulting 
mariner  aloft  proclaimed  his  device  to  his  fellows,  or 
urged  his  o^n  ini^entidns,  at  the  expense  of  some  less 
ingenious  mode  of  annoyance.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  distrustful  and  often  repeated  glances  that  were 
thrown  upward,  from  the^men  who  had.  clustered  on 
the  quarter-deck  and  around  the  foot  of  the  main- 
mast^ sufficiently  proclaimed  the  diffidence  with 
which  the  novices  on  deck  were  about  to  enter  into 
the  contest  of  practical  wit  that  was  about  to  com- 
mence. The  steady  and  more  earnest  seamen  for- 
ward, however,  maintained  their  places,  with  a  spe- 
cies of  stern  resolution  which  manifestly  proved  thef 
reliance  they  had  on  their  physical  force,  and  their 
long  familiarity  with  all  the  humours,  no  less  than 
with  the  dangers^,  of  the  ocean. 

There  was  another  little  cluster  of  men,  who  as- 
sembled, in  the  midst  of  the  general  clamour  ami' 
confusion,  with  a  haste  and  steadiness  that  announc- 
ed, at  the  same  time,  both  a  consciousness  of  the  en- 
tire necessity  of  unity  on  the  present  occasion,  and 
the  habit  of  acting  in  concert.     These  were  the 
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drilled  and  mtlitaiy  dependants  of  tbe  Geaera^  be«- 
tween  whom,  and  the  less  artificial  seamen,  Ibefe  et- 
isted  not  only  an  antipathy  that  might  almost  be 
called  instinctive,  but  which,  for  obvious  reasons^ 
had  been  so  strongly  encouraged  in  the  vessel  of 
which  we  write,  as  often  to  manifest  itself  in  turbu- 
lent and  nearly  mutinous  broils.  About  twenty  in 
ntimber,  they  collected  quickly ;  and,  although  obliged 
to  dispense  with  their  fire-arms  in  such  an  amuse* 
ment,  there  was  a  sternness,  in  the  visage  of  each  of 
the  whiskered  worthies,  that  showed  how  readily  he 
could  appeal  to  the  bayonet  that  was  suspended  uom 
his  shoulder,  should  need  demand  it.  Their  Com^ 
mander  himself  withdrew,  with  the  rest  of  the  offi- 
cers, to  the  poop,  in  order  that  no  incumbrance 
might  be  given,  by  their  presence,  to  the  freedom  of 
the  sports  to  which  they  had  resigned  the  rest  of  the 
vessel. 

A  copple  of  minutes  might  have  been  lost  in  pro- 
ducing »the  different  changes  we  have  j^ist  related. 
But,  so  soon  as  the  topmen  were  sure  that  no  unfor^. 
tunate  laggard  of  their  party  was  within  reach  of 
the  resentment'  of  the  different  groupes  beneath, 
they  commenced  complying  litei^lly  with- the  sum- 
mons of  ther  boatswain,  by  plotting  mischief. 

Sundry  buckets,  most  of  which  h^d  been  provided 
for  the  extinction  of  fire,  were  quickly  seen  pendant 
from  as  many  whips  on  tbe  outer  extremity  of  the 
dilTerent  yards  descending  towards  thefea.  In  spite 
of  the  awkward  opposition  of  the  men  below,  ih^e 
leathern  vessels  were  speedily  filled,  and  in  the 
hands  of  those  who  had  sent  them  down.  Many 
was  the  gaping  waister,  and  rigid  marine,  who  now 
made  a  more  familiar  acquaintance  with  the  element 
on  which  he  floated  than  suited  either  his  conve- 
nience or  his  humour.  So  long  as  the  jokes  were 
confined  to  these. semi-initiated  individuals,  the  top- 
men  enjoyed  their  fun  with  impunity;  but,  the  in 
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at^oit  the  digtiity  of  a  quarter^nner^s  person  was 
mvaded^  ihc  whole  gang  of  petty  officers  and  fore- 
castlennen  lose  in  a  body  to  meet  the  insult,  with  a 
readiness  and  dexterity  that  manifested  how  much 
at  home  the  elder  marine/s  were  with  all  that  be- 
longed to  their  art.  A  little  engine  was  transferred 
io  the  head,  and  was  then  brought  to  bear  on  the 
nearest  top,  like  a  well-planted  battery  clearing  the 
way  for  the  opening  battle.  The  laughing  and  chat- 
tering topmen  were  soon  dispersed :  some  ascending 
beyond  the  power  of  the  engine,  and  others  retreat- 
ing into  the  neighbouiing  top,  along  ropes,  and  across 
giddy  heights,  that  woald  have  seemed  impractica- 
ble to  any  animal  less  agile  than  a  squirrel. 

The  marines  were  now  summoned,  by  the  suc- 
cessful and  malicious  mariners,  forward,  to  improve 
tiieir  advantage.  Thoroughly  drenched  already,  and 
eager  to  resent  their  wrongs,  a  half-dozen  of  the  sol- 
diers, led  on  'by  a  corporal,  the  coating  of  whose 
powdered  pott  had  been  converted  into  a  sort  of 
paste  by  too  great  an  intimacy  with  a  bucket  of  wa- 
ter, essayed  to  mount  the  ri^ng;  an  exploit  to  them 
much  more  arduous  than  to  enter  a  breach.  The 
waggish  quarter-gunners  and  quarter-masters,  satisfi- 
ed with  their  own  success,  stimulated  them  to  the 
enterprise;  and  Nightingale  and  his  mates,  while  they 
rolled  their  tongues  into  their  cheeks,  gave  forth,  with 
their  whistles,  the  cheering  sound  of  "  heave  away !" 
The  sight  of  these  adventurers,  slowly  and  cautious- 
ly mounting  the  rigging,  acted  very  much,  on  the 
scattered  topmen,  in  the  manner  that  the  appear- 
ance of  so  inany  flies,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
a  web,  is  known  to  act  on  their  concealed  and  ra- 
pacious enemies.  The  sailors  aloft  saw,  hy  expres- 
sive glances  from  them  below,  that  a  soldier  was 
considered  legal  game.  No  sooner,  therefore,  had 
the  latter  fairly  entered  into  the  toils,  than  twenty 
topmen  rushed  out  upon  them,  in  order  to  make  sure 
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of  theU*  priz^.  In  ap  ioGr^dibly  ^bort  tiiiie,iikift 
important  /e&ult  was  achieved.  Two  ot  (kteeti^, 
the  aspiring  adyentur^cs  were  lash^  where  they  bad 
l>een  found,  utterly  ui>fihle  to  make  any  n^istance  in 
a  spot  wh^re  ini^inct  itself  sc^^med  tQ  urge  them  to 
devote  both  haiids  to  ^e  nec{^sary  duty  of  hdidii^ 
fast ;  while  th^  ^^t  were  transferred,  by  the  meai^ 
of  whips,  tp  different  ^par?,  very  mUch  as  a  light 
sail  or  a  yard  would  have  been  swayed  into  its  plaee^ 

In  the  midst  of  the  cla^iprous  rejoicings  that  ath 
tended  this  success,  one  individual  nfiade  himself  coor 
Gfpicuous  for  the  gravity  and  businesslike  air  witb 
which  he  performed  hi?  p^i:t  of  the  comedy.  Seated^ 
on  the  outer  end  of  a  lower  ys^rd,  with  as  muck 
steadiness  as  though  he  had  been  placed  on  an  otto- 
man, he  was  intently  occupied  ^^  ei^aminiiig  into  the 
condition  of  a  captive,  who  h^d  l^en  riin  i^  at  his 
feet,  with  an  order  fro|3i  the  wa§^sh  qapt^in  of  ihe 
top,  ^^to  turn  him  in  for  a  ieweJrhlock  ;^'  a  uame 
that  ^pears  to  have  beep  ftaken  frpm  the  precious 
stones  that  are  so  ofl;en  ^eeix  pendant  from  the  jean^ 
of  the  other  sex. 

"Ay,  ay,"  muttered  this  deliberate  and  .grave* 
looking  tar,  who  was  no  other  than  Richard  ^id^ 
"  the  stropping  you've  sent  with  the  fellow  is  none 
of  the  best  -,  and,  if  he  squeaks  so  now,  what  will  he 
do  when  you  come  to  reeve  a  rope  through  Mm  f 
By  the  Lord,  .ipnasters,  ypu  should  have  fun^sbed  thife 
lad  a  better  outfit,  if  you  ipfieant  to  send  him  inta 
good  company  aloft.     Here  are  i^ore  hoAes  in  hm 
jacket  than  there  are  cabin  window?  to  ^  Qtnue»9' 
junk.    Hilloa ! — on  deck  there !— -you  ;G;uinea,  j»€k 
me  up  a  tailor,  and  send  hin^  f^loft,  to  keep  the  tvjnd. 
Out  of  tjhis  waister's  tarp?inling»" 

The  athletic  African,  who  l^d  been  posted  09  &e 
forecastle  for  his  vast  strength,  cast  an  eye  upwaid, » 
and,  with  both  arms  thrust  into  his  bosom,  he  rolled 
along  the  deck,  with  ju§t  a.s  serioijis  amjieoas  though: 
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ke  Ittid  ho&ck  sent  on  a  dutj  of  the  greatest  import 
^e  uproar  oter  his  head  had  drawn  a  most  help* 
ksss-looking  mortal  from  a  retired  comer  of  the 
feirth-deck,  to  the  ladder  of  the  forward  hatch, 
where,  with  a  body  half  above  the  combings,  a  skein 
of  strong  coarse  thread  around  his  neck,  a  piece  of 
bees-wax  in  one  hand^  and  a  needle  in  the  other,  he 
stood  -staring  about  him,  with  just  that  sort  of  bewil- 
dered air  that  a  Chinese  mandarin  would  manifest, 
were  he  to  be  suddenly  initiated  in  the  mysteries  of 
tile  ballet.  On  this  object  the  eye  of  Scipio  fell. 
Stretching  out  an  arm,  he  cast  him  upon  his  shoulder; 
and,  before  the  startled  subject  of  his  attack  knew 
into  whose  hands  he  had  fallen,  a  hook  was  passed 
beneath  the  waistband  of  his  trowsers,  and  he  was 
fealf  iJ^ay  between  the  water  and  the  spar,  on  his  way 
to  join  the  considerate  Fid. 

"  Have  4  care  lest  you  let  the  man  fall  into  the 
»ea  i"  cried  Wilder  sternly,  from  his  stand  on  the 
distant  poop. 

*'  He'm  tailor,  masser  Harry,'"  returned  the  black, 
without  altering  a  muscle ;  ^^  if  ^a  clothes  no  ^trong, 
ke  nobody  blame  but  heselC' 

During  this  brief  parlance,  the  good-man  Home- 
spun had  safely  arrived  at  the  termination  of  his  lofty 
flight.  Here  he  was  suitably  received  by  Fid,  who 
raised  him  to  his  side ;  and,  having  placed  him  com- 
ibrtaWy  between  the  yard  and  the  boom,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  secure  him  by  a  lashing  that  would  give 
the  tailor  the  proper  disposition  of  his  hands. 

"  Bouse  a  bit  on  tiiis  waister  !^  called  Richard, 
when  he  had  property  secured  the  good-man  ;  "  so ; 
belay  all  that." 

He  then  put  one  foot  on  the  neck  of  his  prisoner, 
and,  seizing  his  lower  member  as  it  swung  upper- 
most, he  coolly  placed  it  in  the  lap  of  the  awe-struck 
tailor. 

"Thfjre,  friend,"  he  said,  **  handle  your  needle 
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and  palm  now,  as  if  you  were  at  jcHh-vnodii  '  Sboi 
knowing  handicraft  always  begkui  wHb  te  4»Q&& 
lion,  wherein  he  makes  sure  that  his  upper  gear  wiH 
9tand."  -  .       .> 

"  The  Lord  protect  me,  and  all  other  sinful  mor- 
tals, from  an  untimely  end  P^  exclaimed  Homespun, 
gazing  at  the  vacant  view  from  his  ^ddy  elevation^ 
with  a  sensation  a  litiie  resembling  tiliat  witfi  which 
the  aeronaut,  in  his  first  experiment,  regards  die  pros* 
pect  beneath. 

^Settle  away  this  waister,"  again  caHed^d;  **hft 
interrupts  rational  conversation  by  his  noise ;  and, 
as  his  gear  is  condemned  by  this  here  tailor,  why, 
you  may  turn  him  over  to  the  purser  for  a  new  out* 
fit".  .  . 

The  real  motive,  however,  for  getting  rid  of  hts 
pendant  comipanion  was  a  twinkling  of  humanity, 
that  still  glimmered  through  the  rough  humour  of  the 
tar,  who  well  knew  tiiat  his  prisoner  must  hang, 
where  he  did,  at  some  little  expense  of  bodily  ease. 
As  soon  as  his  request  was  complied  with,  be  turned 
to  the  good-man,  to  renew  the  discourse,  with  just 
as  much  composure  as  though  they  were  both  seated 
on  the  deck,  or  as  if  a  dozen  practical  jokes,  of  the 
same  character,  were  not  in  the  process  of  enactment, 
in  as  many  difiereut  parts  of  the  vessel. 

"  What  makes  you  open  your  eyes,  brother,  in  this 
port-hole  fashion  ?"  commenced  the  topman.  **  Thi* 
is  all  water  that  you  see  about  you,  except  that  hom- 
moc  of  blue  in  the  eastern  board,  which  is  a  morsel 
of  upland  in  the  Bahamas,  d'ye  see." 

"  A^sinful  and  presuming  world  is  this  we  live^  in!** 
returned  the  good-man;  "nor  can  anyone  tell  at 
what  moment  his  life  is  to  be  taken  from  him.  Five 
bloody  and  cruel  wars  have  I  lived  to  see  in  safety^- 
and  yet  am  I  reserved  to  meet  this  disgraceful  and 
profane  end  at  last." 

^^  Well,  sioce  you^ve  had  ywr  ludk  W  the  waits. 
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fjD^iVe  <ih^rle»' reason  to  grumble  &t  the  bit  of  a 
«i»ge  you  imay  ha;(^e  felt  in  your  garments,  as  tiiey 
tun  you  up  to  this  here  yard-arm.  I  say,  brother,  Tve 
known  stouter  fellows  take  the  same  ride,  who  never 
knew  when  or  how  they  got  down  again/^ 

Homespun,  who  did  not  more  than  half  compre- 
hend the  allu^n  of  Fid^  now  r^arded  him  in  a  way 
that  amkoanced  some  little  desire  for  an  explanation, 
mingled  with  great  admiration  of  the  unconcern  with 
which  his  companion  maintained  his  position,  with- 
out the  smallest  aid  from  any  thing  but  his  self- 
balancing  powers. 

"I  say,  brother,"  resumed  Fid,  "that  many  a 
stout  seaman  has  been  whipt  up  to  the  end  of  a  yard, 
•  who  has  started  by  tiie  signal  of  a  gun,  and  who  has 
staid  there  just  as  long  as  the  president  of  a  court- 
martial  was  pleased  to  believe  might  be  necessary  to 
improve  his  honesty  I" 

"  It  would  be  a  fearful  and  frightful  trifling  with 
Providence,  in  the  least  offending  and  conscientious 
mariner,  to  take  such  awful  punishments  in  vain,  by 
acting  them  in  his  sports ;  but  doubly  so  do  I  pro- 
nounce it  in  the  crew  of  a  ship  on  which  no  man 
can  say  at  what  hour  retribution  and  compunction 
are  to  alight.  It  seems  to  me  unwise  to  tempt  Prov- 
idence by  such  provocating  exhibitions/^ 

Fid  cast  a  glance  of  far  more  than  usual  signifi- 
cance at  the  good-man,  and  even  postponed  his  re- 
ply, until  he  had  freshened  his  ideas  by  an  ample 
addition  to  the  morsel  of  weed  which  he  had  kept 
all  along  thrust  into  one  of  his  cheeks.  Then,  casting 
liis  eyes  about  him,  in  order  to  see  that  none  of  his 
noisy  and  riotous  companions,  of  the  top,  were  with- 
in ear-shot,  he  bsiened  a  still  more  meaning  look  on 
the  countenance  of  the  tailor,  as  he  responded, — 

"  Hark  ye,  brother ;  whatever  may  be  the  other 
good  points  of  Richard  Fid,  his  friends  cannot  say 
be  ifi  mucili  of  a  scholar*  Tkis  being  the  cas^,  he  has 
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not  seen  fit  to  ask  a  look  at  the  saiiii^  ordefs^eii 
coming  aboard  this  wholesome  vessel*     I  ^Hf^ptet, 

howsomever,  that  they  can  be  forthcoming  at  need, 
and  that  no  honest  man  need  be  ashamed  to  be  found 
cruising  under  the  same." 

'^  Ah  I  Heavea  protect  such  unofiending  innocents 
a$  serve  here  against  their  will,  when  &e  allotted 
time  of  the  cruiser  shall  be  filled  I"  returned  Home- 
spun. '^  I  take  it,  however,  ^lioit  jou^  as  a  sea-^ring 
and  understanding  man,  have  not  entered  into  this 
enterprise  withont  receiving  the  bounty,  and  know* 
ing  the  whole  nature  of  the  service." 

"  The  devil  a  bit  have  I  entered  at  all,  «ither  in 
the  '  Enterprise'  or  in  the  '  Dolphin,'  as  they  caH  this 
same  craft  There  is  master  Harry,  the  lad  on  the 
poop  there,  he  who  hails  a  yard  as  soft  as  a  bull- 
whale  roars ;  1  follow  his  signals,  dye  see ;  and  it  is 
seldom  that  1  bother  him  with  questions  as  to  what 
tack  he  means  to  lay  his  boat  on  next" 

"  What !  would  you  sell  your  soul  in  this  manner 
to  Beelzebub ;  and  that,  too,  without  a  price  ?" 

"  I  say,  friend,  it  may  be  as  well  to  overhaul  your 
ideas,  before  you  let  them  slip,  in  this  no-man's  fash- 
ion, from  your  tongue.  I  would  wish  to  treat  a  gen- 
tleman, who  has  come  aloft  to  pay  me  a  visit,  with 
such  civility  as  may  do  credit  to  my  top,  though*  the 
crew  be  at  mischief,  d'ye  see.  But  an  officer*  like 
him  I  follow  .has  a  name  of  his  own,  without  stop- 
ping to  borrow  one  of  the  person  you've  just  seen  fit 
to  name.  I  scorn  such  a  pitifut^thing  as  a  threat; 
but  a  man  of  your  years  needn't  be  told,  that  it  is 
just  as  easy  to  go  down  from  this  -here  spar  as  it  was 
to  come  up  to  it" 

The  tailor  cast  a  glance  beneath  him  into,  the 
brine,  and  hastened  to  do  away  the  unfavourable  im- 
pression which  his  last  unfortunate  interrogation  had 
so  evidently  left  on  the  mind  of  his  brawny  as^ciate. 

"  Heaven  forbid  that  I  should  call  my  ^ooe  but  hy 
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tb^irjgiTeu  audfamily  names,  as 'the  bw  comrnands,^^ 
he  mid ;  ^^  I  m^int  merely  to  inquire,  if  you  would 
follow  the  gentleman  you  «enre  to  so  unseensly  and 
peraicious  a  place  as  a  gibbet  V 

Fid  ruminated  some  Ti^e  time,  before  he  saw  fit 
to  reply  to  so  sweeping  a  query.  During  this  unu* 
9ual  proce9S,  he  agitated  the  weed,  with  which  his 
pioutli  was  neslrly  gorged,  with  great  industry  ;  and 
tl|Qn,,ti^iyiia«^ting^oth  p^rocesses,  by  casting  a  jet  of 
the  juice  nearly  to  th6  sprit-sail-yard,  he^aid,  in  a 
very  decided  tone, — 

"  If  I  iWOuldnH,  may  I  be  d— d !  After  sailing  in 
coTnpaoy  fpr  four*aod«^twenty  years,  I  should  be  no 
t>etter  thaiv^a  sneak,  to  part  company,  because  such 
^  trije  as  a  gallows  hove  in  sight/^ 
. ,  "  The  pay  of  such  a  service  should  be  both  gen* 
ei^ou^  and  piin^tual,  and  the  cheer  of  the  most  en-* 
couraging  charactejr,^^  the  good-man  observed,  in  a 
w^y.  that  manifeated  he  should  not  be  displeased 
i9^ere.he  to  receive  a  »reply.  Fid  wto  in  no  disposi- 
tion to  faiklk  his  curiosity,  but  rather  deemed  hifrificlf 
bound,  since  he  had  once  entered  on  the  subject,  to 
leave  no  part  of  it  in  ohseurity. 

-"  As  for  the  pay,  d'ye  see,"  he  said,  "  it  is  seaman ^s 
wages.  I  should  dqspise  myself  to  take  less  than 
falls  to  the  share  of  the  best  foremast-hand  in  a  ship, 
since  it  would  be  all  the  same  as  owning  that  I  got 
my  deserts.  But  master  Harry  has  a  way  of  his 
own  in  rating  men^s  services  ;  and  if  his  ideas  get 
jammed  in  ao^&tr  of  this  sort,  it  is  no  mariingspike 
tbcit  I  handle  which  can  loosen  them.  I  once  just 
named  the  propriety  of  getting  mea  quarter-master's^ 
I^irth ;  but  devil  the  bit  would  he  be  doing  the  thing, 
de^ng,  ajB  he  says  himself,  that  I  have  a  fashion  of 
getting  a  little  hazy  at  times,  which  would  only  be 
putting  me  in  danger  of  disgrace  ;  since  every  body 
knows  that  the  higher  a  monkey  climbs  in  the  rig- 
ftng  of  a  ship,  the  easier  every  body  on  deck  can 
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see  tiiat  he  has  a  tail.  Then,  as  to  cheei^  it  huA* 
man*8  fare  ;.  sometimes  a  cut  to  spare  for  a  friend, 
and  sometimes  a  hungry  stomach. ^^ 

"  But  then  there  are  often  divisions  of  the— a — a 
— the  prize-money,  in  this  successful  cruiser  ?'^  de- 
manded the  good-man,  averting  hi»  face  as  he  spoke, 
perhaps  from  a  consciousness  that  it  might  hetray  an 
unseemly  interest  in  the  answer.  "  I  dare  say,  yoa 
^receive  amends  for  all  your  sufferings,  when  Ae 
purser  gives  forth  the  spoils." 

"  Hark  ye,  brother,"  said  Fid,  again  assuming  a 
look  of  significance,  "  can  you  tell  me  where  me 
Admiralty  Court  sits  which  condemns  her  priises^?^ 

The  good-man  returned  the  glance^  with  interest; 
but  an  extraordinary  upro4r,  in  another  part  of  Uie 
vessel,  cut  short  the  dialogue,  just  as  there  was  a  ra- 
tional probability  it  mi^t  lead  to  some  consolatory 
explanations  between  the  parties. 

As  the  action  of  the  tale  is  shortly  to  be  set  in  mo- 
tion again,  we  shall  refer  the  cause  of  the  common 
tion  to  the  opening  of  the  succeeding  chapter. 


CHAPTER  IV. 


**  Come,  and  get  thee  a  sword,  though  made  of  a  lath : 


Tkey  faAve  been  up  these  two  dkys.^— ^iCtng'  Henry  VL^ 

While  the  little  by-play  that  we  have  just  related 
was  enacting  on  the  fore-yard-arm  of  the  Rover, 
scenes,  that  partook  equally  of  the  nature  of  tragedy 
and  farce,  were  in  the  process  of  exhibition  elsewhere. 
The  contest  between  the  p<?sse8sors  of  the  deck  and 
tiiose  active  tenants  of  the  top,  so  often  named,  was 
far  from  having  reached  its  termination.  Blows  hady 
in  more  than  one  instance,  succeeded  to  angry  words; 
and,  as  the  fiH-mer  was  a  part  of  the  sports  in  whiclr 
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&e  marines  and  watsters  were  on  an  equality  ivkb 
their  mare  ingenious  tormentors^  the  war  was  begin- 
ning to  b»  waged  with  some  appearances  of  a  very 
doubtAiL  success.  Nightingale,  however,  was  always 
ready  to  recall,  die  combatants  to  their  sense  of 
propriety,  with  his  well-known  wind  of  the  call,  and 
his  murmuring  voice.  ^  A  long,  shrill  whistle,  with 
the  words, ''Good  humour, ahoy !"  had  hitherto  serv- 
ed to  keep  down  the  rising  tempers  of  the  different 
parties,  when  the  joke  bore  too  hard  on  the  high- 
spirited  soldier,  or  the  revengeful,  though  perhaps  less 
mettlesome,  member  of  the  after-guard.  But  an  over- 
sight, on  the  part  of  him  who  in  common  kept  so 
vigilant  an  eye  d^  the  movements  of  all  beneath  his^ 
orders,  had  nearly  led  to  results  of -a  far  more  serious 
nature. 

No  sooner  had  the  crew  commenced  the  different 
rous^h  sports  ^we  have  just  related,  than  the  vein 
which  had  induced  the  Hover  to  loosen  the  reins  of 
discipline,  for  the  moment,  seemed  suddenly  to  sub- 
side. The  gay  and  cheerful  air  that  he  had  maintain- 
ed in  his  dialogue  with  his  female  guests  (or  prison- 
ers, whichever  he  might  be  disposed  to  consider 
them)  had  disappeared,  in  a  thoughtful  and  clouded 
brow.  His  eye  no  longer  lighted  with  those  glim- 
merings of  wayward  and  sarcastic  humour  in  which 
he  much  loved  to  indulge,  but  its  expression  became 
painfully  settled  and  austere.  It  was  evident  that 
his  mind  had  relapsed  into  one  of  those  brooding 
reveries  that  so  offcen  obscured  his  playful  and  viva- 
cious mien,  as  a  shadow  darkens  the  golden  tints  of 
the  field  of  ripe  and  waving  corn. 

While  most  of  those  who  were  not  actors  in  the 
noisy  and  humorous  achievements  of  the  crew  stead- 
ily regarded  the  same,  some  with  wonder,  others  with 
distrust,  and  all  with  more  or  less  of  the  humour  of 
the  hour,  the  Rover,  to  all  appearance,  was  quite 
unconscious  of  all  that  was  going  oh  before  his  face. 
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U  i»  trae,  that  at  times  he  raised  hme jei^  te  Hie  »)eti^' 
beings  who  clung  like  dcpiimeis  t»  the  ropes,  or  sui'- 
fered  them  to  fall  on.thed«Uer  niovemeiits  Of  the 
men  below;  but  it  was  always  with  a  vacancy  which 
proved  that  the  image  they  carried  to  ti:ie  brain  wss^ 
dim  and  illoeory.  The  looks  he  cast,  fromf  tiflie'to 
time,  on  Mrs  Wyllys  and  ker  fair  and  deeply  itlteri 
ested  pt^il,  betrayed  th^  workings  of'  the  tenvj^r  of 
the  inward  man.  It  was  only  in  these  brief  bat' 
comprehensive  glances  that  the  feelings  by  which  he 
was  governed  might  have  been,  in  any  manner,  tra- 
ced to  their  origin.  Still  wouldthe  nicest  observer 
have  been  puzzled,  if  not  baffled,  in  endeatonrin^  to 
pronounce  on  the  entire  character  of  ikie  eniotions 
uppermost  in  his  mind.  At  instants,  it  might  have 
been  fancied  that  some  unholy  and  licentious  passion 
was  getting  the  ascendancy;  and  theii,  ad  his  eye 
ran  rapidly  over  the  chaste  and  matronly,  though 
still  attractive,  countenance  of  the  governess,  no  im- 
agination was  necessaiy  to  read  the  look  of  doubt, 
as  well  as  respect,  with  which  he  gazed. 

It  was  while  thus  occupied-  that  the  sports  pro- 
ceeded, sometimes  humorous,  and  forcing  smiles 
even  from  the  lips  of  the  half-terrified  Gertrude^  but' 
always  tending  to  that  violence,  and  outbreaking  of 
anger,  which  might,  at  any  moment,  set  at  naught  the 
discipline  of  a  vessel  in  which  no  other  means  to  en- 
force authority  existed,  than  such  as  its  officers  could, 
on  the  instant,  command.  Water  had  been  so  lavish- 
ly expended,  that  the  decks  were  running  with  the' 
fluid,  even  more  than  one  flight  of  spray  having  in- 
vaded the  privileged  precincts  of  the  poop.  Every 
ordinary  device  of  similar  scenes  had  been  resorted 
to,  by  the  men  aloft,  to  annoy  their  less  advStntagc- 
ously  posted  shipmates  beneath ;  and  such  nieans  of 
retaliation  had  been  adopted  as  use  or  facility  ren- 
dered obvious.  Here,  a  hog  and  a  waister  were  seen 
swinging  against  each  other,  pendant  beneath  a  top; 
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Aere,  si  marine,  lashed  in  the  ri^ng,  was  obliged  to 
sai]Rer  the  maoipalation  of  a  pet  monkej,  which, 
drilled  to  the  duty,  and  armed  with  a  conrib,  was  ^ 
poeted  on  his  shoulder,  with  an  air  as  grave,  and  an 
eye  as  observant,  as  though  he  had  been  regularly 
educated  in  the  art  of  the  perruquier ;  and,  every 
where,  some  coarse  and  practical  joke  proclaimed 
the  licentious  liberty  which  had  been  momentarily 
accorded  to  a  set  of  beings  who  were,  in  common, 
kept  in  that  restraint  which  comfort,  no  less  than 
safety,  requires  for  the  well-ordering  of  an  armed 
ship. 

In  the  midst  of  the  noise  and  turbulence,  a  voice 
was  heard,  apparently  issuing  from  the  ocean,  haiHng 
the  vessel  by  name,  with  the  aid  of  a  speaking-trum- 
pet; that  had  been  applied  to  the  outer  circumference 
of  a  hawse  hole. 

"Who  speaks  the  ' Dolphin ?'"  demanded  Wil- 
der, in  reply,  when  he  perceived  that  the  summons 
had  fallen  on  the  dull  ears  of  his  Commander,  with- 
out recalling  fiim  to  the  recollection  of  what  was  in 
action. 

"  Father  Neptune  is  under  your  fore-foot:*' 

"  What  wills  the  God  ?" 

"  He  has  heard  that  certain  strangers  have  come 
into  his  dominions,  and  he  wishes  leave  to  come 
aboard  the  saucy  'Dolphin,'  to  inquire  into  their 
ei-rands,  and  to  overhaul  the  log-book  of  their  char- 
acters." 

"  He  is  welcome.  Show  the  old  man  aboard 
through  the  head ;  he  is  too  experienced  a  sailor  to 
wish  to  come  in  by  the  cabin  windows." 

Here  the  parlance  ceased  ;  (r?  Wilder  turned  upon 
his  heel,  as  though  he  were  already  disgusted  with 
his  part  of  the  mummery. 

An  athletic  seaman  soon  appeared,  seemingly  issu- 
ing from  the  element  whose  deity  he  aspired  to  per- 
sonate.     Mops,  dripping  with  brine,  supplied  the 
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place  of  faoarf  locks ;  gulf*\v^eed,  of  which  aoiei^ 
were  floating  within  a  league  of  the  ship,  composed* 
a  sort  of  negligent  mantle  ;  and  in  his  hand  he  bore 
a  trident  made  of  three  marlingspikes  properly  ar- 
ranged, And  borne  on  the  staff  of  a  half-pike.  Thus 
accoutred,  the  God  of  the  Ocean,  who  was  no  less 
a  personage  than  the  captain  of  the  forecastle,  ad- 
vanced, with  a  suitable  air  of  dignity,  along  the  dedc, 
attended  by  a  train  of  bearded  water-nymphs  and 
naiades,  in  a  costume  no  less  grotesque  than  his  own. 
Arrived  on  the  quarter-deck,  in  front  of  the  position 
occupied  by  the  officers,  the  principal  personage  sa-  ' 
luted  the  groupe  with  a  wave  of  his  sceptre,  and  re- 
sumed the  discourse  as  follows ;  Wilder,  from  the 
continued  abstraction  of  his  Commander,  finding 
himself  under  the  necessity  of  maintaining  one  por- 
tion of  the  dialogue.       - 

"  A  wholesome  and  prettily-rigged  boat  have  you 
come  out  in  this  time,  my  son ;  and  one  well  filled 
with  a  noble  set  of  my  children.  How  long  might 
it  be  since  you  left  the  land  ?" 

"  Some  eight  days  ago." 

"  Hardly  time  enough  to  give  the  green  ones  the 
use  of  their  sea  legs.  I  shall  be  able  to  find  them,  by 
the  manner  in  which  they  hold  on  in  a  calm.''  [Here 
the  General,  who  was  standing  with  a  scornful  and 
averted  eye,  let  go  his  hold  of  a  mizzen-shroud, 
which  he  had  grasped  for  no  other  visible  reason 
than  to  render  his  person  utterly  immoveable ;  Nep- 
tune smiled,  and  continued.}  "  I  sha'n't  ask  con- 
cerning the  port  you  are  last  from,  seeing  that  the 
Newport  soundings  are  still  hanging  about  the  flukes^ 
of  your  anchors.  I  hope  you  haven't  brought  out  . 
many  fresh  hands  with  you,  for  I  smell  the  stock-fish 
aboard  a  Baltic-man,  who  is  coming  down  with  the 
trades,  and  who  can't  be  more  than  a  hundred  leagues 
from  this ;  I  shall  therefore  have  but  little  time  Uf 
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oferhalul  your  people,  in  order  to  give  them  their 
papers." 

"  You  see  them  all  -before  you.  So  skilful  a  mar- 
iner as  Neptune  needs  no  advice  when  or  how  to 
tell  a  seaman," 

"  \  shall  then  begin  with  this  gentleman,"  contin- 
ued the  wa^ish  head  of  the  forecastle,  turning  to- 
wards the  still  motionless  chief  of  the  marines. 
•'  There  is  a -strong  look  of  the  land  about  him;  an4 
I  should  like  to  know  how  many  jiours  it  is  since  l)e 
first  floated  Over  blue  water." 

**^  I  believe  he  has  made  many  voyages ;  and  I  dare 
say  has  long  since  paid  the  proper  tribute  to  your 
Majesty." 

"  Well,  well ;  the  thing  is  like  enough,  tho'f  I  will 
say  I  have  known  scholars  make  better  use  of  their 
time,  if  he  has  been  so  long  on  the  water  as  you 
pretend.     How  is  it  with  these  ladies  ?" 

''^  Both  have  been  at  sea  before,  and  have  a  right 
to  pass  without  a  question,"  resumed  Wilder,  a  lit- 
tle hastily. 

"  The  youqgest  is  comely  enough  to  have  been 
born  m  my  dominions,"  said  the  gallant  Sovereign 
of  the  Sea ;  "  but  no  one  can  refuse  to  answer  a 
hail  that  comes  straight  from  the  mouth  of  Old  Nep- 
tune ;  80,  if  it  makes  no  great  difference  in  your 
Honour's  reckoning,  I  will  just  beg  the  young  wo- 
man to  do  her  own  talking."  Then^  without  paying 
the  least  attention  to  the  angry  glance  that  shot  from 
the  eye  of  Wilder,  the  sturdy  representative  of  the 
God  addressed  himself  directly  to  Gertrude.  "If, 
as  report  goes  of  you,  my  pretty  damsel,  you  have 
seen  blue  water  before  this  passage,  you  may  be 
able  to  recollect  the  name  of  the  vessel,  and  some 
other  small  particulars  of  the  run  ?" 

The  face  of  our  heroine  changed  its  colour  from 
red  to  pale,  as  rapidly,  and  as  glowingly,  as  the  evening 
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sky  flushes,  and  teturns  to  its  pcarf-'like  Id^fl* 
ness  ;  but  she  kept  down  her  feelings  sgificientry  to 
answer,  with  an  air  of  entire  self-possession, — 

"  Were  I  to  enter  into  all  these  little  particulars^ 
it  would  detain  you  from  more  worthy  subjects. 
Perhaps  this  certificate  will  convince  you  that  I  am 
no  novice  on  the  sea.^^  As  she  spoke,  a  guinea  fell 
from  her  white  hand  into  the  broad  and  extended 
palm  of  her  interrogator. 

^ "  I  can  only  account  for  my  not  remembering jronr 
Ladyship,  by  the  great  extent  and  heavy  nature  of 
my  business,"  Returned  the  audacious  freebooter, 
bowing  with  an  air  of  rude  politeness  as  he  pocket- 
ed the  offering.  "  Had  I  looked  int^  my  books  be- 
fore I  came  aboard  this  here  ship,  I  should  have  seen- 
through  the  mistake  at  once ;  for  I  now  remember 
that  I  ordered  one  of  my  limners  to  take  your  pret- 
ty face,  in  order  that  1  might  show  it  to  my  wife  at 
home.  The  fellow  did  it  well  enough,  in  the  shell 
of  an- East-India  oyster;  I  will  have  a  copy  set  in 
coral,  and  sent  to  your  husband,  whenever,  you  may 
see  fit 'to  choose  one."  ^, 

Then,  repeating  his  bow,  with  a  scrape  of  the 
foot,  he  turned  to  the  governess,  in  order  to  continue 
his  examination. 

"  And  you,  Madam,"  he  said,  "  is  this  the  first 
time  you  have  ever  come  into  my  dominionsy  or. 
not?" 

"  Neither  the  first,  nor  the  twentieth  ;   I  have  of-   - 
ten  seen  your  Majesty  before." 

"  An  old  acquaintance  !  In  what  latitude  might  it 
be  that  we  first  fefl  in  with  each  other  ?" 

^\  believe  1  first  enjoyed  that  honour,  quite  thir- 
ty years  since,  under  the  Equator." 

"  Ay,  ay,  Tm  often  there,  looking  out  for  lildia- 
men  and  your  homeward-bound  Brazil  traders.     I  * 
boarded  a  particularly  great  number  that  very  sea   -^ 
son,  but  can't  say  I  remember  your  countenance.'* 
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^1  fear  ttiftt  thirty  years  have  made  flonie  changes 
in  it,"  returned  the  governess,  with  a  smile,  which, 
Ihough  mournful,  was  far  too  dignified  in  its  melan- 
dioly,  to  induce  the  suspicion  that  she  regretted  a 
loss  so  vain  qs  that  of  her  personal  charms.  ^'  I  was 
in  a  vessel  of  the  Kin^,  and  one  that  was  a  little  re- 
ntarkahle  by  its  size,  since  it  was  of  three  decks." 

The  God  recmed  the  guinea,  which  was  now  se^^ 
cretly  ofiered,  hut  it  would  seem  that  success  had 
quickened  his  covetousness  ;  for,  insW^  of  retum- 
i))g  thanks,  he  rather  appeared  to  manifest  a  disposi- 
tion to  increase  the  amount  of  the  bribe. 

"  All  this  may  be  just  as  your  Ladyship  says,"  he 
T  ajoined ;  "  but  the  interest  of  my  kingdom,  and  a 
large  family  at  home,  make  it  necessary  that  I  should 
look  sharp  to.myrightSk  Was  there  a  flag  in  the 
\  essel  ?" 

"  There  was." 

"  Then,  it  is  likely  they  hoisted  it,  as  usual,  at  the 
end  of  the  jib-boom  ?" 

^Mt  was  hoisted,  as  is  usual  with  a  Vice-' Admiral, 
-^t  the  fore." 

"  Well  answered,  for  petticoats !"  muttered  the 
Deity,  a  little  baffled  in  his  artifice.  "  It  is  d— d 
queer,  saving  your  Ladyship's  presence,  that  I  should 
have  forgotten  such  a  ship  :  Was  there  any  thing  of 
the  extngiordinary  sort,  jthat  one  would  be  hkely  to 
remember?" 

The  features  of  the  governess  had  already  lost 
their  forced  pleasantry,  in  a  shade  of  grave  reflec- 
tion, and  her  eye  was  evidently  fastened  on  vacancy, 
as  she  answered,  to  ail  appearance  like  one  who 
thought,  aloud. — , 

"  I  can,  at  this  moment,  see  the  arch  and  roguish 
manner  with  which  that  wayward  boy,  who  then 
had  but  eight  years,  overreached  the  cunning  of  tlie 
mimic  Neptune,  and  retaliated  for  his  devices,  bjr 
turning  the  laugh  of  aJ!  on  board  on  his  own  he&d!" 
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^^  Was  he  but  eight  V  deooanded  a  de^t^yoiee  9t 
her  elbow.  :t 

"  Eight  in  ye^^rs,  but  maturer  in  artifice,"  returned 
Mrs  Wyllys,  seeming  to  awake  from  a  trance,  as  she 
turned  her  eyes  full  upon  the  face  of  the  Rover. 

"Well,  well,"  interrupted  the  captain  of  the  fore- 
castle, who  cared  not  to  continue  an  inquiry  in  which 
his  dreaded  Commander  saw  fit  to  take  a  part,  "  I 
dare  say  it  is  all  right.  I  will  look  into  my  journal^ 
if  I  find  it  80,  well— if  not,  why,  it's  only  giving  the 
ship  a  heau-wind,  until  Pve  overhauled  the  Dane, 
and  then  it  will  be  all  in  good  time  to  receive  the 
balance  of  the  fee.- ' 

So  saying,  the  God  hurried  past  the  officers,  and 
turned  his  attention  to  the  marine  guard,  who  had 
grouped  themselves  in  a  body,  secretly  aware  of  the 
necessity  each  man  might  be  under  of  receiving  sup- 
port from  his  fellows,  in  so  searching  a  scrutiny, 
rerfectly  familiar  with  the  career  each  individual 
among  them  had  run,  in  his  present  lawless  profes- 
sion, and  secretly  apprehensive  that  his  authority 
might  be  forced  suddenly  from  him,  the  chief  of  the 
forecastle  selected  a  raw  landsman  from  among  them, 
bidding  his  attendants  to  drag  the  victim  forward, 
where  he  believed  they  might  act  the  cruel  revels  he 
contemplated  with  less  danger  of  interruption.  Al- 
ready irritated  by  the  lahghswhich  had  been  created 
at  their  expense,  and  resolute  to  defend  their  com* 
rade,  the  marines  resisted.  A  long,  clamorous,  and 
angry  dispute  succeeded,  during  which  each  party 
maintained  its  right  to  pursue  the  course  it  had 
adopted.  From  words  the  disputants  were  not  long 
in  passing  to  the  signs  of  .hostilities.  It  was  while 
the  peace  of  the  ship  hung,  as  it  were,  suspended  by 
a  hair,  that  the  General  saw  fit  to  express  the  disga^ 
of  such  ant  outrage  upon  discipline,  which  had, 
throughout  the  whole  scene,  possessed  his  mind. 

>  I  protest  against  this  riotous  and  uomilitaj^  pro 
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cedarev^^  he  said,  addres^ipg  himself  to  lus  still  ab- 
stracted and  thoughtful  superior.  "I  have  taught  my 
Qoen,  L  trust,  the  proper  spirit  of  soldiers,  and  there 
is  no  greater  disgrace  can  happen  to  one  of  them 
than  to  lay  band^  on  him,  except  it  be  in  the  regular 
and  wholesome  way  of  a  cat. — 1  give  open  warning 
to  all,  that,  if  a  finger  is  put  upon  one  of  my  bullies, 
unless,  as  I  have  said,  in  the  way  of  discipline,  it 
will  be  answered  with  a  blow." 

As  the  General  had  not  essayed  to,  smother  his 
voice,  it  was  heard  by  his  followers,  and  produced 
the  effect  which  might  have  been  expected.  A  vigor- 
qps  thrust  from  the  fist  of  the  sergeant  drew  mortal 
blood  from  the  visage  of  the  God  of  the  Sea,  and  at 
once  'established  his  terrestrial  origin.  Thus  com- 
pelled to  support  his  manhood,  in  more  senses  than 
one,  the  stoiit  seaman  returned  the  salutation,  with 
such  additional  embellishments  as  the  exigencies  of  ' 
the  moment  seemed  to  require.  Such  an  interchange 
of  civilities,  between  two  so  prominent  personages, 
was  the  signal  of  general  hostilities  among' their  re- 
spective followers.  The  uproar  that  attended  the 
onset  had  caught  the  attention  of  Fid,  who,  the  in- 
stant he  saw  the  nature  of  the  sports  below,  aban- 
doned his  companion  on  the  yard,  and  slid  down- 
wards to  the  deck  by  the  aid  of  a  backstay,  with 
about  as  much  facility  as  that  caricature  of  man,  the 
monkey,  could  have  performed  the  same  manoeuvre. 
His  example  was  follo^gjed  by  all  the  topmen ;  and, 
in.  less  than  a  minute,  there  was  every  appearance 
that  the  audacious  marines  would  be  borne  down 
by  the  sheer  force  of  numbers.  But,  stout- in  their 
resolution,  and  bitter  in  their  hostility,  these  drilled 
and  resentful  warriors,  instead  of  seeking  refuge  in 
flight,  fell  back  upon  each  other,  for  support.  Bay- 
onets were  seen  gleaming  in  the  sun ;  while  some  of 
the  seamen,  in  the  ei^terior  of  the  crowd,  were  al' 
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ready  kyii^  their  hands  on  th^  half-pikes  tf^t  fait^ 
a  warlike  ornament  to  the  foot  of  me  mast. 

"  Hold !  stand  back,  every  man  of  you  !"  eriei 
Wilder,  dashing  into  the  centre  of  the  throng,  and 
forcing  them  aside,  with  a  haste  that  was  possibly 
quickened  by  the  recollection  of  the  increased  danf 
ger  that  would  sutround  the  unprotected  females, 
should  the  bands  of  subordination  be  once  fairly 
broken  among  so  lawless  and  desperate  a  crew. 
"  On  your  lives,  fall  back,  and  obey.  And  you,  sir, 
who  claim  to  be  so  good  a  soldier,  I  Call  on  you  to 
bid  your  men  refrain." 

The ,  General,  however  disgusted  he  might  ha^ff 
been  by  the  previous  scene,  had  too  many  important 
interests  involved  in  the  interior  peace  of  the  ves-* 
sel,  not  to  exert  himself  at  this  appeal.  He  was 
seconded  by  all  the  inferior  officers,  who  well  knew 
iliat  their  lives,  as  well  as  their  comfort,  depended 
on  staying  the  torrent  that  had  so  unexpectedly 
broken  loose.  But  they  only  proved  how  hard  4t 
IS  to  uphold  an  authority  that  is  not  established  oti 
the  foundation  of  legitimate  power.  Neptune  had 
tiast  aside  his  masquerade ;  and,  backed  by  all  his 
btout  forecastle-men,  was  evidently  preparing  for  a 
conflict  that  might  speedily  give  him  greater  pre- 
tensions to  imnwrtal  nature  than  those  he  had  jost 
rejected.  Until  now,  the  officers,  partly  by  threats 
and  partly  by  remonstrances,  had  so  far  controlled 
the  outbreaking,  that  the  time  had  been  passed  rath*- 
er  in  preparations  than  in  violence.  But  the  marines 
bad  seized  their  arms ;  while  two  crowded  masses 
of  the  mariners  were  forming  on  either  side  of  the 
mainmas*",  abundantly  provided  with  pikes,  and  such 
other  weapons  af  the  bars  and  handspikes  of  thci 
vessel  afforded.  One  or  two  of  the  cooler  hea<l^ 
among  the  latter  had  even  proceeded  so  far  as  to 
ckar  away  a  gun,  which  tfiey  w^rc  ooii^tiag  inl^o^rA^ 
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aiid  ia  a  direction  that  might  have  swept  a  moiety 
of  the  quarter-deck.  In  short,  the  broil  had  just 
reached  that  pass  when  another  blow,  struck  from 
either  side,  must  have  given  up  the  vessel  to  plunder' 
^.nd  massacre.  The  danger  of  such  a  crisis  was 
heightened  by  the  bitter  taunts  that  broke  forth  from . 
fifty  profane  lips,  which  were  only  opened  to  lavish 
the  coarsest  revilings  on  the  persons  and  characters 
<rf  their  respective  enemies. 

During  the  five  minutes  that  might  have  flown  by 
in  such  sinister  and  threatening  symptoms  of  insub- 
ordination, the  individual  who  was  chiefly  interested 
in  the  maintenance  of  discipline  had  manifested  the 
most  extraordinary  indifference,  or  rather  uncon- 
sciousness, to  all  that  was  passing  so  near  him.  With 
his  acms  folded  on  his  breast,  and  his  eyes  fastened 
on  tlie  placid  sea,  he  stood  motionless  as  the  mast 
near  which  he  had  placed  his  person.  Long  accus- 
tomed to  the  noise  of  scenes  similar  to  the  one  he 
had  himself  provoked,  he  heard,  in  the  confused 
sounds  which  rose  unheeded  on  his  ear,  no  more  than 
the  commotion  which  ordinarily  attended  the  license 
of  the  hour. 

His  subordinates  in  command,  however,  were  far 
more  active.  Wilder  had  already  beaten  back  the 
boldest  of  the  seamen,  and  a  space  was  cleared  be- 
tween the  hostile  parties,  into  which  his  assistants 
threw  themselves,  with  the  haste  of  men  who  knew 
how  much  was  required  at  their  hands.  This  mo 
men tary  success  might  have  been  pushed  too  far; 
for,  believing  that  the  spirit  of  mutiny  was  subdued, 
oi|r  adventurer  was  proceeding  to  improve  his  ad- 
vantage, by  seizing  the  most  audacious  of  the  offend- 
ers, when  his  prisoner  was  immediately  torn  fronj 
his  grasp  by  twenty. of  his  confederates. 

"  Who's  this,  that  sets  himself  up  for  a  Commodore 
aboard  thQ, '  Dolphin  !' "  exclaimed  a  voice  in  the 
crowd,  at  a  most  unhappy  moment  for  the  authority 
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or  the  new  lieutenant.  'Mn  what  fashfon^  il|& 
come  aboard  us  ?  or,  in  what  service  did  he  leata 
his  trade  ?^' 

"  Ay,av,*'  continued  another  sinister  voice,  **  where 
is  the  Bristol  trader  he  was  to  lead  into  our  net,  and 
for  which  we  lost  so  nnanj  of  the  best  days  in  the 
season,  at  a  lazy  anchor  ?" 

Then  broke  rorth  a  general  and  simultaneous  mur- 
mur, which,  had  such  testimony  been  wanting,  would 
in  itself  have  mafiifested  that  the  unknown  officer 
was  scarcely  more  fortunate  in  his  present  than  in 
his  recent  service.  Both  parties  united  in  condemn- 
ing his  interferen<^e ;  and  from  both  sides  were  heard 
scornful  opinions  of  his  origin,  mingled  with  certain 
fierce  denunciations  against  his  person.  Nothing 
daunted  by  such  palpable  evidences  of  the  danger 
of  his  situation,  our  adventurer  answered  to  their 
taunts  with  the  most  scornful  smiles,  challenging  a 
single  individual  of  them  all  to  dare  to  step  forth, 
and  maintain  his  words  by  suitable  actions.  . 

"  Hear  him  P'  exclaimed  his  auditors. — "  He 
speaks  like  a  King's  officer  in  chase  of  a  smu^ler  P 
cried  one. — "  Ay,  he^'s  a  bold'un  in  a  calm,"  said  a 
second.*—"  He's  a  Jonah,  that  has  slipp'd  into  the 
cabin  windows  !"  cried  a  third ;  "  and,  while  he 
stays  in  the  '  Dolphin,'  luck  will  keep  upon  our  wea- 
ther-beam."—" Into  the  sea  with  him  !  overboard 
with  the  upstart !  into  the  sea  with  him!  where 
he'll  find  that  a  bolder  and  a  better  man  has  gone  be* 
fore  him  !"  shouted  a  dozen  at  once  ;  some  of  whom 
immediately  gave  very  unequivocal  demonstrations 
of  an  intention  to  put  their  threat  in  execution.  Bdt 
two  forms  instantly  sprang  from  the  crowd,  and 
threw  themselves,  like  angry  lions,  between  WikJef 
and  his  foes.  The  one,  who  was  foremost  in  the 
rescue,  faced  short  upon  the  advancing  seamen,  and, 
with  a  blow  from  an  arm  that  was  irresistible,  level- 
led the  representative  of  Neptune  to  his  feet,  as 
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ttiough  he  had  heen  a  mere  waxen  image  of  a  man. 
The  other  was  not  slow  to  imitate  his  example ;  and, 
as  the  throng  receded  before  this  secession  from  its 
own  numbers,  the  latter,  who  was  Fid,  flourished  a 
fist  that  was  as. big  as  the  head  of  a  sizeable  infant, 
while  he  loudly  vociferated, — 

"  Away  with  ye,  ve  lubbers !  away  with  ye ! 
Would  you  run  foul  of  a  single  man,  and  he  an  offi- 
cer, and  such  an  officer  as  ye  never  set  eyes  on  be- 
fore, except,  mayhap,  in  the  fashion  that  a  cat  looks 
upon  a  king  ?  I  should  like  to  see  the  man,  among 
ye  all,  who  can  handle  a  heavy  ship,  in  a  narrow 
channel,  as  I  have  seen  master  Harry  here  handle 
the  saucy" 

"  Stand  back,"  cried  Wilder,  forcing  himself  be- 
tween his  defenders  and  his  foes.  "  Stand  back, 
I  say,  and  leave  me  alone  to  meet  the  audacious  vil- 
lains." 

"  Overboard  with  him  !  overboard  with  them  all !" 
cried  the  seamen,  "  he  and  his  knaves  together !" 

"  Will  you  remain  silent,  and  see  murder  done  be- 
fore your  eyes?"  exclaimed  Mrs  Wyllys,  rushing 
from  her  place  of  retf eat,  and  laying  a  hand  eagerly 
on  the  arm  of  the  Rover. 

He  started  like  one  who  was  awakened  suddenly 
from  a  light  sleep,  looking  her  full  and  intently  in 
the  eye; 

"  See  !"  she  added,  pointing  to  the  violent  throng 
below,  where  every  sign  of  an  increased  commotion 
was  exhibiting  itself.  "  See,  they  kill  your  officer, 
and  there  is  none  to  help  him  !" 

The  look  of  faded  marble,  which  had  so  long  been 
seated  on  his  features,  vanished,  as  hi§  eye  passed 
quickly  over  the  scene.  The  organs  took  in  tlie 
whole  nature  of  the  action  at  the  glance  ;  and,  with 
ttie  intelligence,  the  blood  came  rushing  into  every 
vein  and  fibre  of  his  indignant  face.  Seizing  a 
rope,  which  hung  from  the  yard  above  his  head,  he 
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swung  his  person  off>the  poop,  and  fell  lightl^  iiiW 
the  very  centre  of  the  crowd.  Both  parties  fell 
back,  while  a  sudden  and  breathing  silence  Succeed- 
ed to  a  clamour  that  a  moment  before  would  have 
drowned  the  roar  of  a  cataract.  Making  a  haughty- 
and  repelling  motion  with  his  arm,  he  spoke,  and  in 
a  voice  that,  if  any  change  coilld  be  noted,  was  even 
pitched  on  a  key  less  high  and  threatening  than  com' 
mon.  But  the  lowest  and  the  deepest  of  its  intona 
tions  reached  the  most  distant  ear,  and  no  one  who 
heard  was  left  to  doubt  its  meaning. 

"  Mutiny !"  he  said,  in  a  tone  that  strangely  bal- 
anced between  irony  and  scorn  ;  "  open,  violent,  and 
blood-seeking  mutiny  !  Are  ye  tired  of  your  lives,' 
my  men  ?  Is  there  one,  among  ye  all,  who  is  willing 
to  make  himself  an  example  for  the  good  of  the 
rest?  If  there  be,  let  him  lift  a  hand,  a  finger,  jf 
hair  :  Let  him  speak,  look  me  in  the  eye,  or  dare  to 
show  that  life  is  in  him,  by  sign,  breath,  or  motion  P' 

He  paused  ;  and  so  general  and  absorbing  was  the 
spell  produced  by  his  presence  and  his  ^nien,  tlikt, 
in  all  that  crowd  of  fierce  and  excited  spirits,  there 
was  not  one  so  bold  as  to  prciume  to  brave  his  an- 
ger. Sailors  and  marines  stood  alike,  passive,  hum- 
bled, and  obedient,  as  faulty  children,  when  arraign- 
ed before  an  authority  from  which  they  feel,  in  eve- 
ry fibre,  that  escape  is  impossible.  Perceiving  that' 
no  voice  answered,  no  limb  moved,  nor  even  an  eje 
,  among  them  all  was  bold  enough  to  meet  his  own 
stesidy  but  glowing  look,  he  continued,  in  the  sain^ 
deep  and  commanding  tone, —  •     ' 

"  It  is  well :  Reason  has  come  of  the  latest ;  but. 
happily  for  ye  all,  it  has  returned.  Fall  back,  fall 
back,  I  say ;  you  taint  the  quarter-deck.''— The  men 
-eceded  a  pace  or  two  on  every  side  of  him.—"  L^' 
those  arms  be  stacked  ;  it  will  be  time  to  use  th^in' 
when  I  proclaim  the  need.  And  you,  fellows.  Who 
have  been  so  bold  as  to  lift  a  pike  without  an  ordeT,- 
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hive  a  care  they  do  not  burn  your  hands." — ^A  doz- ' 
ea  staves  fell  upon  the  deck  together. — ^^  R  there  a 
drammer  in  this  ship  ?  let  him  appear !" 

A  terrified  and  cringing-looking  being  pr^ented 
hi0>delf,  ha;rihg  found  his  instrument  by  a  sqrt  of 
de^^pjerate  instinct. 

**  Now  speak  aloud,  and  let  me  know  at  once 
whether  I  command  a  crew  of  orderly  and  obedient 
men,  or  a  set  of  miscreants,  tiiat  require  some  puri- 
fying before  I  trust  them;" 

The  first  few  taps  of  the  drum  sufficed  to  tell  the 
men  they  heard  the  "  beat  to  quarters."  Without  hes- 
itating a  reluctant  moment,  the  crowd  dissolved,  and 
each  of  the  delinquents  stole  silently  to  his  station; 
the  crew  of  the  gun  that  had  been  turned  inward 
managing  to  thrust  it  through  its  port  again,  with  a 
dexterity  that  might  have  availed  them  greatly  .in 
time  of  cgnib^t.  Throughout  the  whole  affair,  the 
Rover  had  manifested  neither  anger  nor  impatience; 
Deep  and  settled  scorn,  with  a  high  reliance  on  him- 
self, had,  indeed,  been  exhibited  in  the  proud  curl 
of  his  lip,  and  in  the  swelling  of  his  form,  but  not, 
for  an  instant,  did  it  seem  that  he  had  suffered  his 
ire  to  get  the  mastery  of  his  reason.  And,  now  that 
he  had  recalled  his  crew  to  tiieir  duty,  he  appeared 
n6  more  elated  with  his  soccess  than  he  had  been 
daunted  by  the' storm  which,  a  minute  before,  had 
threatened  the  utter  dissolution  of  his  authorit}%  In- 
stead of  pursuing  his  further  purpose  in  haste,  he 
awaited  the  observance  of  the  minutest  form  which 
etiquette,  as  well  as  use';  had  rendered  customary  on 
«ucn  occasions. 

The  officers  appro^chfed,  and  reported  their  seve- 
ral divisions  in  readihess  to  engage,  with  exactly  the 
same  regularity  as, if  kn  enemj^had  been  in  sight 
The  topmen  and..sai1-trimm^rs  were  enumerated, 
and  found  prepared ;  shot-plugs  and  stoppers  were 

bandied ;  the  jnagazine  was  even  opened ;  the  arm- 
VoL.  11.  G 


chests  emptied  of  i^^ix  con^^te;  ?ijdp  ii^-dip^ J|f  j 
niore  thai^the  ordiriaiy  pT^^i^;9ona-0l  an.  e^^ 
exercise  was  qbserveq.  , 

"Let  the  yards  be  slung;  the  sheets  ^md^^baijrafds 
stoppered,*"  he  said  to  the  first  Beutenaof*  i^ho  oo^.r 
displayed  as  intimate  an  acquaintan9e  with  the  m^i- 
tarj  as  he  h^d  hitherto  <Us€ov^re(ji:  with  th^  nautical 
p^rt  of  his  profession;  "Qiv^^he  boarders  theiC/ 
pikes  and  boa,rding-axeSj  sir ;  we  will  now  sjipw  thes^ , 
fellows  that  we  dare  to  trust  them  with^anns  !'^ 

Thes^  several  orders  were  obeyed  te;  the  letter; 
and  then  succeeded  that  deep  and  grave  sileac^, 
which  renders  a  crew,  at  quarters,  a  sight  so  iinpos^, 
ing,  even  to  those  who  have  witnessed  it  froni  their 
boyhood.     In  this  manner,  the  sl^ilful  leader  Qf  this^ 
band  of  desperate  marauders  fcnew,  how  to  cui^Ix 
their  violence  with  the  fetters  of  discipline.     Wh^ni, 
he  believed  their  minds  brought  withiu   the  pxjo^? 

Eer  limits,  by  the  situation  of  restraint  in  which, 
e  had  placed  them,  ^Yhere  they  well  knew  that  a{ 
word,  or  even  a  look,  of  offence  would  be  met  by  an 
instant  as  well  as  an  awful  puniski^nt,  he  walked  , 
apart  with  Wilder,  of  whom  he  dei^||ded  an  expla- 
nation of  what  had  passed. 

Whatever  mi^t  have  been  the  natural  tendency 
of  our  adventurer  to  mercy,  he  had  not  been  educar^ 
ted  on  the  sea  to  look  with  lenity  on  the  crime  oi  . 
mutiny.     Had  his  recent  escape  from  the  wreck  of 
the  Bristol  trader  been  already  banished  frooi  his . 
m;nd,  the  impressions  of  a  whole  life  still  remained, 
to  teach  the  necessity  of  keeping  tight  those' cords  , 
which  experience  has  so  often  proved  are  absoliitelj 
necessary  to  quell  such  turbulent  bands,  whew,  ipe 
moved  from  tne  pale  of  society,  the, influence  c^ 
woman,  and  when  excited  by  the  constant  collision  ^ 
of  tempers  rqdely  provoked,  and  equally  dispose^ J 
to   violence.      Though   he  "set  down    naught  in 
malice,"  it  is  certain  that  he  did  "  nothing  extenuate,'' 
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rt^tt^ccbtihf  he  ?etidei-ed.     T*he  whole  "of  the  facts 
^ferfe  IMS  hefoi-e  the  Rcrv^er  in  the  direct^  urivarnish- 
-  ed  laqguage  of  truth. 

*  '^'  One  cannot  keep  these  fellows  to  their  dlitj  by 
rtffeadhihg,"  rettfrhed  the  irregular  chief,  whetn  the 
fsithfer  had  dbnie.  *«  We  have  no  '*fexequtibn  Dock^ 
for  bui^  defihqpdehtk,  no  '  yellow  flag'  for  fleets  to  ^aze 
it^  no  gray6  khd  wise-looking  court^o  thumb  a  book 
clrtWo,  and  end  fey  isaying,  *Hang  hirti.''— T^he  ras- 
ekh'kn^w  my  cjyfe'was  off  theiru  dnce  before,  they 
iurded  thy  yeslsd  into  a  living  evidence  of  that  pas- 
^^ge  in  the  Testament  Ivhich  teaches  humility  to  all, 
tfy  teHitig  us,  *  that  the  last  shall  be  first,  and  the  first 
ladt.^  1  found  a  dozen  roundabouts  drinking  and 
fnaking  free  with  the  liquors  of  the  cabin,  and  all 
the  bficers  priisoners  forward— a  staite  of  thrngs,  as 
fbu  wiB  kilo w,  a  little  siibverlsive  of  decency  as 
t^cJfl  as  tf^OTutifi  r* 

^*  I  anil  kixia:^ed  you  should  have  succeedeii  in  re- 
It6r?ng  affsiipiine  r         /^ 

**  I  got, among  them  single-handed,  and  with  no 
4f&ie!r  aid  tfian  a  boat  from  the  shore  ;  but  I  ask  no 
G^Bi^e  ^han  a  place  for  my  foot,  and  room  fpr  kn 
at<n,  tolceep  a  thodsand  such  ispints  in  order,  Novir 
ffiey  fcWw  me,  it  is  rare  we  misunderstand  eacfi 
Other.V    ;  - 

;'*j^Yyutfitiitliave  punished  severely  !'^ 

*^  Th^re  i^as  justice  done.— Mr  Wilder,  I  fear  you 
find  our  service  a  little  irregular;  but  a  mont^i  of  ex 
perienfce  Mrjil  put  you  on  a  level  with  "us,  and  ranpve 
all  danger  of  such  another  scene."  As  the  Rover 
t^bkie,  h^  ftced  his  recriiit,  with  a  countenance  that 
ctadekvoUJred  to  be  cheerful,  but  whose  gaiety  coulfl 
Ibi^ci  itself  no  further  than  a  frightful  smile.  "  Come,V 
he  quickly  Ridded,  "this  time,  I  set  the  mischief 
atbbt  myself;  and,  as  you  see  we  are  completely 
masters,  we  may  afford  to  be  lenient.  Besides,' V  he 
continued,  glancing  his  eyes  towards  the  place  )Ybere 
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Mrs  Wjrllya  and  Gerifude  stUl  remained  i^iib^.l^ 
pense,  awaiting  his  decision,  "it  may  befell  to  f^r 
suit  the  sex  of  our  guests  at  such  a  moment.** 

Then^  leaving  his  subordipate,  the  Rover  advanc- 
ed to  the.centre  of  the  quarter-deck^ whither  he  iBa»! 
mediately  summoned  the  principal  ofienders.  The 
men  listened  to  his  rebukes,  wnich  were  not  alto^ 
gether  free  fron^admonitory  warnings  of  what  might 
be  the  consequences  of  a  similar  transgression,  B^e 
creatures  who  stood  in  presence  of  a.  being  pf  a  na- 
ture superior  to  their  own.  Though  he  spqke  in  hi* 
uSual  quiet  tone,  the  ipwest  of  liis  syllabjes  went 
into  the  ears  of  the  most  distant  of  the  crew  tani 
when  his  brief  lesson  was  ended,  the  men  s^ood  be* 
fore  him  not  only  like  delinquents  vvht;^  had,  been  re- 
proved though  pardoned,  but  with  the  air  of  cnmi- 
nalS'Who  were  as  much  condemned  by  jflwir,  o^^n 
consciousness  as  by  the  general  voice.  Amoiigtbc^ 
all  was  only  one  seaman  who,  per^iaps  iiroqri  jp^t  ser- 
vice, was  emboldened  to  venture  a  syllabfe  in  Jus 
own  justification.  ; 

"As  for  the  matter  with  the  marinei>''li^  P9i^ 
"your  Honour  kno^s  there  is  little  love  between  iisu 
though  certain  it  is  a  quarter-deck  is  np  place  to  set- 
tle our  begrudgings ;  but,  as  to  t^ie  gentleman  wha 
has  seen  fit  to  step  into  the  jhoes  of"- 

"  It  is  my  pleasure  that  he  should  remaMi  tli^re,** 
hastily  ii^errupted  his  Comniander.  "  Ot  Jiisiofterit 
I  alone  can  judge." 

"  Well,  weH,  since  it  is  your  pleasure,  sir,  whj^ 
no  man  can  dispute  it.  But  no  account  has  be^)^ 
rendered  of  the  Bristot-man,  and  great  ezpiects(iioi)^: 
were  had  aboard  here  from  that  very  ship,  nP<f^ 
Honour  is  a'reasonable  gentleman,  and  will  not  b^^ 
surprised  that  people,  who  are^oh  ftle  look-p^t"  foi^l 
an  outward-bound  West-Indiaman,  shoujd  be  un:^iK 
ling  to  take  up  with  a  battered  and  empty  lanhcb,i^>' 
her  stead."  > 


Vdu  MiW  ihfe  cbnditibn  6f  hrs  ship  wii^  yottr  bwit 
^yeJ^v^w^  .^fcw^  1^  thfe  seamVh  i;i^ho  has  'm)%  oh 
^oike  ^yii  day,  b^ft  compelled  to  aArnit  that  his  ait 
Is  nothings  whcJn  ^  efetnents  aire  agkihsl  him  ?  Who 
^av^d  this  ship,  in  ^^  Veijr  gust  that  Bds  robbed  us 
of  our  prize  ?  Was  it  your  skill  ?  o^  #iAs  it  that  of  k 
fcan  Wto  Ms  ^%en  ddnife^^  it  before,  and  whb  ttiay  one. 
day  leave  you  to  your  is^orance  to  manage  your  own 
intefest^  1  It  is  eifmu^  f^tt  I  belt^ve  him  feithfuL 
^et^  ik  fto  trin^  t6  fcdhvitic'e  yoiir  ddlne^  of  th^ 
pr^pirietyof  all  that's  done.  Away,  afnd  send  ihi^ 
the  two  tnfeh  who  ^6  ilobly  stepped  between  thfefr 
officer  and  tiiutiny.'** 

Then  canate  f*id,  followed  by  tlie  negro,  rolling 
alofi^  the  deck,  and  thuhibihghis  hat  with  one  hand^ 
ii^hile  the  oHier  sought  ail  a^wkward  tdttesA  in  a  part 
of  his  vestments. 

**Vou  have  done  well,  toy  lad;  f6\i  and  your 
ftiessmate"*'-^— 

**  No  Trt^ssmate^  yo^r  Honotir^  seeing  that  he  is  a 
eig^r,**  interrupted  Fid.  *^  The  ^fiap  messes  with 
the  other  bM<jks,  but  we  take  a  piffl^  the  can,  tio-^ 
and  then, in  company."  ^      .",  . 

**  Your  friend,  then,  if  you  prefer  that  terth.'" 
i  **  Ay,  aj%  sir ;  we  are  friendly  enou^  at  odd  times, 
though  a  breeze  often  springs  up  betvi'e^n  us.  Guinea 

has  a  i d  awkward  fashion  of  Idfflng  up  in  hi 

tfeilk;  and  your  Honour  knows  it  isti't  always  com- 
fortable to  a  wlute  man  to  be  driven  to  leeWard  hf 
a  blacte  I  t<^l  him  it  is  ittcoftvenient.  tie  is  a  good 
Enough  fellow  in  the  main,  howsomever,  sir ;  and, 
as  he  is  just  an  African  bred  and  born,  I  hbpe  yoii'lP 
fte  good  enough  to  overlook  hi^  Httle  faifings.'" 

«  Wei^  I  otherwise  dispb^,"  retd^ed  the  R6re¥,' 
•"  his  steadiness  and  AtVti^f  iiiM:^  Wiiitfd  jildiA  iH 


Tf  ^     7l».  w^^Mnaa^ 


.  M  Ye§,  yes,  ^r^  he  is  ^^sfu^i^^^^^jm^f^^i^^  » 
more  than  I  can  ahvays  say  in  roy  Awp>f>eb|%  'P^ 
as  for  seamanship,  there  ^xe  fe^  mep  ivho  9^^  h^ 
betters ;  I  wish  your  Honoiur /wanld  t^^e  the  trouble 
to  walk  forward,  and  look  at  the  heart  he  turned  in 
the  mainstay,  no  later  than  the.  last  calm;  it  takes 
^e  strain  as  easy  as  a  siqall  ain  sits  upon  a  rich 


man's  conscience*''^ 


^^I  am  satisfied  with  your  d^^qriptioo^ ;  ypu  qiU 
him  Guinea?" 

^^  Call  him  by  any  thiAg  along,  that  coast ;  for  be  is 
i^oway  particular,  seeing  he  was  never  christenipfd, 
and  knows  nothing  at  all  of  the  bearings  and  dis* 
tances  of  religion.  His  lawful  name  is  SHp^  or  SJiipip 
Africa,  taken,  as  I  suppose,  from  the  circumstafH^ 
that  he  was  first  shippM  from  that  quarter  of  the 
world.  But,  as  respects  naipes,  the  fellow  is  as  m<^k 
as  a  lamb ;  you  may  call  him  any  thing,  provided  you 
don't  call  him  too  late  to  his  grog."  /  . 

All  this  time,  the  African  stood,  rolling  l^js  large 
dark  eyes  in  every  direction  except  towards  the 
speakers,  perfectly  consent  that  his  long-ti;ied  ship- 
mate should  serve  as  his  mterpreter.  The  spirit 
which  had,  so  recently,  been  awakened  in  the  Rover 
seemed  already  to  be  subsiding ;  Tor  the  hacig|ity 
frown,  wluch  had  ga^thered  on  his  brow,  was  dissi- 
pating in  a  look  which  bore  rather  the  cha^aqt^pof 
curiosity  than  any  fiercer  emotion. 

^'  You  have  sailed  long  in  company,  my  lads,''  be 
carelessly  continued,  addressing  his  words  toneithei 
of  them  in  particular.       : 

^^  Full  and  by,  in  many  a  gale,  and  ma^iy  a  caJj^i, 
your  Honour.  'Tis  four-and-twenty  years  tli^  last 
equinox,  Guinea,  since  master  Harry  fell  across  our 
hawse ;  and,  t]ien,  we  had  been  tc^ether  three  yearg; 
in  the  *  Thunderer,'  besides  the  run  we  nlade  round 
the  Horn,  in  the  *  S^y'  privatei^r^''  ;  ^  >  r  :  » 

"  Ah  !  you  have  b^  fpur-and-twenty  y¥MS  .^ttk 


Mt^yHMeil  lik  not  bo  i-^unurla^lfi^itt  jqu  ab^uld 
4H^t  a  y^lue  on  his  life^'^.  ;.  .--■  \ 

^^  I  should  as  so^ii  think  of  setting  a  pii<^  (m  the 
King's  crown!"  interrupt^  the  straight-going  sea- 
man. ^^  I  overiieard  the  lads,  d'*ye  see,  sir^  just  plot- 
ting to  throw  tht&  three  of  us  overboard,  and  so  we 
thought  it  time' to  say  sonoiethiDg  in  our  own  favour; 
and,  words  not  id  ways  being  at  hand,  the  black  saw 
fit  to  fill  up  the  tiu^e  with-  something  that  might  an- 
l§wer  the  turn  quite  as  welL  No,  no^  he  is  no  great 
ialker,  that  Guinea ;  nor,  for  that  matter,  can. I  say 
jnucK  in  i^y  ow»  favioNur .  in  th^s  particular ;  but^  see- 
ing that  we  clapped  a  stopper  tm,  their  movements, 
your  Honour  will  allow  that  we  did  as  well  as  if  we 
iiad  spoken  as  smartly  as.a  young  midshipman  fresh 
from  college,  who  is  always  for  hailing  a  top  in 
Latin,  you  know,  sir,  for  want  of  understanding  the 
proper  language." 

The  Rover  smiled,  and  he  glaiiced  his  eye  aside, 
apparently  in  questof  the  form  of  our  adventurer. 
Not  seeing  him  at  hand,  he  was  tempted  to  push  his 
covert  inquiries  a  little  fiorther,  though  too  much 
governed,  by  self-respect,  to  let  the  intense  curiosity 
by  which  he  was  influenced  escape  him  in  any  di- 
rect and  manifest  interrogation.  But  an  instant's  re- 
collection recalled  him  to  himself,  and  he  discardea 
the  idea  as  unworthy  of  hiis  character. 

"  Your  services  shall  not  be  forgotten.  Here  is 
golJ,"  he  said,  offering  a  han<}ful  of  the  metal  to  the 
negro,  as  the  one  nearest  his  own  person.  "  You 
will  divide  it,  like  honest  shipmates ;  and  you  may 
ever  rely  on  my  protection." 

Scipio  drew  back,  and^  with  a  motion  of  his  el- 
bow, replied, — 

*'  His  Honour  will  give  'em  masser  Harry." 

"  Your  master  Harry  has  it  of  his  own,  lad ;  he 
has  no  need  of  money." 

"  A  S'ip  no  need  'em  eider." 
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nere,  sir,"  said  Fid,  very  coolly  iiifetpodifig  his  bVHk 
hand,  said  juit  iijid<kib«f)^fe|f  poiilEMiiig^be  ofieritag; 
^  but  I  needtiH  tell  ak^  old  a  ^i^^tiiati  as  y^tir  Honoui^, 
that  Gmuea  is  no  country  to  sip^pe  down  the  s^ams 
of  a  man^s  behaviour  ii».  Howsoitieveir,  I  can  say 
this  much  for  him,  whkh  is,  that  he  thanks  your 
Honour  just  As  heartffy  as  if  vOQ  had^ven  him  twic^ 
the  sbm.  >  Mkke  a  b^^w  to  hid  Honour,  fody,  and  do 
some  credit  to  the  combatty  yoU  have  kept  And 
now,  since  this  little  dmitnlty  about  the  motoey  i^ 
gotten  bver,  by  my  pres^nee  of  inrnd,  tvitii  yoCilr 
Honottr^s  lesn^  1^1  lUst  step  aloft,  and  cast  K>iose 
the  lashings  of  Uiat  nit  of  a  taitor  on  the  larboard 
fore-yard-arih.  The  chap  was  never  made  fbr  a  top- 
man,  as  you  may  see,  sir,  by  the  fdshion  ip  which  he 
crosses  his  lower  stanchions.  That  fellow  will  make 
a  carrick  bend  with  his  legs  as  easily  as  I  could  dd 
^he  same  with  a  yarn  of  white  line !'' 

The  Rover  signed  for  iiim  to  retire  ;  and,  turning 
where  he  stbod,  he  foudd  hiitis^lf  confronted  by 
Wilder.  The  eyes  of  liie  cottfederates  met ;  and  a 
slight  colour  bespokfe  the  consciousness  of  the  for- 
Aher,  Regaining  his  sdf-possession  on  tht  instant, 
however,  he  smilingly  alluded  to  the  character  of 
Fid ;  and  thdn,  with  an  air  of  authority,  he  directed 
his  lieutenant  t<>  have  the  "retreat  from  quarters'' 
beat. 

The  guns  were  secured,  the  stoppers  loosened, 
the  magazine  closed)  the  ports  lashed,  and  t^e  crew 
withdrew  to  tbeir  several  ordinary  duties,  Hkie  men 
whose  violence  had  been  completely  subdued  by  the 
triuniphant  influence  of  a  master  spirit.  The  Iwver 
then  disappeared  from  the  deck,  which,  for  a  tknd 
was  kft  to  tlie  care  of  an  officer  of  the  piroperto 
tibn. 
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CHAPtER  V. 

TiOEr.    **  *Xi»  in  the  malice  of  mankind^  thttt  he  that  adnsei  as; 
not  to  have  us  thrive  in  our  mystery.** — Timcn  of  Athens. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  that  day,  no  change 
occurred  in  the  weather.  The  sleeping  ocean  lay 
like  a  waving  and  glittering  mirror,  smooth  and  pol- 
ished on  its  surface,  though,  as  usual,  the  long  rising 
a^nd  falling  of  a  heavy  ground-swell  announced  the 
commotion  that  was  in  action  within  some  distant 
horizon.  From  the  time  that  he  left  the  deck,  until 
the  Sim  laved  its  burnished  orb  in  the  sea,  the  indi- 
vidual, who  so  well  knew  how  to  keep  alive  his  au- 
thority among  the  untamed  tempers  that  he  governed, 
ivas  seen  no  more.'  Satisfied  with  his  victory,  he  no 
longer  seemed  to  apprehend  that  it  wa^  possible  any 
should  be  bold  enough  to  dare  to  plot  the  overthrow 

Sfriis  power.  This  apparent  confidence  in  himself 
iil  not  fail  to  impress  his  people  favourably.  As  np 
neglect  of  duty  was  overlooked,  nor  any  offence  Ief( 
to  go  unpunished,  an  eye,  that  was  not  seen,  was  be- 
lieved by  the  crew  to  be  ever  on  thenri,  and  a^n  invisi- 
ble hand  was  thought  to  be  at  all  times  uplifted,  ready 
to  strike  or  to  reward.  It  was  by  a  similar  systena 
of  enei^  in  moments  of  need,  and  of  forbearance 
when  authority  was  irksome,  that  this  extraordinary 
man  had  so  long  succeeded,  as  well  in  keeping  dowa 
domestic  treason,  as  in  eluding  .the  utmost  address 
ind  industry  of  his  open  enemies. 

When  the  watch  was  set  for  the  night,  however, 
and  the  ship  lay  in  the  customary  silence  of  the  hour, 
the  form  of  the  Rover  was  again  seen  walking  swiftly 
to  and  fro  across  the  poop^of  which  he  was  now  the 
solitary  occupant.  The  vessel  had  drifted  in  the 
stream  of  the  Gulf  so  far  to  the  northward,  that  the 
little  niound  of  blue  had  long  sunk  below  the  edge 
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of  the  ocean ;  and  she  was  again  surrounded,  so  bi 
as  human  eye  might  aeejbyapf  interpiinahle  world 
of  water.  As  not  a  breath  of  air  was  stirring,  the 
ftails  had  been  handed,  the iall  and naked  6pars  rear- 
ing themselves,  in  the  gloom  df  the  evening,  lite 
those  of  a  ship  which  rested  at  her  anchors.  In  short, 
it  was  one  of  those  hours  of  entire  rejpose  that  the 
elements  occaisionally  grant  to  such  adventurers  a^ 
trust  their  fortunes  to  tne  capricious  governmeot  dt 
the  treacherous  and  unstable  winds. 

Even  the  men,  whose  duty  it  was  to  be  on  the  alert, 
were  emboldened,  by  the  general  tranquillity,  to  be- 
bome  careless  on  theix  watch,  and  to  cast  their  pei^ 
sons  between  the  guns,  or  on  different  portions  of  (he 
vessel,  seeking  thiat  rest  which  the  forms  ofdistipline 
and  good  order  prohibited  ihevti  from  enjoykig  in 
their  hammocks.  Here  and  there,  indeed,  the  heiaid 
of  a  drowsy  officer  wias  seen  nodding  with  &e  laz^ 
heaving  of  the  ship^  as  he  leaned  againstthe  bulwarks, 
or  rested  his  person  on  the  carriage  of  ^ome  gun  i^ikt 
was  placed  beyond  the  sacred  limits  of  the  xjuarter- 
deck.  One  form  alone  stood  erect,  vigilant,  and  evi- 
dehfiy  toaintkinirtg  a  wiatchful  eye  over  the  whole : 
This  \vas  Wilder,  whose  turn  tp  keep  the  d^ck  had 
again  arrived,  in  the  regular  diVision  of  the  Service 
6f  the  officers. 

For  two  hours,  not  the  slightest  cpmnfiunication 
occurred  between  the  Rover  and  his  lieutenant 
Both  rather  avoided  than  sought  the  intercourse ;  for 
feach  had'his  own  secret  sources  of  sferiods  mecUts^^iin. 
At  the  end  of  that  period  of  silence,  the  fo^riier  stpp- 
ped  short  in  his  walk^  ^nd  looked  Torig  and  steadily 
at  the  still  motionlesd^ figure  on  the  deck  betieath  hinv! 

"  Mr  Wilder,^'  he  ait  length  said,  "  the  air  is  fresher 
on  this  poop,  and  more  free  frorn  the  iriipurities^of 
the  vessel :  Will  yon  ascend  t^ 

The  other  complied ;  and,  for  several  nnind^i^ 
ftvey  walked  silently,  and  with  even  Steps,  to^etfe^K 
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as,  neaqnei)  aire  wont  to  oioye  in  th^honrs  of  deeqpi' 
nigTit. 

**We  had  a .  troublesome  morning^  Wilder,"  the 
Rover  resumed,  unconsciously  betraying  the  subject 
of  his  thoughts,  and  speaking  alysraya  in  a  voice  so 
guarded,  that  no  ears,  but  bis  to  whom  he  addressed 
imself,  might  embrace  the  sound :  "  Were  you  ever 
so  near  that  pretty  precipice,  a  mutiny,  before  ?" 

"The  man  who  is  hit  is  nigber  to  danger  than  he 
who  feels  the  wind  of  the  ball," 

"  Ah !  you  have  then  been  bearded  in  your  ship  I , 
Give  yourself  no  uneasiness  on  account  of  the  per- 
sonal animosity  which  a  few  of  the  fellows  saw  fit 
to  manifest  against  yourself.     I  am  acquainted  with 
their  most  secret  thoughts,  as  you  shall  shortly  know." 

"  1  confess,  that,  in  your  place,  I  should  sleep,  on  a^ 
thorny  pillow,  with  such  evidences  of  the  temper  of 
my  men  before  my  mind,     A  few  hoi|irs  of  disorder 
might  deliver  the  vessel,  on  any  day,  into  the  hands 
of  the  Government,  and  your  own  life  to  " 

"  The  executioner !  Artd  why  not  yours  ?"  demand- 
ed the  Rover,  so  quickly,  as  to  give,  in  a  slight  de- 
gree, an  air  of  distrust  to  his  manner.  "  But  the  eye. 
that  has  often  seen  battles  seldom  winks.  Mine  has 
too  often,  and  too  steadily,  looked  danger  in  the  face, 
to  be  alarmed  at  the  sight  of  a  King^s  pennant  Be- 
sides, it  is  noi  nsual  for  us  to  be  m^ch  on  this  ticklish 
coast;  the  i.sl^ods,  and  the  Spanish  Main,  are  less 
dangerous  crui^iDg  grounds." 

"And  yet  have  you  ventured  here  at  a  time  when 
success  against  the  enemy  has  given  the  Adipiral  leis- 
ure to  employ  a  powerful  force  in  your  pursuit*" 

"  1  had  a  reason  for  it  It  is  not  always  easy  to 
separate  the  Commander  from  the  man.  If  I  have 
temporarily  forgotten  the  obligations  of  the  former, 
in  the  wishes  of  the  latter,  so  far,  at  least,  harm  has 
not  come  of  it  I  may  have  tired  of  chasing  your  in- 
dolent Don,  and  of  driving  guarda  costas  into  port  , 
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This  life  of  ours  is  fiiH  of  ^xciteinent  which  Ilovel 
to  me,  there  is  interest  even  in  a  mutitiy  !"  7 

"  1  like  not  treason.  In  this  particular,  I  confess 
myself  like  the  boor  who  loses  hjis  resolution  in  the' 
dark.  While  the  enemy  is  in  view,  I  hope  you  will 
find  me  true  as  othejr  men ;  but  sleeping  over  a  mine 
IS  riot  an  amusement  to  my  taste." 

"  So  much  for  want  of  practice  !     Hazard  is  haz- 
ard, come  in  what  shape  it  may;  and  the  human 
inind  can  as  readily  be  taught  to  be  indifferent  to  se- 
cret machinations  as  to  open  risk.     Hush!    Struck, 
the  bell  six,  or  seven  ?" 

"  Seven.  You  see  the  tnen  slumber,  as  before.  In- 
stinct would  wake  them,  were  their  hour  at  hand.'*' 

"  'Tis  well.     I  feared  the  time  had  passed.     Yes, 
Wilder,  I  love  suspense;  it  keeps  the  faculties  from, 
dying,  and  throws  a  man" upon  the  better  principles, 
of  his  nature.   Perhaps  I  owe  it  to  a  wayward  spurt, 
but,  to  me,  there  is  enjoyment  in  an  adverse  wind." 

"  And,  in  a  calm  ?" 

"Calms  may  have  their  charms   for  your  quiet 
spirits ;  but  in  them  there  is  nothing  to  be  overcome. 
One  cannot  stir  the  elements,  though  one  may  coun-*, 
teract  their  workings," 

"  You  have  not  cutered  on  this  trade  of  yours  " — 

"  Yours !" 

**  i  might,  now, *have,  said  'of  ours,'  since  T  too 
have  become  a  Rover."  •        • 

"You  are  still  in  your  noviciate,"  resumed  the 
other,  whose  quick  mind  had  already  passed  the  point 
at  which  the  conversation  had  arnved ;  "and  high 
enjoynftent  had  I  in  being  the  one  who  shrived  you. in 
your  wishes.  You  manifested  a  skill  in  playing  round 
your  subject,  without  touching  it,  which  gives  me, 
hopes  of  an  apt  scholar." 

"  But  no  penitent,  I  tVust." 

"  That  as  it  may  be ;  we  are  all  liable  to  our  mo^ 
ments  of  weakness,  when  we  look  on  life  as  book 
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Tx>en  pai&t  it:,  and  tfaiDk;  of  being  probatioi^iis  where 
we  are  put  to  ^jpy.  Yes^  I  angled  for  yoa  as  the 
fislierrp^  P^ays  with  the  trout  Nor  did  I  overlook 
the  danger  of  deception.  Y<hi  were  feithful  oa  the  , 
whole ;  though  I  protest  against  your  ever  again  act*  ; 
iog  so  muc^  a^in^t  my  interests  as  to  intiig^ie  to  ke^p 
the  game  frpoi  coming  to  mj  pet"  .  _ 

"When,  and  bow,  have  I  done  this?  You  have 
yourself  admitted  "     '  ■ 

. "  That  the  '  Royal  Caroline '  was  prettily  handled,- 
and  wrecked  by  the  will  of  Heaven.     I  spe^  of  ^ 
nobler  quarries,  now,  than  such  as  any  hawk  may  fly^ 
at     Are  you  a  woman-hater,  that  you  would  fain 
have  fnghtened  the  noble-minded  woraafi,  and  the  : 
swe^  giTl,>  wbo  are  beneath  our  feet  at  this  minute, 
from  enjoying  the  high  privilege  of  your  company?^' , 

".  Was  it  treacherous,  to  wish  to  save  a#oman  from 
a  fate  like vthat,  for  instance,  which  hu^g  over  th^m 
both  this  very  day  ?  For,  while  yoyr  auSiority  exists 
in  this  ship,  I  do  not  think  there  can  be  dai^er,  even 
to  her  Who  is  so  lovely." 

"  By  heavens,  Wilder,  you  do  me  no  more  than 
justice.     iBefore  harm  should  come  to  that  fair  inno- 
cent, with  this  hand  would  1  put  the  match  into  the- 
magazine^  and  send  her,  all  spotless  as  she  is,  to  the 
place  from  which  she  seems  to  have  fallen." 

Our  adventurer  listened  greedily  to  these  words, 
though  he  little  liked  the  strong  language  of  admira- 
tion with  which  the  Rover  was  pleased  to  clothe  his 
generous  sentiment. 

"  How^knew  you  of  my  wish  to  serve  them  ?"  he 
demanded,  after  a  pause,  which  neither  seemed  in 
any  hurry  to  break. 

"  Could  I  mistake  your  language  ?  1  thougjit  it 
plain  enough  when  spoken."  . 

"  Spoken  !"  exclaimed  Wilder,  in  surprise.  "  Per- , 

haps  part  of  my  confession  was  then  made  when  I 

feast  believed  it." 
VuL.  ru  H 
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The  Rov^r  did  not  answer ;  but  his  <:om))ahH8f' 
8dw,  by  the  meaning  smile  which  played  about  bil; 
lip,  that  he  had  been  the  dupe  of  ail  atidacious  ai)d* 
completely  si|c<iessful  masquerade.  Startled,  perhaps^' 
at  discovering  how  intricate  were  the  toils  into' 
which  he  had  rushed,  and  possibly  vexed  at  being  so 
thoroughly  over-reached,  he  made  several  turns 
across  the  deck  before  he  again  spoke. 

"I  confess  myself  deceived,"  he  at  length  said,' 
"and  h«iricefdrth  1  shall  submit  to  you  as  a  master 
from  whom  one  may  learn,  but  who  can  never  be 
surpassed.  The  landlord  of  the  *  Foul  Anchor,'  at 
least,  acted  in  his  proper  person,  whoever  mi^t  have 
been  the  aged  seaman  ?" 

"  Honest  Joe  Joram  !  An  useful  man  to  a  distress- 
eel  mariner,  you  must  allow.     How  liked  you  the' 
Newport  pilm  ?" 

"  Was  he  an-  agent  too  ?'' 

"  For  the  job  merely,  I  trust  such  knaves  no  fur- 
ther than  their  own  eyes  can  see.  But,  hist  I  Heard 
you  nothing  ?"  ^ 

"  1  thought  a  rope  had  fallen  in  the  water.'' 

"  Ay,  it  is  so.  Now  you  shall  find  how  thoroughly 
I  ov^look  these  turbulent  gentlemen." 

The  Rover  then  cut  short  the  dialogue,  which  was 
growing  deeply  interesting  to  his  companion,  and 
moved,  with  a  light  step,  to  the  stern,  ov€Ji*\vhich  he 
hung,  for  a  few  moments,  by  himself,  like  a  man  who 
found  a  pleasure  in  gazingat  the  dark  surface  of  th6' 
sea.  But  a  slight  noise,  like  that  produced  by  agitated 
ropes,  caught  the  ear  of  his  companion,  who  instant- 
ly placed  himself  at  the  side  of  his  Commander, 
where  he  did  not  wait  long  without  gaining  another 
proofc  of  the  manner  in  which  he,  as  well  as  all  the 
rest  of  the  crew,  were  circumvented  by  the  devices 
of  their  leader.  *  '  . 

A  man  was  guard-edly,  and,  from  liis  Situation,  with:, 
some  difficulty,  moving  round  the  quarter  of  the  ship; ' 
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i>y  the  aid  of  the  ropes  and  mouHitigs,  whkh  aS>rd'» 
ed  him  sufficient  means  to  effect  his  object.  He, 
however,  soon  reached  a  stern  ladder,  where  he 
stood  suspended,  and  evidently  endeavouring  to  dis-< 
G0r» 'which  of  the  twa  forms,  that  were  Overboldng 
1^  proceedings,,  was  that  of  the  indmdual  he  sought. 

"  Are  you  there,  Davis  ?"'  said  the  Rover,  in  a 
voice  but  HUle  above  a  whisper,  first  laying  his  hand 
Hgj^tly  on  Wilder,  as  though  he  would  tell  him  to 
attend.     *M  fear  you  have  been  seen  or  heard."       *  ^ 

"No  fear  of  that,  your  Honour,     I  got  out  at  tMf 

port  by  the  cabin  bulkhead;  and  the after^jird  are 

,all  «vs  sound  asleep  as  if  they  had  the  watijh  helow.** 

"  It  is  well.  What  news  bring  you  from  the 
people?" 

*4  Lord !  your  Honour  may  tell  them  to  go  to 
church,  and  the  stoutest  sea-dog  of  them  all  wouldnH 
dare  to  say  he  had  forgotten  his  prayers." 

"  You  think  them  in  a  better  temper  than  they 
were?"  . 

*Vl  know  it,  sir :  Not  but  what  the  will  to  work 
mischief  is  to  be  found  in  two  or  three  of  the  men  ; 
l^ul;  they  dare  not  trust  each  o^er.  Your  Honour 
has  such  winning  ways  with  you,  that  one  never 
knows  when  he  is  on  safe  grounds  in  setting  up  to 
he  master." 

"  Ay,  this  is  ever  the  way  with  your  disorganizers," 
muttered  the  Rover,  just  loud  enough  to  be  heard  by 
Wilder,  "  A  little  more  honesty,  than  they  possess, 
is  just  wanted,  in  order  that  each  may  enjoy  the 
faith  of  his  neighbour.  And  how  did  the  fellows  re- 
ceive the  lenity  ?  Did  1  well  ?  or  must  Uie  morning 
hring  its  punishment?" 

"It  is  better  as  it  stands^^ir.  The  people  knfdW' 
whose  memory  is  good,  and  they  talk  already  of  the 
dani^er  of  adding  another  reckoning  to  this  they  feel 
certain  you  have  not  forgotten.  There  is  the  captain 
of  the  forecastle,  who  is  a  little  bitter,  as  usual,  and 
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the  utior^  so  JQst  now>  op  accofiDt  f)f  the  kti^€k-«£io^ 
be  got  from  Uie  fist  of  the  black."  ;"* 

"  Ay,  he  is  ever  troubleBonae ;  a  settling  day  Hiosti 
cpoae  at  last  with  the  ro^ue." 

^^  It  will  be  a  small  matter  to  expehd  him  in  bout* 
service,  sir;  and  the  ship^s  company  will  be  aH  the 
better  for  his  ahsencei" 

"  Wellj  well;  no  more  of  him,"  interrupted  th^ 
Rover,  a  little  impati>ently,  aa  if  be  liked- not  that 
liis  compaak)n  shook!  look  too  deeply  intd  the  poKcy 
^'  his  government,  so  early  in  his  initiaticm.  ^^  t  will 
see  to  him.  If  I  mistake  not,  fellow,  yon  over-acted 
your  own  part  torday,  and  were^a  little  too  foirward 
in  leading  on  the  trouble." 

"  I  hope  your  Honour  will  remember  that  th^ 
crew  had  been  piped  to  mischief;  besides,  there 
could  be  no  great  harm  in  washing  the  powder  otf 
a  few  marine^."  » 

'•^  Ay,  but  you  pressed  the  point  aftei*  your  officer 
had  seen  fit  to  interfere.  Be  wary  in  future,  lest  yotf 
make  the  acting  too  true  to  nature,  and  yoii  get  ap- 
plauded in  a  manner  ^mte  as  well  performed." 

The  fellow  promised  caution  said  amendment ;  aliil 
then  he  was  dismissed,  with  his  reward  in  gold,  and^ 
with  an  injunction  to  be  secret  in  his  return;  So 
soon  as  the  interview  was  ended,  the  Rover  and 
Wilder  resumed  their  walk ;  the  former  having  made 
sure  that  no  evesdropper  had  been  at 'hand  to  steal 
mto  his  mysterious  connexion  with  the  spy,  Tbd 
silence  was  ^gain  long,  thoughtful,  and  deep. 

''Good  ears"  (recommenced  the  Rover)  **  are' 
nearly  as  important,  in  a  ship  like  this,  as  ei  stodt 
heart  The  rogues  forward  must  not  be  permitted 
tiUKat  of  the  fruit  of  knowledge,  lest  we,  who  are  in 
the  cabins,  die." 

V  This  is  a,  perilous  service  in  which  we  are  em* 
barkedy"  observed  his  companion.^  by  a  sort  of  in 
voluntary  exposure  of  hi^  secret  thoughts. 
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■  Tbevftbter  remained  silent,  nnaking  many  turni 
across  the  deck,  before  he  again  opened  bis  lips. 
Whien  he  spoke,  it  was  in  a  voice  so  bland  and  gen- 
tle, that  his  words  soanded  more  like  the  admonitory 
tones  of  a  considerate  friend,  than  like  the  language 
of  a  man  v(^  had  long  been  associated  with  a  set 
of  beings  so  rude  and  unprincipled  as  those  with 
whom  he  was  now  seen. 

"  You  are  still  on  the  threshold  of  your  life,  Mr 
Wilder,"  he  said,  "  and  it  is  ajl  before  you  to  choose 
the  path  on  which  you  will  go.  As  yet^  you  have 
been  present  at  no  violation  of  what  the  world  calls 
its  laws ;  nor  is  it  too  late  to  §ay  you  never  will  be. 
I  may  have  been  selfish  in  my  wish  to  gain  you  ;  but 
try  me ;  and  you  will  find  that  self,  though  often  ac- 
tive, cannot,  nor  does  not,  long  hold  its  dominion 
over  my  mind.  Say  but  the  word,  and  you  are  free ; 
it  is  easy  to  destroy  the  little  evidence  which  exists 
of  your  having  made  one  of  my  crew.  The  land  is 
not  far  beyond  that  streak  of  fading  light ;  before  to- 
morrow's sun  shall  set,  your  foot  may  tread  it." 

"  Then,  why  not  both  ?  If  this  irreenlar  life  be 
evil  for  me,  it  is  the  same  for  you.  Coiild  I  hope" — 

"What  would  you  say?"  calmly  demanded  the 
Rover,  after  waiting  sufficiently  long  to  be  sure  his 
companion  hesitated  to  continue.  "  Speak  freely ; 
your  words  are  for  the  ears  of  a  friend." 

"  Then,  as  a  friend  will  I  unbosom  myself.  You 
say,  the  land  is  here  in  the  west.  It  would  be  easy 
for  you  and  I,  men  nurtured  on  the  sea,  to  lower 
this  boat  into  the  water ;  and,  profiting  by  the  dark 
ness,  long  ere  our  absence  could  be  known,  we 
should  be  lost  to  the  eye  of  any  who  might  seek  us." 

"  Whither  would  you  steer  ?" 

"  To  the  shores  of  America,  where  shelter  and 

peace  might  be  found  in  a  thousand  secret  places." 

"  Would  you  have  a  man,  who  has  so  long  lived  a 
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fmnpe  among  bis  folio werf^beQQo^  ^^f^tE%^  ^ 
iiid  of  strangers?"  v  ,;      rr  >'T!:»x 

"  But  you  nave  gold.  Are  we  not  mastens  her^Jf 
TVho  is  there  that  might  dare  even  tp  watch  oar 
Eftovements,  until  we  were  pleased  ourselves  to  throw 
off  the  authority  with  which  we  are  c|(>thed7  Ere 
the  middle  watch  was  set,  all  might  be  done." 

"  Alone  !  Would  you  go  alone  ?" 

"No — not  entirely — that  is — it  would  scarcely 
become  us,  as  men,  to  desert  the  females  to  the  bru- 
tal power  of  those  we  should  leave  behind.." 

"And  would  it  become  us^  as  men,  to  desert  those 
who  put  faith  in  our  fidelity?  Mr  Wilder*  your  pro- 
posal would  make  me  a  villain !  Lawleas,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  world,  have  I  long  been  ;  but  a  trai- 
tor to  my  faith  and  plighted  word, never]  The  hour 
'may  come  when  the  beings  whose  world  is  in  this 
ship  shall  part;  but  the  separation  must  be  ppeii, 
voluntary,  and  manly.  You  never  knew  what  drew 
me  into  the  haunts  of  man,  when  we  firstmet  iD,t^ 
town  of  Boston  ?"  -   * 

"  Never,"  returned  Wilder,  ip  a  tone  of  deep  .dis- 
appointment. - 

"  Listen,  and  you  shall  hear.  A  sturdy  follower  had 
fallen  into  ,the  hands  of  the  niinions  of  the  law.  It 
was  necessary  to  save  him.  He  was  a  man  I  litfle 
loved,  but  he  was  one  who  had  ever  been  honest, 
after  his  opinions.  I  could  not  desert  the  victun ; 
nor  could  any  but  I  effect  his  escape.  Gold  and  ar^ 
tifice  succeeded  ;  and  the  fellow  is  now  here,  to  shig 
the  praises  of  his  Commander  to  the  crew.  Could 
I  forfeit  a  good  name,  obtained  at  so  rpuch  hazard  ?" 

"  You  would  forfeit  the  good  opinions  of  knaves, 
to  gain  a  reputation  among  those  whose  commeofla- 
tions  are  an  honour." 

"  I  know  not.  You  little  understand  the  nature 
of  man,  if  you  are  now  to  leajn  that  he  ha^  pi^fi  in 
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toaiil^iDing  a  ^reputation  for  .fsiren  vke,  Vfh&i  b^  ks^ 
.onc^  purchased  Doton^tjf  bj  its  exhibition.  Besi^esi, 
I  am  not  Qtt^  for  the  wprld,  as  it  is  found  among 
your  dependaat  colonists.^' 

"You  claim  your  birth,  perhaps,  in  the  mother 
icountry  V*    ^  ^  ^ 

'i  I  am  no  better  than  a  poor  provincial,  sir ;  an 
humble  satellite  of  the  mighty  sun.  You  have  seen 
my  flags,  Mr  Wilder :— but  there  was  one  wanting 
anaong  thepn  all;  ay,  and  one  which,  had  it  existed, 
it  w<?yld  have  been  my  pride,  my  glory,  to  have  up- 
held \vith  my  heart's  best  blood !" 

"  I  know  not  what  you  mean." 

."I  need  not  tell  a  seaman,  like  you,  how  many 
noble  rivers  pour  their  waters  into  the  sea  along  thi^ 
coast  of  which  we  have  beei^  speaking — how  many 
wide  and  commodious  havens  abound  there— or  how 
many  sails  whiten  the  ocean,,  that  are  inanned.  by 
men  who  first  drew  breath  on  that  apacious  and 
peaceful  soil." 

"  Surely  I  know  the  advantages  of  the  country  you 


mean."  ^ 


"  1  fear  not  P'  quickly  returned  the  Rover.  "Were 
they  known, -as  they  should  be,  by  you  and  others 
like  you,  the  flag  1  mentioned  would  soon  be  found 
in  every  sea;  nor  would  the  natives  of  our  country 
have  to  succumb  to  the  hirehngs  of  a  foreign  prince." 

"  I  wHl  not  affect  to  misunderstand  your  meaning ; 
for  I  have  known  others  as  visionary  as  yourself  in 
fancying  that  such  an  event  may  arrive." 

"  May  ! — As  certain  as  that  star  will  settle  in  the 
ocean,  or  that  day  is  to  succeed  to  night,  it  must. 
Had  that  flag  been  abroad,  Mr  Wilder^  no  man  would 
have  ever  heard  the  name  of  the  Red  Rover." 

"  The  King  has  a  service  of  his  own,  and  it  is 
open  to  all  his  subjects  alike." 

"  I  could  be  a-subject  of  a  King;  but  to  be  the 
subject  of  a  subject,  Wilder,  exceeds  the  bounds  of 
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my  poor  p^ietice.  I  wits  educated,  I  might'  mIuhmI 
have  said  bom,  in  one*of  his  vessels  {  and  hdw  often 
have  I  been  mad^  to  feel,  in  bitterness,  that  an  deean 
separated  my  birth-place  from  the  footstool  of  his 
thj-one  I  Would  you  think  it, sir?  one  of  his  Com- 
manders dared  to  couple  the  name  of  lAy  couritfjr 
with  an  epithet  I  will  not  wound  your  ear  by  re- 
peating!^ 

"  I  hope  you  taught  the  scoundrel  manners/' 

The  Kover  faced  his  companion,  and  there  was 
^  ghastly  smile  on  his  speaking  features,  as  ^he  an- 
swered,— 

"  He  never  repeated  the  offence !  'Twas  his  blood 
or  mine ;  and  dearly  did  he  pay  the  forfeit  of  his 
brutality!" 

"You  fought  like  men,  and  fortune  favoured  the 
injured  party?" 

"  We  fought,  sir. — But  I  had  dared  to  raise  my 
hand  against  a  native  of  the  holy  isle ! — It  is  enough, 
Mr  Wilder ;  the  King  rendered  a  faithful  subject  des- 
perate, and  he  has  had  reason  to  repent  it.  Enough 
for  the  present;  another  time  I  may  say  more. — Good 
night." 

Wilder  saw  the  figure  of  his  compjrnion  descend 
the  ladder  to  the  quarter-deck ;  and  then  was  he  left 
to  pursue  the  current  of  his  thoughts,  alone,  during 
the  remainder  of  a  watch  which,  to  his  impatience, 
seemed  without  an  end. 
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CHAPTER  VI.        * 

"  She  made  good  view  of  me  t  indeed  sb  mdcli, 
.    Tlitt  sttie,  metho|]^ht>'  her  ewes  had^ont  her  toDguet 
For  she  did  speak  ib  smarts,  dlBtractedly." 

7\ffetfffi  Mght. 

Though  most  of  the  crew  of  the  "Dolphin" 

l^iept,  ^ther  in  their  haimnocfes  or  among  the  guns, 

there  were  bright  and  an^xious  eyes  still  open  in  a 

different  pstrt  of  the  vessel.     The  Rsor^r  had  reliri- 

qui^hed.his  cabin  to  Mrs  Wyllys  JiAd  (Jertrude,  froih 

.  the  moment  the  j  entered  tlie  ship ;  and  we  shnfl  shift 

\iJt^  scene  ta^^hat  apartment,  (already  8«ifficiently  de- 

.^seribed  to  render  the  reader  familiar  wil^  the  objects 

it  coiitaiiied>,r^umingi)ie  action  of  the  tale  at  an 

early  part  M  the  dtficoarae  just  related  in  the  pn^ced- 

ing  chapter. 

It  will  not  be  necessary  to  dwell  ttpon  th^  feelings 
,wifli  which  ^le  female  inrfiates  of  the  vessel  had 
witnessed  the  disturbances  of  that  day ;  the  conjec- 
itores  and  sasprcions  to  which  they  gave  rise  may  be 
Apparent  ih  what  is  about  to  follow.  A  mild,  soft 
light  fell  from  the  lamp  of  wrou^t  and  massive  sil- 
ver, that  was  suspended  from  tne^pper  deck,  ob- 
hquely  upon  the  painfully  pensive-  eottnt^na^ce  of 
the  governess,  whik  a  few  of  its  Strongest  rays  light- 
ed ^e  youthful  bloom,  thongh  less  expressive  be- 
canse  less  meditative  lineaments,  of  her  companion. 
The  back-ground  was  occupied,  like  a  dark  shadow 
in  a  picture,  by  the  dusky  fSrm  of  the  slumbering 
iDassandral  At  the  moment  when  wi6  see  fit  to  lift 
ithe  cortain  on  this  qui^t  scene  <^  our  drama,  thie 
pupil  was  speaking,  seeking,  in  the  averted  eyes  of 
her  instructress,  that  answer  to  her  qnestion  which 
the  tongue  of  the  latter  appeared  reluctant  to  accord. 
"  I  repeat,  my  dearest  Madam,''  said  Gertrude 
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'^  that  the  fashion  of  these  ornaments,  no  less  timil 
their  materials,  is  extraordinary  in  a  ship.*' 

"  And  wM^t  would  you  iiifer  from  the  same  ?'* 

"  I  know  not.  Still  T  would  that  we  were  safe  io 
the  house  of  my  father.'' 

"  God  grant  it!  It  may  be  imprudent  to  he  longer 
silent. — Gertrude,  frightful,  horrible  suspicions  have 
been  engendered  in  my  mind  by  what  we  have  this 
day  witnessed;  •' 

The  cheek  af  the  maiden  blaocl^d,  and:  the  pupil 
of  her  soft  eye  contracted,  with  alaiiiif  while  she 
seemed  to  demand  an  explanatioa  with  ev^ry  dis- 
tui^bed  lineamebtfOf  her  eountenaoee^ 

/^I  h$tv«  loi^  been  familiar  with  the  usages  of' a 
.  viessel  oi  war,'*  continued  the  goyerness,  who  bad 
only  paired  in  order  to  review  the  causes  'of  her 
6usipici<>{is  in  her  own  mind:;  '^  but  never  have  I  seeii 
such  custonos  as,  each  hour,  unfofal  themselves  m 
this  vessel.'* 

'*  Of  what  do  you  suspect  her  ?" 

The  look  of  deep,  en^ossing,  matenial  an:dety, 
that  the  lovely  interrogator  received  iii;re|^ly  to  tlvs 
<]^uestionf  might  have  startled  one  whose  mind  had 
been  more  accustomed  to  muse  on  the  deprav^T  |rf 
hum^n  nature  than  the  spotless  being  who  facetted 
it;  but  to  Gerjtrude  it  conveyed  no  more  tha[n  a  gea- 
eral  and  Y9^^  sensation  of  alarm.         ^ 

"  Why  do  you  thus  regard  me^  my  gov«mess**-^«y 
mother  r*  she  exdaifmed,  bending  forward,  and  lay- 
ing a  haqd  imploringly  on  the  arm  of  the  other,  as 
if  she  would  aroiise  her  from  a  trance.  •  ' 

"  Yes,  I  will  speak?  It  is  safer  that  you  know  the 
worst,  than  that  your  innocence  should  be  liable  tD 
be  abused.  I  distrust  the  character  of  this  ship,  and 
of  all  that  belong  to  her."  i;  ;    : 

'♦  All !"  repeated  her  pupil,  gazing  fearfully,  axtd  ii 
little  wildly,  around,  .  :  i; 

"Y^)  <>f  all." 
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,**  'Eticre  may  be  wicked  and  evii-inlentioned  men 
m  his  Majesty ^s  fleet ;  but  we  are  surely  safe  from 
tbem,  skice  fear  4>f  punishment,  if  not  fear  of  dis- 
ffa^ce^  will  be  our  protector."- 

"  I  dread  lest  we  find  that  the  lawless  spirits,  who 
hfti'bour  here,  jsubmit  to  do  laws  except  those  of  thcar 
Own  enacting,  nor  acknowledge  any  authority  but 
that  which  exists  among  themselves." 

"This  would  make  ihem  pirates !" 

"  And  pirates,  I  fear,  we  shall  find  them." 
i^' Pirates?     What!  all?" 

k"  Even  all.  Where  one  is  guilty  of  such  a  crime, 
it  is  clear  that  the  associates  cannot  be  free  from^ 
sRspicion." ' 

^^  But^  dear  Madam,  we  know  that  one  among 
them,  at  least,  is  innocent;  since  be  came  with  our- 
selves, and  under  circumstances  that  will  not  admit 
of  deception."    .       . 

"  I  know  not     There  are  dilFerent  degrees  of  tnr- 

ritude,  as  there  are  different  tempers  to  commit  it  I 
fear  that  all  who  may  lay  claim  to  be  honest,  in 
this  vessel,  are  here  assembled." 

The  eyes  of  Gertrude  sunk  to  the  floor,  and  her 
lips  quivered,  partly  in  a  tremour  she  could  not  con- 
trol, and  perhaps  in  part  through  an  emotion  that 
sbe  found  inexplicable  to  herselC  ^ 

^"  Since  we  know  whence  our  late  companion 
came,"  she  said,  in  an  umfer  tone,  "  I  think  you  do 
him  wrong,  however  right  your  suspicions  may  prove 
as  to  the  rest." 

"  I  may  be  wrong  as  to  him,  hot  it  is  important 
that  we  know  the  worst.  Command  yourself,  my 
love ;  our  attendant  ascends ;  some  knowledge  of 
the  truth  may  be  gained  from  him." 

-^Mrs  Wyllys  gave  her  pupil  an  expressive  sign  to 
compose  her  features,  while  she  herself  resumed  her 
usual,  4)ensive  air,  with  a  calmness  of  mien  that 
might  have  deceived  one  far  more  practised  than  the 


0&  TAB   ftCD  •'-  M^VEtUi 


1 


bojT^  vtho  iu>w  caBde  slowly  into  the  cdbirti  Gc^tfdfle 
buried  her  ieice  in  a  part  of  her  attire,  while  ^^ 
former  addressed  the  individual  wftio  ha^  jiistientef* 
ed,  in  a  tone  equally  dfvided  het ween  land ness  a:fid 
concern. 

**  Roderick,  child,"  she  comtivenced,  **yoinr  ej^^ 
lids  a  re  getting  hea  v  j*     This  service  of  ta  shi  [if  most 
be  new  to  you  ?^'  < 

"  It  is  so  old^s  to  keep  nf>e  from  sleeping  6n  ttiy 
watch,"  coldly  returned  the  boy. 

"  A  careful  mother  would  be  better  for  one  Of 
your  years,  than  the  school  of  the  boatswain.  What 
18  your  age,  Roderick?"'  " 

"  I  have  seen  years  enough  to  be  both  w«9er  and' 
better,"  he  anSwIered,  not  without  a  shade  itf  thought 
settling  on  his  brow.    '^Another  month  will  mak^^ 
me  twenty." 
'  "  Twenty !    you  trifle  with  my  curiosityvwrrhih.'^ 

"Did  I  say  twenty,  Madam!  Fifteen  wou^d  be 
nearer  to  the  truth.", 

^'  I  believe  you  well.     And  how  many  of  those' 
years  have  you  passed  upon^  the  water?" 

"  But  two,  in  truth ;  though  I  often  thrnk  tliem 
ten;  and  yet  there  are  times  when  th€fy  seem  but  a 
day!" 

"  You  are  romantic  early,  boy.  And  h»w  Ifk€  yOtt 
me  trade  of  war?" 

''War!"  ^ 

"  Of  war.  I  speak  plainly^  do  I  not  I  Those  Who 
serve  in  a  vessel  that  Is  constructed  expressly  for 
battle,  follow  the  trade  of  war." 

"  Oh !  yes ;  war  is  certainly  oor  trade.''        ^^    ' 

"  And  have  you  yet  seen  any  of  its  horrors  T   Has  ' 
this  ship  been  in  combat  since  your  service?^* 

•'  This  ship  I" 

"  Surely  this  ship :  Have  you  ever  sailed  in  att- 
other?" 

"Never." 


vsr  nti^  Advin.  ^ 


>M  IfHfll,*)!  i^  ^f  A»s '  sftip  ithftt  one  miiit  questioi^ 
you.     Is  prize-money  plenty  among  your  crew  T* 

I  ^iiUraodailt;  they  nerer  want. ^'^ 

"  Then  tiw  veesel  and  paptain  are  both  favourites. 
The  sailor  lores  the  «hip  a^d  CoAunander  that  giV^ 
him  an  active  life." 

-'■^  iiy^lAfodam; -our  live»  are  active  bei^.  And  some 
there  are  among  us,  too,  who  love  both  ship  andf 
Commander." 

."And  have  you  mcrther,  or  friend,  to  profit  by 
your  earnings  T" 
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Struck  with  the  tone  of  stupor  with  which  the  boy 
piipoodad  to  her  queries,  the  governess  turned  her 
head, /to  read,  in  a  rapid' glancfe^  the  language  of  his 
countenance.  He  stood  in. a  sort  of  senseless  amaze- 
ment, iookifig  her  full  \n  the  fa<:e,  but  with  an  eye 
fer  too  vacant  >to  pro^e.that  he  wabs  sensible  of  th^ 
image  that  filled  it. 

•♦  Tell  me,  Roderick,"  She  continued,  careftil  nojt 
to  alarm  :his  jealoilisy  by  any  sudden  allusion  to  his 
mannj&r^  **  tell  me  of  this  hfe  of  yours.  Yo»3  find  it 
merry  ?" 

**!  I  find  it  sad." 

"  'Tis  strange.  The  young  ship-boys  are  ever 
amoiig-^«  merriest  of  mortak.  Perhaps  your  officer 
treats  you  with  severkyi" 

No  answer  was  given. 

*'  I  am  then  right :  Your  Captain  is  a  tyrant  ?" 
,  *'  You  are  wrong :  NoverKas  he  said  harsh  or  un- 
kind word  to  me." 

**  Ah !  tten  he  is  gentle  and  kind.  You  are  very*' 
ti^ppy,  Roderick." 

"  I — happy,  Madam  !'^ 

**  I  speak  plainly,  and  in  English — ^happy." 

**  Oh  !  3nes;  we  are  all  very  happy  here." 

.  ^  It  is  wjell*     A  discontented  ship  is  no  paradise 
Vol.  II.  I 
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And  yoQ  are  often  in  pbrt^  Rodeiiekt  to  Im(&  4i(e^ 

sweets  of  the  land  ?"  ^      r^'^^- 

^'  I  care  but  little  for  the  land,  Madam^  eoald  I 
only  have  friends  in  the  ship  that  iove  mc."  - 

"And  have  you  not?    Is  not  Mr  WHder  yottf 
friend?"  .     ,    ^ 

"  I  know  but  little  of  him ;  I^never  saw  him  be- 
fore"  

"  When,  Roderick  ?" 

"  Before  we  met  in  Newport" 

"In  Newport?"    .  m    . 

**  Surely  you  know  we  both  came  from  Newport, 
last.^ 

"  Ah  !  I  comprehend  you.     Then,  your  ac^pivnl^ 
ance  with  Mr  Wilder  commented  at  Newport  T  ft- 
was  while  your  ship  was  lying  off  thie  fort  f " 

"  It  was.     I  carried  him  the  order  to  fake  ccmb^  ' 
mand  of  the  Bristol  trader.    He  had  only  joined  m^ 
the  night  before."  .  :-?• 

"  So  lately !   It  was  a  young  acquaintance  indeed. 
But  I  suppose  your  Commander  knew  his  meritffl"^ 

"  It  is  so  hoped  among  the  people.     But"^ —        ' 

"  You  were  speaking,  Roderick."  -i 

"  None  here  dare  question  the  Captain  for  hl^rea- 
w^.     Even  /am  obliged  to  be  mute." 
,  >*  Even  youP'*  exclaimed  Mrs  Wyllys,  in  a  durproe 
that  for  the  moment  overcame  her  self-re^raii^  Bof 
the  thought  in  which  the  boy  was  lost  appeared  to 
prevent  his  observing  the  sudden  change  m  her  iti^fn* 
ner.  Indeed,  so  little  did  he  know  what  was  passirig, 
that  the  governess  touched  the  hand  o£  Gertrude^ 
and  silently  pointed  out  the  insensible  figure  of  the 
lad,  without  the  slightest  apprehension  ^at  the  nioi|e^^ 
ment  would  be  observed.  *  '  , 

"  What  think  you,  Roderick,"  continued  hia^nt^r- 
rogator,  "  would  he  refuse  to  answer  us  a!80?'^,>  *' 

The  boy  started ;  and,  as  conscipusness  shot  into 
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his  glance,  it  fell  upon  the  soft  andspeakiog  counte 
nance  of  Gertrude. 

''  Though  her  beauty  be  so  rare,''*  he  answered 
with  vehemence^  ^^  let  her  not  prize  it  too  highly. 
Woman  cannot  tame  his  temper!" 
-0^ ls.be  then  so  hard  of  heart?   Think  you  that  a 
<lpestion  from  thk  iair  oust  .would  be  denied  ?" 

^*  Hear  me,  Lady,"  he  said,  with  an  earnestness 
that  was  no  less  remarkable  than  the  plaintive  soft* 
Hess  of  the  tones  ia  wl^ch  he  spoke ;  ^^  I  have  seen 
more,  in  the  last  two  crowded  years  of  my  life,  than 
Hlany  youths  would  witness  between  childhood  and 
tbe  age  of  man.  This  is  no  place  for  innocence  and 
beautyi  Oh!  <|nit  the  ship,  if  you  leave  it  as  you 
C4me,  without  a  deck  to  lay  your  head  under  I" 

"  It  may  be  too  late  to  follow  such  advice,'*'  Mrs 
Wyllys  gravely  replied,  glancing  her  eye  at  the  silent 
Gertrude  as  sh^  spoke*  ^^But  tell  me  more  of  this 
extraordinary  vessel.  Roderick,  you  were  not  born 
to  fill  die  statioQ  in  wluch  I  find  you  ?" 
r  The  boy  shook  his  head,  but  remained  with 
downcast  eyes,  apparently  not  disposed  to  answer 
further  on  such  a  subject. 

M  How  is  it  that  I  nnd  the  *  Dolphin '  bearing  dif- 
ferent hues  to-day  from  what  she  did  yesterday  ?  and 
why  is  it  that  neither  then,  nor  now,  does  she  resem- 
ble, in  her  paint,  the  siaver  of  Newport  harbour?" 

"And  why  is  it,"  returned  the  boy,  with  a  smile, 
in  which  melancholy  struggled  powerfully  with  bit- 
'  terBess,'*^ihat  none  can  look  into  the  secret  heart  of 
bim  who  makes  those  changes  at  will  ?  If  all  remain- 
ed the  same,  but  the  paint  of  the  ship,  one  might 
still  be  happy  in  her !" 

"  Then,  Koderick,  you  are  not  happy :  Shall  I  in- 
tercede with  Captain  Heidegger  for  your  discharge  ?' 

"  I  could  never  wish  to  serve  another." 
I  **How !  Do  you  complain,  and  yet  embrace  youi 
fetters  V 
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«^  I  compUun  aot^'  t  .i  .  k  . -^j^/ ii! 

The  governess  eyed  him  closel/i  JOld^aiteFaBi*' 
mentis  pause,  she  coiitiBU«d,^-»^  .:  :^  v 

^'  Is  it  usual  to  see  sacb  ridtotia  cooduet  an^BOBgib^ 
crew  as  we  have  this  day  witnessed  ?^^ 

*^  It  is  Bot.  Y6u  have  £ttle  to  few  frmkl  tbie  peo* 
pie ;  h^  who  btoagfatt  them  snder  knoita  Jioiw  to  htiBg^ 
tbemdowm^^ 

^  Thejr  m&  enlilted*  hj  4M4f  a(  Ae  King  V^  ;  .. 

''  The  liitg !  Y^^:  he  b  iuff^ljr »  Kincp  wh6  latino' 
equM.^'  ~  .  .  ;v 

''  But  they  dared  to  thieaten  the  life  df  Mr  Wilf 
der.  k  a  seamanviu  a  Kiiagrsr  ship,  usual! j  io  b^i'*^ 

The  bo  J  glanced  a  loc^  at  M>*s.  Wylljfii  as.t£Jia^ 
would  say,  ^  ut>deTBtood  her  al^ted  igodliafice  oi 
the  charactor  of  the  Tese^l,  but:  again  Ike  chote  to 
ciontinciei  sclent  -  ,i    • 

^  Think  youy  R6d^ricki,^  contiiH^d  the  goVeni€9i,r 
who  DO  longer  deended  it  hlecoisary  la  puids«e  her 
covert,  inquiries  on  that  partk^olar  subject ;  ^v  &Aok 
you,  Roderick;,  that  thd  Bctv--*^  thi^  i6^  that  Captain 
Heidegger  ^rU  sQfieit  us  to  iand^At  the^  fifrt>  pod 
which  offers  ?'*  ' 

*'^  Many  hteite  beto  |)a8S€id  siace  yda  reachoAl  the' 
ship."  /  ..J 

^^  Ay,  many  t&at  are  inconveknent ;  b^  tvhoi  odr 
sh^tl  be  gain^ed  where  his  pursuits  m'Al  aUbbw  bill' 
sMp  to  enter  ?^^  ^  - 

^^  Such  places  are  not  eonubonu?? 

"  But^  should  it  Qceuor,  do  you  not  A(irik'4ie^  witt) 
permit  us  to  lahd  7  We  have ^Id  l^pay  bina>fer  im 
trouble."  _    L    ,  *   :     ■  .:*  . 

"  He  cares  not  for  gold.  Ii^evdr  askjiini  fbir  i^ 
<b»theida^s  not  fill  toy  haod.V.  ,  ^ 

"  You  must  be  ba^py,  then*  Pl^iity.  >of .  gold  wffl* 
compensate  for  a  cold  look  atiimes^^}      < 

"  Never  r  returned  the  bojy  with  quickness  ^and 
energy.     "Had  I  the  ship  Ailed  with  the  dross* 'F: 
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would  give  it  all  to  bring  a  look  of  kindness  into  his 
eye.'^ 

Mrs  Wyllys  started,  twi^ss  at  the  fervid  manner 
of  the  lad  than  at  the  language.  Rising  from  her 
seat,  she  approaclied  ni^er  to  hin^  and  in  a  situa- 
tion where  the  light  of  the  lamp  fell  full  upon  his 
H neaments.  She  saw  the  large  drop  ^at  broke  out 
from  beneath  a  long  and  silken  lash,  to  roil  down  a 
cheek  which,  though  embrowned  by  the  sun,,  was 
ikepening  with  a  flush  that  gradually  stole  into  it,  as 
her  own  gaze  became  more  settled;  and  then' her 
eyes  fell  slowly  and  keenly  along  the  person  of  the 
lad,  until  they  reached  even  the  delicate  feet,  that 
seemed  barely  able  to  uphold  him.  The  usually  pen^ 
sive  and  mild  counte^ince  of  the  governess  changed 
to  a  look  of  cold  r^ard,  and  her  whole  form  appeared 
to  elevate  itself,  in  -chaste  matronly  dignity^  as  she 
sternly  asked,^ — 

"  Boy,  have  you  a  mother?" 

"  I  know  not,"  was  the'  answer  that  came  from 
lips  that  scarcely  severed  to  permit  the  smothered 
sounds  to  escape. 

*^  It  is  enough ;  another  time  I  will  speak  further 
to  you.  Cassandra  wiU  in  future  do  the  service  of 
this  cabin;  when  I  have  need  of  you,  the  gong  shaU 
be  touched." 

',  The  head  of  Roderick  fell  nearly  to  his  bosom. 
He  shrunk  from  before  that  cold  and-  searching  eye 
which  followed  his  form,  until  it  had  disappeared 
through  the  hatch,  and  whose  look  was  then  bent 
rapidly,  and  not  without  a  shade  of  alarm,  on  the 
face  of  the  wondering  but  silent  Gertrude. 

A  gentle  tap  at  the  door  broke  in  upon  the  flood 
of  reflection  which  was  crowding  on  the  mind  of 
tiie  governess.  She  gave  the  customary  answer;  and^ 
before  time  was  allowed  for  any  interchange  of  ideas 
between  her  and  her  pupil,  the  Rover  enticed. 
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THfe  fdnrtali^  receired  their  Tinter  i^th  %  restniiflf 
which  Will  be  easily  understood  wb^n  idie  svbject  o- 
their^ceitttonv^rsatiGFQ  iirec6)leei^d  Tlkesinkibg 
c^  Gertrude^s  form  was  def^p  and  halried^  bitt  k<^ 
governess  maintained  the  coldness  of  her  air  \>(Btth 
greater  8eif-<;omposure.  StiU,-  there  was  a  gleamifi| 
of  powerful  anxiety  in  the  watcbfol  g!aiK^e  that  di* 
threw  towards  her  guest,  as  though^she  would  divine 
the  motive  of  the  T%it  by  (he  wanderii^^  of  his 
changeful  eye,  eren  before  >ii^  lif>s  had  paurt^  ii^  Ih^ 
customary  salute.  • 

The  countenance  of  the  Ro verhimself  was thoughfj^ 
ful  to  gravity.  He  bbtved  as  he  came  within  ffie  in- 
fluence of  the  lamp,  and  his  voice  Was  hea>d  mut- 
tering some  low  and  ha^ty  syllables,  that  c^aveyed 
no  meaning  to  the  ears  of  his  listeners.  Indi^ed^  so 
ereat  was  die  abstraction  in  iirfaich  he  wa^  lost]  that 
Be  had  evidently  prepared  to  throw  his  person  && 
ttie  vacant  divan^  without  explanation  or  apo]063r4 
like  one  who  took  possession  of  his  own ;  though 
recollection  returned  just  in  time  to  prevent  this 
breach  of  decorum.  Smilii^,  and  repeanng  his  bow, 
with  a  still  deeper  inclination,  he  advanced  With  peN 
feet  self-possession  to  the  table,  where  he  Expressed 
his  fears  that  IVJrs  Wyllys  might  de^m  his  visit  un- 
seasonable, or  perhaps  not  announced  with  ^fiici^i 
teremony.  During  this  short  introduction  his  vmce 
'was  bland  as  woman^s,  and  his  mien  courteous,  ad 
though  he  actually  felt  himself  an  intruder  in  tsA 
tabiii  of  a  vessel  m  which  he  ivas  Kter^^Uy  a  monarchi 

*^  But,  ttuseasooatile  is  W  ^  bou^^^^  hit  cbnttM^ 
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i^iilioold  faaTB  gtnbe  to  my  ct»tt  Vi^ith  a  conscioiid- 
ne$j  of  not  having  diseharged  M  the  dutres  of  ah 
attentive  and  cotisid^rate  bo^t,  had  I  forgotten  to  re- 
assure yoa  of  the  tf^nquiliitj  of  the  ship,  after  the 
scene  you  have  this  day  witnessed.  1  have  pleafiune 
in  saying,  that  the  humour  of  my  people  i«  already 
e^xp^ded;  and  that  lamhs,  m  their  nightly  folds,  are 
not  more  placid  than  they  are  at  this  minute  inJiheir 
liammocks.'* 

^  The  Jiuthority  that  so  promptly  quelled  the  dis- 
-turbance  is  happily  ever  present  to  protect  us,"  re- 
lumed the  cautious  governess  ;  "  we  repose  entirely 
U>n  your  discretion  and  generosity." 

"  You  have  not  misplaced  your  confidence.  From 
the  danger  of  mutiny,  at  least,  you  are  exempt." 

"  And  from  all  others,  1  trust." 

"This is  a  wild  and  fickle  element  wedwell  on," 
he  answei*ed,  while  he  bowed  an  acknowledgment 
for  the  politeness,  and  took  the  seat  to  which  the 
other  invited  him  by  a  motion  of  the  hand;  "biit 
you  know  its  character,  and  need  not  be  told  that 
1  we  seamen  are  seldom  certain  of  any  of  our  move- 
ments.    1  loosened  the  cords  of  discipline  myself 
io-day,"  he  added,  after  a  moment's  pause,  "  and  in 
8ome  measure  invited  the  broil  that  followed :  But 
it  is  passed,  like  the  hui¥icane  ^nd  the  squall;  and 
•the  ocean  is  not  now  smoother  than  the  tempers  of 
-my  knaves." 

"  I  have  often  witnessed  these  rude  sports  in  ves- 
.sels  of  the  King ;  but  I  do  not  remember  to  have 
known  any  more  serious  result  than  the  settlement 
of  some  ancient  quarrel,  or  some  odd  freak  of  nauti- 
fcal  humour,  which  had  commonly  proved  as  harm- 
less as  it  has  been  quaint." 

'  **  Ay ;  but  the  ship  which  often  runs  the  hazards 
of  the  shoals  gets  wrecked  at  last,"  muttered  the 
Rover*    "  I  rarely  give  the  quarterikck  up  to  the 
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people,  without  keeping  a  Tigilaot  watch  oft '(mr 
Dumours;  but-— to^ay** — — 

"  You  were  speidcijig  of  to-day.*' 

^^  I^eptune,  with  his  coarse  devices,  is  no  strauD^r 
to  you,  Madam." 

"  I  have  seen  the  God  in  times  past.'* 

"  'Twas  thus  I  understood  it; — under  the  linef 

"And  elsewhere." 

"  ^^Isewhere !"  repeated  the  other,  in  a  tone  of 
disappointment.  **'  Ay,  the  sturdy  despot  is  to  be 
found  in  every  sea ;  and  hundreds  of  ships,  and  ships 
of  size  too,  are  to  be  seen  scorching  ^^  ^^  calim^  of 
the  equator.  It  wasidle  to  give  the  subject  a  seto&d 
thought." 

"  You  have  been  pleased  to  observe  somedung 
that  has  escaped  my  ear." 

The  Rover  started ;  for  he  had  rather  muttered 
than  spoken  the  preceding  sentence  aloud.  Casting 
a  swiii  and  searching  glance  around  him,  as  it  «night 
be  to  assure  himself  that  no  impertinent  listener  had 
found  means  to  pry  into  the  mysteries  of  a  mind  he 
seldom  saw  fit  to  lay  open  to  the  free  examination  of 
his  associates,  he  regained  his  self-possession  on  the 
instant,  and  resumed  the  discourse  vi^ith  a  manner -as 
undisturbed  as  if  it  had  received  no  in<;erniption. 

"  Yes,  I  had  forgotten  that  your  sex  -is  often  as 
timorous  as  it  is  fair,"  he  added,  with  a  smile  so  in- 
sinuating and  gentle,  that  the  governess  cast  an  in- 
voluntary and  uneasy  glance  towards  her  charge, 
"  or  I  might  have  been  earlier  with  my  assurance  of 
safety." 

"  It  is  welcome  even  now." 

"  And  your  young  and  gentle  friend,"  he  continued, 
bowing  openly  to  Gertrude,  though  he  still  addressed 
his  words  to  the  governess ;  "  her  slumbers  will  not 
be  the  heavier  for  what  has  passed."  '•  j 

"  The  innocent  seldom  find  an  uneasy  pillow  ^ 
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"  There  is  &  holy  and  unsearchable  mystery  in 
tTiat  truth :  The  innocent  pillow  their  heads  in  quiet  1 1 
Would  to  Grod^the  guilty  might  find  some  refuge, 
too,  against  the  sting  of  thought  1  But  we  live  in  a 
world,  and  a  time,  when  men  cannot  be*  sure  even 
of  tliemselves." 

ile  then  paused,  and  looked  about  him,  with  a 
smile  so  haggard,  that  the  anxious  governess  uncon- 
scioiisly  drew  nigher  to  her  pnpil,  like  one  who  sought^ 
^nd  was  willing  to  yields  protectioh  against  the  un- 
certain designs  of  a  nmniac.  Her  visiter,  however, 
ren^adued  fin  a  silence  so  long^  and  deep,  that  she  fell 
tl^^  ftecessity  of  removing  the  awkward  embarrass- 
ment of  their  situation,  by  speaking  herself. 

"Do  you  find  Mr  Wilder  as  much  inclined  to 
meicy  as  yourself?"  she  asked.  "There  would  be 
Dci^rit  in  his  forbearance,  since  he  appeared  to  be  the 
particular  object  of  the  anger  of  the  mutineers.**' 

"  And  y^t  yoq  saw  he  was  not  without  his  fri^rtds* 
You  witnessed  the  devotion  of  the  men  who  sto6d 
forth  in  his  behalf  ?'' 

'  "  ]  did ;  and  firid  it  rematrkable  that  hc^  should 
have  been  able,  in  so  short  a  time^  to  conquer  thu» 
completely,  two  so  stubborn  natures.*' 

^"  Four-and-twenty  yeai^s  make  not  anacquaintance^ 
01  a  day  I"  ;  ' 

"  And  does  theii*  friend^ip  bear  so  old  a  date  ?'* 

"  1  have  heard  that  tiine  cotoited  between  them. 
Itis  very  certain  the  yoAth  is  bound  to  those  uncouth 
companions  of  his  by  some  extraoi^lnary  tie.  Per- 
haps this  is  not  the  first  of  their  services." 

Jjtrs  WyHys  l60k©d  grieved.  Although  prepared 
to  believe  that  Wilder  was  a  secret  agent  of  the  Ro 
f?er,  she  had  endeavouttd  to  hbpe  hi^  connexion  with 
the  freebooters  was  susceptible  of  some  explanation 
moxo  favourable  to  his  character.  However  he  might 
be  impl^<2ated  in  the  common  guiit  of  those  who 
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pursued  the  hazards  of  die  reddest  fertuiies  tif  ^t 
proscribed  ship,  it  was  evident  he  bore  a  heart  ^^ 
generous  to  wish  to  see  her,  and  Jher  young  and 
guileless  charge,  the  victims  of  the  licentiousness  of 
his  associates.  His  repeated  and  mysterious  wamingi 
.  no  longer  needed  explanation.  Indeed,  aU  that  had 
beeii  dark  and  inexplicable,  both  in  the  previous  and 
unaccountable  elimmerings  of  her  own  diitid,  and 
in  the  extraordinary  conduct  of  the  inmates  of  the 
ship,  was  at  each  instant  becoming  capable  of  solu- 
tion. She  now  remembered,  in  the  person  and  coun- 
tenance of  the  Rover,  the  form  and  features  of^  the 
individual  who  had  spoken  the  passing  Bristot  trader, 
from  the  rigging  of  the  slaver — a  form  whkrh  had 
unaccountably  haunted  her  imagination,  during  her 
residence  in  his  ship^  like  an  image  ^ecal^ed  from 
some  dim  and  distant  penod.  Then  she  saw  at  once' 
the  difficulty  that  Wilder  might  prove  in  laying  open 
a  secret  in  which  not  only  his  life  was  involved,  but 
which,  to  a  mind  that  was  not  hardened  in  vice,  in^ 
volved  a  penalty  not  less  severe— that  of  the  loss  of 
their  esteem.  In  «hort,  a  good  deal  of  that  which 
tlie  reader  has  found  no  difficulty  in  comprehendri^g 
was  also  becoming  clear  to  the  faculties  of  the  goir- 
erness,  though  much  still  remained  obscured  in 
doubts,  that  she  could  neither  solve  nor  yet  entireljr 
banish  from  her  thoughts.  On  all  these  several  points 
she  had  leisure  to  cast  a  rapid  glance;  for  her  guest, 
ojr  host,  whichever  he  might  be  called,  seerhed  irr 
nowise  disposed  to  interrupt  her  short  and  melan- 
choly reverie.  - 

'■  "  It  is  wonderful^''  Mrs  Wyllys  at  length  resumed, 
"that  beings  so  uncouth  should  beitifluenced  by  the 
same  attachments  as  those  which  unite  the  educated' 
and  the  refined." 

**  It  is  wonderful,  as  you  say,''  returned  the  bthei^, 
like  one  awakening  from  a  dream.    ^^  I  would  give' 
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a  thousand  pf  the  brightest  guineas  that  ever  came 
from  the  mint  of  George  II.  to  know  the  private 
history  of  that  youth," 

^^ I& he  then  a  stranger  to  you?'''  demanded  Ger- 
trude, .with  the  quickixess  of  thought. 

The  Rover  turned  an  eye  on  her,  that  was  vacant 
for  the  moment,  but  into  which  consciousness  and 
expression  began  to  steal  as  he  gazed,  until  'the  foot 
of  the  governess  was  visibly  trembling  with  the  nerv- 
ous excitement  that  pervaded  her  entire  frame. 

"  Who  shall  pretend  to  know  the  heart  of  man  !" 
he  answered,  again  inclimug  his  head  as  it  might  be 
in  acknowledgment  of  her  perfect  right  to  far  deepep 
homage.  "  All  are  strangers,  till  we  can  read  theif 
most  secret  thoughts." 

"  To  pry  into  the  mysteries  of  the  human  mind, 
is  a  privilege  which  few  possess,"  coldly  remarked 
the  governess.  "  The  wprld  must  be  often  tried,  and 
thoroughly  known,  before  we  nmy  pretend  to  judge 
of  the  motives  of  any  around  us." 
'  "  And  yet  it  is  a  pleasant  world^to  those  who  have 
the  heart  to  make  it  merry,"  cried  the  Rover,  with 
one  of  those  startling  transitions  which  marked  hi& 
manner.  "  To  him  who  is  stout  enough  to  follow  the 
bent  of  his  humour,  all  is  easy.  Do  you  know,  that 
the  true  secret  of  the  philosopher  is  not  in  living  for 
ever,  but  in  living  while  you  may.  He  who  dies  at 
fifty^  after  a  fill  of  pleasure,  has  had  more  of  life 
than  he  who  drags  his  feet  through  a  century,  bear- 
ing the  burden  of  the  world^s  caprices,  and  afraid  to 
speak  above  his  breath,  lest,  forsooth,  his  neighbour 
should  find  that  his  words  were  evil." 

"  And  yet  are  there  some  whafind  their  pleasure 
in  pursuing  the  practices  of  virtue." 

"  'Tis  lovely  in  your  sex  to  say  it,"  he  answered, 
with  an  air  that  the  sensitive  governess  fancied  was 
gleaming  with  the  growing  licentiousness  of  a  free- 
booter.    She  would  now  gladly  have  dismissed  her 
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ner  that  was  beeomiog  gay  by  a^peoies  of  unnatural 
effort,  admonished  her  of  the.  dang€U!  of  offendiug 
one  who  ac^koowledged  no  law  but  his  own  will. 
Assuming  a  tone  aiQd  a  nianBer  that^ere  kind,  wbile 
they  i:q>held  the  digpil^  ^hei  sex,  and  pointing  to 
sundry  instrmnents  of  music :  thai  ^raoed  p&rt  i^ 
the  heterogeneous  furautnre  of  the  cabin,  she  adroit-* 
ly  turned  the  discourse,  by  saying^^— 

"  One  whose  mind  can  be  aoftened  by  harmo{^> 
^nd  whose  feehngs  are  so  evidently  alive  to  the  in 
fluence  of  sWe^t  souods^  sfaouki  not  decry  the  pliea84 
*  u res  of  virtue.     This  flute,  and  yon  gui tar^  both  call 
you  master." 

"  And,  because  of  these  flimsy  evidences  about  my. 
person,  you  are  willing  to  give  me  credit  for  the  ac- 
complishfnents  you  mention  !  Here  is  another  iitis^ 
take  of  miserable  .mortal  iliy  !.  Seetning  is  the  every-^ 
day  robe  of  honesty.  Why  not  give  me  credit  -for 
kneeling,  morning  and  night,  before  yon  glittering 
bauble  rv  be  added,  pointing  to  the  diamond  icructfix 
which  hung,  as  usual,  near  the  door  of  his  own  aparti^ 
ment.  ^ 

"  I  hope,  at  least,  that  the  Being,  whose  memory, 
is  intended  to  be  revived  by  that  image,  is  not  with- 
out your  homage.  In  the  pride  of  bis  strength  and 
prosperity,  man  may  think  lightly  of  the  consolations 
that  can  flow  from  a  power  superior  to  humanity ; 
but  those  who  have  oftenest- proved  their  value  feel 
deepest  the  reverence  which  is  their  due." 

The  look  of  the  governess  had  been  averted 
from  her  companion ;  but,  filled  with  the  profound 
sentiment  she  uttered,  her  mild  reflectingeye  turned 
to  him  again,  as,  in  a  tone  that  wes  subdued,  in  r^ 
Sipect  for  the  mighty  Being  whose  attributes  filled  her 
mind,  slie  uttered  the  above  simple  sentiment.  The 
gaze  she  niet  was  earnest  and  ihoughtfiil  as  her  ovvnv 
Lifting  a  finger,  be  laid  it  on  ber.arm,  with  a  motion 
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lo  light   as  to  be  scarcely  perceptibte,  while  he 
asked, — 

**  Think  jon  we  are  to  blame,  if  oar  temperaments 
incline  more  to  evil  than  power  is  given  to  resist  ?'' 

"It  is  oiAj  those  who  attempt  to  walk  the  path  of 
Hfe  aloike  that  stumble.    I  shall  not  ofieiid  your  man- 
hood, if  1  ask,  do  you  never  commune  with  your- 
God?"  . 

"  It  is  long  since  that  name  has  been  heard  in  this 
vessel,  Lady,  except  to  aid  in  that  miserable  scoffing 
and  profanity  which  simpler  language  made  too  dull. 
But  what  IS  He,  that  unknown  Deity,  more  than 
what  man,  in  his  ingenuity,  has  seen  fit  to  make 
him  r 

"  ^  The  fool  hath  said  in  his  heart,  there  is  no 
God,'"  she  answered,  in  a  voice  so  firm,  that  W 
startled  even  the  ears  of  one  so  long  accustomed  to 
the  turbulence  and  grandeur  of  his  wild  profession. 
**  'Gird  up  now  thy  loins  like  a  man;  for  I  will  de- 
mand of  thee,  and  answer  thou  me.  Where  wast 
thou  when  I  laid  the  foundations  of  the  earth?  De- 
clare, if  thou  hast  understanding.'  " 

The  Rover  gazed  long  and  silently  on  the  flushed 
countenance  of  the  speaker.     Bending  his  face  in 
an  unconscious  manner  aside,  he  said  aloud,  evident- 
ly rather  giving  utterance  to  his  thoughts  than  pur-* 
suini^  the  discourse, — 

'*  Now,  is  there  nothing  more  in  this  than  what  1 
have  often  heard,  and  yet  does  it  come  Over  my  feel-  < 
ings  with  the  freshness  of  native  air!*"  Then  rising, 
he  approached  his  mild  and  dignified  companion, 
adding,  in  tones  but  little  above  a  whisper,  "  Lady, 
repeat  those  words ;  change  not  a  syllable,  nor  vary 
the  slightest  intonation  of  the  voice,  I  pray  thee."   . 

Thousjh  amazed,  and  secretly  alarmed  at  the  re- 
quest, Mrs  Wyllys  complied ;  delivering  the  holy 
langnaije  of  the  inspii*ed, writers  with  a  fervour  that 
found  its  support  in  the  strength  of  her  own  emo- 
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tio9s.  Her  aoditor  listened  like  a  beiDg  enffasallMir 
For  near  a  minute,  neither  eye  nor  attitude  wai 
changed,  but  he  stood  at  the  feet  of  h&r  who  had  so 
fiinfiply  and  so  powerfully  asserted  the  majesty  of 
God,  as  motionless  as  the  mast  that  rose  behind  hrm 
through  the  decks  of  that  vessel  which  be  had  so 
long  devoted  to  the  purposes  of  bis  lawless  life.  It  * 
was  long  after  her  accents  had  ceased  to  fall  on  his 
ear,  that  he  drew  a  deep  respiration,  and  once,  again  ' 
opened  his  lips  to  speak. 

"  This  is  re-treading  the  path  of  fife  at  a  stride.*' 
he  said,  suffering  his  hand  to  fell  upon  that  of  his- 
companion.     "I  know  not  why  pulses,  which  in 
common  are  like  iron,  beat  so  wildly  and  irregularly" 
now.     Lady,  this  little  and  feeble  hand  might  check 
a  temper  that  has  so  often  braved  the  power  of — 

His  words  suddenly  ceased  ;  for,  as  bis' eye  uncon* 
sciously  followed  his  hand,  it  rested  on  the  still  deli 
cate,  but  uo  longer  youthful,  member  of  the  govern- 
ess. Drawing  a  sigh,  like  one  who  felt  himself 
awakened  from  an  agreeable  though  complete  illu- 
sion, he  turned  away,  leaving  his  sentence  unfinished^ 

"You    would   have  music !''  he  recklesslv   ex- 
claimed  aloud.  "  Then  music  shall  be  heard,  though 
its  symphony  be  rung  upon  a  gong  P' 
#  As  he  spoke,  the  wayward  and  vacillating  being    . 
we  have  been  attempting  to  describe  struck  the  in- 
strument he  named  three  blows,  so  quick  and  pow- 
erfully, as  to  drown  all  other  sensations  in  the  con- 
fusion produced  by  the  echoing  din.  Though  deeply 
mortified  that  he  had  so  quickly  escaped  from  the  in- ' 
fluence  she  had  partially  acquired,  and  secretly  dis- 

[)leased  at  the  unceremonious  manner  in  which  h6' 
ijid  seen  fit  to  announce  his  independence  again,  the 
governess  was  aware  of  the  necessity  of  concealmg 
her  sentiments. 

"This  is  certainly  not^ the  harmony  I  invited," 
she  said,  so  soon  as  the  overwhelming  sounds  had 
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ceased  to  fill  the  ^ip ;  ^  nor  Ao  I  ttiintt  it  of  a  (Jtitilitj 
to  favour  the  slambert  of  those  who  Seek  their 
rest."^ 

'*^  Fear  nothing  for  them.  The  seaman  sleeps  with 
bis  oar  near  the  port  whence  th^  cannon  bellows, 
and  awakes  at  the  call. of  the  boatswain^s  whistle. 
He  is  too  deeply  §<^ooled  in  habit,  to  think  he  has 
heard  more  than  a  note  of  tlte  flute;  stronger  and 
fuller  than  common,'if  you  will,  but  still  a  sound  that 
has  no  interest  for  him.  Another  tap  would  have 
sounded  the  alarm  of  fire ;  but  these  three  touches 
say  no  more  than  music.  It  was  the  signal  for  the 
band.  The  night  is  still,  and  favourable  for  their  art, 
and  we  will  listen  to  sweet -sournls  awhile.'' 

His  words  were  scarcely  uttered  before  the  low 
chords  of  wind  instruments  were  Tieard  without, 
where  the  men  had  probably  stationed  themselves  by 
some  previous  order  of  their  Captain.  The  Rover 
smiled,  as  if  he  exulted  in  this  prompt  proof  of  the 
sort  of  despotic  or  rather  magical  power  he  wielded ; 
^nd,  throwing  his  form  on  the  divs^,  he  sat  listening 
to  the  sound?  which  followed. 

The  strains  which  now  rose  upon  the  night,  and 
which  spread  themselves  soR  and  melodiously  abroad 
upon  the  water,  would  in  truth  have  done  credit  to 
fer  more  regular  artists*  The  aii*  was  wild  and  mel- 
ancholy, and  perhaps  it  was  the  more  in  accordance 
with  the  present  humour  of  the  man  for  whose  ear 
it  was  created.  Then,  losing  the  former  character 
the  whole  power  of  the  music  was  concentrated  in 
softer  and  still  gentler  sounds,  as  if  the  genius  who 
had  given  birth  to  the  melody  had  been  pouring  out 
the  feelings  of  his  soul  in  pathos.  The  temper  of 
the  Rover's  mind  answered  to  the  changing  expres- 
sion of  the  music;  and,  when  the  strains  were  sweet- 
est and  most  touching,  he  even  bowed  his  head  like 
oAe  who  wept» 
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Tbougl^  ^^retly  »Dder  the  iSfloeai^e  i>f  ^^^Mit^ 

mony  themselves,  Mrs  Wyllys  aad  her  pupil  ei^ld' 
but  gaze  on  the  singularly  constituted  being  into 
whose  hands  their  evil  fortune  had  seen  fit  to  cast 
them.  The  former  was  filled  with  admiration  at  the 
fearful  contrariety  of  tb^e  passions  which  could  re- 
veal themselves,  in  the  same  individual,  under  sot 
yerydifiereat  and  so  dangerous  forms ;  while  the  iat- 
ter,  judging  with  the  indulgence  and  sympathy  of 
her  years,  was  willing  to  believe  that  a  man  whose 
emotions  could  be  thus  easily  and^  kindly  .^xcited 
was  rather  the  victim  of  circumstances  than  the 
creator  of  his  own  luckless  fortune. 

"  There  is  It^ly  in  those  strains,''  said  the  Rover» 
when  the  last  chord  had  died  upon  his  ear;  ^^  sweet, 
indolent,  luxurious,  forgetful  Italy !  It  has  never 
been  your  chance,  Madam,  to  visit  that  land,  so 
flighty  in  its  recollections,  and  so  impotent  in  its 
actual  condition  ?" 

The  governess  inade  no  reply ;  but,  bowing  her 
head,  in  turn,  her  companions  believed  she  was  sub# 
mitting  also  to  the  influence  of  the  music.  At  length, 
as  though  impelled  by  another  changeful  impulse^  the 
l^over  advanced  towards  Gertrude,  and,  addressing 
her  with  a  courtesy  that  would  have  done  credit  to 
a  very  different  scene,  he  said,  in  the  laboured  lan- 
guage that  characterised  the  politeness  of  the  age,—* 

^^  One  who  in  common  speaks  music  should  not 
have  neglected,  the  gifts  of  nature.     You  sing?" 

Had  Gertrude  possessed  the  power  he  affected  to' 
believe,  her  voice  would  have  denied  its  services  at 
his  call.  Bending  -to  his  compliment,  she  murmured 
her  apologies  in  words  that  were  barely  audible^  He 
listened  intently ;  but,  without  pressing  a  point  that 
it  was  easy  to  see  was  unwelcome,  heiurned  away, 
and  i{ave  thegong  a  light  but  startling  tap. 

"  Roderick,"  he  continued,  when  the  gentle  foot 
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fl^  of  tfcft  Md  Was  Ward  ttpon  t!h6  stlii^  fli^t  led 
ititd  the  cabift  bdow,  "  dd  ydit  sleep  T^* 

Th^  AriiWidr  vtds  slow  arid  smothered;  aUd,  df 
id<>tirse,  in  the  negative. 

"  Apollo  was  not  absent  at  the  birth  of  Roderick, 
Madam.  The  lad  can  raise  such  sounds  as  have  been 
known  to  melt  the  stubborn  feelings  of  a  seaman. 
Go,  place  yourself  by  the  cabin  door,  good  Roderick, 
and  bid  the  music  run  a  low  accompaniment  to  your 
words.'* 

The  boy  obeyed,  stationing  his  slight  form  s6  much 
in  shadow,  that  the  expression  of  his  Working  coun- 
tenance was  not  visible  to  those  who  sat  within  th6 
stronger  light  of  the  lamp.  The  instruments  then 
commenced  a  gentle  symphony,  which  Was  soon 
ended ;  and  twice  had  they  begun  the  air,  but  still 
nt)  voice  was  heard  to  mingle  in  the  harmony. 

"  Words,  Roderick,  words ;  We  are  but  dull  inters 
preters  of  the  meaning  of  yon  flutes.'! 

Thus  admonished  of  his  duty,  the  boy  began  to 
sing  in  a  full,  rich  contralto  voice,  which  betrayed  ^ 
trefmonr,  however,  that  evidently  formed  no  part  of 
the  a^r.     His  words,  so  far  as  they  might  be  distin 

guished,  ran  as  follows :— 

« 

"  The  land  was  lying  broad  and  fai^ 

Behind  the  western  sea ; 
And  holy  solitude  was  there, 

And  sweetest  liberty. 

The  lingering  son,  at  ev'nirtg,  hting 
A  glorious  orb,  divinely  iMsaming 
On  suent  lake  and  tree ; 

And  ruddy  light  was  o*er  all  streaming, 
Mark,  man  !  for  thee ; 
O'er  valley,  lake,  and  tree  ! 

And  no<w  a  thousand  maidens  stray, 

Or  range  the  echoing  groves ; 
While,  fluttering  near,  on  pinions  gay, 

Fan  twice  ten  thousand  loves. 
In  that  soft  clime,  at  even  time, 

Hope  says** -  ■>  • 


'vEnoa|;h  of  Jhis,  Bofli^rick^V  i«9>pti^ly.  i 
Wpted  hisina&ter.  "  There  is  too  {nuj:|i  <^  ^b^^Cei^- 
4on  in  that  song  for  the  humour.of  a  ra^riaei^  Sing 
us  of  the  sea  and  its  pleasures,  bo  j;.  and  rollout 
the  strains  in  such  a  fasbioa  as  may  suit  a  sailor^s 
fancy." 

The  lad  continued  mute,  perhaps  in  disiiicIinatioB 
to  the  task,  perhaps  from  utter  inability  to  comply. 

"What,  Roderick!  does  the  muse  dcfert  liieet 
or  is  memory  getting  dull  ?  You  see  the  child,  is  wil^ 
ful  in  his  melody,  and  must  sing  of  loves  and  sun- 
shine, or  he  f^ils.  Now  touch  us  a  stronger  chord, 
my  men,  and  put  life  into  your  cadences,  while  1 
troll  a  sea  air  for  the  honour  of  the  ship^'' 

The  b^nd  took  the  humour  of  the  moment  from 
their  master,  (for  surely  he  well  deserved  the  name), 
sounding  a  powerful  and  graceful  symphony^  to  pre- 
pare the  listeners  for  the  song  of  the  Rover.  Those 
treacherous  and  beguiling  tones  which  so  often  stole 
into  his  voice  when  speaking,  did  not  mislead  ex-> 
pectation  as  to  its  powers.  It  proved  to  be  at  the 
same  time  rich,  full,  deep,  and  melodioiis.  iFavoiH^ 
by  these  material  advantages,  and  aided  by  m  et^ 
quisite  ear,  he  rolled  out  the  following  stanzsas  in  a 
manner  that  was  singularly  divided  between  that  of 
the  reveller  and  the  man  of  sentiment.  The  words 
were  probably  original ;  for  they  both  smacked 
strongly  of  his  own  profession,  and  were  not  entirely 
without  a  touch  of  the  peculiar  taste  of  the  in- 
dividual. 


All  hands,  unmoor  !  unmoor ! 
Hark  to  the  hoarse,  but  welcome  sound, 

Startling  the  seaman^s  sweetest  slunobers. 
The  groaninfir  capstan's  labouring. round, 
The  cheerful  fife's  enlivening  numbers; 
And  lingering  idlers  jojn  the  brawl, 
And  merry  ship-boys  swell  the  call, 
AH  l]ADd9i  unmoor .'  unmoor ! 


Brace  high  each  nerve  to  dare  the  fight, 

And  hoidty  steer  id  seek  the  foeman ; 
One  seccet  prayer  to  aid  the  right, 

And  ihany  a  secret  thought  lo  woman ! 
Now  spread  the  fluttering  canvas  wide,  , 

Aoid"  dash  the  foaming  sea  aside  ^; 
The  cry 's,  "  A  sail !  a  sail !" 

Three  cheers  for  victonr ! 
HushM  be  each  plaint  o'er  mllen  braTe ; 

Still  ev'ry  sigh  to  messmate  given ; 
The  seaman's  toliib  is  in  the  wave ;  ' 

The  herpes  latest  h(^  is  heaven ! 
High  lift  the  voice  in  revelry ! 
Oay  raise  the  song,  thd  shout,  the  glee ; 
Three  cheers  for  victory ! 

So  s<^jOQ  as  he  had  ended  this  song,  and  without 
waiting  to  listen  if  any  words  of  compliment  were 
to  succeed  an  effort  that  might  lay  claim  to  great 
excellence  both  in  tones  and  execution,  he  arose ; 
and,  desiring  his  guests  to  command  the  services  of 
his  band  at  pleasure,  he  wished  them  "soft  repose 
and  ^plea^nt  dreams,"  and  then  coolly  descended 
into  the  lower  apartments,  apparently  for  the  night. 
Mrs  Wyllys  and  Gertrude,  notwithstanding  both  had 
b^n  aroused,  or  rather  seduced,  by  the  interest 
thrown  around  a  manner  that  was  so  Wayward,  while 
it  was  never  gross,  felt  a  sensation,  as  he  disappeared, 
like  that  produced  by  breathing  a  freer  air,  after 
having  been  too  long  compelled  to  respire  T:he  pent 
atmbsphere  of  a  dungeon.  The  former  r^arded  her 
pupil  with  eyes  in  which  open  affection  stniggled 
with  deep  inward  solicitude ;  but  neither  spok^, 
since  a  slight  movement  near  the  door  of  the  cabin 
reminded  them  they  were  not  alone. 

"  Would  you  have  further  music.  Madam  ?"  asked 
Roderick,  in  a  smothered  voice,  stealing  timidly  out 
of  the  shadow  as  he  spoke ;  "  I  will  sing  you  to  sleep, 
if  you  will ;  but  1  am  choaked  when  he  bids  me  thus 
be  merry  against  my  feelings." 

The  brow  of  the  governess  had  akeady  contract* 
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ed,  and  she  was  evidently  preparing  Bersdf  topfm 
a  stern  and  repulsive  answer ;  but,  ai  tfae  plaintire 
tones,  and  shrinking,  submissive  form  of  the  other, 

[>leaded  strongly  to  her  heart,  the  frown  passed  away, 
eaving  in  its  place  a  mild  reproving  look,  like  that 
which  chastens  the  frown  of  maternal  concern. 

"  Roderick,"  she  said,  "  I  thought  we  should  have 
seen  you  no  more  to-night  I" 

"  You  heard  the  gong.  Although  he  can  be  so  gay, 
and  can  raise  such  thrilling  sounds  in  his  pleasanter 
moments,  you  have  never  yet  listened  to  him  in 
anger." 

"  And  is  his  anger,  then,  so  very  fearful  ?" 

"  Perhaps  to  me  it  is  more  frightful  than  to  others; 
but  I  find  nothing  so  terrible  as  a  word  of  his,  v^heti 
his  mind  ia  moody." 

"  He  is  then  harsh  tb  you  ?" 

«  Never," 

**  You  contradict  yourself,  Roderick.  He  is,  and 
he  is  not.  Have  you  not  said  how  terrible  yoii  fitid 
his  moody  language  ?" 

"  Yes ;  for  I  find  it  changed.  Once  he  was  never 
thoughtful^  or  out  of  humour,  but  latterly  he  is  not 
himself."  ' 

Mrs  Wyllys  did  not  answer.  The  bnguag^  of  the 
boy  was  certainly  much  more  intelHgible  to  herself 
than  to  her  young  and  attentive,  but  unsuspecting, 
companion ;  for,  while  she  motioned  to  the  lad  to 
retire,  Gertrude  manifested  a  desire  to  gratify  tb^ 
Ctirious  interest  she  felt  in  the  life  and  manners  ^ 
the  freebooter.  The  signal,  however,  was  authori^ 
tatively  repeated,  and  the  lad  slowly,  and  quite  evif- 
dently  with  reluctance,  withdrew. 

The  governess  and  her  pupil  theft  retired  mtb 
their  own  state-room ;  ana,  after  devoting  many 
minutes  to  those  nightly  offerings 'and  petitions  which 
neither  ever  suffered  any  circunbstances  to  ^vtfi^ 
them  to  negteetf  t\MJf  sl^t  ift  the  cofi8(H««rsd^i#  of 
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tnnoeence  and  in  the  hop^  of  an  all-powerful  pro- 
tj&ction.  Though  the  bell  of  the  sliip  regularly  sound- 
ed the  hours  throughout  the  watches  of  the  nighty 
scarcely  another  sound  arose,  during  the  darkness, 
to  disturb  the  calm  which  seemed  to  have  settled 
equally  on  the  ocean  and  all  that  floated  on  its  bosom. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 


-"  But,  for  the  miracle, 


I  mean  our  preservation,  few  in  millioiit 
Can  speak  hke  us." — Tempest, 

Thb  "  Dolphin"  might  well  have  been  likened  to  a 
«luiT]bering  beast  of  prey,  during  those  moments  of 
treacherous  calm.  But  as  nature  limits  the  period 
of  repose  to  the  creatures  of  the  animal  world,  so  it 
would  seem  that  the  inactivity  of  the  freebooters 
\yas  pot  doomed  to  any  long  continuance.  With  the 
morning  sun  a  breeze  came  over  "{he  water,  breath- 
ing the  flavour  of  the  land,  to  set  the  sluggish  ship 
again  in  motion.  Throughout  all  that  day,  with  a 
wide  reach  of  canvas  spreading  along  her  booms, 
her  course  was  held  towards  the  south.  Watch  suc- 
ceeded watch,  and  night  came  after  day^  and  still  no 
ckange  was  made  in  her  direction.  Then  the  blue 
islafids  were 'seen  heaving  up,  one  after  another,  out 
of  the  sea.  The  prisoners  of  the  Rover,  for  thus 
the  females  were  now  constrained  to  consider  them- 
selves, silently  watched  each  hillock  of  green  that 
the  vessel  glided  past,  each  naked  and  sandy  key,  or 
each  mountain  side,  until,  by  the  calculations  of  the 
governess,  they  were  .already  steering  amid  the  west- 
ern Archipelago. 

During  all  this  time  no  question  was  asked  which 
in  the  smallest  manner  betrayed  to  the  Rover  the 
consciousness  of  his  guests  that  he  wa%  not  conduct- 
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ingthem towards  thfe promfisisdp^rt of  fbe CdtvteesL 
Gertrude  wept  over  the  sorrow  her  Ik^fier  w^ftdd 
feel,  when  he  should  believe  her  fate  involved  J& 
that  of  the  unfortunate  Bristol  trader;  but  hert^ais 
flowed  iti  private,  or  were  freely  poured  upon  iKs 
•dj^mpathizing  bosom  of  her  gwrerfiess.  Wilder  she 
avoided,  with  an  intuitive  consciousness  that  he  was 
no  longer  the  character  the  had  wished  to  believe ; 
but  to  all  in  the  ship  she  struggled  to  maintain  an 
equal  air  and  a  serenfe  eye.  ifi^  tHis  deportment,  far 
safer  than  any  impotent  entreaties  might  have  proved, 
she  was  stroogly  supported  by  her  governess,  whose 
knowledge  of  mankind  had  early  taught  her  that 
virtue  was  never  so  imposing,  in  the  moments  of 
trial,  as  when  it  knew  best  how  to  maintain  its  eiqaa- 
himity.  On  the  other  hand,  both  the  Gommauderof 
the  ship  and  his  lieutenant  sought  no  other  commu- 
nication with  the  inmates  of  the  cabin,  than  cdurtesy 
appeared  absolutely  io  require. 

The  former,  as  though  repenting  alu^ady  of  having 
laid  so  bare  the  capricious  humours  of  bis  mitid, 
drew  gradually  into  himself,  neither  seeking  tiorfet- 
mitting  familiarity  with  any ;  while  the  latter  s^ 
peared  perfectly  conscious  of  the  Constrained  4tii^< 
of  the  governess,  iand  of  the  altered  thoti^  6till  pit)^- 
ihg  eye  of  her  pupiK  Little  explanatkm  wasnece^ 
sary  to  acquaint  WMer  with  the*  reasons  df  IhiS 
change.  Itistead  of  seeking  the  nieans  Io  Yifi>AiCate 
his  character,  however,  he  rather  imitated  their  ie- 
serve.  Little  else  was  wamting  to  assure  bis  forB}£»r 
friends  of  the  nature  of  his  ptirsuits ;  for  even  Sfrs 
Wyllys  admitted  to  her  charge,  that  he  acted  i^ 
one  in  whom  depiravity  had  not  yet  made  s\vth  ptd* 
gress  as  to  have  destroyed  that  cohscidbsness  Wbfdi 
is  ever  the  surest  test  of  innocence.  *  "* 

We  shall  not  detain  the  narrative,  to  dwell  t^ptm. 
the  natural  regrets  in  which  Gertrude  jndiilged^^ 
this  sad  conviction  forced  itself  upoil  her  andettlMlA 
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irig,  nor  to  relate  the  gentle  wishes  in  which  she  did 
not  think  it  wrong  to  indulge,  that  one,  who  certainly 
was  master  of  so  manr^  manly  and  generous  quali- 
ties, might  soon  be  made  to  see  the  error  of  his  life, 
and  to  return  to  a  course  for  which  even  her  cold 
and  nicely  judging  governess  allowed  nature  had  so 
eminently  endowed  him.  Perhaps  the  kind  emotions 
that  had  been  awakened  in  her  bosom,  by  the  events 
of  the  last  fortnight,  were  not  content  to  exhibit 
themselves  in  wishes  alone,  and  that  petitions  more 
personal,  and  even  more  fervent  than  common,  min- 
gled in  her  prayers ;  but  this  is  a  veil  which  it  is  not 
our  province  to  raise,  the  heart  of  one  so  pure  and 
'SO  ingenuous  being  the  best  repository  for  its  own 
gentle  feelings. 

For  several  days  the  ship  had  been  contending 
with  tho unvarying  winds  of  those  regions.  Instead  of 
struggling,  however,  like  a  cumbered  trader,  to  gain 
some  given  port,  the  "  Rover"  suddenly  altered  her 
course,  and  glided  through  one  of  the  many  passages 
that  offered,  with  the  ease  of  a  bird  that  is  settling 
swiftly  to  its  nest.  A  hundred  different  sails  were 
seen  steering  among  the  islands^  but  all  were  avoid- 
ed alike  ;  the  policy  of  the  freebooters  teaching  them 
the  necessity  of  moderation,  in  a  sea  so  crowded 
with  vessels  of  war.  After  the  v^sel  had  shot 
through  one  of  the  straits  which  divide  th<^  chain  of 
the  Antilles,  she  issued  in  safety  on  the  more  open 
sea  w^hich  separates  them  from  the  Spanish  Main. 
The  moment  the  passage  was  effected,  and  a  broad 
and  clear  horizon  was  seen  stretching  on  every  side 
of  them,  a  manifest  alteration  occurred  in  the  mien 
of  every  individual  of  the  crew.  The  brow  of  the 
Rover  himself  lost  its  contraction ;  and  the  look  of 
care,  which  had  wrapped  the  whole  man  in  a  man- 
tle of  reserve,  disappeared,  leaving  him  the  reckless, 
wayward  being  we  have  more  than  once  described. 
Even  the  men,  whose  vigilance  had  needed  no  quick 
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ening  in  running  the  gauntlet  of  the  cruisers  wt^di 
were  known  to  swarm  in  the  narrower  seas,  appeared 
to  breathe  a  freer  air,  and  sounds  of  merriment -and 
thoughtless  gaiety  were  Rnce  more  heard  in  a  place  • 
over  which  the  gloom  of  distrust  had  been  so  loog 
and  so  heavily  cast.  . 

On  the  other  hand,  the  governess  saw  new  grouRd 
for  uneasiness  in  the  course  the  vessel  was  taking. 
While  the  islands  were  in  view,  she  had  hoped,  and 
surely  not  without  reason,  that  their  -captor  only 
awaited  a  suitable  occasion  to  place  them  in  safety 
within  the  influence  of  the  laws  of  some  of  (he 
colonial  governments.     Her  own  observation  told 
hfer  there  was  so  much  of  what  was  once  good,  if  not 
noble,  mingled  with  the  lawlessness  of  the  two  prin- 
cipal individuals  in  the  vessel,  that  she  saw  nothing 
that  was  visionary  in  such  an  expectation.     Even 
the  tales  of  the  time,  which  recounted  the  desperate 
acts  of  the  freebooter,  with  nol  a  little  of  wild  and 
fanciful  exaggeration,  did  not  forget  to  include  num- 
berless striking  instances  of  marked,  and  even  chiv- 
alrous generosity,     hi  short,  he  bore  the  character 
of  one  who,  while  he  declared  himself  the  enertiy 
of  all,  knew  how  to  distinguish  between  the  weak 
and  the  strong,  and  who  often  found  as  miich  gratifi- 
cation in  repaiwng  the  wrongs  of  the  former,  aria 
humbling  the  pride  of  the  latter. 

But  all  her  agreeable  anticipations  from  this  quar- 
ter were  forgotteti  when  the  last  island  of  the  groupe  \ 
sunk  into  the  sea  behind  them,  and  the  ship  lay  alone 
on  an  ocean  which  showed  not  another  object  aboVe 
its  surface.  As  if  now  ready  to  lay  aside  the  mask, 
the  Rover  ordered  the  sails  to  be  reduced,  and,  ne- 
glecting the  favourable  breeze,  the  vess6l  to  be 
brought  to  the  wind.  In  a  word,  as  if  no  object  call- 
ed for  the  immediate  attention  of  her  crew,  the 
*' Dolphin ''came  to  a  stand,  in  the  midst  of  the  "Wa^, 
ter,  her  ofBcers  and  people  abandoning  thenisfelves  ^ 
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t6  their  pldamires,  ^t«^  idleness,  as  whim  ^indfniP 
tion  dictated. 

''♦  I  ihad  hoj)ed  IhSt  you**  convenience  would  have 
permitted  us  to  land  in  someofhis  Majesty^s  islands,*' 
said  Mrs  Wyilys,  speaking  for  the  first  time  isince  her 
suspicions  1iad  been  awakened  on  the  subject  of  her 
(fiiitting  the  -ship,  and  ^ddressiti^  her  words  to  the 
self-styled  Captain  Heidegger,  just  after  the  order 
tb  heaved'  the-  vessel  had  been  obeyed,  "  I  fear 
youifitidat  irksbm^  to  be  so  long  dispossessed  of  your 
ctfbin." 

"  It  cannot  beT[)etter  occupied,^' he  rather  evasive- 
ly replied^  'though  the  observant  and  anxious  gov- 
eitiefss  fasvcied  his  eye  was  bolder,  and  his  air  under 
less  restraint,  than  when  she  hpd  before  dwelt  oa 
the  sstme  topic.  ^  If  custom  did  not  require  that  a 
ship  should  we^r  the  colours  of  some  people,  mine 
should  alwars^port  thoise  of  the  fair. ^^ 

"And,  ask  is?'' 

"  As  it  is,  I  hoiist  the  eniblems  ih^t  belofig  to  the 
e^^ice  1  Mk  in.*' 

^'  In  fifteen  days,  that  you  ha^e  been  trouWed  with 
my  presence,  It  has  never  been*  my  good  fortune  to 
see  those  colours  «et" 

**  No  !*'  exclaimed  the  Rover,  glancing  his  eye  at 
her,  as  if  to  pjenetrate  her  thoughts :  **  Then  shall 
the  uncertainty. cease  on  the  sixteenth.-^ Who's  there, 
ahaftr 

**  No  one  better  nor  woi^e  than  Richard  Fid;^^« 
returned  the  individual  in  question,  lifting  his  head' 
from  out  a  locker,  into  which  it  had  been  thrust,  as  • 
though  its  owner  searched  for  some  misjaid  'infjpte- 
ment,  and  who  added  a  little  quickly,  wheti  he  as>- 
certained  by  whom  he  was  addressed,  "  and  iftl^ays 
at  your  HoUfOur^s  orders." 

"Ah!   'Tis  the  friend  of  w^r  friend,"  theRover^ 
observed  to  Mrs  Wyllys,  with  an  emphasis  which 
the  other  understood.   "  He  shall  be  nny  ioterpi^ter.  - 

Vol.  II.  L 


'T^ 


■ 
112S  TBS  RED  BOVfiB. 


Conie  biHier,  lad;  I  have  a  word  to  exchange  ftitb 

you." 

"  A  thousand  at  your  service,  sTr,"  returned.  Rich- 
ard, unhesitatingly  complying  ;  *'*'  for,  though  no  great 
talker,  I  have  always  something  uppermost  in  my 
mind,  which  can  be  laid  hold  of  at  need." 

^^  I  hope  you  find  that  your  hammock  fi win^  easily 
in  my  ship  ?" 

^^  1^11  not  deny  it,  your  Honour ;  for  an  easier  craft, 
especially  upon  a  bow-line,  might  be  hard  to  find." 

"  And  the  cruise? — I  hope  you  also  find  the  cruise 
such  as  a  seaman  loves." 

"D'ye  see,  sir,  1  was  sent  from  home  with  little 
schooling,  and  so  I  seldom  make  so  free  as  to  pre* 
tend  to  read  the  Captain's  orders." 

"  But  still  yoa  have  your  inclinations,"  said  Mrs 
Wyllys,  firmly,  as  though  detennined  to  posh  the  in- 
vestigation even  further  than  her  companion  had 
intended. 

"  I  can't  say  that  I'm  wanting  in  natural  feeling, your 
Ladyship,"  returned  Fid,  endeavouring  to  manifest 
his  admiration  of  the  sex,  by  the  awkward  bow  he 
made  to  the  governess  as  its  representative,  "  tlio'f 
crosses  and  mishaps  have  come  atbw-art  me  as  well  as 
better  men.  I  thought  as  strong  a  splice  was  laid,  be- 
tween me  and  Kate  Whiffle,  as  was  ever  turned  into 
a  sheet-cable ;  but  then  came  the  law^  with  its  regu- 
lations and  shipping  articles,  lufling  short  athwart 
my  happiness,  and  making  a  wreck  at  once  of  all 
the  poor  girl's  hopes,  and  a  Flemish  account  of  my 
comfort." 

"  It  was  proved  that  she  had  another  husband?" 
said  the  Rover,  nodding  his  head,  understaridingly.  : 
.  "Four,  your  Honour.  The  girl  had  a  love  of  ^ 
company,  and  it  grieved  her  to  the  heart  to  see  aii 
empty  house :  But  then,  as  it  was  seldom  more  than 
one  of  us  could  be  in  port  at  a  timc,#)ere  was  no^ 
•ucjb  need  to  make  the  noise  they  did  about  the  trifle  i 
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Biit^yy  did  it  all,  sir;  envy,  and  the  greediness  of 
the  land-sharks.  Had  every  woman  in  the  parish  as 
many  husbands  as  Kate,  the  devil  a  bit  would  they 
have  taken  up  the  precious  time  of  judge  and  jury,' 
in  looking  into  the  manner  in  which  a  wench  like 
her  kept  a  quiet  household/"* 

/*  And,  since  that  unfortunate  repulse,  you  have 
kept  yourself  altogether  out  of  the  hands  of  matri. 
mony  T* 

"  Ay,  ay;  since^  your  Honour,'"*  returned  Fid, giv- 
ing his  Commander  another  of  those  droll  looks,  in 
which  a  peculiar  cunning  struggled  with  a  more  di- 
rect and  «traight-gding  honesty ;  ♦*  since^  as  you  say 
rightly,  sir ;  though  they  talked  of  a  small  matter  of 
a  bargain  that  I  had  ^nade  with  another  wpman,  my- 
self^ but,  in  overhauling  the  affair,  they  found,  that, 
a«  the  shipping  articles. with  poor  Kate  wouldn't 
bold  together,  why,  they  conld  make  nothing  at  all 
of  me ;  so^  I  was  white-washed  like  a  queen's  par- 
lour, and  sent  adrift." 

**  And  all  this  occurred  aftei*  your  acquaintance 
with  Mr  Wilder?" 

"  Afore, your  Honour;  afore.  I  wasT)ut  a  younker 
in  the  time  ot  it,  seeing  that  it  is  four-and -twenty 
years,  come  May  next,  since  I  haVe  been  towing  at 
the  stern  of  master  Harry.  But  then,  as  I  have  had 
a  sort  of  family  of  my  own,  since  that  day,  why,  the 
less  need,  you  know,  to  be  birthing  myself  again  in 
any  other  man's  hammock.^' 

"  You  were  saying,  it  is  four-and^twenty  years," 
interrupttd  Mr?  Wyllys,  ^'  since  you  made  the  ac- 
qudiintance  of  Mr  Wilder?" 

**  Acquaintance !  Lord,  my  Lady,  little  did  he 
know  of  acquaintances  jt  that  time ;  though,  bless 
him  I  the  lad  has  had  occasion  to  remember  it  often 
enou^  since." 

*»  The  meting  of  two  merfj  of  so  singular  merit, 
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theftover.  .1        v      .  ^i- 

"  It  was,  for  that  matter,  remaAablef  enough,  y?<H» 
Honour;  though,  as  to  the  men t,^  notwithstandio^    ^ 
master  Harry  i?  ofit^  foj  overhauling  t|iat  part ^ 
the  account,  Tve  set  it  dewn  for  ju^t  ppthing  at  aH»'^ 

"  I  confess,  th;gLt^  ii^  a  case  whe^re  two  m^n^.both 
of  whom  are  so  well  qualified  to  judge,  atr^  c^  dife 
ferent  opinions,  I  feel  at  a  loss  to  know  which,  ^ail! 
have  :the  right.  Perhaps,  l|y  thjE^  aid  of  tbe^  fit/ctg^  I 
might  form  a  truer  judgment." 

"Your  Honour  forgetg^  the  Guiueaj^wbo  i^raltoFr 
gether  of  my  mind  in  the  matter,  seeing:  no  greai: 
merit  in  the  thju^  either.  But,  as  you,  ai;e  saying,  j^ir,i 
reading  the  log  is  the  only  true  wafy  ta  l^now  ho(Vf 
fast  a  ship  can  go ;  aod  so,  if  this'  t«ady  ai>d  j^Of 
honour  have  a  mjnd  t(^  come  at  the  triitboC  tfa^jaf' 
(air,  why V  you  have  oWy  to.  s^y  as  mucl^^and  I  w^l 
put  it  all  before  yoii  in  tjreditable  lajoguage."        ,    ■ 

"  Ah  !  there  is  reason  in  your  pmixpositiock,'**  Fdtuin^ 
e^the  l^pver,  inotioning  to  his  coippapjmi  to  Iqiilow 
to  a  part  of  the  poOp  where  they  were  lesaf  ^^pqs^d/ 
to  the  observations  of  inquisitive  eyes.  "  Now,  place 
the  whole  clearly  beflbre  u^ ;  and  thfnyou  m^y  i?i»i>T; 
sider  the  oi^rit^  of  thf  question  disponed  of  dej^ni^. 
tively."  ; 

Fid  was  far  frpjn  discoveilDg  the  smMI^^t  r^]^ict-« 
ance  to  eater  o^  the  r^uir^  detail;;  a^^i  bjjfi^; 
time  he  had  cleared  his  throat,  ireshen^d  l^i^  P^PP^ 
of  th,e  w^ed^  ^od  oth^i^wi^f  disposed  hiHf>$^f  to  f>rb- 
ceed,  Mr^  Wy,ily^  had  sq  far  cpinquer^d'  hfV  re|%k^i 
arice  to  pry  clandestinely  in^pti^e  secrete  of  pj^i^^, 

a§  to  yield  to:^  curiofity  which  she 'fouaA^ft^OilcpJor- 
able,  and  to  take  the  seat  to  which  her  cpr^pai^isA^! 
invited  her  by  a  gesture  pf  his  hand.  :    : ' 

"  I  was  sent  early  to  sea,  your  Honour^fey  Pfijf  fiitd 
th^r^"  cgj3[>aiexH5ed  Fidf  aft^i;  ^sp^  li]^  pxQjifiiaa- 
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ties.had  been  did j  observed,  ^^  who  was,  like  tnyselfv 
m  man  that  pissed  more  of  his  time  on  the  w^ter 
than  on  dry  ground^  thoiigk,  as  h^  was  nothing  more 
than  a  fisheroian^  he  generally  kept  the  land  aboard  ; 
which  is,  after  all,  little  better  than  living  on  it  akof 
g€l:her.  How«omever,  when  I  went,  I  made  a  broad 
offing  at  once,  fetching  up  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Hornv  the  very  first  passage  imode;  whkh  was  nd 
amail  journey  for  a  n^w  beginner;  but  then,  as  I 
waa  only  eight  years  old"- 

"  Eight !  you  are  fto w  speakhig  of  yourtJelf,"  in* 
terropted  the  disappointed  governess, 

"  Certain,  Madam ;  and,  though  genteeler  people 
might  be  talked  of,  it  would  be  hard  to  turn  the  con* 
versation  on  any  man  who  knows  better  how  to  rig 
or  how  to  strip  a  ship.  I  was  beginning  at  the  right 
end  of  my  story;  but,  as  I  fancied  your  Ladyship 
might  not  choose  to  waste  time  in  hearing  conceriN 
ing  my  father  and  mother,  I  cut  the  matter  short,  by 
striking  in  at  eight  years  old,  overlooking  all  about 
my  birth  and  name,  and  such  other  matters  as  are 
usually  1<^ged,  in  a  fashion  out  of  all  reason,  in  your 
everynday  sort  of  narratives." 

*'  Proceed,"  she  rejoined,  with  a  species  of  com  * 
pelled  re^signation, 

^'  My  mind  is  pretty  much  like  a  ship  that  is  about 
to  slip  off  its  ways,"  resumed  Fid.  "  If  she  makes 
a  fair  start,  and  there  ft  neither  jam  nor  dry-rub, 
smack  see  goes  into  the  water,  like  a  sail  let  run  in 
a  calm ;  but,  if  she  once  brings  up,  a  good  deal  of 
labour  is  to  be  gone  through  to  set  her  in  motion 
again.  Now,  in  order  to  wedge  up  my  ideas,  and 
to  get  the  story  slushed,  so  that  I  can  slip  through  it 
with  ease,  it  is  needful  to  overrun  the  part  which  I 
have  just  let  go ;  which  is,  how  my  father  was  a 
fisherman,  andiihow  I  doubled  the  Aom — Ah !  here 
I  have  it  again,  cle^r  of  kiofcs,  fake  nbove  fake,  Hke 
«  wdlncoU^  G«bk ;  soJhat  I^eaojaay  itoot  as  easily 
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iA  the  boiiiwsiii^s  )r«otnki  en  kjUb  fand  bir.tt'iiil 
of  nrtltfi^  stuff.  Well,  1  dlonUnl  iWHoca^iftsir^ 
taying,  and  mi^  have  been  tbeiiifftter  of  &iif  jea«i 
cruising  about  among  the  island^smd  Feai- oftboii 
parts,  which  were  none  of  the  b^st  known  .tfien^  dr, 
for  that  matter^  now.    Ailer  tbis^,  I  serred  id  his  M^ 

fdtj^s  fleet  a  whole  war^  and  got  as  much  faonoor idi 
could  stow^  bene^h  hktchc&  Well,  tbcn^  1  fell  ki 
tirtth  the  Gdiolea— ^tbe  Uack/mj  bftdyi  tfa»t  yon  0M 
turning  in  a  new  clue-garBeM>)ock  for^fiie^st^boani 
c}»e  (M  Ae  foreK^ourse."  *  -  i 

'^  Ay ;  then  you  fell  in  with  liie  A^can^^'  said  th^ 
Rover.  ^ 

^^  Then  we  made  oar  acquatntaifce  f  abd,  aKhbugh 
his  coloar  is  no  whiter^  than  the  teek  of  a  whale,  I 
care  not  who  knows  it,  aftir  master  llarry,'  there  is 
no  man  living  who  has  an  ho^dster  way  w^th  Mntii^ 
or  in  whose  company  I  t^k^  greater  satisfactioii.  To 
be  sure,  your  Hcmdur,  tHe  fellow  is  something  coft* 
tradictory,  and  has  a  great  c^inion  of  his  strengtii^ 
and  thinks  his  equal  is  not  td  be  focmd  at  a  wealher^ 
earing,  or  in  the  bunt  of  a  topisail ;  but  theii  he  is  no 
better  than  a  black,  and  one  is  not  to  be  too  particn^ 
lar  in  lookinginto  the  feults  of  such  as  are  not  acta* 
ally  his  fellow  creatures."  ' 

^  No,  no;  that  would  be  uncharitable  m  tiie  ex- 
fa-efne.'* 

"The  very  words  the  cfliaplaid  used  tcx  let  fly 
aboard  the  ^  Brunswick  P  It  is  a  great  thing  to  b^ve 
schooling,  your  Honour;  since,  if  it  does  nothing 
else,  it  (its  a  man  for  a  boats'i^ain,  and  puts  him  iii 
the  track  of  steering  the  shortest  course  to  heaven^ 
But,  as  I  W9s  saying,  there  was  l  and  Guinea  s^pJ 
mates,  and  in^  reasonable  way  friends^  for  live  year* 
more;  and  then  the  time  arrived  wh^  ^e  tnejt  with 
tiie  mishap  of  the  ivre^k  in  the  WegWiidieS."^ 

^  What  wiwk  V^  -demandal  \m.^s&fi^^  >     r  - 

^1  bog  jnir  Pipwor'i  yttiMb» ;  iibfiv^o^^ 
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fiadb^itb^It  Fm  8to»  the  rinf»  tvm't4iiff  back  iptp 
iiie  ^  wind ;  aind,  before  L  teU-tbe  j^ftitioulfira  qC  tl^ 
wreck,  I  wtU  overran  mj  ideas,- to  aee  tbat  nothing 
is  forgotten  that  should  of  rigbt  be  first  mentiiHied/^ 
The  Rover,  who  saw^  by  the  u^ieasy  gianccq  that 
she  cast  aside,  anti.bjr  tbe  exi>re6sk>n  of  h^  <:oqnte- 
-nance,  how  impidtieat  Ms  09inp%0M>n  w^  becoming 
^for  a  sequel  that  approatcJaied  ao  tardily,  an4  how 
'much  she  dreaded  an  mteiruptionf  ipiide  n significant 
aign  to  her  to  penmit  the  straigbtngoii^  tar  to  takie 
his  own  course,  as  the  best^meaos  of  coming  at  ibe 
^scts  .they  both  longed  so  much  to  hear.     Left  to 
himself,  Fid  soon  took  th^  necessary  review  of  the 
rtransactions,  in  his  own  quaint  manner ;  and,  haying 
.happily  found  that  nothing  wbi(^h  he  considered  dt» 
germain  to  the  present  relation,  was  omitted,  he  pro- 
ceeded at  once  to  the  more  material,  and  what  ws^ 
to  his  auditot^  by  iar  the  most*  ifiterestmg,  portion  of 
«his  harrktive. 

«  '*Well,  as  J  was  telling  your  Honour,^  he  contin- 
ue(d^  ^^  Guinea  was  then  a  maintopmah,  and  I  was 
iBtertioned  in  the  same  place  aboard  the  ^ Proserpine,^ 
a  quick-going  two-and-thirty,  when  we  fell  in  withia 
bit  of  a  smuggler,  between  the  islands  and  the  Span- 
ish Main ;  and  so  the  Captain  made  a  prize  of  her, 
and  ordered  her  into  port ;  for  which  I  have  always 
supposed,  as  he  was  a  sensible  man,  he  had  his  or- 
ders. But  this  is  neither  here  nor  there>  seeing  that 
the  craft  had  got  to  the  end  of  her  rope,  and  founder- 
ed in  a  heavy  hurricane  tlwit  came  over  us,  mayhap 
a  couple  of  days'  run  to  leeward  of  our  haven.. 
Well,  she  was  a  small  boat;  and,  as  she  took  it  into 
her  mind  to  roll  over  oa  her  side  before  she  went  to 
sleep,  the  maste&'s  mate  in  charge,  and  three  others, 
Mid  oflF  her  decks  to  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  as  I  have 
always  had  reason  to  believe,  never  having  heard 
anything  to  the  coiitrary.  it  was  here  that  Gqinea 
-iiiBit  jured  ixi%  the  gt»>d  tAunj  Jq£«  tl^oygh  wq  ha4 
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ofteo  before  shafed  hMger  and  tU'iiBl  lo^efliec,  A 
was  the  first  time  he  ever  jamped  overboard  to  keep 
me  from  taking  in  salt  water  like  a  fish/^^ 

"  He  kept  you  from  drowning  with  the  rest?'' 
'^ril  not  say  just  that  much,  your  Honour;  for 
there  is^o  knowing  what  lucky  accident  might  have 
done  the  same  good  turn  for  me.  Hpwsomever,  see* 
Ing  that  I  can  swim  no  be&er  nor  worse  than  a  dou« 
b]e4ieaded  shot,  I  have  always  been  willing,  to  give 
the  black  credit  for  as  much,  though  little  has  ever 
been  said  between  us  on  the  sul^ect;  for  no  other 
reason,  as  I  can  see,  than  that  settluig-day  has  not 
yet  come.'  Well^  we  contrived  to  get  the  boat  afloat, 
and  enough  into  it  to  keep  soul  and  body  tc^ether, 
and  made  the  best  of  our  way  for  the  land,  seeing 
that  the'cruise  was,  to' all  useful  purposes,  over  in 
that  smuggler.  I  needn't  be  particular  in  telling  this 
lady  of  the  nature* of  boatnluty,  as  she  has  lately 
had  some  experience  in  that  way  herself;  but  1  can 
teil  her  this  much :  Had  it  not  been  for  that  boat  in 
which  the  black  and  myself  spen^he  better  part  of 
ten  days,  she  would  have  fared  but  badly  in  her  own 
navigation." 

"  Explain  your  meaning."  ^ 

."  My  meaning  isplainenough,ydur  Honour,  which 
is,  that  little  else  Mian  the  handy  way  of  master  Harry 
m  a  boat  could  have  kept  the  Bristol  trader's  launch 
above  water,  the  day  we  fell  in  with  it" 

"  But  m  what  manner  was  your  own  shipwreck 
connected  with  the  safety  of  Mr  Wilder!"  demand- 
ed the  governess,  unable  any  longer  to  await  the  dil- 
atory explanation  of  the  prolix  seaman. 

"In  a  very  plain  and  natural  fashion,  my  Lady,  as 
you  will  say  yourself,  when  you  come  to  hear  the 
pitiful  part  of  my  tale.  Well,  there  were  I  and 
Guinea,  rowing  about  in  the  ocean,  on  short  allow- 
ance of  all  things  but  work)  for  two  nights  and  %  da|P, 
beading^n  for  the  i^nds ;  ior,  though  no  great  oat* 


igatprSv^G  could  smoH  the  land,  and  so  we  pulled 
away  lustily,  when  you  coiisicjer  it  was, a  y^ce  \a 
which  life  w£^s  the  wager^  until  we  made,  in  the 
pride  of  the  morning,  as  it  might  be  here,ateast- 
and-by-south,  a  ship  under  bare  pple§  ;  if  a  vessel 
can  be  called  bare  that  had  nothing  better  thi^n  the 
stumps  of  her  three  masts  standing,  and  they  with- 
put  rope  or  rag  to  tell  one  her  rig  or  natipn.  ~  Hojw- 
somever,  as  there  were  three  naked  sticjcs  left,  I  have 
always  put  her  down  for  a  jidl-rigged  ship ;  and,, 
when  we  §ot  nigh  enough  to  take  a  look  at  her  bull, 
I  made  bold  to  say  she  was  of  English  build." 

"  You  boarded  her,^'  observed  the  Rov^r. 

".A^small  task  that,  your  Honour,  since  a  starved 
dbg  was  the  whole  crew,  she  could  muster  to  keep, 
us  off.  It  was  a  solemn  sight  when  we  got  on  her 
decks,  and  qnp  that  bears  hard  pa  my  manhood,"" 
continued  Fid,  with  an  ^ir  that  grew  more  serious 
^as  fee  proceeded,  "  whenever  1  have  occasion,  ta 
overhaul  the  log-book  of  memory," 

"  You  found  her  people  suffering  of  want !" 

^^  We  found  a  noble  ship,  as  helpless  as  a  ballibui 
in  a  tub.  There  she  lay,sa  craft  of  some  four  hundred, 
tons^  w^ter-lbgged,  and  -piotionless  as  a  chu^fcb.  It 
always  gives  me  great  reflection,  sir,  when  1  see  a 
noble  vessel  brought  to  such  a  strait;  for  one  may 
Ifken  her  to  a  man  who  has  been  docked  of  his  finsy 
and^  who  is  getting  to  be  good  for  little  else  thfui  tqt 
be  set  upon  a  cat-head  to  look  out  for  squ^Hs." 

"  'f  he  ship  was  then  deserted  ?" 

"Ay,  the  people  haxj  left  her,  sir,  or  had  been 
W?ished  away  in  the  gust  that  bad  laid  he»  over.  I 
never  qoujd  come  at  the  truth  pf  tfieip  najtiqulars. 
'fhe  dog  had  been  mischievous,  I  conclude,  abput 
the  decks;  and  so  he  had  been  Ushed  to  a  timber- 
head,  the  which  saved  his  life,  since,  happily  for  him» 
he  found  himself  on  the  weaUier-side  when  the  hull 
righted  a  little,^er her spstfsg^VA  w^y.    Well,sir 
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there  was  the  dog,  and  not  much  else,  as  we  cot 
see,  though  we  spent  half  a  day  in  rummaging  round, 
in  order  to  pick  up  any  small  matter  that  might  te' 
useful ;  but  then,  as  the  entrance  to  the  hold  and 
cabin  was  full  of  water,  why,  we  made  ho  great 
affair  of  the  salvage,  after  all/' 
And  then  you  left  the  wreck  ?" 
Not  yet,  your  Honour.     While  knocking  about 
atoong  the  bits  of  riggingj  and  lumber  above  board, 
says  Guinea,  says  he, '  Mister  Dick,  I  hear  soiAe  one 
making  their  plaints  below.'     Now,  I  had  heard  the 
same  noises  myself,  sir ;  but  had  set  them  down  as  the 
spirits  of  the  people  moaning  over  their  losses,  and 
had  said  nothing  of  the  same,  for  fear  of  stirring  up 
the  superstition  of  the  black ;  for  the  best'  of  them 
are  no  better  than  superstitious  niggers,  my  Lady ; 
so  I  said  nothrng  of  what  I  had  heard,  until  he  §aw 
fit  to  broach  the  subject  himself.     Then  we  both 
tiirned-to  to  listening  with  a  will ;  and  sure  enough  "^ 
the  groans  began  to  take  a  human  sound.     It  was  a 
good  while,  howsomever,  before  I  could  ipake  up 
whether  it  was  any  thing  more  than  the  complaining 
of  the  hulk  itself;  for  you  know,  my  Lady,  that  a 
ship  which  is  about  to  smk  makes  her  lamentations 
just  like  any  other  living  thing." 

**  I  do,  I  do,"  returned  the  governess,  shuddering. 
**  1  have  heard  them,  and  never  will  my  mem<iiy 
lose  the  recollection  of  the  sounds." 

"  Ay,  I  thought  you  might  know  something  of  the 
same ;  and  solemn  groans  they  are :  But,  as  the  hulk 
kept  rolling  on  the  top  of  the  sea,  and  no  further 
signs  of  hfer  going  down,  I  began  to  thiiik  it  best  to 
cut  hito  her  abaft,  in  order  to  make  sure  that  s6me 
miserable  wretch  had  not  been  caught  in  hii  ham- 
mock, at  the  time  she  went  over.  Well,  good  wifV 
and  an  axe,  soon  let  us  into  the  secret  of  the  inoskis.,^^ 

"  You  found  a  child  r 

*♦  And  its  mbther;  my  Lady.    As  good  luck^vcmtd' 
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have  it,  they  were  in  a  birth  on  the  weather-ride, 
and  as  yet  the  water  had  not  reached  them.  But 
pent  air  and  hanger  had  nearly  proved  as  bad  as  the 
brine.  The  lady  was  in  the  agony  when  we  got  her 
out ;  and  as  to  the  boy,  prOud  and  strong  as  you  now 
see  him  there  on  yonder  gun,  my  Lady,  he  was  just 
so  miserable,  that  it  was  no  small  matter  to  make 
him  swallow  the  drop  of  wine  and  water  that  the 
Lord  had  left  us,  in  order,  as  I  have  often  thought 
since,  to  bring  him  up  to  be,  as  he  at  this  moment  is, 
the  pride  of  the  ocean  !" 

"But,  the  mother?" 

"  The  mother  had  given  the  only  morsel  Qf  biscuit 
she  had  to  the  child,  and  was  dying,  in  order  that 
the  urchin  might  live.  I  never  could  get  rightly  into 
the  meaning  of  the  thing,  my  Lady,  why  a  woman, 
who  is  no  better  than  a  Lascar  in  matters  of  strength, 
nor  any  better  than  a  booby  in  respect  of  courage, 
should  be  able  to  let  go  her  hold  of  life  in  this  quiet 
fashion,  when  many  a  stout  mariner  would  be  fight- 
ing for  each  mouthful  of  air  the  Lord  might  see  fit 
to  give.  But  there  she  was,  white  as  the  sail  on 
which  the  storm  has  long  beaten,  and  limber  as  a 
pennant  in  a  calm,  with  her  poor  skinny  arm  around 
the  lad,  holding  in  her  hand  the  very  mouthful  that 
might  have  kept  her  own  soul  in  the  body  a  little 
longer." 

"What  did  she,  when  you  brought  her  to  the 
light?" 
>   "  What  did  she !"  repeated  Fid,  whose  voice  was 

getting  thick  and  husky,  "  why,  she  did  a  d d 

honest  thing;  she  gave  the  boy  the  crumb,  and  mo- 
tioned, as  well  as  a  dying  woman  could,  that  we 
^ould  have  an  eye  over  him,  till  the  cruise  of  life 
was  up." 

"  And  was  that  all  ?" 

"  I  have  always  thought  she  prayed ;  for  some- 
thing passed  between  her  and  one^ho  was  not  to 


i 
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be  8e«ii, if  a  «ian  might  |rt^^*bt  thfelfehidfi^B  ^wM^ 
her  eyes  were  turned  albft,  ^nd  he^  lips  i«6ved.  I 
hof>e,  among  others,  she  put  4n  fei  good  ^^ord  ^br  on^ 
Riehard  Fid ;  for  certain  she  had  as  Httle  need-to  fee 
asking  for  herself  as  any'bodty.  Btit  no  man  'Witt 
evefr  fcm>w  Mf hat  she 'S^id,  feeifrg'thaft  her  moath  wa« 
shut  from  that  itiihefbr^eVei'aftef^.''  - 

"She  died r'  '; 

"Sorry  am  I  to  sfeiy  it.  BtJt  the  poor  lady  tra^ 
past  swallowing^hen  She  came  into  our  hands,  and 
then  it  was  but  little  we  had  to  offer  her.  A  <juart 
of  water,  with  mayhap  a  gill  of  \Vine,  a%iscoit,  and 
a  handful  of  rice,  was  no  great  alldwancie  for  two 
hearty  men  to  pull  a  boa^  some  seventy  leagues  ivith^ 
m  the  tropins.  Mowsortnev^r,  when  we  fotnid  no 
more  was  to  bfegot  from  the/ivreck,  and  that,  sincfe 
the  air  had  escaped  by  the  holfe  we  had  cut,  she  lvai 
settling  fafet,  we  thought  it  best  to  get  out  of  her; 
and  sure  enough  we  were  none  t6o  soon,  seeing  that 
she  went  under  just  as  we  had  twitched  our  joFly-*  - 
boat  clear  of  the  suction." 

"  And  the  boy — the  poor  deserted  cihild !"  elfclai ril- 
ed the  governess,  whose  eyes  had  n6w  filled  to  ovfei** 
flowing. 

"Thete  yon  are -all  aback,  rtty  Lady.  Instead  of 
desierting  him,  we  brouglit  hirt  iai way  With  tis,  as  m^ 
did  the  only  other  living  creature  to  be  found  about 
the  vrreck.  But  we  had  still  a  long  journey  before 
us,  and,  to  make  the  niatter  worse,  we  were  out  of 
the  track  of  the  traders.  So  I  put  it  down  as  a  case^ 
for  a  council  of  ail  i^nds,  which  was  no  more  than 
I  artd  the  black,  since  the  lad  was  too  weak  to  talk, 
and  little  could  he  have  said  otherwise  in  oar  situa- 
tion. So  I  begun  mys^tf,  saying,  s^ys  I,*Giiihea,  we 
must  eat  either  this  here  dog,  or  this  here  boy.  If 
we  eat  the  boy,  we  shall  be  no  better  than  the  peo- 
ple in  yourown  Cdufttr}',  who,  you  know;  my  Dady, 
are  cannibals ;  but  if  we  eat  the  dog,  poor  tis:be  it- 
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Vfe  iii^  make  oat  to  keep  soul  and  hoif  together, 
and  to  give  the  child  the  other  matters. ^<-^So  GuiDea, 
he  says,  sajs  he,  ^  Pre  im>  oocasioa  for  food  at  all ; 
give  'em  to  the  boy,'  says  he, '  seeing  that  he  is  little, 
and  has  need  of;  strengtl^.'  Howsomei^^,  master 
Harry  took  no  great  iancy  to  the  dog,  which  we  soon 
finished  betweeis?  us;  ibr  ikie  plain  reason  that  he 
was  so  thin.  After  that,  we  had  ^  hui^y  time  of  it 
ourselves ;  for,  had  we  not  kept  up  the  life  in  the 
lad,  you  know,  it  would  have  slipt  througlr  our 
fingers.'' 

^^  And  you  fed  the  child,  though  fasting  your- 
selves?" 

"  No,  we  wer'n't  altogether  idle,  my  Lady,  seeing 

that  we  kept  our  te^  j^S^i^g  <^  ^^  s^°  ^^  ^^^ 
dog^  though  I  will  not  say  that  the  food  was  over 
savoury.  And  then,  as  we  had  no  occasion  to  lose 
time  in  eating,  ^we  kept  the  oars  going  so  much  the 
livelier.  Well,  we  got  in  at  one  of  the  islands  after 
a  time,  though  neither  1  nor  the  nigger  had  much' to 
boast  of  as  to  strength  or  weight  when  we  made  the 
first  kitchen  we  fell  in  with." 

"  And  the  child '/" 

"  Oh!  he  was  doing  well  enough;  for,  as  the  doc- 
tors afterwards  told  us,  the  short  allov^rance  on  which 
he  was  put  did  him  no  harm." 

"  You  sought  his  friends  ?" 

"  Why,  as  for  that  matter,  my  Lady,  so  far  as  1 
have  been  able  to  discover,  he  was  with  his  best 
friends  already.  We  had  neither  chart  nor  bearings 
by  which  we  knew ''how  to  steer  in  search  of  his 
family.  His  name  he  called  master  Harry,  by  which 
itjs  clear  he  was  a  gentleman  born,  as  indeed  any 
one  may  see  by  looking  at  him ;  but  not  another 
Word  could  I  learn  of  his  relations  or  country,  ex- 
cept that,  as  he  spoke  the  English  language,  and  was 
found  in  an  English  ship,  there  is  a  natural  reason 
to  believe  he  is  of  English  build  himself." 
-  Vol.  II.  M 
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^^  Did  jcii  fiot  learn  the  name  of  the  sli^)^*'  de^ 
manded  the  attentive*Rover,  in  whose  countenance^ 
the  ti^acea  of  a  lively  interest  were  very  distinctlj 
discernible. 

"Why,  as  to  that  matter,  your  Honour^  schools 
were  scarce  in  my  part  of  the  country ;  and  in 
Africa,  you  know,  there  is  no  great  matter  of  learn- 
ing ;  so  that,  bad  hdr  name  been  out  of  water,  which 
it  was  not,  we  might  have  been  bothered  to  read  it 
Howsomever,  there  was  a  horse-bucket  kicking  about 
Tier  decks,  and  which,  as  luck  would  have  it,  got 
jammed-in  with  the  pumps  in  such  a  fashion  that  it 
did  not  go  overboard  until  we  took  it  with  us.  Well, 
this  bucket  had  a  name  painted  on  it ;  and,  after  we 
had  leisure^  for  the  thing,  I  got  Guinea,  who  has  a 
natural  turn  at  tattoottig,  to  rub  it  into  my  arm  in 
gunpowder,  as  the  handiest  way  of  logging"  these 
small  particulars.  Your  Honour  shall  see  what  the 
black  has  made  of  it."  ^ 

So  saying,  Fid  very  coolly  doffed  his  jacket,  and 
laid  bare,  to  the  elbow,  one  of  his  brawny  arms,  on 
which  the  blue  impression  was  still  very  plainly  vis- 
ible. Although  the  letters  were  rudely  imitated,  it 
was  not  ^difficult  to  read,^in  the  skin,  the  words  **  Ark, 
of  Lynnhaven." 

"  Here,  then,  you  had  a  cjue  at  once  to  find  the 
relatives  of  the  boy,"  observed  the  Rover,  after  he 
had  deciphered  the  letters.  ^ 

"It  seems  not,  your  Honour;  for  we  took  the 
child  with  us  aboard  the  '  Proserpine,'  and  our  wor- 
thy Captain  carried  sail  hard  after  the  people ;  but 
no  one  could  give  any  tidings  of  such  a  craft  as  the 
*  Ark,  of  Lynnhaven ;'  and,  after  a  twelvemonth,  or 
more,  we  were  obliged  to  give  up  the  chase." 

"Could  the  child  give  no  account  of  his  friends?" 
demanded  the  governess. 

"  But  little,  my  Lady ;  for  the  reason  he  knew  bat 
little  about  himself.     So  we  gave  the  matter  over  al- 
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lo^lher ;  I,  and  Gairu:a,  and  the  Captain,  and  all  of 
us,  turning'-to  to  educate  the  boy.  He  got  his  sea-^ 
manship  of  the  black  and  myself,  and  mayhap  «ome 
little  of  his  manner^  also ;  and  his  navigation  and' 
Latin  of  the  Captain,  who  proved  his  friend  till  such 
a  time  as  he  was  able  to  take  care  of  himself,  and, 
for  that  matter,  some  years  afterwards." 

"And  how   long  did   Mr  Wilder  continue  in  a' 
King's  ship  ?"  asked  the  Rover,  in  a  careless  and 
apparently  indifierent  manner. 

"  Long  enough  to  learn  all  that  is  taught  there, 
your  Honour,*"  was  the  evasive  reply. 

"  He  came  to  be  an  officer,  I  suppose  ?" 

•'  If  he  didn't,  the  King  had  the  worst  of  the  bar- 
gain.— But  what  is  this  1  see  hereaway,  atween  the 
backstay  and  the  vang?  It  looks  like  a  sail ;  or  is 
it  only  a  gull  flapping  his  wings  before  he  rises  ?" 

"  Sail,  ho  1"  called  the  look-out  from  the  mast 
head.  "  Sail,  ho  !"  was  echoed/ro^i  a  top  and  from 
i&ie  deck ;  the  glittering  though  distant  object  having 
struck  a  dozen  vigilant  eyes  at  the  same  instant.  The 
Rover  was  compelled  to  lend  his  attention  to  a  sum- 
mons so  often  repeatied ;  and  Fid  profited  by  the  cir- 
cumstance to  quit  the  poop,  with  the  hurry  of  one 
who.  was  not  son*y  for  the  interruption.  Then  the 
governess  arose  too,  and,  thwightful  and  melancholy^, 
she  sought  the  privacy  of  her  cabin. 


'       CHAPTER  iX. 

'    •*  Their  preparation  is  to-daj  by  sea." — Anthony  and  Cleoj^atra. 

"  Sail,  ho !"  in  the  little  frequented  sea  in  which 
the  "  Rover"  lay,  was  a  cry  that  quickened  every 
dull  pulsation  in  the  bosoms  of  her  crew.  Many 
weeks,  had  now,  according  to  their  method  of  caku- 
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lation,  been  entif Ibly  lost  in  the  visU)oar}'.knd'prdfil^ 
less  plans  of  their  chief.  They  were  not  of\a  tenii* 
"per  to  reason  on  the  fatality  which  had  forced  the 
Bristol  trader  from  their  toils  \  it  was  enough,  for 
their  rough  natures,  that  the  rich  spoil  had  escaped 
them.  Without  examining  for  the  causes  of  this 
loss,  as  has  he&n  already  seen,  ihej  had  been  but  to0 
*wq11  disposed  to  visit  their  disappointment  on  the 
head  of  the  innocent  officer  who  was  charged  with 
the  care  of  a  vessel  that  they  already  considered  a 
prize.  Here,  then,  was  at  length  an  opportunity  to 
repair  their  loss.  The  stranger  was  about  to  encoun-*. 
tei  them  in  a  part  of  the  ocean  where  succour  was 
nearly  hopeless,  and  where  time  might  be  afforded^ 
to  profit,  to  the  utmost,  by  any  success  that  the  free^' 
hooters  should  obtain.  Every  man  in  tlie  siiip  seem^ 
ed  sensible  of  these  advantages ;  and,  as  the  wofxla 
sounded  from  mast  to  yard,  and  from  yard  to  deck, 
they  were  tak^  4p  in  cheerful  echos  from  fifty 
mouths,  which  repeated  the  cry,  until  it  was  heard 
issuing  from  the  inmost  recesses  of  the  yessel. 

The  Rover  himself  manifested  more  than  usua] 
satisfaction  at  this  prospect  of  a  capture.^  He  was 
quite  aware  of  tiie  necessity  of  some  brilliant  or  of 
some  profitable  exploit,  to  curb  the  rising  tempers  of 
his  men;  and  long  etpmence  had  tau^t liim  that 
he  could  ever  draw  the  Qords  of  di^iplitie  the  tight- 
est in  moments4hat  appeared  the  most  to  require  the 
exercise  of  his  own  high  courage  and  consummate 
skill.  He  walked  fcward,  therefore,  among  his 
people,  with  a  countenance  that  was  no  longer  buried 
in  reserve,  speaking  to  several,  whom  he  addressed 
by  name,  and  of  whom  Jie  did  not  even  disdain  to 
^  ask  opinions  concerning  the  character  of  the  distant 
sail.  When  a  sort  of  implied  assurance  that  their 
recent  offences  were  overlooked  had  thus  beeti  given, 
he  summoned  Wilder,  the  General,  and  one  or  two 
others  of  the  superior  ofUcei^,  to  the  poop,  jjvhere 
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they  all  disposed  themselves  to  make  more  particular 
and  titore  certain  observations,  by  the  aid  of  a  half- 
dozen  excellent  glasses.  ' 

Many  minutes  were  now  passed  in  silent  and  in- 
tense scrutiny.  TYSf  day  was  cloudless,  the  wind 
fresh^  without  being  heavy,  the  sea  long,  even,  and 
far  from  high,  and,  m  short,  all  things  combined,  as 
far  as  is  ever  seen  on  the  restless  ocean,  not  only  to 
4id  their  examination,  but  to  favour  those  subsequent 
evolutions  which  each  instant  rendered  more  proba- 
ble would  become  necessary. 

**  It  is  a  ship  !"  exclaimed  the  Hover,  lowering'his 
glass,  the  first  to  proclaim  the  result  of  his  long  and 
close  inspection^ 

"It  is  a  ship!"  echoed  the  General,  across 
whose  disciplined  features  a  ray  of  something  like 
animated  satisfaction  was  making  an  effort  to  display 
itself. 

*' A  full-rigged  ship  !"  continued  a  third,  relieving- 
his  eye  in  turn,  and  answering  to  the  grim  smile  of 
the  soldier. 

"  There  must  be  something  to  hold  up  all  those 
lofty  spars,"  resumed  their  Commander.  "A  huH 
of  price  is  beneath. — But  you  say  nothing,  Mr  Wil- 
der !     You  make  her  out" — ^ — 


"  A  ship  of  size,"  returned  our  adventurer,  who, 
though  hitherto  silent,  had  been  far  from  the  least  in- 
terested in  his  investigations.     "  Does  my  glass  de 

ceive  me — or" *  ^ 

"Orwh'at,sir?"  ^     ' 

"  I  see  her  to  the  heads  ^her  courses." 
"  You  see  her  as  I  do.     It  is  a  tall  ship  on  an  easy 
bow-line,  with  every  thing  set  that  will  draw.     And 
she  is  standing  hitherward.     Her  lower  sails  have 
lifted  within  five  minutes." 

"  I  thought  as  much.     But" — ^ 

"But  what,  sir?    There  can  be  Kttle  doubt  but 

she  is  heading  north-and-east.    Since  she  is  so  kind 
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as  to  spare  us  the:  pains  of  a  cbase,^^^  wyinotrbuin^ 
our  movements,  uet  her  come  on^  I^w  Wt»  yoa 
the  manner  of  the  stranger's  advance,  Geneml  ?" 

^^  Unmilitary,  but  enticing !  There  is  a  look  of  the 
mines  about  her  very  royals/^ 

^^  And  you,  gentlemen,  do  you  also  see  the  fashion 
of  a  galleon  in  her  upper  sails  ?" 
,  '*^  'Tis  not  unreasonable  to  believe  it,"  answered 
one  of  the  inferiors.  ^^  The  Dons  are  said  to  run 
this  passage  often,  in  order  to  escape  speaking  U9 
gentlemen,  who  sail  with  roving  commis$i0ns/'      / 

"  Ah  I  your  Don  is  a  prince  of  the  earth  I  There 
il  charity  in  lightening  his  golden  burden,  pr  the  man 
would  sink  under  it,  as  did  the  Roman  matron  under 
the  pressure  of  the  Sabine  shields. .  I  think  you  see 
no  such  gilded  beauty  in  the  stranger,  Mr  Wilder." 

"  It  is  a  heavy  ship  !"^ 

"The  more  likely  to  bear  a  noble  freight.  You 
are  new,  sir,  to  this  merry  trade  of  ours,  or  you 
would  know  that  size  is  a  quality  we  always  esteem 
in  our  visiters.  If  they  carry  pennants^  -we  leave 
them  to  meditate  on  the  many  '  slips  which  exist  be- 
tween the  cup  and  the  lip  ;'  and,  if  stored  with  metal 
no  more  dangerous  than  that  of  Potosi,  they  geneiv 
ally  sail  the  faster  after  passing  a  few  hours  in  oiir 
company."  ^  .         ' 

"  Is  not  the  stranger  m^ing  signals  ?"  demand^ 
Wilder,  thoughtfully.  ? 

"  Is  he  so  quick  to  ^e  us  !  A  good  look-out  RMist 
be  had,  when  a  vessel ^at  is  merely  steadied  by  her 
stay-sails,  can  be  seenflB  for.  Vigilanc*e  is  a  never- 
failing  sign  of  value  1" 

A  pause  succeeded,  during  which  all  the  glasses, 
in  imitation  of  that  of  Wilder,  were  again  raised  in 
the  direction  of  the  stranger.  Different  opifiions 
were  given;  some  affirmifig,  and  some  doubting,  the 
feet  of  the  signals.  The  Kover  himself  was  silent, 
tbo^  hi9  pl^ervation  was  keen,  a»d  long  CQ&tisui^ 
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;  *V We  hava  wearied  our  eyes  till  sight  U  getting 
4ioi»^'  he  said*  "  I  have  found  the  use  of  trying  frei^h 
organs  when  my  own  hav<e  refused  to  serve  me% 
Come  hither,  lad/^  he  continued,  addressing  a  man  ^ 
who  was  e}:ecuting  some  delicate  joh  in  seamanship 
on  the  poop^at  no  great  distance  from  the  spot  where 
the  groupe  of  officers  had  placed  themselves ;  "come 
hither:  TeU  no^  what  you  make  of  the  sail  in  the 
south-western  board." 

The  man  proved  to  be  Scipio,  who  had  been  cho- 
sen, for  his  expertness,  to  perform  the  task  in  ques- 
tion. Placing  his  cap  on  the  deck,  in  a  reverence 
even  deeper  than  that  which  the  seaman  usually 
manifests  toward  his  superior,  he  lifted  the  glass  in 
one  hand,  while  with  the  other  he  covered  the  eye 
that  had  at  the  moment  no  occasion  for  the  use  of 
its  vision.  But  no  sooner  did  the  wandering  instru- 
ment fall  on  the  distant  object,  than  he  dropped  it 
again,  and  fastened  his  look,  in  a  sort  of  stupid 
admiration,  on  Wilder. 

"  Did  you  see  tlie  sail  ?"  demanded  the  Rover. 
"  Masser  can  see  him  wid  he  naked  eye.'' 
"  Ay,  but  what  make  you  of  him  by  the  aid  of  the 
glass?" 

"  He'm  ship,  sir." 
"  True.     On  what  course  ?" 
."  He  got  he  starboard  tacks  aboard,  sir." 
*'  Still  true.     But  has  he  signals  abroad?" 
"  He'm  got  tVee  new  cloths  in  he  maintop-gallant 
royal,  sir." 

"  His  vessel  is  all  the  betteWbr  the  repairs.  Did 
you  see  his  flags  V 


"  He'm  show  no  flag,  masser." 


"  I  thought  as  much  myself.  Go  forward,  lad — 
stay'—^one  often  gets  a  true  idea  by  seeking  it  where 
it  is  not  thought  to  exist.  Of  what  size  do  you  take 
the«tranger  to  be  ?" 

^^He'm  just  seven  hundred  aiod  fifty  tons,,  msi$ser." 
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« How*8  thiB !  The  tongue  of  yo«r  iiegfb,  Mr 
Wilder,  is  as  exact  as  a  carpenter^s  rale.  The  fellotr 
speaks  of  the  size  of  a  vessel ,  that  is  hull  down,  wift 
an  air  as  authontative  as  a  runner  of  the  King''9  cus-  1 
toms  could  pronounce  on  the  same,  after  she  had 
heen  submitted  to  the  office  admeasutement^^ 

^^^  You  will  have  consideration  for  the  ignorance 
of  the  black ;  men  of  his  unfortunate  state  are  sel- 
dom skilful  in  answering  interrogatories.^^ 

"  Ignorance !"  repeated  the  Rover,  glancing  his 
eye  uneasily,  and  with  a 'rapidity  peculiar  to  himsdf, 
from  one  to  the  other,  and  from  both  to  the  rising 
object  in  the  horizon :  ^  Skilful !  I  know  not :  The 
man  has  no  air  of  doubt. — You  think  her  tonhage 
to  be  precisely  that  which  you  have  said  ?" 

Thc^'^ijgc  dark  eyes  of  Scipio  rolled,  in  tum,firom~ 
his  new^t:/6mmander  to  his  ancient  master,  while,  foi 
a  moment,  his  faculties  appeared  to  be  lost  in  inextri- 
cable confusion.  But  the  uncertainty  continued  only 
fpr  a  moment  He  no  sooner  read  the  frown  diat 
was  gathering  deeply  over  the  brow  of  the  latter, 
than  the  air  of  confidence  with  which  he  had  pro- 
nounced his  former  opinion  vanished  in  a  look  of 
obstinacy  so  settled,  that  one  might  well  have  de- 
spaired of  ever  driving,  or  enticing,  him  again  to 
seem  to  think. 

"  I  ask  you,  if  the  stranger  may  not  be  a  dozen 
tons  larger  or  smaller  than  what  you  have  named  ?" 
continued  the  Rover,  when  be  found  his  former  ques- 
tion was  not  likely  to^e  soon  answered. 

"  He^m  just  as  massir  wish  'em,"  returned  Scipio. 

^^  I  wish  him  a  thousand ;  since  he  will  then  prove 
the  richer  prize." 

"  I  s'pose  he'm  quite  a  thousand,  sir." 

^'  0/  a  sriug  ship  of  three  hundred,  if  lined  with 
gold,  might  do." 

'^  He  look  berry  like  a  free  hundred." 

'^  T^  me  it  seen»  a  brig." 
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1.   <^  I  tHnk  hinS  brig  toch,  masster." 

*'  Or  possibly,  after  all,  the  stranger  may  prove  9 
schooner,  with  tnany  lofty  and  light  sails." 

"  A  schooner  often  carry  a  royal,"  returned  the 
•bla€^,  resolute  to  acquiesce  in  kll  the  other  said. 

"  Who  knows  it  is  a  sail  at  all  I  Forward  there ! 
It  may  be  well  to  have  more  opinions  tiiannone  on 
so  weighty  a  matter.  Forward  there !  «end  the  fore- 
tqpmau  that  is  called  Fid  upon  the  poop.  Your 
.  companions  are  so  intelligent  and.  so  faithful,  Mr 
.  Wilder,  that  you  are  not  to  be  surprised  if  I  shew 
an  undue  desire  for  their  information." 

Wilder  compressed  bis  lips,  and  the  rest  of  the 
.  groupe  manifested  a  good  deal  of  amazement ;  but 
the  latter  had  beea  too  long  ac<:u8tomed  to  the 
caprice  of  their  Commander,  and  the  furmflr'  was 
too  wise,  t^  speak  at  a  moment  whe%  his  liumour 
seemed  at  llie  highest.  The  topman,  however,  was 
not  long  in  making  his  appearance,  and  then  the 
.  chief  saw  fit  again  to  br^ak  the  silence. 

^^  And  you  tibiink  it  questionable  whether  it  be  a 
sail  at  all?"  he  continued. 

"  He'm  sartaim  notling  but  a  fiy-awfty,"  returned 
the  obstinate  black. 

"You  hear  what  your  friend  the  negro  says,  mas- 
ter Fid  ;  he  thinks  that  yonder  object^  which  is  lifling 
so  fast  to  leeward,  is  not  a  sail." 

As  the  topman  saw  no^ufScient  reason  for  con- 
cealing his  astonishment  at  this  wild  opinion,  it  was 
manifested  with  all  the  embellishments  with  which 
die  individual  in  question  usually  set  forth  any  of 
his  more  visible  emotions.  After  casting  a  short 
glance  in  the  direction  of  the  sail,  in  order  to  assure 
himself  there  had  been  no  deception,  he  turned  his 
eyes  in  great  disgust  on  Scipio,  as  if  he  would  vin- 
dicate the  credit  of  the  association  at  the  expense 
of  some  little  contempt  for  the  ignorance  of  his 
<  companion 


J 
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"What  the  devil  do  you  take  it  for,  Gainea?  a 
church  ?''  • 

"  I  t'ink  he'm  church,"  responded  the  acquiescent 
black. 

"  Lord  help  the  dark-skinned  fool !  Your  Honour 

knows  that  conscience  is  d nab-y  overlooked  in 

Africa^  and  will  not  judge  the  nigger  hardly  for  any 
little  blunder  he  may  make  in  the  account  of  his  re- 
ligion. But  the  fellow  is  a  thorough  seaman,  zxA 
should  know  a  top-gallant-sail  from  a  weathercock. 
Now,  look  you,  S'ip,  for  the  credit  of  your  friends, 
if  you've  no  great  pride  on  your  own  behalf,  just  tell 
his" 

"  It  is  of  no  account,"  interrupted  the  Rover. 
"  Take  you  this  gla§s,  and  pass  an  opinion  on  the 
sail  in  sight  yourself." 

Fid  scraped  his  foot,  and  made  a  low  bow,  in  ac- 
Jcnowledgment  of  the  compliment ;  and  then,  depos- 
iting his  Tittle  tarpaulin  hat  on  the  deck  of  the  poop, 
he  very  composedly,  andj  as  he  flattered  himself, 
very  understandingly,  disposed  of  his  person  to  take 
the  desired  view.  The  gaze  of  the  topman  was  fiir 
longer  than  had  been  that  of  his  black  companion; 
and  it  is  to  be  presumed,  in  consequence,  much  more 
accurate.  Instead,  however,  of  venturing  any  sud- 
den opinion,  when  his  eye  was  wearied',  he  lowered 
the  glass,  and  with  it  his  head,  standing  long  in  the 
attitude  of  one  whose  thoughts  had  received  some 
subject  of  deep  cogitation.  During  the  process  of 
thinking,  the  weed  was  diligently  rolled  over  bis 
tongue,  and  one  hand  was  stuck  a*kimbo  into  bif 
side,  as  if  he  would  brace  all  his  faculties  to  support 
some  extraordinary  mental  effort. 
^  "  I  wait  your  opinion,"  resumed  his  attentive 
Commander,  when  he  thought  sufficient  time  had 
been  allowed  to  mature,  the  opiqion  even  of  Richard 
Fid. 

"  Will  your  Honour  just  tell  me  w^hat  day  of  the 
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month  this  here  maj'  be,  and  mayhap,  at  the  game 
time,  the  day  of  the  week  too,  if  it  shouldn't  be 
giving  too  much  trouble?" 

His  two  questions  were  directly  answered. 

"  We  had  the  wind  at  east-with-southing,  the  first 
jday  out,  and  then  it  chopped  in  the  night,  and  blew 
great  guns  at  north-west,  where  it  held  for  the  mat- 
ter of  a  week.  After  which  there  was  an  Irishman's 
hurricane,  right  up  and  do\yn,  for  a  day ;  then  we 
got  into  these  here  trades,  which  have  stood  as  steady 
as  a  ship's  chaplain  over  a  punch  bowl, ever  since." — 

Here  the  topman  closed  his  soliloquy,  in  order  to 
agitate  the  tobacco  again,  it  being  impossible  to  con- 
duct the  process  of  chewing  and  talking  at  one  and 
the  same  time. 

"  Whiat  of  th6  stranger  ?"  demanded  the  Rover,  a 
little  impatiently. 

"It's  no  church,  that's  certain,  your  Honour," 
said  Fid,  very  decidedly. 

"Has  he  signals  flying?" 

"He  may  be  speaking  with  his  flags,  but  it  needs 
a  better  scholar  than  Richard  Fid  to  know  what  he 
would  say.  To  my  eye,  there  are  three  new  cloths 
in  his  mam-top-gallant-royal,  but  no  bunting  abroad." 

"  The  man  is  happy  in  having  so  good  a  sail.  Mr 
Wilder,  do  you  too  see  the  darker  cloths  in  ques- 
tion ?"  ... 

"  There  is  certainly  something  which  miglit  be 
taken  for  canvas  newer  than  the  rest.  \  believe  I 
first  mistook  the  same,  as  the  sun  fell  brightest  on  the 
sail,  for  the  signals  I  named." 

"  Then  we  are  not  seen,  and  may  lie  quiet  for  a 
while,  though  we  enjoy  the  advantage  of  measuring 
the  stranger,  foot  by  foot — even  to  tFie  new  cloths  in 
his  royal !" 

The  Rover  spoke  In  a  tone  that  was  strangely  di- 
vided between  sarcasm  and  thought.  He  then  made 
an  impatient  gesture  to  the  seamen  to  quit  the  poop. 
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When  they  were  alone,  he  turned  to  his  silent  aW 
respectful  officers,  continuing,  in  a  manner  th^it  wiais 
grave,  while  it  was  conciliatory, — 

"  Gentlemen,"  he  said,  "  our  idle  time  is  past,  and 
fortune  has  at  length  brought  activity  into  our  track. 
Whether  the  ship  in  sight  be  of  just  seven  hundred, 
and  fifty  tons,  is  more  than  I  can  pretend  to  pro- 
nounce, but  something  there  is  which  any  seaman 
may  know.  By  the  squareness  of  her  upper-yards, 
the  symmetry  with  which  tliey  are  trimmed,  and  the 

Eress  of  canvas  she  bears  on  the  v^ind,  1  pronounce 
er  to  be  a  vessel  of  war.     Do  any  diifer  from  my 
opinioTiL?     Mr  Wilder,  speak." 

"  I  feel  the  truth  of  all  your  reasons,  and  think 
with  you."  ^    _ 

A  shade  of  gloomy  distrust,  which  had  gathered 
over  the  brow  of  the  Rover  during  the  foregoing 
scene,  lighted  a  little  as  he  listened  to  the  direct  and 
frank  avowal  of  his  lieutenant. 

"  You  believe  she  bears  a  pennant  ?  I  like  this 
manliness  of  reply.  Then  comes  another  question : 
Shall  we  fi^hther?" 

To  this  interrogatory  it  was  not  so -easy  to  give  a 
decisive  answer.  Each  officer  consulted  the  opinions 
of  his  comrades,  in  their  eyes,  until  their  leader  saw . 
fit  to  make  his  application  still  more  personal. 

"  Now,  General,  this  is  a  question  peculiarly  fitted   . 
for  your  wisdom,"  he  resumed  :  "  Shall  we  give  bat- 
tle to  a  pennant?  or  shall  we  spread  our  wings,  and 
fly?" 

"  My  bullies  are  not  drilled  to  the  retreat.  Give 
them  any  other  work  to  do,  and  I  will  answer  for 
their  steadiness." 

"  But  shall  we  adventure,  without  a  reason  ?^ 

"The  Spaniard  often  sends  his  bullion  home  inir  ' 
der  cover  of  a  cruiser's  guns,"  observed  one  of  the 
inferiors,  who   rarely  found   pleasure   in  any  riA 
that  did  not  infer  its  correspondent  benefit.     "  W^ 


niajfeel  the  stranger;  \(  he  carries  more  than  his 
guas,  he  will  Betray  it  by  his  reluctaace  to  speak ; 
but  if  poor,  we  shall  find  him  fierce  as  a  half-fed 
tiger." 

^^  There  is  sense  in  your  counsel,  Brace,  and  it 
shall  be  regarded.  Go  then,  gentlemen,  to  your  sev-" 
eral  duties.  We'll  pass  the  half  hour  that  may  be 
.  needed,  before  his  hull  st^U  rise,  in  looking  t<^  our 
gear,  and  overhauling  the  guns.  As  it  is  not  decided' 
to  fight,  let  what  is  done  be,  done  without  display. 
My  people  ^ust  see  no  receding  from  a  resolution 
taken." 

Thje  groupe  then  separated,  each  man  preparing 
to  undertake  the  task  that  more  especially  belonged 
to  the  situation  that  he  filled  in  the  ship.  Wilder 
was  about  to  retire  with  the  rest,  but  a  significant 
sign  drew  him  to  the  side  of  his  chief,  who  continued 
on  the  poop  alone  with  his  new  confederate. 

"  The  monotony  of  our  lives  is  now  likely  to  be 
interrupted,  Mr  Wilder,"  commenced  the  former, 
first  glancing  his  eye  around,  to  make  sure  they  were 
alone.  "  I  have  seen  enough  of  your  spirit  and 
steadiness,  to  be  sure,  that,  should  accident  disable  me 
to  conduct  the  fcrtunes  of  these  people,  my  authority 
will  fall  into  firm  and  able  hand^." 

^^  Should  such  a  calamity  befall  us,  I  hope  it  may 
be  found  that  your  expectations  shall  not  be  deceived." 

**  I  have  confidence,  sir ;  and,  where  a  brave  man 
reposes  his  confidence,  he  has  a  right  to  hope  it  will 
not  be  abused.     I  speak  in  reason." 

**  I  acknowledge  the  justice  of  your  words." 

"  I  would.  Wilder,  that  we  had  known  each  other 
earlier.  But  what  nriatters  vain  regrets !  These 
fellows  of  yours  are  keen  of  sight  to  note  those  cloths 
so  soon !" 

"  'Tis  just  the  observation  of  people  of  theFr  class. 

The    nicer  distinctions  which  marked  the  cruiser 

came  first  from  yourself!" 
Vol.  II.  N 
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"  And  then  the  *  seven  hundred  and  fifty  tons'  of ' 
the  black ! — It  was  giving  an  opinion  with  great  de- 
cision." t' 

"  It  is  the  quality  of  ignorance  to  be  positive." 

"  You  say  truly.     Cast  an  eye  at  the  stranger,  and 
tell  me  how  he  comes  on." 

Wilder  obeyed,  seemingly  ^ad  to  be  relieved  from 
a  discourse  that  he  might  have  found  embarrassing. ' 
Many  monaents  were  passed  before  he  dropped  the 
glass,  during  which  time  not  a  svllable  fell  from  the 
lips  of  his  companion.  When  he  turned,  however, 
to  deliver  the  result  of  his  observations,  he  met  an 
eye,  that  seemed  to  pierce  his  soul,  fastened  on  his 
countenance.  Colouring  highly,  as  if  he  resented 
the  suspicion  betrayed  by  the  act.  Wilder  closed  his 
half-open  lips,  and  continued  silent. 
'   "  And  the  ship  ?"  deeply  demanded  the  Rover. 

^' The  ship  has  already  raised  her  courses;  in  a 
few  more  minutes  we  shall  see  the  hull." 

"  It  is  a  swift  vessel !  She  is  standing  directly  for 


us." 


I  think  not.  Her^head  is  lying  more  at  east." 
"  It  may  be  well  to  make  certain  of  that  fact.  You 
are  right,"  he  continued,  after  taking  a  look  himself 
at  the  approaching  cloud  of  canvas ;  "  you  are  very 
right  As  yet  we  are  not  seen.  Forward  there! 
haul  down  that  head  stay-sail ;  we  will  steady  the 
ship  by  her  yards.  Now  let  him  look  with  all  his 
eyes ;  they  must  be  good  to  see  these  naked  spars  at 
such  a  distance." 

Our  adventurer  made  no  reply,  assenting  to  the 
truth  of  what  the  other  had  said  by  a  simple  inclina- 
tion of  his  head.  They  then  resumed  the  walk  to 
and  fro  in  their  narrow  limits,  neithej  manifesting, 
however,  any  anxiety  to  renew  the  discourse. 

"  We  are  in  good  condition  for  the  alterriative  of 
flight  or  combat,"  the  Rover  at  length  observed,  while 
he  cast  a  rapid  look  over  the  preparations  which  had  ' 
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Veen  unostentatiously  in  progress  from  the  moment 
when  the  officers  dispersed.  "  Now  will  1  confess, 
Wilder,  a  secret  pleasure  in  the  belief  that  yonder 
audacious  fool  carries  the  boasted  commission  of  the 
German  who  wears  the  Crown  of  Britain.  Should 
he  prove  more  than  man  may  dare  attempt,  I  will 
flout  him;i;hough  prudence  shall  check  any  further 
uttempts;  and,  should  he  prove  an  equal,  would  it 
not  gladden  your  eyes  to  see  Stf  Geoi^  come  droop- 
iRg  to  the  water  ?" 

"I  thought  that  men  in  our  pursuit  left  honour  to 
rilly  heads,  and  that  we  seldom  struck  a  blow  that 
was  not  intended  to  ring  on  a  metal  more  precious 
than  iron.*" 

"  'Tis  tlie  character  the  world  gives ;  but  I,  for 
one,  would  rather  lower  the  pride  of  the  minions  of 
King  Geoi^e  than  possess  the  powep-  of  unlocking 
his  treasury !  Said  1  well.  General  ?''  he  added,  as 
the  individual  he  named  approached ;  ^'  said  I  well, 
in  asserting  there  was  glorious  pleasure  in  making  a 
pennant  trail  upon  the  sea?'' 

**  We  fight  for  victory,"  returned  the  martinet.  "  I 
am  ready  to  engage  at  a  minutCT  notice.^' 

"  Prompt  and  decided,  as  a  soldier. — Now  tell  me, 
General, if  Fortune,  or  Chance, or  Providence,  which- 
ever of  the  powers  you  may  acknowledge  for  a  lead- 
er, were  to  give  you  the  option  of  enjoyments,  in 
what  would  you  find  your  deepest  satisfaction  ?'' 
-  The  soldier  seemed  to  ruminate,  ere  he  answer 
cd, — 

*»  I  have  often  thou^it,  that,  were  I  commander  of 
ftings  on  earth,  I  should,  backed  by  a  dozen  of  my 
stoutest  bullies,  charge  at  the  door  of  that  cave  which 
was  entered  by  the  tailor's  boy,  him  they  call  Alad- 
din." 

"  The  genuine  aspirations  of  a  freebooter  !  In  such 
a  case,  the  magic  trees  would  soon  be  disburdened 
6t  their  fruit     Still  it  might  prove  an  inglorious  vie- 
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tory,  since  incantations  and  charms  are  tiie  ^^eapMi 
of  the  combatants.     Call  you  lionoar  nothing?'' 

"  Hum  !  I  fought  for  honour  half  of  a  reasooabljp- 
long  life,  and  found  myself  as  light  at  the  close  of  aU 
my  dangers  as  at  the  beginning.  Honour  end  I  hav# 
shaken  hands,  unless  it  be  the  lK>nour  of  comii^  ofi 
conqueror.  I  have  a  strong  disgust  of  defeat,  but  aib 
always  ready  to  sell  the  mere  honour  of  the  yictorj 
cheap.''  ^ 

"  Well,  let  it  pass.  The  quality  of  the  aeirice  is 
much  the  same,  find  the  motive  where  you  will. — 
How  now !  who  has  dared  to  let  yonder  to}>-galIlan(- 
sail  fly  ?" 

The  startling  change  in  the  voice  of  the  Rover 
caused  aU  within  hearing  of  his  words  to  tremble. 
Deep,  anxious,  and  threatening  displeasote  was  \n 
all  its  tones,  and  each  man  cast  his  eyes  upwards,  to 
4ee  on  whose  devoted  bead  the  weight  of  the  dread- 
ed  indignation  of  their  chief  was  about  to  fall,  its 
there  was  little  but  naked  spars  and  tightenied  ropes 
to  obstruct  the  view,  all  became,  at  the  same  instant, 
apprized  of  the  truth.  Fid  was  standing  on  th^  head 
of  that  topmast  whi^  belonged  to  the  particular  por> 
tion  of  the  vessel  where  he  was  stationed,  and.  the 
sail  in  question  was  fluttering,  with  all  its  gear  loofi* 
ened,  far  and  high  in  the  wind.  His  hearing  had 
probably  been  drowned  by  the  heavy  flapping  of  the 
canvas  ;  for^  instead  of  lending  bis  e^rs  to  the  detp 
powerful  calj  just  mentioned,  he  rather  trtood  4»n» 
templating  his  work,  than  exhibiting  any  anxiety  to 
to  the  effect  it  might  produce  on  the  fldiods  of  those 
beneath  him.  hut  a  second  warning  came  in  tonel 
too  terrible  to  be  any  longer  disr^arded  by  etsirs  evea 
as  dull  as  those  of  the  onender. 

"  By  whose  order  have  you  dared  to  loosen  the 
sail  ?^^  demanded  the  Rover. 

**  By.  the  order  of  King  Wind,  your  Honour.  The 
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J)»est  aeam^nmiistgiye  m^  when  a  squall  gets  the  up- 
pcr^hand."  ^ 

"  F«rl  it !  avvay  aloft^  and  fori  it !"  shouted  the 
excited  leader.  "Roll  it  up^  and  send  the  fellow 
dowa  who  has  been  so  hold  as  to  own  any  authority 
but  my  own  m  this  ship,  though  it  were  that  of  a 
hurricane.^^ 

A  dozen  nimble  topmen  ascended  to  the  assistance 
of  Fid«  In  another  minute,  the  unruly  canvas  was 
secured,  and  Richard  him.self  was  on  his  way  to  the 
poop.  During  this  brief  interval,  the  bretw  of  the 
Rover  wasjdark  and  angry  as  the  surface  of  the  ele- 
ment on  which  he  lived,  when  blackened  by  the 
tempest  Wilder,  who  had  never  before  seen  his  new 
Commander  thus  excited,  began  to  tremble  for  the 
fate  of  his  ancient  comrade,  and  drew  nigher,  as  the 
latter  approached,  to  intercede  in  his  favour,  should 
the  circumstances  seem  to  require  such  an  interposi- 
Jtion. 

"  And  why  is  this  ?"  tlie  still  stern  and  angry  leader 
demanded  of  the  offender.  "Why  is  it  that  yoa, 
whom  I  have  had  such  recent  reason  to  applaud, 
should  dare  to  let  fly  a  sail,-al|^  moment  when  it  is 
important  to  keep  the  ship  naked  ?*" 

"Your  Honour  will  admit  that  his  rations  some- 
tiroes  «lips  through  the  best  man^s  fingers,  and  why 
not  a  bit  of  canvas?"  deliberately  returned  "the  de- 
linquent.    "  If  1  took  a  turn  too  many  of  the  gaske 
off  the  yard,  it  is  a  fault  I  am  ready  to  answer  for." 

"  You  say  true,  and  dearly  shall  you  pay  the  for- 
feit Take  him  to  the  gateway,  and  let  him  make 
acquaintance  with  the  cat" 

"  No  new  acquaintance,  your  Honour,  seeing  that 
we  have  met  befoie,  and  that,  too,  for  matters  which 
I  had  reason  to  hide  my  head  for;  whereas,  here,  it 
may  be  many  blows,  and  little  shame." 

"  May  I  intercede  in  behalf  of  the  offender  ?"  in- 
terrupted Wilder,  with  earnestness  and  hajste.     "  Ho 
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as  much  knowledge  aa  good-will."  "; 

"^^  Say  nothing  about  it,  mastfer  Mlrtry,'' 'rtfttiffied 
fte  topman,  with  a  pecoUar  glance  of  bis  eye.  ♦*Ttej 
Bail  has  been  flying  finely,  and  it  is  now  too  hte  to 
deny  it ;  and  so,  I  suppose,  the  fact  milst  be  BCoreJ 
on  the  back  of  Richard  Fid,  as  you  would  p0t  affijr 
other  misfortune  into  the  tog." 

^  I  would  be  might  be  pardoned.  I  ean  renluir^ 
to  promise,  in  his  name,  *twill  be  the  last  t>fifence^— 

"  Let  it  be  forgotten,"  returned  the  Rowr,  ^tmg- 
fling  powerfully  to  conquer  his  passion.  •*  I  will  nd 
disturb  our  harmony  at  such  a  moment,  Mr  Wilder, 
by  refusing  so  snmll  a  boon :  but  you  need  not  be 
told  to  what  evil  such  negligence  midit  lead.  Give 
me  t\ie  glass  again ;  I  will  see  if  the  fluttering  canvas 
has  escaped  the  eye  of  the  stranger." 

The  topnian  bestowed  a  stolen  but  eiralttng  glance 
on  Wilder,  and  then  the  latter  motioned  the  other 
hastily  away,  turning  himself  to  join  his  Commander 
in  the  examination. 


GHAPTER  X. 

**Ai  I  am  an  hooMt  num,  h«  looka  pale :  Art  tlum  nek^  or  «ai«T?^ 

JUi^di  ndo  about  JVoihing. 

The  approach  of  the  strange  sail  was  becoming 
rapidly  more  and  more  visible  toihe  naked  eye.  The 
little  speck  of  white,  which  had  first  been  seen  on 
the'margin  of  the  sea,  resembling  some  gull  floating 
on  the  summit  of  a  wave,  had  gradually  arisen  dur- 
ing the  last  half  hour,  until  a  tall  pyramid  of  canvas 
Was  reared  on  the  water.  As  Wilder  bent  his  look 
again  on  this  growing  object,  the  Rover  pot  a  glass 
into  his  hands,  within  expression  of  feature  which 
die  pjfcher  ondersCood  to  say^  ^^l^oo  may  perceive  that 
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|)ie  eavete^iiess  of  your  dependsnt  hm  already  be- 
trayed us !''  Still  the  look  was  «>€  rather  of  regret 
Ihari  of  reproach ;  nor  did  a  single  syllable  of  the 
tongue  confirm  the  meaning  language  of  the  eye.  On 
the  contrary,  it  would  seem  that  his  Commander  was 
anxious  to  preserve  their  recent  amicable  compact 
inviolate ;  for,  when  the  young  mariner  attempted  an 
awkward  explanation  of  the  probable  causes  of  the 
blunder  of  Fid,  he  was  met  by  a  quiet  gesture,  which 
said,  in  a  sufficiently  intelligible  language,  that  the 
offence  was  already  pardoned. 

"  Our  neighbour  keeps  a  good  look-out,  as  you  may 
aee,"  observed  the  other.  "He  has  tacked,  and  is 
laying  boldly  up  across  our  fore-foot.  Well,  let  him 
come  on  ;  we  shall  soon  get  a  look  at  bis  battery,  and 
then  may  we  come  to  our  conclusion  as  to  the  nature 
of  the  intercourse  we  are  to  hold.''^ 

"If  you  permit  the  stranger  to  near  us, it  might  be 
difficult  to  throw  him  off  the  chase,  should  we  be 
glad  to  get  rid  of  him." 

"  It  must  be  a  fast^oing  vessel  to  which  the  'Dol- 
phin' cannot  spare  a  top-gallant-sail." 

"I  know  not, sir.  The  sail  in  sight  is  swift  on  the 
wind,  and  it  is  to  be  believed  that  she  is  no  duller  off. 
I  have  rarely  known  a  vessel  rise  so  rapidly  as  she 
has  done  since  first  we  made  her." 

The  yoath  spoke  with  such  earnestness,  as  to  draw 
the  attention  of  his  companion  from  the  object  he 
was  studying  to  the  countenance  of  the  speaker. 

"  Mr  Wilder,"  he  said  quickly,  and  with  an  air  ot 
decision,, "you  know  the  ship ?" 

"  I'll  not  deny  it.  If  my  opinion  be  true,  she  will 
be  found  too  heavy  for  the  '  Dolphin,'  and  a  vessel 
that  offers  little  inducement  for  us  to  attempt  to  carry.'^ 

"  Her  size  ?" 

"  You  heard  it  from  the  black." 

•'  Your  followers  know  her  also  ?" 

<^  It  would  bQ  difficudt  to  deceive  a  topman  in  the 
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cut  &Dd  trim  of  saib  among  which  he  hai  patMid 
months,  nay  years." 

"1  understand  the  'new  cloths^  iii  her  top^gallant- 
royal !  Mr  Wilder,  your  departure  from  that  vessel 
has  been  recent  ?" 

"As  my  arrival  in  this," 

Xhe  Rover  continued  sjlent  for  several  minutes, 
communing  with  his  own  thoughts.  His  companion 
made  no  offer  to  disturb  his  meditations ;  though  the 
furtive  glances*,  he  often  cast  in  the  direction  of  the 
other's  musing  eye,  betrayed  some  little  anxiety  to 
learn  the  result  of  his  self-communication. 

"  And  her  guns  ?"  at  length  his  Commander  ab- 
ruptly demanded. 

"  She  numbers  four  more  than  the  '  Dolphin.* " 
"The  metal?" 

"  Is  still  heavier.  In  every  particular  is  she  a  ship 
a  size  above  your  own." 

"  Doubtless  she  is  the  property  of  the  King  ?" 
"She  is." 

"  Then  shall  she  change  her  masters.  By  heaven, 
she  shall  be  mine  !" 

Wilder  shook  his  head,  answering  only^  with  an  in- 
credulous smile. 

"  You  doubt  it,"  resumed  the  Rover.  "  Come 
hither,  and  look  upon  that  deck.  Can  he  whom  you 
so  lately  quitted  muster  fellows  like  these,  to  do  bis 
biddings?" 

The  crew  of  the  '  Dolphin'  had  been  chosen,  by 
one  who  thoroughly  understood  the  character  of  a 
seaman,  from  among  all  the  different  people  of  the 
Christian  world.  There  wlas  not  a  maritime  nation 
in  Europe  which  had  not  its  representative  among 
that  band  of  turbulent  and  desperate  spirits.  Even 
the  descendant  of  the  aboriginal  possessors  of  America 
had  been  made  to  abandon  the  habits  and  opinions  of 
his  progenitors,  to  become  a  wanderer  on  that  ele- 
ment which  bad  laved  the  shores  of  his  native  land 
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for  ages,  witKout  exciting  a  wish  to  penetrate  its  mys-' 
teries  in  the  bosoms  of  his  simple-minded  ancestry. 
All  had  been  suited,  by  lives  of  wild  adventure,  on 
the  two  elements,  for  their  present  lawless  pursuits ; 
and,  directed  by  the  mind  which  had  known  how  to 
obtain  and  to  continue  its  despotic  ascendancy  over 
their  efforts,  they  truly  formed  a  most  dangerous  and 
(considering  their  numbers)  resistless  crew.  Their 
Commander  smiled  in  exultation,  as  he  watched  the 
evident  reflection  with  which  his  companion  contem- 
plated the  indifference,  or  fierce  joy,  which  different 
individuals  among  them  exhibited  at  the  appearance 
of  an  approaching  conflict.  Even  the  rawest  of  theii 
numbers,  the  luckless  waisters  and  after-guard,  were 
apparently  as  confident  of  victory  as  those  whose  au- 
dacity might  plead  the  apology  of  uniform  and  often 
repeated  success. 

"Count  you  these  for  nothing?"  asked  the  Rover, 
at  the  elbow  of  his  lieutenant,  after  allowing  him  time 
to  emlirace  the  whole  of  the  grim  band  with  his  eye. 
"  See !  here  is  a  Dane,  ponderous  and  steady  as  the 
gun  at  which  1  shall  shortly  place  him.  You  may 
cut  him  limb  from  limb,  and  yet  will  he  stand  like  a 
tower,  until  the  last  stone  of  the  foundation  has  been 
sapped.  And,  here,  we  have  his  neighbours,  the  Swede 
and  the  Kuss,  fit  companions  for  managing  the  same 
piece ;  which,  Pll  answer,  shall  not  be  silentj  while  a 
man  of  tliem  all  is  left  to  apply  a  match,  or  handle 
a  spunge.  Yonder  is  a  square-built  athletic  mariner, 
from  one  of  the  Free  Towns.  He  prefers  our  liberty 
to  that  of  his  native  city ;  and  you  shall  find  that  the 
venerable  Hanseatic  institutions  shall  give  way  sooner 
{ban  he  be  known  to  quit  the  spot  1  give  him  to  de- 
fend. Here,  you  see  a  brace  of  Englishmen ;  and, 
though  they  come  from  the  island  that  I  love  so  little, 
better  men  at  need  will  not  be  often  found.  Feed 
them,  and  flog  them,  and  I  pledge  myself  to  their 
swaggering,  and  their  courc^e.  D'ye  see  that  thought- 
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ful-looking,bony  miscreant,  that  has  a  look  of  godli* 
ness  in  the  midst  of  all  his  villany  ?  That  fellow  fish'd 
for  herring  till  he  got  a  taste  of  beef,  when  his  stom- 
ach revolted  at  its  ancient  fare ;  and  then  the  ambi- 
tion of  becoming  rich  got  uppermost.  He  is  a  Scot 
from  one  of  the  lochs  of  the  North/' 

"  Will  he  fight  ?" 

"  For  money— the  honour  of  the  Macs — and  bis 
religion.  He  is  a  reasoning  fellow,  after  all :  and  I 
like  to  have  him  on  my  own  side  in  a  quarrel.  Ah\ 
yonder  is  the  boy  for  a  chaise.  1  once  told  him  to 
cut  a  rope  in  a  hurry,  and  he  severed  it  above  his 
head,  instead  of  beneath  his  feet,  taking  a  flight  from 
a  lower  yard  into  the  sea;  as  a  reward  for  the  exploit 
But,  then,  he  always  extols  his  presence  of  mind  in 
not  drowning!  Now  are  his  ideas  in  a  hot  ferment; 
and,  if  the  truth  could  be  known,  I  would  wager  a 
handsome  venture,  that  the  sail  in  sight  is,  by  some 
mysterious  process,  magnified  to  six  in  his  fertile 
fancy." 

"  He  must  be  thinking,  then,  of  escape.'* 

"  Far  from  it ;  he  is  rather  plotting  the  means  of 
surrounding  them  with  the  *  Dolphin.'  To  your  true 
Hibernian,  escape  is  the  last  idea  that  giv^s  him  an 
UQeasy  moment  You  see  the  pensive-looking,  sal- 
low mortal,  at  his  elbow.  That  is  a  man  who  will 
fight  wjth  a  sort  of  sentiment.  There  is  a  touch  of 
chivalry  in  him,  which  might  be  worked  into  hero- 
ism, if  one  had  but  the  opportunity  and  the  inclina- 
tion. As  it  is,  he  will  not  fail  to  show  a  spark  of  the 
true  Castilian.  His  companion  has  come  from  the 
Rock  of  Lisbon  ;  1  should  trust  him  unwillingly,  did  I 
not  know  that  little  opportunity  of  taking  pay  from 
the  enemy  is  given  here.  Ah !  here  is  a  lad  for  a 
dance  of  a  Sunday.  You' see  him,  at  this  moment, 
with  foot  and  tongue  going  together.  That  is  a  crea- 
ture of  contradictions.  He  wants  for  neither  wit  nor 
good-nature,  but  still  he  might  cut  your  throat  on  8^ » 
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occasion.  There  is  a  strange  medley  of  ferocity  and 
bonhommie  about  the  animal.  I  shall  put  him  among 
the  boarders;  for  we  shall  not  be  atblows  a  minute 
before  his  infipatience  will  be  for  carrying  every  thing 
by  a  codp-de-main." 

"  And  who  is  the  seaman  at  his  elbow,  that  appa- 
rently is  occupied  m  divesting  his  person  of  some 
superfluous  garments  ?"  demanded  Wilder,  irresistibly 
attracted,  by  the  manner  of  the  Rover,  to  pursue  tlie 
subject. 

"  An  economical  Dutchman.  He  calculates  that 
it  is  just  as  wise  to  be  killed  in  an  old  jacket  as  in 
a  new  one;  and  has  probably  said  as  much  to  his 
Gascon  neighbour,  who  is,  however,  resolved  to  die 
decently,  if  die  he  must.  The  former  has  happily  com- 
menced his  preparations  for  the  combat  in  good  sea- 
son, or  the  enemy  might  defeat  us  before  he  would  be 
in  readiness.  Did  it  rest  between  these  two  worthies 
to  decide  this  quarrel,  the  mercurial  Frenchman 
wonld  defeat  his  neighbour  of  Holland,  before  the  lat- 
ter believed  the  battle  had  commenced ;  but,  should 
he  let  the  happy  moment  pass,  rely  on  it,  the  Dutch- 
roan  would  give  him  trouble.  Foi^et  you.  Wilder, 
that  the  day  has  been  when  the  countrymen  of  that 
slow-moving  and  heavy-moulded  fellow  swept  the 
narrow  seas  with  a  broom  at  their  mast-heads  ?" 

The  Rover  smiled  wildly  as  he  spoke,  and  what 
he  said  he  uttered  with  bitter  emphasis.  To  his  com- 
panion, however,  there  appeared  no  such  grounds  of 
unnatural  exultation,  in  recalling  the  success  of  a  for- 
eign enemy,  and  he  was  content  to  assent  to  the  truth 
of  the  historical  fact  with  a  simple  inclination  of  his 
head..  As  if  he  even  found  pain  in  this  confessfon,  ^ 
and  would  gladly  be  rid  of  the  mortifying  reflection 
altoi^ether,  he  rejoined,  in  some  apparent  haste, — 

"  You  have  overlooked  the  two  tall  seamen,  who 
are  making  oiit  the  rig  of  the  stranger  with  so  much 
gravity  of  observation." 
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"  Ay,  those  are  men  that,  came  from  a  land  ib 
which  we  both  feel  some  interest.  The  sea  is  not 
more  unstable  than  are  those  rogaes  in  their  knavery. 
Their  minds  are  but  half  made  up  to  piracy^ — ' T is 
a  coarse  word,  Mr  Wilder,  but  1  fear  we  earn  it 
But  these  rascals  n>ake  a  reservation  of  grace  in  the 
midst  of  all  their  viHany/* 

"They  regard  the  stranger  as  if  they  saw  reason 
to  distrust  the  wisdom  of  letting  him  approach  so 


near." 


"  Ah !  they  are  renowned  calculators.  I  fear  they 
have  detected  the  four  supernumerary  guns  you  men- 
tioned ;  for  their  vision  seems  supernatural  in  affairs 
which  touch  their  inter^ts.  But  you  see  there  i» 
brawn  and  sinew  in  the  fellows ;  and,  what  is  better, 
there  are  heads  which  teach  them  to  turn  those  ad- 
vantages to  account." 

"  You  think  they  fail  in  spirit  ?'* 

"  Hum !  It  might  be  dangerous  to  try  it  on  any 
point  they  deemed  material.  They  are  na  quarrel- 
lers  about  words,  and  seldom  lose  sight  of  certain 
musty  niaxims,  which  they  pretend  come  from  a 
volume  that  I  fear  you  and  J  do  not  study  too  intent- 
ly. It  is  not  often  that  they  strike  a  blow  for  mere 
chivalry ;  and,  were  they  so  inclined,  the  rogues  are 
too  much  disposed  to  logic,  to  mistake,  like  your 
black,  the  'Dolphin'  for  a  church.  Still,  if  they  see 
reason,  in  their  puissant  judgments,  to  engage,  mark 
me,  the  two  guns  they  command  will  do  better  ser- 
vice than  all  the  rest  of  the  battery.  But,  should 
they  think  otherwise,  it  would  occasion  no  surprise 
were  1  to  receive  a  proposition  to  spare  the  powder 
,for  some  more  profitable  adventure^  Honour,  for- 
sooth! the  miscreants  are  too  well  grounded  in 
f)olemics  to  mistake  the  pointof  honour  in  a  pursuit 
ike  ours.  But  we  chatter  of  trifles,  when  it  is  time 
to  think  of  serious  things.  Mr  Wilder,  we  will  now 
show  our  canvas.'' 
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The  manner  of  the  Rover  changed  as  suddenly  as  - 
his  hnguage^  Losing  the  air  of  sarcastic  levity  in 
which  he  had  beeu,  indulging,  in  a  mien  better  suited 
to  maintain  the  authority  he  wielded,  he  waBced 
aside,  while  his  subordinate  proceeded  to  issue  the 
orders  necessary  to  enforce  his  commands.  Night- 
ingale sounded  the  usual  summons,  lifting  his  hoarse 
voice  in  the  cry  of  "  All  hands  make  sail,  ahoy  !" 

Until  now,  the  people  of  the  "  Dolphin"  had  made 
their  observations  on  the  sail,  that  was  growing  so 
rapidly  above  the  waters,  according  to  their  several 
humours*  Some  had  exulted  in  the  prospect  of  a 
capture ;  others,  more  practised  in  the  ways  of  their 
Commander,  had  deemed  the  probability  of  their 
coming  in  collision  at  all  with  the  stranger  a  point 
far  from  settled ;  while  a  few,  more  accustomed  to 
reflection,  shook  their  heads  as  the  stranger  drew 
nigher,  as  if  they  believed  he  was  already  within  a 
distance  that  might  be  attended  with  too  much  haz- 
ard. Still,  as  they  were  ignorant  alike  of  those  se- 
cret sources  of  information  which  the  chief  had  so 
frequently  proved  he  possessed,  to  an  extent  that 
often  seemed  miraculous,  the  whole  were  content 
patiently  to  await  his  decision.  But,  when  the  cry 
above  mentioned  was  heard,  it  was  answered  by  an 
activity  so  general  and  so  cheerful,  as  to  prove  it  was 
entirely  welcome.  Order  now  followed  order  in 
quick  succession,  from  the  mouth  of  Wilder,  who, 
in  virtue  of  his  station,  was  the  proper  executive 
officer  for  the  moment. 

As  -both  lieutenant  and  crew  appeared  animated 
by  the  same  spirit,  it  was  not  long  before  the  naked 
spars  of  the  "  Dolphin"  were  clothed  in  vast  volumes 
of  spotless  snow-white  canvas.  Sail  had  fallen  after 
sail,  and  yard  after  yard  had  been  raised  to  the  s.um- 
in'it  of  its  mast,  until  the  vessel  bowed  before  the 
breeze,  rolling  to  and  fro,  but  still  held  stationary  by 
the  position  of  her  yards.  When  all  was  in  readiness 
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to  proceed,  on.  whichever  course  might  be  i^eemedv 
necessary,  Wilder  ascended  again  to  the  poop,  in 
order  to  announce  the  fact  to  his  ayperior.  He  found 
the  Rover  attentively  considering  the  stranger,  whose 
hull  had  by  this  time  risen  out  of  the  sea,  and  exhib- 
ited a  long,  dotted,  yellow  line,  which  the  eye  of 
every  man  in  the  ship  well  knew  to  contain  the  ports 
whence  the  gims  that  marked  her  particular  force 
were  made  to  issue.  Mrs  Wyllys,  accompanied  by 
Gertrude,  stood  nigh,  thoughtful,  as  usual,  but  per-^ 
mitting  no  occurrence  of  the  slightest  moment  to 
escape  her  vigilance. 

*'  We  are  ready  to  gather  way  on  the  ship,"  said 
Wilder;  ''  we  wait  merely  for  the  course."*' 

The  Rover  started,  and  drew  closer  to  his  subor- 
dinate, before  he  gave  an  answer.  Then,  looking 
him  full  and  intently  in  the  eye,  he  demanded, — ' 

"  You  are  certain  that  you  know  yon  vessel,  Mr 
Wilder?" 

"  Certain,"  was  the  calm  reply. 

"  It  is  a  royal  cruiser,"  said  the  governess,  with  the 
swiftness  of  thought. 

"  It  is.     I  have  already  pronounced  her  to  be  so." 

"  Mr  Wilder,"  resumed  the  Rover,  "  we  will  try 
her  speed.  Let  the  courses  fall,  and  fill  your  for- 
ward sails." 

The  young  mariner  made  an  acknowledgment  of 
obedience,  and  proceeded  to  execute  the  wishes  of  his 
Commander.  There  was  an  eagerness,  and  perhaps 
a  trepidation,  in  the  voice  of  Wilder,  as  he  issued  the 
necessary  orders,  that  was  in  remarkable  contrast  to 
the.  deep-toned  calmness  which  characterized  the  ut- 
terance of  the  Rover.  The  unusual  intonations  did 
not  entirely  escape  the  ears  of  some  of  the  elder 
seamen ;  and  looks  of  peculiar  meaning  were  ex- 
changed among  them,  as  they  paused  to  catch  his» 
words.  But  obedience  followed  these  unwonted 
sounds,  as  it  had  been  accustomed  to  succeed  the 
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more  imposing  utterance  of  their  own  long-dreaded 
chief.  The  head-yards  were  swung,  the  sails  were 
distended  with  the  breeze,  and  the  mass,  which  had 
so  long  been  inert,  began  to  divide  the  waters,  as  it 
heavily  overcame  the  state  of  rest  in  which  it  had 
reposed.  The  ship  soon  attained  its  velocity ;  and 
tlien  the  contest  between  the  two  rival  vessels  be- 
came one  of  deep  and  engrossing  interest. 

By  this  time  the  stranger  was  within  sl  half  league, 
directly  under  the  lee  of  the  "Dolphin."  Closer 
and  more  accurate  observation  had  satisfied  every 
understanding  eye  in  the  latter  ship  of  the  force  and 
character  of  their  neighbour.  The  rays  of  a  bright 
sun  fell  clear  upon  her  broadside,  while  the  shadow 
of  her  sails  was  thrown  far  across  the  waters,  in  a 
direction  opposite  to  their  own.  There  were  mo- 
ments when  the  eye,  aided  by  the  glass,  could  pene- 
trate through  the  open  ports  into  the  interior  of  the 
hull,  catching  fleeting  and  delusory  glimpses  of  the 
movements*  within.  A  few  human  forms  were  dis- 
tinctly visible  in  different  parts  of  her  rigging;  but, 
in  all  other  respects,  the  repose  of  high  order  and 
perfect  discipline  was  discernible  on  all  about  her. 

When  the  Rover  heard  the  sounds  of  the  parted 
waters,  and  saw  the  little  jets  of  sm-ay  that  the  bows 
of  his  own  gallant  ship  cast  beforener,  he  signed  to 
his  lieutenant  to  ascend  to  the  place  which  he  still  _ 
occupied  on  the  poop.  For  many  minutes,  his  eye., 
was  on  the  strange  sail,  in  close  and  intelligent  con- 
templation of  her  powers. 

"  Mr  Wilder,"  he  at  length  said,  speaking  like  one 
whose  doubts  on  some  perplexing  point  were  finally 
removed,  "  I  have  seen  that  cruiser  before." 

"  It  is  probable ;  she  has  roamed  over  most  of  the 
waters  of  the  Atlantic^' 

"  Ay;  this  is  not  the  first  of  our  meetings  !  a  little 
paint  has  changed  her  exterior,  but  I  think  I  know 
the  manner  in  which  they  have  stepped  her  masts." 
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*'  They  sre  thought  to  rake  more  Aan  is  imtaL'^ 

'^  They  are  thought  to  da  it,  with  reasoa.  Did  yofl 
serve  long  aboard  her  ?" 

"  Years." 

"  And  you  left  her" 

"  To  join  you." 

"  Tell  me,  Wilder,  did  they  treat  you,  too,  as  one 
of  an  inferior  order?  Ha!  was  your  merit  called 
[  provincial  V  Did  they  read  America  in  all  you  did  ?" 

"  I  left  her.  Captain  Heide^er." 

"  Ay,  they  gave  you  reason.  For  once  they  have 
done  me  an  act  of  kindness.  But  you  were  in  her 
during  the  equinox  of  March  ?" 

Wilder  made  a  slight  bow  of  assent. 

"  I  thought  as  much.  And  you  fought  a  stranger 
in  the  gale  ?  Winds,  ocean,  and  man  were  all  at 
work  together." 

"  It  is  true.  We  knew  you^  and  thought  for  a  time 
that  your  hour  had  come." 

''  I  like  your  frankness.  W^e  have  sought  each 
other's  lives  like  men,  and  we  shall  prove  the  truer 
friends,  now  that  amity  is  established  between  us. 
I  will  not  ask  you  further  of  that  adventure.  Wilder  j 
for  favour,  in  my  service,  is  not  to  be  bought  by 
treachery  to  that^you  have  quitted.  It  is  sufficient 
that  you  now  sail  under  my  flag." 

'^  What  is  that  flag  ?"  demanded  a  mild  but  firm 
voice,  at  his  elbow. 

The  Rover  turned  suddenly,  and  again  met  the 
riveted,  calm,  and  searching  eye  of  the  governess. 
The  gleamings  of  some  strangely  contradictory  pas- 
sions crossed  his  features,  and  then  his  whole  coun- 
tenance changed  to  that  look  of  bland  courtesy 
which  he  most  affected  when  addressing  his  captives. 

"  Here  speaks  a  female,  to  r&nind  two  mariners  of 
their  duty  !"  he  exclaimed.  "  We  have  forgotten  the 
civility  of  showing  the  stranger  our  bunting.     Let  it* 
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\m  setv  Mr  Wilder,  that  we  may  omit  none  of  th^ 
observances  of  nautical  ejiquette/^ 

♦*  The  ship  in  sight  carries  a  naked  gaft," 

"  No  matter ;  we  shall  be  fcn-emost  in  courtesy.^ 
Let  the  colours  be  shown," 

Wilder  opened  the  little  locker  which  contained 
the  flags  most  in  use,  but  hesitated  which  to  select, 
out  of  a  dozen  that  lay  in  lai^  rolls  within  the  dif- 
ferent compartments. 

*'  I  hardly  know  which  of  these  ensigns  it  is  your 
pleasure  to  show,"  he  said,  in  a  manner  that  appear- 
ed sufficiently  like  putting  a  question. 

**  Try  him  with  the  heavy-moulded  Dutchman. 
The  Commander  of  so  noble  a  ship  should  under- 
stand all  Christian  tongues." 

The  lieutenant  made  a  sign  to  the  quarter-master 
on  duty ;  and,  in  another  minute,  the  flag  of  the 
United  Provinces  was  waving  at  the  peak  of  the 
**  Dolphin."  The  two  officers  narrowly  watched  its 
effect  on  the  stranger,  who  refused,  however,  to  make 
any  answering  sign  to  the  false  signal  they  had  just 
exhibited. 

"  The  stranger  sees  we  have  a  hull  that  was  nev^ 
made  for  the  shoals  of  Holland.  Perhaps  he  knows 
us  ?"  said  the  Rover,  glancing  at  the  same  time  ^ 
look  of  inquiry  at  his  companion. 

"  I  think  not.  Paint  is  too  freely  used  in  the  'Dot- 
phin,'  for  even  her  friends  to  be  certain  of  her  coun- 
tenance." 

**  She  is  a  coquettish  ship,  we  will  allow,"  return- 
ed the  Rover,  smiling.  "  Try  him  with  the  Portu- 
guese :  Let  us  see  if  Brazil  diamonds,  have  favour  in 
his  eyes." 

The  colours  already  set  were  lowered,  and,  in 
their  place,  the  emblem  of  the  house  of  Braganza 
was  loosened  to  the  breeze.  Still  the  stranger  pur- 
sued his  course  in  sullen  inattention,  eating  closer 

and  closer  to  the  wind,  as  it  is  termed  in  nautical 
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fkingniigp,  m  order  to  kaseti  the  disfii&cd  bitwcmft 
him  and  his  chase  as  much  as  possible. 

^  An  aliy  cannot  more  him,^'  said  Ae  RoTer. 
^  Now  let  biaa  see  the  taunting  drapeau  blanc.^ 

Wilder  complied  in  silence.  The  flag  of  Portt^ 
was  hauled  to  the  deck,  and  the  white  field  of  Fr»icf 
was  given  to  the  air.  The  eOsign  had  hanilj  flutter 
ed  in  its  elevated  position,  before  a  bread  ^lossj  bb 
SM)nrj,  rose,  like  some  enormoos  bird  taldi:^  wing 
from  the  deck  of  the  stranger,  and  opened  its  folds  ii 
graceful  waves  at  his  gaiL  The  same  instant,  i 
column  of  smoke  issued  from  his  bows,  and  had  sail 
ed  backward  throu^  his  rigging,  ere  the  report  of 
the  gun  of  defiance  found  its  waj,  against  the  fresk 
breeze  of  the  trades,  to  the  ears  of  the  ^  Dolphin^s^ 
crew. 

^^  So  much  for  national  amity  !^^  drylj  observed  the 
Rover.  ^^  He  is  mute  to  the  Dutchman,  and  to  the 
crown  of  Braganza;  but  the  very  bile  is  stirred 
within  him  at  the  sight  of  a  table-cloth !  Let  hira 
contemplate  the  colours  he  loves  so  little,  Mr  Wilder « 
when  we  are  tired  of  showing  them,  our  lockers  may 
ifurnish  another." 

It  would  seem,  however,  that  the  sight  of  the  flag, 
which  the  Rover  now  chose  to  bear,  produced  some 
such  efiect  on  his  neighbour  as  the  moleta  of  thi 
tiimble  banderillo  is  known  to  exite  in  the  enraged 
bull.  Sundry  smaller  sails,  which  could  do  but  little 
good,  but  which  answered  the  purpose  of  appearing 
to  wish  to  quicken  his  speed,  were  instantly  set  aboard 
the  stranger ;  and  not  a  brace,  or  a  bow-line,  was  suf- 
fered to  escape  without  an  additional  pull.  In  short, 
he  wore  the  air  of  the  courser  who  receives  the  use- 
less blows  of  the  jockey,  when  already  at  the  top  of 
bis  speed,  and  when  any  funFther  excitement  is  as  fruit- 
less as  his  own  additional  exertions.  Still  there 
seeDfied  but  little  need  of  such  supererogatory  eSorts* 
By  this  tilne^  the  two  vessels  weise^irly  trying  their 
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gtmen  o(  salting,  and  with  no  visible  advantage  in 
y(Airo(  either.  Although  the  ^^  Dolphin  ^^  was  re- 
nowned for  her  speed,  the  stranger  manifested  no  in- 
ferioritv  that  the  keenest  scrutiny  might  detect  The 
ship  of  the  freebooter  was  already  bending  to  the 
breeze,  and  the  jets  of  spray  before  her  were  cast 
still  higher  and  further  in  advance ;  but  each  impulse 
of  the  wind  was  equally  felt  by  the  stranger,  and 
her  movement  over,  the  heaving  waters  seemed  to  be 
as  rapid  and  as  graceful  as  that  of  her  rival. 

"  Yon  ship  parts  the  water  as  a  swallow  cuts  the 
air,"  observed  the  chief  of  the  freebooters  to  the 
youth,  who  still  kept  at  his  elbow,  endeavouring  to 
concea^an  uneasiness  which  was  increasing  at  each 
instant     '^  Has  she  a  nameibr  speed  ?" 

"  The  curlew  is  scarcely  faster.  Are  we  not  al- 
ready nigh  enough,  for  men  who  cruise  with  commis- 
sions no  better  than  fur  own  pleasure?" 

The  Rover  glanced  a  look  of  impatient  suspicion 
«t  the  countenance  of  his  companion ;  but  its  expres- 
sion changed  to  a  smile  of  haughty  audacity,  as  he' 
answered, — 

^^  Let  him  equal  the  eagle  in  his  highest  and  swiilest 
night,  he  shall  find  us  no  la^ards  on  the  wing  !  Why 
this  reluctance  to  be  within  a  mile  of  a  vessel  of  the 
Crown  ?" 

^^  Because  I  know  her  force,  and  the  hopeless 
character  of  a  contest  with  an  enemy  so  superior," 
returned  Wilder,  firmly,  "  Captain  Heidegger,  you 
cannot  fight  yon  ship  with  success ;  and,  unless  in- 
stant use  be  made  of  the  distance  which  still  exists 
between  us,  you  cannot  escape  her.  Indeed,  I  know 
not  but  it  is  already  too  late  to  attempt  the  latter." 

"  Such,  sir,  is  the  opinion  of  one  who  overrates 
the  powei^  of  hfs  enemy,  because  use,  and  much 
talking,  have  taught  him  to  reverence  it  as  something 
more  than  human.  Mr  Wilder,  none  are  so  daring, 
or  so  modest,  as  those  who  have  long  been  accusr- 


164  THE    RE0  EOVBft. 

lomed  ^o  place  their  dependance  on  theit  QPmiStir* 
iions.  I  nave  been  nigher  to  a  flag  ev^,  and  yet 
you  see  I  continue  to  keep  on  this  mortal  coil.** 

"  Hark !  'Tis  a  drum.  The  stranger  is  going  to 
his  guns." 

The  Rover  listened  a  moment,  and  was  able  to 
catch  the  well-known  beat  which  calls  the  people  ol 
a  vessel  of  war  to  quarters.  First  casting  a  glance 
upward  at  his  sails,  and  then  throwing  a  general  and 
critical  look  on  all  and  every  thing  which  came  with- 
in the  influence  of  his  command,  he  calmly  answer- 
ed,— 

"  We  will  imitate  his  example,  Mr  Wilder.  Let 
the  order  be  given." 

Until  now,  the  crew  of  the  "  Dolphin"  had  either 
been  occupied  in  such  necessary  duties  as  had  been 
assigned  them,  or  were  engaged  in  gazing  with  curi- 
ous eyes  at  the  ship  which  so  eagerly  sought  to  draw 
as  near  as  possible  to  their  own  dangerous  vessel. 
The  low  but  continued  hum  of  voices,  sounds  such 
alone  as  discipline  permitted,  had  afforded  the  only 
evidence  of  the  interest  they  took  in  the  scene ;  but, 
the  instant  the  first  tap  on  the  drum  was  heard,  each 
groupe  severed,  and  every  man  repaired,  with  bust- 
hng  activity,  to  his  well-known  station.  The  stir 
among  the  crew  was  but  of  a  moment's  contipuance, 
and  it  was  succeeded  by  the  breathing  stillness  which 
has  already  been  noticed  in  our  pages  on  a  similar 
occasion.  *Si€  officers,  however,  were  seen  making 
hasty,  but  strict,  inquiries  into  the  conditions  of  their 
several  commands;  while  the  munitions  of  war,  that 
were  quickly  drawn  from  their  places  of  deposit, 
announced  a  preparation  more  serious  than  ordinary. 
The  Rover  himself  had  disappeared ;  but  it  was  not 
long  before  he  was  again  seen  at  his  elevated  look-out, 
accoutred  for  the  conflict  that  appeared  to  approach, 
and. employed,  as  ever,  in  studying  the  properties, 
the  force,  and  the  evolutions  o(  bis  advancing  antag* 
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onist.  Those  who  knew  him  best,  however,  said 
that  the  question  of  combat  was  not  yet  decided  in 
his  mind ;  and  hundreds  of  eager  glances  were  thrown 
in  the  direction  of  his  contracting  eye,  as  if  to  pene- 
trate the  mystery  in  which  he  still  chose  to  tonceal 
his  purpose.  He  had  thrown  aside  the  sea-^ap,  and 
stood  with  the  fair  hair  blowing  about  a  brow  that 
seemed  formed  to  give  birth  to  thoughts  far  nobler 
than  thostf  which  apparently  had  occupied  his  life ; 
while  a  species  d(  leathern  helmet  lay  at  his  feet,  the 
garniture  of  which  was  of  a  nature  to  lend  an  uo- 
patural  fierceness  to  the  countenance  of  its  wearer. 
Whenever  this  boarding-cap  was  worn,  all  in  the 
ship  were  given  to  understand  that  the  moment  of 
serious  strife  was  at  hand ;  but,  as  yet,  that  never- 
failing  evidence  of  the  hostile  intention  of  their  lead- 
er was  unnoticed. 

In  the  mean  time,  each  officer  had  examined  into, 
and  reported,  the  state  of  his  division ;  and  then,  by 
a  sort  of  implied  permission  on  the  part  of  their 
superiors,  the  death-like  calm,  which  had  hitherto 
reigned  among  the  people,  was  allowed  to  be  brokea 
by  suppressed  but  earnest  discourse ;  the  calculatii^ 
c|iief  permitting  this  departure  from  the  usual  rules 
of  more ,  regular  cruisers,  in  oi-der  to  come  at  the 
temper  of  the  crew,  on  which  so  much  of  the  suc- 
cess of  his  desperate  enterprises  so  frequently  de^ 
pended. 

.  '  ■  I 
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CHAPTER  XI. 


■**  For  he  made  me  mad, 


To  tee  him  shine  so  bruk,  and  amell  lo  sweet. 
And  talk  so  like  a  waiting  gentlewoman.  **- 


Kin§r  Henry  IF, 

The  moment  was  now  one  of  high  and.  earnest 
excitement.  Each  individual,  who  was  charged  with 
8  portion  of  the  subordinate  authority  of  the  ship, 
had  examined  into  the  state  of  his  command,  with 
that  engrossing  care  which  always  deepens  as  re- 
sponsibility draws  nigher  to  the  proofs  of  its  being 
worthily  bestowed.  The  voice  of  the  hars^  master 
had  ceased  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  those  several 
ropes  and  chains  that  were  deemed  vital  to  the  safe- 
ty of  the  vessel ;  each  chief  of  a  battery  had  assured 
and  re-assured  himself  that  his  artillery  was  ready 
for  instant,  and  the  most  effective,  service;  extra 
ammunition  had  already  issued  from  its  dark  and 
secret  repository;  and  even  the  hum  of  dialogue  had 
ceased,  in  the  more  engrossing  and  all-absorbing  in- 
terest of  the  scene.  Still  the  quick  and  ever-chang- 
ing glance  of  the  Rover  could  detect  no  reason  to 
distrust  the  firmness  of  his  people.  They  were 
grave,  as  are  ever  the  bravest tmd  steadiest  in  the  hour 
of  trial ;  but  their  gravity  was  mingled  with  no  signs 
of  concern*  It  seemed  rather  like  the  effect  of  des- 
.  perate  and  concentrated  resolution,  such  as  braces 
the  human  mind  to  efforts  which  exceed  the  ordinary 
daring  of  martial  enterprise.  To  this  cheering  ex- 
hibition of  the  humour  of  his  crew  the  wary  and 
sagacious  leader  saw  but  three  exceptions ;  they 
were  found  in  the  persons  of  his  lieutenant  and  his 
two  remarkable  associates. 

It  has  been  seen  that  the  bearing  of  Wilder  was 
not  altogether  such  as  became  one  of  his  rank  in  a 
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moment  of  great  trial.  The  keen,  jealous  glances  of 
the  Rover  had  studied  and  re-studied  his  manner, 
without  arriving  at  any  satisfactory  conclusion  as  to 
its  real  cause.  The  colour  was  as  fresh  on  the  cheeks 
of  the  youth,  and  his  limbs  were  as  firm  as  in  the 
hours  of  entire  security  f  but  the  unsettled  wander- 
ing of  his  eye,  and  an  air  of  doubt  and  indecision 
which  pervaded  a  mien  that  ought  to  display  quali- 
ties so  opposite,  gave  his  Commander  cause  for  deep- 
reflection.  As  if  to  find  an  explanation  of  the  enigma 
in  the  deportment  of  the  associates  of  Wilder,  his 
look  sought  the  persons  of  Fid  and  the  negro.  They 
were  both  stationed  at  the  piece  nearest  to  the  place 
he  himself  occupied,  the  former  filling  the  station  of 
eaptain  of  the  gun. 

The  ribs  of  the  ship  itself  were  not  firmer  in  their 
places  than  was  the  attitude  of  the  topman,  as  he 
occasionally  squinted  along  the  massive  iron  tube 
over  which'  he  was  placed  in  command ;  nor  was 
that  familiar  and  paternal  care,  which  distinguishes 
the  seaman's  interest  in  his  particular  trust,  wanting 
in  his  manner.  Still,  an  air  of  broad  and  inexplica- 
ble surprise  had  possession  of  his  rugged  lineaments; 
and  ever,  as  his  look  wandered  from  the  countenance 
of  Wilder  to  their  adversary,  it  was  not  difficult  to 
discover  that  he  marvelled  to  find  the  two  in  opposi- 
tion. He  neither  commented  on,  nor  complained, 
however^  of  an  occurrence  he  evidently  found  so 
extraordinary,  but  appeared  perfectly  disposed  to 
pursue  the  spirit  of  that  well-known  maxim  of  the 
mariner  which  teaches  the  obedient  tar  "  to  obey 
orders,  though  he  break  owners."  Every  portion 
of  the  athletic  form  of  the  negro  was  motionless, 
except  his  ej^es.  These  large,  jet-black  orbs,'how- 
ever,  rolled  mcessantly,  like  the  more  dogmatic  or- 
gans of  the  topman,  from  Wilder  to  the  strange  sail, 
seeming  to  drink  in  fresh  draughts  of  astonishment 
at  each  new  look. 
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Struck  bj  these  evident  manifestations  of  some 
extraordinary  and  yet  common  sentiment  between 
the  two,  the  Koycr  profited  by  his  own  position,  and 
the  distance  of  the  lieutenant,  to  address  them. 
Leaning  over  the  slight  rail  that  separated  the  break 
of  the  poop  from  the  quarter-deck,  he  said,  in  that 
familiar  manner  which  the  Commander  is  most  wont 
to  use  to  his  inferiors  when  their  services  are  becom- 
ing of  the  greatest  importance, — 

"  I  hope,  master  Fid,  they  have  put  you  at  a  gun 
that  knows  how  to  speak/' 

"  There  is  not  a  smoother  bore,  nor  a  wider 
mouth,  in  the  ship,  your  Honour,  than  these  of 
*  Blazing  Billy,' "  returned  the  topman,  giving  the 
subject  of  his  commendations  an  affectionate  slap. 
"  All  1  ask  is  a  clean  spunge  and  a  tight  wad.  Guinea, 
score  a  foul  anchor,  in  your  own  fashion,  on  a  half 
dozen  of  the  shot ;  and,  after  the  matter  is  all  over, 
they  who  live  through  it  may  go  aboard  the  enemy, 
and  see  in  what  manner  Richard  Fid  has  planted  his 
seed."  *" 

"  You  are  not  new  in  action,  master  Fid  ?" 

"  Lord  bless  your  Honour !  gunpowder  is  no  more 
than  dry  tobacco  in  my  nostrils  !  thoT  I  will  say" — 

"  You  were  going  to  add" 

"  That  sometimes  I  find  myself  shifted  over,  in 
these  here  affairs,"  returned  the  topman,  glancing  his 
eye  first  at  the  flag  of  France,  and  then  at  the  dis- 
tant emblem  of  England,  "  like  a  jib-boom  rigged, 
abaft,  for  a  jury  to  the  spanker.  I  suppose  master 
Harry  has  it  all  in  his  pocket,  in  black  and  white; 
but  this  much  I  will  say,  that,  if  I  must  throw  stones, 
I  should  rather  see  them  break  a  neighbour's  crock- 
ery, than  that  of  my  own  mother. — =1  say,  Guinea, 
score  a  couple  more  of  the  shot ;  since,  if  the  play 
is  to  be  acted,  I've  a  mind  the  '  Blazing  Billy'  should 
do  something  creditable  for  the  honour  of  her  good 
name." 
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The  Rover  drew  back,  thoughtful  and  silent.  He 
then  caught  a  look  from  Wilder,  whom  he  again 
beckoned  to  approach* 

**  Mr  Wilder,"  lie  said,  in, a  tone  of  kindness,  "1 
comprehend  your  feelings.  All  have  not  offended 
alike-  in  yonder  vessel,  and  you  would  rather  your 
service  against  that  haughty  flag  should  commence 
with  some  other  ship.  There  is  little  else  but  empty 
honour  to  be  gained  in  the  conflict — in  tenderness  to 
your  feelings,  I  will  avoid  it." 

"  ft  is  too  late,"  said  Wilder,  with  a  melancholy 
shake  of  the  head. 

*'  You  shall  see  your  error.  The  experiment  may 
cost  us  a  broadside,  but  it  shall  succeed.  Go,  de- 
scend with  our  guests  to  a  place  of  safety ;  and,  by 
the  timp  you  return,  the  scene^all  have  undergone 
a  change." 

Wilder  eagerly  disappeared  in  the  cabin,  whither 
Mrs  Wyllys  had  already  withdrawn ;  and,  after  com- 
municating the  intentions  of  his  Commander  to  avoid 
an  action,  he  conducted  them  into  the  depths  of  the 
vessel,  in  order  that  no  casualty  might  arrive  to  im- 
bitter  his  recollections  of  the  hour.  This  grateful 
duty  promptly  and  solicitously  performed,  our  ad- 
venturer again  sought  the  deck,  with  the  velocity  of 
thought. 

Notwithstanding  his  absence  had  seemed  but  of  a 
moment^  the  scene  had  indeed  changed  in  all  its  hos- 
tile images.  In  place  of  the  flag  of  France,  he 
found  the  ensign  of  England  floating  at  the  peak  of 
the  •'  Dolphin,"  and  a  quick  and  intelligible  exchangi, 
of  lesser  signals  in  active  operation  between  the  two 
vessels.  Of  all  that  cloud  of  canvas  which  had  so 
lately  borne  down  the  vessel  of  the  Rover,  her  top- 
sails alone  remained  distended  to  the  yards;  the  re- 
mainder was  hanging  in  festoons,  ar^d  flutlering  loose- 
ly before  a  favourable  breeze.  The  ship  itself  was 
running  directly  for  the  stranger,  who,  in  turn,  was 
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suUenlj  securing  his  Ibftj  laibvlifte  one  ^n4k^  %as{3ii- 
appointed  in  a  hieh-prized  and  expected  object. 

"  Now  is  yon  fellow  sorry  to  beKcve  him  a  friend 
whom  he  had  latdy  supposed  aft  enemy ,^  saAd  the 
Rover,  directing  the  attention  cf  hisliccrteDaBt  to  the 
confiding  manner  with  which  their  neightxyarsofTered 
himself  to  be^leceived  by  Im  scirreptitiously  obtained 
signals,  .^^  h  is  a  tempting  offer ;  but  I  pass  it,  Wilder 
fpr  your  sake." 

The  gaze  of  the  lieotenant  seemed  bewildered, 
but  he  made  no  reply.  Indeed,  but  little  time  was 
given  for  deliberation  or  discourse.  The  ^  Dolphin** 
rolled  swiflly  along  her  path,  and  each  moment  dis- 
sipated the  mist  in  which  dist^n<ie  had  enveloped  the 
lesser  objects  on  boafd  the  stranger.  Guns^  blocks, 
rof^es,  bolts,  men,  and  even  feature,  became  plaifnly 
visible,  in  rapid  succession,  as  the  water  that^vided' 
them  was-pafted  by  the  bows  of  the  lawless  ship.  In 
a  few  short  minUtes,  tlie  stranger,  having  secured"^ 
most  of  his  lighter  canvas,  came  sweeping  up  to  the 
wind;  and  then,  as  his  after^ails,  squared  for  the 
purpose,  took  the  bree^e^on  their  outer  surface,  the 
mass  of  his  hull  became' stationary. 

The  people  of  the  "  Dolphin"  had  so  far  imitate' 
thejconfiding  credulity  of  the  deceived  cruiiser  of  the 
Crown,  as  to  furl  all  'their  loftiest  duck,  each  inaa 
employed  in  the  service  trusting  ihf^licHly  to  the  dis- 
cretion and  daring  of  the  singular  being  whose  pleas- 
ure it  was  to  bring  their  slinp  into  so  hazardous  a 
proximity  to  a  powerful  enemy — qualities  that  had 
been  known  to  avail  them  in  circumstances  of  even 
greater  delicacy  than  those  in  which  they  were  now 
placed.  With  this  air  of  audacious  (Confidence,  ^e 
dreaded  Rover  came  gliding  down  upon  her  uns^is- 
pectiiig  neighbour,  until  within  a  few  hundred  feet 
of  her  weather-beam,  when  she  too,  with  a  graceful 
curve  in  her  course,  bore  up  against  the  breeife,  and 
came  to  a  sUite  of  rest.     But  Wilder,  who  re^rded^ 
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illl  ftie  movement?  of 'his  superior  i|i  silent  amaze- 
ment, was  not  slow  in  observing  that  the  head  of  the 
•*  Dolphin'^  was  laid  a  different  way  from  that  of  tlie 
fether,  and  that  her  progress  had  been  arrested  by  the 
eounteraCtihg  position  <)f  her  head-yards  ;  ^  circum- 
stance that  atforded  the  advantage  of  a  quicker  com- 
mand of  the  ship,  should  need  require  a  sudden  re- 
dotrrse  to  the  guns. 

The  "  Polphin"  was  still  drifting  slowly  under  the 
Nst  iiffluenee  of  her  recent  motion,  when  the  cus- 
tomary hoarte  and  nearly  unintelligible  summons 
came  oyer  the  water,  demanding  her  appellation  and 
ISiaracter.  The  Rover  applied  his  trumpet  to  his 
Kp8,  with  a  meaning  glance  that  wa^  directed  towards 
Ilis  tieatehant,  and  returned  the  name  of  a  ship,  in 
me  service  of  the  King,  ^at  was  known  to  be  of  the 
iSze  and  force  of  his  own  vessel. 

"Ay,  ay,"  returned  a  voice^from  out  of  the  other 
fAApi  *'  'twas  so  I  made  out  your  signals," 

The  hail  was  then,  reciprocated,  and  the  name  of 
the  royal  cruiser  given  in  return,  followed  by  an  in- 
vitation from  her  Commander,  to  his  brother  in  au- 
thority, to  visit  his  superior. 

Thus  far,  no  more  had  occurred  than  was  usual 
between  seamen  in  the  same  service  ;  but  the  affair 
was  rapidly  arriving  at  a  point  that  most  men  would 
have  fouhd  top  embarrassing  for  further  deception; 
Still  tfee  observant  eye  of  Wilder  detected  no  hesita- 
tion or  doi^bt  in  the  manner  of  his  chief.     The  beat 
df  the  drum  was  heard  from  the  cruiser,  announcing 
Che  "retreat  from  quarters ;"  and,  with  perfect  com 
i>o8ure,  he  directed  the  same  ^ign^l  to  be  given  fo 
his  own  people  to  retire  from  their  guns,     in  shon 
five  minutes  established  every  appearance  of  entire 
confidence  and  amity  between  two  vessels  which 
MrouM  have  soon  been  at  deadly  strife,  had  the  true 
character  of  one  been  known  to  the  other.     In  this 
•tate  ^  the  doubtfal  ^me^  be  playdd,  and  with  (he 


invitation  ptill  ringing ,  in   the  ew-  pf  Wji^mi  ttfH 
Rover  motioned  his  lieutenant  to  his  §ide.  ,  ^ 

*^  Yoti  hear  that  1  am  desired  to  visit  my  senior  la 
the  i*.irvice  of  his  Majesty,"  he  said,  with  a  smile  ol' 
irony  playing  about  his  scornful  lip.     ^^I8  it  youc 
pleasure  to  be  of  the  party  ?" 

The  start  with  which  Wilder  received  this  bar^f 
proposal  was  far  too  natural  to  proceefd  from  aaj 
counterfeited  emotion.  :  > 

"  You  are  not  so  mad  as  to  run  the  risk  1"  lie  cafj? 
claimed,  when  words  were  at  command.       ; 

"  If  you  fear  for  yourself,  I  can  go  alone."      .    . 

"Fear!"  echoed  the  youth,  a  brig|it  flush  givii^ 
an  adiiitional  glow  to  the  flashing  pf  his  kindling  eye. 
"It  is  not  fear,  Captain  Heidegger,  but  .piHid^cei 
that  tells  me  to  keep  concealed.  My  presence  would 
betray  tfie  character  of  this  ship.  You  forget  that  1 
am  known  to  all  in  yonder  cruiser."     , 

"  I  had  indeed  forgotten  that  pprtion.  of  the  plot 
Thefi  remain,  while  1  go  to  play  upon  the  credulity 
of  his  Majesty ''s  Captain."  j     ^ 

Without  waiting  for  an  answer,  tlie  Rover  led  the 
way  below,  signing  for  his  companion  to  follow.  A 
few  moments  sufliced  to  arrange  the  fairgoldeo  locks 
that  imparted  such  a  look  of  youth  and  vivacity  to 
the  countenance  of  the  former.  The  undress,  fan- 
ciful frock  he  wore  in  common  was  exchaiiged .  for 
the  attire  of  one  of  his  assumed  rank  and  services 
which  had  been  made  to  flt  his  person  with  the  nicest 
care,  and  with  perhaps  a  coxcomical  attet^tion  to  the 
proportions  of  his  really  fine  person ;  and  in  all  other 
things  was  he  speedily  equipped  for  the  disguise  be 
chose  to  aflect.  No  sooner  were  these  alterations  ip. 
his  appearance  completed,  (and  they  were  effected 
with  a  brevity  and  readiness  that  manifested  much 
practice  in  similar  artifices,)  than  he  disposed  bimseli 
to  proceed  on  the  intended  experiment, 

"Truer  and  quicker  eyes  aave  been  decelved^^^ 
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He  eoidfy  obsenred,  hiftiing  hit  g1at>ce  from  a  mirrdf 
t»  Am  countenance  of  kis  lieutenant,  as  he  spoko^ 
*^  A»n  those  which  embellmh  the  countenance  of 
Ca^in  fiignall'' 

^«  Yoa  know  hinivtben  ?*' 

**  Mr  Wilder,  my  husiness  impf^es  the  neces^y  of 
knowing  much  that  other  men  over!ook.  Now  ii 
this  ad vecktsre,  which,  by  your  features,  I  perceive 
you  deem  so  forkim  in  iAa  h&ptt  of  success,  one  of 
-easy  achievement.  I  am  convinced  that  not  an  offi- 
cer or  man  on  board  the  *  Dart^  has  erer  seen  the 
^ip  ^iRdiaae  name  I  have  chosem  to  usurp.  She  is  too 
fresh  from  itbe  stocks  to  incur  that  risk.  Then  it 
Ihefe  ii<Xle  |>robal»&lity  that  J,  in  my  cTther  self,  shall 
he  compelled  to  furknowle^e  acquaintance  with  any 
of  her  officers ;  for  you  well  Icnow  that  years  /have 
passed  since  your  late  ship  has  been  ifi£urope;  and, 
by  running  your  eye  over  these  books,  you  will  per^ 
Ceive  1  am  that  favoured  mortstl,  the  son  of  a  Lord, 
ai^l  have  not  only  grown  into  command,  but  into 
cnanhood,  since  her  ^parture  from  bome.^^ 

**  These  are  certainly  favouring  circumstances,  and 
such  as  I  had  not  the  sagacity  to  detect-^But  why 
iii^r  tte  riakiat  all  r^ 

t  *^  Why!  Perhaps  there  is  a  /dee^fkrlaid  scheme  to 
learn  if  the  prize  would  repay  the  loss  of  her  cap* 
ture;;  p6iiiaMr-*«r-it  is  my  humour.  There  is  fearful 
eKct^fumoot  in  -the  adventure." 

♦♦And  there  is  fearful  danger." 

♦'  I  never  count  the  price  of  these  enioymenls.-^ 
Wilder,"  he  added,  turnif^  to  him*  with  a  look  of 
Irank  and  courteous  confidence,  ♦^I  place  life  and 
h^iuour  in  your  keeping ;  for  to  eoe  iLwouId  be  disN 
honour  to  desert  the  interests  of  my  crew." 

"  The  trust  shall  be  respected,"  repeated  our  ad-» 
renturer,  in  a  tone  so  deep  and  cboaked  as  to  be 
^arly  unintelligible.  • 

.  j6^ir^io(td^«tiU  iiigfUit^ouft.CMa^niaice'rof  bit 
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Ij)  and  seamadJikeL  No  Mooer  had  the  x^ttnlfinMt' 
iiigs  passed,  than  the  latter  conducted  hia  gu^  ktl0 
his  own  apartixienta. 

^^  Find  such  a  birth,  Captain  Howard,  aa  suits  y(m 
incliualion,^^  said  the  unceremonious  old  seannaB, 
seatkig  himself  as  frankly  as.be  iaviledibis  compao- 
ion  to  imitate  his  example*  ^^  A  gentleiman  of  ymt 
extraordinary  merii  must  be  rel«ict^t)t  to  k>3e  time  id 
useless  words,  IhQugli^  you  are 'So  youog-^jouiig  for 
the  pretty  command  it  is yaprgoctd  foirtui^e lo^j^ P 

"On  the  contrary,  1  do  assure  you  I  begin  to  fed 
myseK  quite  an  a:ntedilufiaii,^^  returned  t^ie  Rover, 
coolly  placitig  binpself  at  the  opposite  aid^  of  tbe 
table,  where  berWgbt,  from  tune  to  iJmej  look  his 
half-disgusted  companion  full  in  ihe  ^3^:  "Would 
you  imagine  it,  sir?  1  shall  have  rea<^d  the  age  of 
three-andrtwenty,  if  1  live  through  the  day." 

"  1  had  given  you  a  few  more  years*,  you«g  gentle- 
man ;  but  London  csm  ripen  the  human  face  as  speed- 
ily as  the  Equator." 

"  You  never  said  truer  words,  sir.  Of;all  cruising 
grounds.  Heaven  defjsnd  me  from  that  of  St  James^d! 
I  do  assure  you,  Bignall,  the  service  is  quite  suificieBt 
to  wear  out  the  strongestt  constitution.  Tbepe  weve 
moments  when  I  really  thought  1  shoidd  haye  died 
that  humble,  disagreeable  mort^l-^^  Hc^u^lenant !" 

"  Yoijtr  disease,  weuld  then  have  bee^  a  gftUopii^ 
consumption^t"  mutti^ed  the  indignant  -eiA  ^amaa. 
*'  They  have  sent  you  out  in  a  pretty  boat  at  last, 
Captain  Howard.'". 

"She's  bearable,  BignaU,/but  (H^tfuUy  smalL  jl 
told  my  father,  that,  if  the  First  LiCMrd  didn't  speedily 
regenerate  the  service,  by  bu tiding  more  comfortab^ 
ve^els,  the  navy  wouKl  get  aH^^ther  into  vu^SfT 
hands.  Don't  you  find  the  motion  excessively  9^ 
noying  in  these  single-decl^'d  ships,  Bigoall  ?" 

"  When  a  man  jias  .h&m  t<»$i(^  Jip  mi^  i(^m»  Ssf 


fiiro-^^nd^forfy  jes^,  Captam  Hdv\?^u^  returned  his 
host,  sh'oking  his  grav  locks,  for  want  of  some  other 
manr^er  of  suppressing  his  ire^  "he  gets  to  "be  indif^ 
ferent  whether  hb  ship  pitches  a  foot  nnore  or  a  foot 

"Ah!  that,  I  ^re  s»y,  is  what  one  calls  philo^ 
sophical  equanimity,  though  little  to  my  humour.  But, 
aAer  thi»  cruk^,  I  am  to  be  posted;  and  then  I  shall* 
nmke  interest  for  a  gimrd*^p  in  the  Thames ;  evei^ 
th>f)g  g«e»  by  ii^erest  now^-^i^,  y«u  kiiow,  Big^ 
iiall.'^- 

TIl%  honest  old  tar  sivaUowed  bis  displeasure  as 
.w«lt  as  he  cotttd;  and,  as  the  most  etfeet^ral  means  of 
keeping  htaiself  in  a  caiadition  to  do  credit  to  his  own 
iK)s«pitality,  he  hastened  to  change  the  subject. 
..  "I  hope,,  among  other  new  fashions,  Captain  How- 
arti,''  he  said,  "the  flag  of  Old  England  continues  to 
jBy  OMer  the ;  Admiralty.  You  wore  the  colours  of 
Louis  so  long  this  morning,  that  another  half  hoiir 
ipgkight  have  brought  us  tot loggerheads.^^ 

"  Ob!  1  that  was  an  eftcellent  military  ruse !  I  shall 
certainly  write  the  particulars  of  that  deception 
home." 

f*Do«o;  do  80,  sir;  you  may  get  knighthood  for 
the  exploit." 

"  Horrible,  Bignall!  my  Lady  mother  would  faint 
at  the  sti^estion.^  Nothing  so  low  hjs  been  in  the 
family,  I  do  assure  you,  since  the  time  when  chivalry 
waa  genteek" 

"  Well,  well,  Captain  Howard,  it  was  happy  for  us 
both  that  you  got  rid  of  your  Gallic  humour  so  soon; 
for  a  yAtle  more  time  would  ha^e  drawn  a  broadside 
from  nie.  By  heavens,  sir,  the  guns  of  this  ship 
would  have  gone  ofT  of  themselves,  in  another  five 
minutes!" 

"  It  is  quite  happy  as  it  is.- — ^What  do  you  find  to 
ajEBi^e  you  (yawning)  in  this  dull  quarter  of  the  world, 
Bignall?" 


^s* 
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«^Wh7,«tr,  what  between  -fa^s  Mc^^styls  ^iieiiRi^ 
the  care  of  my  ship,  and  the  cotnpany  of  my  dfikefs, 
1  find  few  heavy  momeiitu." 

"  Ah !  your  officefs :  True,  y€Ai  must  hafve  officers , 
on  board;  though,  1  suppose,  they  are  a  Httle  oldish  le 
be  agreeable  to  you.  WUlyan  fovvur  me  tvitli  a«ight 
of  the  list?" 

Tl¥i  Coorunan^er  of  tbe'^Da^'  did/M  lie  vmi  r&> 
jested,  puttmg  ihe  ^quarteiMbtM  of  his  ^p^  into  ^ 
hands  ^  Us  iiidcpawii^ieaeidy,  "wilb  an  eye  Hitt,  was 
far  too  honest  to  condescend  to  bestow,  even  a  look 
on  a  be^g  so  math  ^e^ised.  ^       ■  .  # 

^^  What  a  list  of  tb<^ou^  ^oistkera  1  AH  Yar- 
mouth, and  Piyinoiith,a€id  Portsmouth,  »i¥d  Exmputh 
names,  I  do  affirm.  Heve  ane  Smiths  «notigh  to  do 
the  iron- work  of  the  whoie  ship.  Mat  here  is  a  fel- 
low tliat  mi^t  do  good  service  in  a  deluge.  Who 
may  be  this  Henry  Ark,  tiiat  I  find  rated  as  your  fir^t 
lieutenant?" 

'^A  youth  who  wants  but  ^  few  drops  of  yow 
blood)  Captain  Howard,  to  be  one  day  at  the  head 
of  his  Majesty ^s  fleet." 

"  If  he  be  then  so  extraordinary  for  his  merit.  Cap-    • 
tain  !^^all,  may  i^preaume  on  your  politeness  to  ask 
him  to  mvour  us  with  his  society.  I  always  give  my  lieu-* 
tenanjt  half  an  homr  |)f  a  mommg^f  he  ^  geiieei." 

*'  Poor  boy  L God  knows  wkefce  be  is  to  be  found 
at  this  moment  Ttie  noble  feUow  "has  emha^i^k^^ 
of  his  own  accord,  on  a  most  dangerous  service,  and 
I  am  as  ignorant  as  youfsetfof  his  success.  Remon- 
strance, and  even  entreaties,  wereof  tio  aJFall.  The 
Admiral  had  great  need  of  a  suitable  agent,  and  the 
good  of  the  i^ation  demanded  the  risk;  then,  yo^ 
know,  men  4>f  humUe  birth  must  earn  their  p«'eifei^ 
ment  in  cruising  elsewhere  than  at  St.  James^ ;  fear 
tbie  brav«  lad  is  indebted  to  ^  wreck,  iti  which  he 
was  found  fkn  lofantifMr  the  very  name  jro^  god 
singular." 


>  ^* He  is,  however,  stilt  borne  upon  ydur  books  as 
fijcst  lieutenant?" 

"  And  I  hope  ever  will  be,  until  he  shall  get  the 
ship  he  so  well  naerits. — Good  Heaven !  are  you  ill   ~ 
Captain  Howar4  I    Boy,  a  tumMer  of  grog  here." 

uj  thank  you,  sir,"  returned  the  Rover,  sitiiling 
calmly,  and  rejecting  the  offered  beverage,  as  the  , 
blood  returned  into  his  features,  with  a  violence  that 
threatened  to  break  through  the  ordinary  boundaries 
of  its  currents.  ^*  It  is  no  more  Ihaii  an  ailing  I  in- 
herit from  my  mother.  We  call  it,  in  our  family,  the 
*  de  Verc  ivory ;'  for  no  other  reason,  that  1  could 
ever  learn,  than  that  one  of  my  female  ancestors  was 
particularly  startled,  in  a  delicate  situation,  you  know, 
by  an  elephant^s  tooths  1  am  told  it  has  rather  an 
amiable  look,  while  it  lasts." 

"It  has  the  look  of  a  man  who  is  fitter  for  his 
mother's  nursery  than  a  gale  of  wind.  But  I  atii  gFad 
it  is  s6  soon  over." 

"  No  one  wears  the  same  face  long  now-a-days, 
Bignall. — And  so  this  Mr  Ark  is  not  any  body,  after 
all !" 

"1  know  not  what  you  call  'any  body,'  sir;  but, 
if  sterling  courage,  great  professional  merit,  and  stern 
loyalty,  count  for  any  thing  on  your  late  cruising 
grounds,  Captain  Howard,  Henry  Ark  will  soon  be 
in  command  of  a  frigate." 

"Perhaps,  if  one  only  koew  exactly  on  what  to 
found  his  claims,"  continued  the  Rover,  with  a  smile 
so  kind,  and  a  voice  so  insinuating,  that  they  half 
counteracted  the  effect  of  his  assumed  manner,  "  a 
vv'ord  might  be  dropped,  in  a  letter  home,  that  should 
do  the  youth  no  harm," 

"  I  would  to  Heaven  I  dare  but  reveal  the  nature 
of  the  service  he  is  on  !"  eagerly  returned  the  warm- 
hearted old  seaman,  who  was  as  quick  to  foi^t,  as 
he  was  sudden  to  feel,  disgust.  "  You  may,  how- 
ever, safely  say,  from  his  general  character,  that  it  i&  r 
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hononrable,  hazardous,  an4  has  the  «^tife  "1064  of 
his  Majesty's  subjects  in  view.  Indeed,  in  hour  Mt 
scarcely  gone  by  snice  I  thought  that  it  was  com- 
pletely successfnl. — Do  you  often  s^tyour  lofty  sails, 
Captain  Howard,  while  th^  heavier  baiivas  is  rolled 
upon  the  yards?  To  me,  ^'Htip  iilothied  in  that  style 
looks  something  like  a  man  vvith  his  t oat  on,  before 
he  has  cased  his  legs!  in  the  lower  garmeht.^' 

**You  allude  to  the  accident  of  my  maintop-gal- 
lant-sail getting  loose  whignyorifi^t  made  me  ?^* 

"  I  mean  no  other.  We  had  caught  a  glimpse  of 
your  spars  with  the  gla^^  but  had  lost  you  altogfeth^r, 
when  the  flying  duck  met  the  eye  of  a  look-out.  To 
say  the  least,  it  was  remarkable,  and  it  might  have 
proved  an  awkward  circumstance." 

"  Ah  !  I  often  do  things  in  that  way,  in  ofder  to  be 
odd.  It  is  a  sign  of  cleverness  to  be  odd,  you  know. 
-J~But  I,  too,  am  sent  into  these  se^s  on  a  special 
errand." 

"  Such  as  what  ?"  bluntly  denjianded  his  compan- 
ion, with  an  uneasiness  about  his  frowning  eye  that 
he  was  far  too  simple-minded  to  conceal. 

"  To  look  for  a  ship  that  will  certainly  give  me  a 
famous  lift,  should  i  have  the  good  luck  to  fall  in  with 
her.  For  some  time,  I  tbok  you  for  the'ver^  gentle- 
man I  was  in  search  of ;  and  1  do  assure  you,  if  your 
signals  had  not  been  so  very  unexceptFonable,  some- 
thing serious  nnight  have  happened  bet\Veen  us." 

**  And  pray,  sir,  for  whom  dM  you  take  me  V 

"  For  no  other  than  that  notoriotrs  knave  the  Red 
Rover." 

"  The  devil  yoti  did  !  And  do  yon  suppose.  Cap- 
tain Howard,  there  is  a  pirate  afloat  who  carries  such 
ham^r  above  his  head  as  is  to  be  found  aboard  the 
'  Dart?'  Such  a  set  to  her  saib — such  a  step  to  her 
masts— -and  such  a  trim  to  her  hull?  -^  I  hope,  for  the 
honour  of  your  vessel,  sir,  that  the  mistake  went  no 
farther  than  the  Captain  ?" 


**  Until  W€  got  witbin  readihg  diiBtance  <rf  ttie  s^-' 
nals,  at  least  a  moiety  of  the  better  opinions  in  my 
ship  was  dead  •against  you,  Bignall,  I  giye  you  my 
declaration.  YouVe  really  b^en  sa  iong  froin  home, 
that  the  '  Dart^  is  getting  quke  a  roving  look*  You  ^ 
may  not  be  sensible  of  it,  but  I  assiire  you  of  the 
fact  merdy  as  a  friend.''  . 

"  And,  perhaps^  since  you  ^iid  me  the  Jionour  to 
mistake  my  vessel  for  a  freebooter,"  returned  the  old 
tar,  smothering  his  ire  in  a  look  of  facetious  irony, 
which  changed  the  expression  of  his  mouth  to  a  ^ 
grim  grin,  ^^  you  might  have  conceited  this  honest 
gjsntleman  here  to  be  no  other  than  Beelzebub." 

As  he  spoke,  the  Commander  of  the  ship,  which 
had  borne  so  odious  a«i  imp^itation,  directed  the  eyes 
of  his-companion  to  the  forn^  of  a  third  individual, 
wIk>  had  entered  the  cabin  with  the  freedom  of  a 
privileged  person,  but  with  a  tread  so  light  as  to  bc' 
inaudible.  As  this  unexpected  form  met  the  quick, 
impatient  glance  of  the  pretended  officer  of  the 
Grown,  he  arose  involuntarily,  atnd,  for  hulf  a  minute, . 
that  admirable  command  of  muscle  and  nerve^  which 
had  served  him  so  well  in  maintaining  his  masque^ 
rade,  appeared  entirely  to  desert  him.  The  loss  of 
self-possession,  however,  was  but  for  a  tinie  so  short ' 
as  to  attract  no  notice ;  and  he  coolly  returned  the 
salutations  of  an-aged  man,  of  a  meek  and  subdued 
look,  with  that  air  of  blandness  and  courtesy  which 
be  so  well  knew  how  to  assume.  ' 

^*  This  gentleman  is  your  chaplain,  sir,  I  presume, 
by  his  clerical  attire,"  he  said,  after  he  had  exchang- 
ed bows  with  the  stranger. 

"He  is,  sir — a  worthy  and  honest  man, whom  I 

am  not  ashamed  tii  call  my  friend.     After  a  separa-  ^ 

tion  of  thirty   years,  the  Adrpiral    has    been  good 

enough  to  lend  him  to  me  for  the  cnrise ;  and,  though 

-my  ship  i^  none  of  the  largest,  I  believe  he  6nd«  him- . 

self  as  comfortable  in  her  as  he  would  aboard  the 
Voi .  II.  Q 


^. 
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flag. — Tbi»  geoUeiMn,  Doct^r^  is  Ihe  ftoMMtroMB  Cap- 
tain Howard,  of  lus  Majestj^s  ship  ^Antelope/.  1 
need  not  expatiate  on  his  remai-kableBcierit,  since  the 
commaQd  be  bears,  at  his  jeais,  is  a  sufficient  testi< 
monf  on  that  important  particular/^ 

There  was  a#  io!ok  of  bewildered  suiprise  in  the 
gaze  of  the  divine,  when  his  glance  first  tell  upon  the 
features  of  the  pretended  scion  of  nobility ;  bat  it 
was  far  less  striking  than  bad  been  that  of  the  sul^t 
of  his  gaze,  and  of  much  shorter  continuance.  He 
again  bowed  meekly,  and  with  that  deep  rererence 
which  long  use  begets,  even  in  the  best^ntentioned 
minds,  when  brought  in.  contact  with  the  £incied 
superiority  of  hereditary  rank  ;  but  he  did  not  appear 
to  consider  the  occasion  one  that  required  he  should 
say  more  than  the  customary  words  of  salutation. 
The  Rover  turned  calmly  to  bis  veteran  companion, 
and  continued  the  discourse. 

^^  Captain  Bignall,^^  he  said,  again  wearing  that 
grace  of  manner  which  became  him  so  well,  "  it  is 
ray  duty  to  follow  your  motions  in  this  interview.  I 
will  now  return  to  my  ship  ;  and  if,  as  I  begin  to  sus- 
pect, we  are  in  these  seas  on  a  similar  errand,  we 
can  concert  at  our  leisure  a  system  of  co-operation, 
which,  properly  matured  by  your  experience,  may 
serve  to  bring  about  the  common  end  we  have  in 


view." 


Greatly  mollified  by  this  concession  to  his  years 
and  to  his  rank,  the  Commander  of  the  "Dart"  press- 
ed his  hospitalities  warmly  on  his  guest,  winding  up 
his  civilities  by  an  invitation  to  join  in  a  marine  &ast 
at  an  hour  somewhat  later  in  the  day.  Ail  the  for- 
mer offers  were  politely  dechned,  while  the  latter 
was  accepted;  the  invited  making  the  invitation 
itself  an  excuse  that  he,  should  return  to  his  own  vefr^ 
sel,  in  order  that  he  might  select  such  of  his  officeis 
as  he  should  deem  most  worthy  of  participating  in 
the  dainties  of  the  promised  banquet     The  veteran 
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and  really  merttorious  Bignall,  notwithstanding  the 
(H*diBary  sturdy  blustering  of  his  character,  had  serred 
too  long  in  indigence  and  comparative  obscurity, 
not  to  fi^l  some  of  the*  longings  of  human  nature  for 
Us  hard-earned  and  protrfreted  preferment.  He  con- 
sequently kept,  in  the  midst  of  all  his  nativ^  and 
Rianly  tonesty,  a  saving-eye  ^n  the  means  of  accom- 
plishing this  material  object.  It  is  to  occasion  no  sur 
prise,  therefore,  that  bis  parting  from  the  supposed 
son  of  a  powerful  champion  at  Court  was  more  ami- 
cable than  had  been  the  meeting.  The  Rover  was 
bowed,  from  the  cabin  to  the  deck,  with  at  least  an 
appearance  of  returning  good-will.  On  reaching  the 
latter,  a  hurried,  suspicious,  and  perhaps  an  uneasy 
glance  was  thrown  from  tits  restless  eyes  on  all  those 
&ces  that  were  grouped  aroand  the  gangway,  by 
which  he  was  dbout  to  leave  the  ship ;  but  their  ex- 
pression instantly  became  calm  again,  and  a  little  su- 
percilious withal,  in  order  to  do  no  discredit  to  the 
part  in  the  cotnedy  wbRhit  was  his  present  humour 
to  enact.  Then,  shaking  the  worthy  and  thoroughly-^ 
deceived  old  seaman  heartily  by  the  hand,  he  toucn- 
ed  bis  hat,  with  an  air  half^-haughty,  half-condescend- 
ing, to  his  inferiors.  He  was  in  the  act  of  descend- 
ing into  the  l>oat,  when  the  chaplain  was  seen  to 
whisper  something,  with  great  earnestness,  in  the  ear 
of  his  Captain.  The  Commander  hastened  to  recall 
his  departing  gtiest,  desiring  him,  with  startling  jjravi- 
ty,  to  lend  him  his  private  attention  for  another  mo- 
ment. Suffering  himself  to  be  led  apart  by  the  two, 
the  Rover  stood  awaiting  their  pleasure,  with  a  cool-' 
ness  of  demeanour  that,  under  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  his  c$se,  did  signal  credit  to  his  nerves. 

*^  Captain  Howard,**'  resumed  the  warm-hearted 
Bignali,  "  have  you  a  gentleman  of  the  cloth  in  your 
vessel  ?" 

"  Twx),  sir^"  was  the  ready  answer. 

"  Two !    It  is  rare  to  find  a  supernumerary  priest 
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i«  a  man  of  war!  But,  1  suppose, 'Court  i^och<^ 
could  giv«  the  fellowa  bishop,"  ttitittered  th^  other. 
*' You  are  fortunate  in  this  particular,  young  gentle 
man,  since  1  am  indebted  to  inclination,  rather  than 
to  custom,  for  the  society  of  my  >frorthy  friend  herR^ 
He  has,  however,  made  a  point  that  I  should  inclodcf 
the  reverend  gentleman — I  should  say  gentleman— ^ 
in  the  invitation." 

*'  You  shaH  have  all  the  divinity  of  my  slrip,  Big 
nail,  on  niy  faith." 

"I  believe  I  was  particular  in  naming  yoiir  first 
lieutenaht."  ' 

**0h!  dead  or  alive,  he  shall  surely  be  of  your 
party,"  returned  the  Rover,  witb  a  suddenness  and 
vehen^nce  of  utterance  that  txxasioned  both  his  au- 
ditors to  start  witli  surprise.  "You  may iiot find  biro 
an  ark  to  rest  your  wear}'  foot  on;  but, ^uch  as  he 
is,  he  is  erttirely  at  your  service.  And  now,  once 
more,  I  salute  you."  i 

Bowing  again,  he  proceeded,  with  his  formet  de- 
liberate air,  over  the  gangway,  keeping  his  eye  rivet-^ 
ed  on  the  lofty  gear  of  the  "  Dart,"  as  he  descended 
her  side,  with  much  that  sort  of  expression  with  which 
a  petit-maitre  is  apt  to  regard  the  fashion  of  the  gar- 
ments of  one  newly  arrived  from  the  provinces.  Hi^ 
superior  repeated  his  invitation  with  warmth,  and 
waved  his  hand  in  a  frank  but  temporary  adieu  ;  thus 
unconsciously  suffering  the  man  to  escape  him  whose 
capture  would  have  purchased  the  long  postponed 
and  still  distant  advantages  for  whose  possession  he 
secretly  pined,  with  all  the  withering  Idngings  of  a 
hope  cruelly  deferred.  -^         ■ 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

'«— •  "  het  them  accase  me  by  invention ;  I  will  aniwer  in  mint 

"  Yes  1"  muttered  the  Rover,  with  bitter  irony,  as 
his  boat  rowed  under  the  stern  of  the  cruiser  of  the 
Crown ;  "  yes !  I,  and  nvy  officers,  will  taste  of  your 
banquet  I.  But  the  viands  shall  be  such  as  these  hire- 
lings of  the  King  shall  little  relish!— Pull  with  a  will, 
my  men^  pull ;  in  an  hour,  you  shall  rummage  the 
store-rooms  of  that  fool,  for  your  reward !" 

The  greedy  freebooters  who  manned  the  oars  could 
scarcely  restrain  their  shouts,  in  order  to  maintain 
that  atr  of  moderation  which  policy  still  imposed ; 
but  they  gave  vent  to  their  excitement,  in  redoubled 
efibrts  in  propelling  the  pinnace.  In  ianother  min- 
ute, the  adventurers  were  all  in  safety  again  under 
the  sheltering  guns  of  the  '^  Dolphin/^ 

His  people  gathered,  from  the  haughty  gleamings 
that  were  flashing  from  tlie  eyes  of  die  Rover,  as  his 
foot  OBce  more  touched  the  deck  of  his  own  ship, 
that  the  period  of  some  momentous  action  was  at 
hand.  For  an  instant,  he  lingered  on  the  quarter- 
deck, surveying,  with  a  sbrt  of  stem  joy,  the  sturdy 
materials  01  his  lawless  command;  and  then,  with- 
out speaking,  he  abruptly  entered  his  proper  cabin 
either  forgetful  that  he  had  conceded  its  use  to  others 
or,  in  the  present  excited  state  of  his  mind,  utterly 
indififerent  to  the  change.  A  sudden  and  tremendous 
blow  on  the  gong  announced  to  the  alarmed  females^ 
who  had  ventured  from  their  secret  place,  under  the 
present  amicable  appearances  between  the  two  ship8« 
not  only  his  presence,  but  his  humour. 

"  Let  the  nrst  lieutenant  be  told  I  await  him,*'  wad 
the  stei^n  order  that  followed  the  appearance  of  the 
atteadant  be  bad  sammoned. 

Q2 
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During  the  short  period  which  elapsed  before  his 
mandate  could  be, obeyed,  the  Reaver  seemed  strug- 
gling with  an  emotion  that  choaked  him.  Butjvhen 
the  door  of  the  cabin  was  opened,  and  Wilder  stood 
1)erore  him,  the  most  suspicious  and  closest  observer 
might  have  sought  in  vain  any  evidence  of  the  fierce 
passion  which  in  reaHty  agitated  the  inward^ man. 
With  the  recovery  of  his 'self-commalnd,  returned  $l 
recollection  of  the  manner  of  his  ihtmsion  into  a 
place  which  he  had  hknself  ordained  should  be  priv- 
ileged. It  was  then  that  he  first  sought  the  shrinking 
forms  of  the  females,  and  hastened  to  relieve  the  te> 
ror  that  Was  too  plainly  to  be  seen  in  their  counte- 
nances, by  words  of  apology  and  explanation. 

"  In  the  hurry  of  an  interview  with  a  friend,"  he 
said,  ^^  I  may  h^ve  fojqgotten  that  I  am  host  to  even 
such  guests  as  it  is  my  happiness  to  entertain,  though 
it  be  done  so  very  indifferently."" 

"  Spare  your  civilities,  sir,"  said  Mrs  Wyllyg,  with 
dignity  :  "  In  order  to  make  us  less  sensible  of  any 
intrusion,  be  pleased  to  act  the  master  here.'^ 

The  Rover  first  saw  the  ladies  seated  ;  and  then, 
jike  one  who  appealed  to  think  the  occasion  might 
excuse  any  little  departure  from  custom^iry  forms,  he 
signed,  with  a.smile  of  high  courtesy,  to  his  lieuten- 
ant to  imitate  their  example. 

'*  His  Majesty's  artisans  have  sent  worse  ships  than 
the  '  Dart'  upon  the  ocean.  Wilder,"  he  commenced, 
with  a  significant  loo]c,  as  if  he  intended  that  the 
other  should  supply  all  the  meaning  that  his  words 
did  not  express;  "  but  his  ministers  might  have  se- 
lected a  more  observant  individual  for  the  conmiand.^^ 

**  Captain  Bignall  has  the  reputation  of  a  brav^ 
findiAU  honest  man."  i 

*"  Ay !  He  should  deserve  it;  for,  strip  him  of  these 
qualities,  and  little  would  remain.  He  grve-s'  me  to 
understand. that  Jie  is  especiaQy  sent^into  this  latitude 
in  quest  of  a  ship  that  we  have  ail  beard^p^  ei^e^ 
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IB  good  or  in  evil  report;  I ; speak  of  the  *Red 
Royer!'" 

The  involuntary  start  of  Mrs  Wyllys,  and  the  sud- 
den tnannet  in  tv^hich  Gertrude  grasped  the  arm  of 
ber  governess,  ^were  certainly  seen  by  tlie  last  speak- 
pr%  but  in  no  degree  did  his  manner  betray  the  con- 
sciousness of  siich  an  observation.  His  self-posses- 
siofi  was  admirably  emulated  by  his  male  companion, 
who  iijiswiered,  with  a  composure  that  no  jealousy 
could  have  seen  was  assumed, — 
^  "His  cruise  will  be  hazardous, aot  to  say  without 
success."  - 

."  It  may  prove  both.   And  yet  he  has  lofty  expecta- 
tions of  the  results." 

"  He  probably  labours  under  thecommon  error  as 
to  the  character  of  the  man  he  seeks." 

"  In  wlwit  does  he  mistake?"  ^ 

"  Jn  supposing  that  he  will  encounter  an  ordinary 
freebooter-— one  coarse,  rapacious,  ignorant,  and  in- 
exorable, like  others  of" 

"Of  what,  sir?" 

'^  I  would  have  said,  of  his  class ;  but  a  mariner 
like  him  we  speak  of  forms  the  head  of  his  own 
order." 

"  We  will  call  him,  then,  by  his  popular  name,  Mr 
Wilder— a  rover.  But,  answer  me,  is  it  not  remark- 
able that  so  aged  and  experienced  a  seaman  ^should 
come  to  this  little  frequented  sea  in  quest  of  a  ship 
whose  pursuits  should  call  her  into  more  bustling 
scenes?" 

"  He  may  have  traced  lier  through  the  narrow 
passages  of  the  islands,  and  followed  on  the  course 
she  has  last  been  seen  steerii^." 
'  »*  He  may  indeed,"  returned  the  Rover,  musing  in- 
tently. "  Your  thorough  mariner  khows  how  to  cal- 
cslate  the  chances  of  winds  and  currents,  as  the  bird 
finds  its  way  in  air.  Still  a  description  of  the  ship 
diould  he  uecded  for  a  clue." 

f 
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The  eyes  of  Wilder,  notwithstandrng  €f?erj  effort 
to  the  contrarj,  sudIc  before  the  piercing  ga2e  ttiej 
encoautered,  as  he  answered, — 

^*  Perhaps  he  is  not  without  that  knowledge,  too.** 

^^  Perhaps  not  Indeed,  he  gave  m^  reason  to  be^ 
lieve  he  has  an  agent  in  the  secrets  of  his  enemy. 
Nay,  he  expressly  avowed  the  same^  and  acknow- 
ledged that  his  prospects  of  success  depended  on  the 
skifi  and  information  of  that  individual,  wbo  n6 
doubt  has  his  private  means  of  communicating  what 
he  learns  of  the  movements  of  those  with  whom  he 
serves." 

^  Did  he  name  him  ?" 

"  He  did." 

"  It  was  ?"-: — 

"  Henry — Ark,  alias  Wilder." 

^^  It  is  vain  to  attempt  denial,"  said  our  adven- 
tprer,  rising,  with  an  air  of  pride  that  he  intended 
should  conceal  the  uneasy  sensation  that  in  truth  be* 
set  Wm ;  "  I  find  you  know  me." 

"  For  a  false  traitor,  sir." 

^<  Captain  Heidegger,  you  are  safe,  here,  in  using 
these  reproachful  terms." 

The  Rover  stniggled,  and  struggled  successfully^ 
to  keep  down  the  risings  of  his  temper;  but  the  effort 
lent  to  his  countenance  gleamings  of  fierce  and  bitter 
scorn.  "^ 

'*  You  will  communicate  that  fact  also  to  your  sa* 
periors,"  he  said,  with  taunting  irony.  "  The  mon« 
ster  of  the  seas,  he  who  plunders  defenceless  fisher- 
men, ravages  unprotected  coasts,  and  eludes  the  flag 
of  King  George,  as  other  serpents  steal  into  their 
caves  at  the  footstep  of  man,  is  safe  in  Speaking  his 
mind,  backed  by  a  nundred  and  fifty  freebooters^  and 
in  the  security  of  his  own  cabin.  Perhaps  be  knowsi 
too,  that  he  is  breathing  in  the  atmosphere  of  peaces 
ful  and  peace-making  wcMnan*"  ■■{ 

But  the  first  surprise  of  the  subject  of  bis  jcodi 
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had  passed,  and  be  was  neiUiefto  be  goaded  into  re- 
tort, nor  terrified  into  entreaties.  Folding  his  arms 
with  calmnesi^,  Wilder  simply  repliedi-r*- 
,  "I  have  incurred  this  risk,  in  order  to  drive  a 
seourge  from  tlie  ocean,  which  had  baffled  all  othqr 
:atlempts  at  its  extermination.  I  knew  the  hazard, 
"and  shall  not  shrink  from  its  penalty." 

^  Yoo  shall  not,  sir  I"  returned  thfe  Rover,  striking 
the  gong  again  with  a  finger  that  appeared  tol  carry 
itt  its  touch  the  weight  of  a  giant.  "  Let  the  negro, 
and/the  topman  his  companion,  be  secured  in  irons, 
(and,  on  no  account,  permit  them  to  communicate,  by 
word  or  signal,  with  the  other  ship." — ^When  the 
agent  of  his  punishments,  who  had  entered  at  the 
well-known  summons,  had  retired,  he  again  turned 
to  the  firm  and  motionless  form  that  stood  before 
him,  and  continued:  "Mr  Wilder,  there  is  a  law 
^which  binds  this  commufijty,  into  which  you  hai»e  so 
treacherously  stolen,  together,  that  would  consign 
you,  and  your  misen^ble  confederates,  to  the  yard- 
arm,  the  instant  your  true  character  should  be  known 
to  my  people.  I  have  but  to  opjen  that  door,  and  to 
pronounce  the  bature  of  your  treason,  in  order  to 
give  you  up  to  the  tender  mercies  of  the  crew." 

"  You  v^iil  not !  rto,  you  will  not !"  cried  a  voice 
at -his  elbow,  which  thrilled  on  even  all  his  iroti 
nerves.  "  You  have  forgotten  Ihe  ties  which  hind 
m^n  to  his  fellows,  but  cruelty  is  not  natural  to  your 
heart.  By  all  the  recollections  of  your  earliest  and 
happiest  days;  by  the  tenderness  and  #pity  which 
watched  your  childhood ;  by  that  holy  and  pmnisctent 
Being  who  suffei*s  not  a  hair  of  the  innocent  to  go 
junreyenged,  I  conjure  you  to  pausjg,  before  you  for- 
get your  own  awful  responsibility.  No !  you  will 
not — cannot— dare  not  he  so  merciless !" 
•  "What  fate  did  he  contemplate  for  me  and  my 
followers,  when  he  entered  on  this  insidious  design  ?^^ 
hoarsely  demanded  the  Rover* 
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^^  The  laws  of  God  and  man  are  with  bim,^^  con- 
tinued the  governesfi,  qoailitig  not,  as  her  own  con- 
tracting eye  n^  the  stern  gaze  wWch  she  confronted. 
^^ 'Tis  reason  that  speaks  ia  my  voice;  ^tit  mercy 
ivhich  I  know  is  pleading  at  your  heart  The  cause, 
the  motive, sanctify  his  acts ;  while  your  career  canfind 
justification  in  the  laws  neither  of  heaven  nor  earth.*^ 

^*  This  is  bold  language  to  sound  in  the  care  of  a 
blood-seeking,  remorseless  pirate  !^^  said  the  other, 
looking  about  tiim  with  a  smile  so  proud  and  coa- 
scions,  that  it  seemed  to  proclaim  now  plaiiily  be 
aaw  that  the  speaker  relied  on  the  very  reverse  of 
the  qualities  he  named. 

^^  It  is  the  language  of  truth ;  and  ears  like  youis 
cannot  be  deaf  to  the  sounds.     If  ^* 

"Lady,  cease,"  interrupted  the  Rover,  stretching 
his  arm  towards  her  with  calmness  and  dignity.  "  My 
resolution  was  formed  on  the  instant^  and  no  remotir 
strance,  nor  apprehension  of  the  consequence,  cat 
change  it.  Mr  Wilder,  you  are  free.  If  you  have 
not  served  me  as  faithfully  as  I  once  expected,  you 
have  taught  me  a  lesson  in  the  art  of  physiognomy, 
which  shall  leave  me  a  wiser  man  for  the  re^  of  my 
days.'^ 

The  conscious  Wilder  stood  self-condemned  and 
humbled.  The  strugglings  which  stirred  his  inmodt 
soul  were  easily  to  be  read  in  the  workings  of  a 
countenance  that  was  no  longer  masked  in  artifice, 
but  which  was  deeply  charged  with  shanie  and  sor- 
row. The  conflict  lasted^however,  but  for  a  moment 

"  Perhaps  ydu  know  not  the  extent  of  my  object, 
Captain  Heide^er,"  he  said  ;  "  it  embracea  the  for- 
feit of  your  life,  and  the  destruction,  or  dispersion,  of 
your  crew."*' 

"  According  to  the  established  usages  of  that  por- 
tion of  the  world  which,  having  the  power,  oppresses 
the  remainder,  it  did.  Go,  sir ;  rejoin  your  pfopci 
ship;  I  repeat,  you  are  free."  ' 


J  •*  1  easnot  le^vz  you,  Captdin  Heide^er,  without 
one  word  of  justification/^ 

/'What!  can  the  hunted,  denounced,  and  con- 
demned freebooter  coninyand  «n  explanation  !  Is 
even  hi3  good  opinion  necessary  to  a  Virtuous  servant 
of  the  Crown !" 

"  Use  such  terms  of  triumph  and  reproach  as  suit 
your  pleasure,  sir,''  returned  the  oth^r,  reddening  to 
the  temples  as  he  spoke ;  "  to  me  your  hngua^^e  can 
now  convey  no  offence  ;  still  would  I  not  leave  you 
without  removing  part  of  the  odium  which  you  think 
I  merit." 

"  Speak  freely.     Sir,  you  are  my  guest." 
^Although  the  most  cutting  revilings  could  not  have 
wounded  the  repentant  Wilder  so  deeply  as  this  gen- 
erous conduct,  he  so  far  subdued  his  feelii^  as  fa 
continue, —  ■ 

•^  Yqu  are  not  now  to  learn,"  he  said,  "  tliat  vul- 
gar rumour  has  given  a  colour  to  your  conduct  and 
character  which  is  not  of  a  qutlity  to  command  the 
esteem  of  men," 

"You  may  find  leisure  to  deepen  the  tints,"  has- 
tily interrupted  his  listener,  though  the  emotion 
which  trembled  in  his  voice  plainly  denoted  how 
deeply  he  felt  the  wound  which  was  given  by  a  world 
he  affected  to  despise. 

"  If  called  upon  to  speak  at  all,  my  words  shall  be 
those  of  truth,  Captain  Heide^er.  But  is  it  sur- 
prising, that,  filled  with  the  ardour  of  a  service  that 
you  once  thought  honourable  yourself,  I  should  be 
found  willing  to  risk  life,  and  even  to  play  the  hypo- 
crite, in  order  to  achieve  an  object  that  would  not 
only  have  been  rewarded,  but  approved,  had  it  been 
successful  ?  With  such  sentiments  I  embarked  on 
the  enterprise ;  but,  as  Heaven  is  my  judge,  your 
manly  confidence  had  half  disarmed  me  before  my 
foot  had  hardly  crossed  your  threshold." 

"  And  yet  you  turned  not  back  ?" 
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**  There  might  have  been  powerful  re^§06^  to!  flie 
contra ry,**'  resumed  the  defeiidant,  uncoiM^ciou^j" 
giancing  his  eyes  at  the  females  as  he  spoke.^  "I 
kept  my  hUh  at  Newport ;  and,  had  my  two  foik>W- 
ers  then  been  released  from  your  ship,  foot  of  inine 
should  never  have  entered  her  again."  '    > 

"  Young  man,  I  am  willing  to  believe  you.  I  think 
I  penetrate  your  motives.  You  have  played  a  deli- 
cate game;  and,  instead  of  repining,  you  will  one 
day  rejoice  that  it  has  been  fruitless.  Go,6ir;  a  boat 
shall  attend  you  to  the  '  Dart\" 

"  Deceive  n"bt  yourelf.  Captain  Heidegger,  in  be- 
lieving that  any  generosity  of  yours  can  shut  my  eye* 
to  my  proper  duty.  The  instant  I  am  seen  by  the 
Commander  of  the  sliip  you  name,  j'oar  character 
wTll  be  betrayed." 

"  I  expect  it." 

"Nor  will  my  hand  be  idle  in  the;8trugg]e  tBkt 
must  follow.     1  may  die,  here,  a  victim  to  my  mis-  - 
take,  if  you  please ;  Mlit,  the  moment  1  am  released, 
I  become  your  enemy.'' 

>^' Wilder!"  exclaimed  the  Rover,  grasp ii>g  his 
hand,  with  a  smile  that  partook  of  tlie  wild  peculiar- 
ity of  the  action,  "  we  should  have  been  acquainted ' 
earlier!  But  regret  is  idle.  Go;  should  my  people 
learn  the  truth,  any  remonstrances  of  mine  would  be 
like  whispers  in  a  whirlwind." 

"When  last  1  joined  the  'Dolphin,'  I  did  not 
come  alone."  .     V 

"  Is  it  not  enough,"  rejoined  the  Rover,  coldly  re- 
coiling for  a  step,  "  that  I  oifer  liberty  and  life  ?" 

"  Of  what  service  can  a  being,  fair,  helpless,  and 
unfortunate  as  this,  be  in  a  ship  devoted  to  pursuits 
like  those  of  the  '  Dolphin  ?' " 

"  An>  I  to  be  cut  off  for  ever  from  communion 
with  the  best  of  my  kind  !  Go,  sir  ;  leave  me  the  jm 
age  of  virtue,  at  least,  though  I  may  be  wanting  in 
its  substance."  ' 
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,  *•  Captaiin  Heideg^v  once,  in'  the  waintith'  of  ydnr 
better  feelings,  you  pronounced  a  pledge  in  favour 
of  these  females,  which  I  hope  came  deep  from  the 
heart." 

"  I  understanfi  voti,  «ir.  What  I  then  said  is  not, 
and  shall  not,  be  forgotten.  But  whither  would  yOil 
lead  your  connlpanions?  Is  not  one  vessel  on  the  high 
seas  as  safe  as  another?  Am  I  to  be  deprived  of  eve- 
ry means  of  making  friends  unto  mysell  ?  Leave  me; 
sir — go— you  may  linger  until  my  permission  to  de- 
part  caiinot  avail  you." 

"  I  shall  never  desert  my  charge,"  said  Wilder, 
firmly.   ^ 

"  Mr.  Wilder — oi^  1  should  rather  call  you  Lieuten- 
ant Ark,  I  believe" — returned  the  Rover,  '*you  may 
trifle  with  my  good  nature  till  the  moment  of  your 
own  security  shall  be  past." 

"  Act  your  will  on  me :  1  die  at  my  post,  or  go  ac- 
companied by  those  with  whom  1  came." 

*>  Sir,  the  acquaintance  of  which  you  boast  is  not 
older  than  my  own.  How  know  you  that  tliey  pre- 
fer you  for  their  protector?  1  have  deceived  myself, 
and  done  poor  justice  tomy  owit  intentions,  if  they 
have  found  Cause  for  complaints,  since  their  happi- 
ness or  comfort  has  been  in  my  keeping.  Speak,  fair 
one  ;  which  will  you  for  a  protector?" 

" Leave  me, leave  me!"  exclaimed  Gertrude,  veil- 
ing her  eyes,  in  terror,  from  the  insidious  smile  with 
which  he  approached  her,  as  she  would  have  avoided 
the  attractive  glance  of  a  basilisk.  "  Oh  !  if  you  have 
pity  in  your  heart,  let  us  quit  your  ship  !" 

Notwithstanding  the  vast  self-command  which  the 
being  she  so  ungovernably  and  spontaneously  repelled 
had  in  common  over  his  feelings,  no  effort  could  re-' 
press  the  look  of  deep  and  hutniliating  mortification 
with  which  he  lieard  her.  A  cold  and  haggard  smile 
gleamed  over  his  features,  as  he  murmured,  in  a  voice 
which  he  in  vain  endeavoured  to  smother, — 
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and  deafly  must  the  penalty  be  paid  j-^^^L^dvi,  yoii 
and  your  lovely  ward  are  the. miatre^seftaf  your  ewifr 
acts.  This  ship,  and  this  cabin,  are  at  your  com' 
mand ;  or,  if  you  elect  to  qiiitboth^  otbeis  will  re- 
eeive  you»" 

**•  Safety  for  our  sex  is  ooly  to  be  found  beneatlk 
the  fostering  protection  of  the  laiMs^^  »id  Mrs  Wyl- 
lys^     "  Would  to  God  !'* 

"  Enough !"  he  interrupted,  "  you  shall  accompany^ 
your  friend.  The  ship  will  not  be  emptier  than  my 
heart,  wten  all  have  left  me."  . 

"  Did  vou  call  ?"  asked  a  low  voice  at  his  elbow, 
in  toned  so  plaintive  and  mild^'tliat  they  could  not 
fail  to  catch  nis  69 r»  ^  :. 

"  Roderick,"  he  hurriedly  replied,  "  yoo  will  fini 
occupation  below.  Leave  us,  good  Roderick*  For 
a  while,  leave  me. 

Then,  as  if  anxious  to  close  the  scene  as  speedily 
as  possible,  he  gave  another  of  his  signals  on  the 
gong.  An  order  was  given  to  convey  Fid  and  thie 
black  into  a  boat,  whither  he  also  sent  the  scanty 
baggage  of  his  female  guests.  $o  soon  as  these  brief 
arrangements  w^re  completed,  he  handed  the  gov* 
erness,  with  studied  courtesy,  through  his  woiider- 
ing  people,  to  the  side,  and  saw  her  safely  seated^ 
with  her  ward  and  Wilder,  in  the ^linnace.  The  oars 
were  manned  by  the  two  seamen,  and  a  silent  adieu, 
was  given  by  a  wav«  of  his  hand ;  after  which  he 
disappeared  from  those  to  whom  their  present  release, 
seemed  as  imaginary  and  unreal  as  bad  app^red; 
their  late  captivity.  i 

The  tlireat  of  the  intferference  of  the  crew  of  the 
"  Dolphin"  was,  however,  still  rifling  in  the  ears  of 
Wilder,  He  made  an  impatient  gesture  to  his  at«* 
tendants  to  ply  their  oars,  cautiously  steering  the  boat 
on  such  a  course  as  should  soonest  lead  her  from  be- 
neath the  gun$  of  the  freebooters^     While  passing 
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un^r  the  stent  ofiUe  *^  Dolphto,^^  a  hoft^se  hafl  was 
sent  across  the  Waters,  and  the  voice  of  the  Rover 
was  heard  speaking  to  the  Commander  of  the  ♦*  Dart." 
'"  "1  send  yow  aparty  of  your  guests,"  he  said ;  '^and,^ 
^jnong  tbeit),  all  the  diirfaTity;  of  my  si^tp!." 
>,  'f be  passage  wras  short;  nor  was  time  ^^  for 
iiny  qf  the  liberated  toni^ahge  their  tfaoughtsvhe^fore' 
it  became  necessary  to  kscend  the  side  of  the  emiser 
irf  the  Crotch. 

'  "  Heaven  help  us  I"  exclaimed  Bignall,  <^8rtching  a 
glimpse  of  the  sex  of  his  visiters  thi^gh  a  port ; 
*> Heaven  bel^  us  both.  Parson!  That  young  hair- 
braii>M3d  fellow  has  sent  us  a  brace  of  petticoats 
aboard ;  and  these  the  profane  reprobate  calls  hts  di-^ 
vinitie^l  One  nay  easily  guess  where  he  has  picked 
up  siich  quality ;  bat  cheer  up,  Doctol- ;  one  may  hoh- 
estly  foi^et  the  cloth  ih  five  &thoin  witer^  you 
know.''         ; 

'Pie  facetious  laugh  of  the  old  Commander  of  the 
**I>ar-("  betrayed  that  he  was  more  than  half  disposed' 
tp  overUyok  the  fancied  presumption  of  his  audacious 
inferior ;  furnishing  a  sort  of  pledge,  to  all  who  heurd 
it,  tha^t  no  undue  Qcru pies  should  defeat  the  hilarity 
of  the  monfient,     But  when  Gertnide,^ flushed  With; 
the  excitement  of  the  scene  throng  which  she  had 
just  passed^  ^nd  beamii^g  with  a  loveline^  that  de- 
rived j&Oitk^cihof  itSf  character  from  its  innocence,  ap- 
pearqd  on  bis  deck^  the  veleran  rubbed  Ifis  eyesi  in- 
an  am^zeinent  which  Could  not  have  been  greatly  3 
surpassed,  had  pne  pf  thatspecids  of  beings  the  Ro^^ 
yer  had  sained  actually  fallen  4 1  bis  fe^  from  the 
skies* 

" The  heartless  sconndrell"  cried  the  worthy  tar, 
*  to  lead  astray  ane  so  young  and  so  lovelj'-!  Ha  !  as  • 
Hive,  my  ^wn  lieuitenatit !  How's  this,  Mr  Ark !  have 
we  fallen  on  the  days  of  miracles?^'*  ' 

An  exclamation,  which  canne  deep  from  the  heart 
of^  t^p  ^pv^rneis,: jsy^d  ^  Jow  and  mournful  eci^^fi^ni^ 
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the  lips  of  the^vine,  iDterrdpted  the  fevtbet  iixp^ 
aion  of  hia  Indignation  and  bis  wonder. 

"Captain  BignalV  observed  the  formef,  pntritingf 
to  the  tottering  form  which  was  teafitng-an  Wilder 
for  support,  "  od  my  life,  you  ape  mi«t£tken  io  tb6 
cbdracter  of  this  Jady.  It  is  moreihaci  ti^eoty^'yeare 
since  we  last  niet^  but  I  pledge  my  own  e&aracter  i&^ 
the  purity  and  truth  of  hers." 

"Lead  me  to  the  cabin,"  murmured  Mrs  Wjrtty4> 
"  Gertrude,  my  love,  iiiiicre  are  ive  ?  ^  Liead  me  to 
some  secret  place." 

Her  request  was  complied  .with ;  the  whole  groupe 
retiring  in  a  body  fron»  before  the  sight -of  the  specM^ 
tors  who  thronged  the  deck.  .  Here  the  deeply  agi' 
tated  governess  regained  a  portion  o#  h^rseM^-^OM^ 
mand,  and  then  her  wandering  gate  sought  the^iiieeft*,' 
concerned  countenaiice  of  the  chaplain.   ^  -  ' 

"  This  is  a  tardy  and  heart-rending  meeting,"  she 
said,  pressing  the  hand  he ^ give  'toJt  te  her  lips, 
"  Gertrude,  in  this  gentieman  ^u  «fee  the  divine  tiiif 
united  me  to. the  man  who  oftce  fofrliifed  the  prr<le 
and  happiness  of  my  existence."  ri        ;    }  . 

"Mourn  not  his  loss,"   whispered  the  rev^end 
priest,  bending  over  her  chair,  ^ith  the  ittterfet  wT  a 
parent.     "  He  was  taken  from  you  at  ati  eafjy  houf*V 
but  he  died  as  all  who  loved  him  might  ha\^l^i^hed;. 
."And  none  was  left  to  beat',  hi  remembraHoe^dr 
his  qualities,  his  proud  name  to' posterity  jTc^itiS^ 
good  Mortons  is  not  the  hand  of  Provide^KSe^  VisH)]^ 
in  this  dispensation  ?  Ou^t  I  hot  to  humble  rayBelf^ 
before  it^  as  a  just  ipunishbient  of  mj^  disobecH^nW 
to  an  affectionate,  though  too  obdurate,  parent  T*^';^^ 
.  "  None  may  presume  to  pty  into  the  htyst^ro^  of 
the    righteous    government  that  orders  all '  flAi^., 
Enough  for  us,  that  we  learn  io  sntwhlt  t6  the  wiH  dP 
Him  who  rules,  without  questioning  his  justice." 

"  Buf,"  continued  the  governess,  in' tbhes  st>  hu^j 
n»  to,.bdixay  bow  powerfully  «he  felt  the  temptatbiP 
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lo'fbi^t  his  admonid0»,  **  wottld  fdt^mk  Kftr' 
iufficedt  ^vww  I  to  he  deprived  of  MV* 

**  Madam,  reflecti  Wbat  baS'beeri  ddfte  was  done 
in  wisdom,  ais  I  trust  it  was  in  mercy." 

v"  Yoa  say  tm\y\  I  will  forget  all  of  tt*e  sad  events, 
but  their  a  implication  to  myself.  And  you,  ^^ofthy 
and  ben^atent  ftlerton,  whei^  and  how  h^^&^b&bU 
p^seiycmrdays,  since  the  time  of  wti^th  we  spealk  ^ 

^^  [  am  bot:a  low  and  iiomble  9l%ephef^  of  a  traani 
iock^^V  fetarned'  the  meek^K^plaki^  wvth  a  sigte 
^^  Manj  distant  seis  hai^  I  visited,  and  Matiy  strangei 
feces,  amd  stranger  natureis,  has  it  bel^  tiiw  lot  to  en-^ 
ciHlnter  in  my  piigrimage.  !  am  but  lately  ttrturned, 
from  die^st,  intatfae  hemisphere  where  I  first  drew 
breath;  feind,^y  jpemiission  of  our  superiors,  I  came 
to  piss  a  month  in  ^this  vessel  of  a  companion,  whose 
friendship  bears  even  an  older  date  than  our  own." 

**  Ay^  ay,  Madam^^  returned  the  wortliy  Bign^ll, 
\vhos6  iec^ingB  had  be^n  iiot  a  little  disturbed  by  the 
pnevious  scene ;  **  it  is  near  half  U  century  since  the 
rarson  and  I  were  hoys  together,  and  We  have  been? 
robbtf^  up  old  recollections  on  the  ci^i^e.  Bappy 
t^m  I  that  a  Jad^  of  so  commendable  qualities  has 
toiae  to  mfdce  one  of  our  party,"" 

**  In  this  lady  yoa  see  the  daughter  of  tfe^  lattf 

Captain ^  and  tl^  relict  of  the  son  of  ^ur.ari-^ 

elent  Cd^matRier,  Ileaf-Admiral  de  Lacey,''  hastily 
resumed  the  dii^me,  as  though  he  knew  the  wcll- 
iiieain»g4ione6ty  of  his  friend  was  more  to  be  trusted 
than  his  discretion. 

^  }  knew  them  both^  «nd  brave  meh  and  thorough 
seames)  were  ^he  pair]  The  Uwly  was  welcome  ^s 
7<|iit  firiead,  Merton;  but  she  is  doubly  so,  as  the^ 
widow  and  child  of  the  gfenttemen  you  name." 
,  **^De  Jjacey  r**  rotEnnured  an  agitated  voice  in  the 
ear  of  the  governess. 

^  Th^J^pve^  aaea^tide  to  bt^  4hitt  tuufii,^ 


Tf 


f!ettijfn0i  she  whom  we  ehaUsttill  centituiert^ecadM^ 

her  assumed  appellation,  foldm^  her  (weepibg  pupil 
long  aud  affectionately  to  ber  bosom.  *'  Tlie  veil  is 
unexpectedly  withdrawn, -my  love,  nor  shall  conceak 
meiit  l>e  longer  alfeclcd.  My  faiber  was  the  Gaf)tain 
of  the  ^ag'^hip.  Necessity  compelled  him  to  leave 
me  more  in  the  society  of  your  young  rel«tiye  tbas 
he  would  iiave  done,  could  he  have  foreseen  the 
CODsequepces.  But  I  knew  both  his  pride  im4  his 
poverty  too  welU  to  dare.to  make.him  wrbtler  Qimif 
fate,  aAer  Ihe  alterpative  became^  to  my  inexpe- 
rienced imagination  worse  than  even -bis  ang«r.  We 
yvere  privately  united  by  this  geutlemaBvaud  neither 
of  mm  parents  knew  of  the  counexion.     Death 'N— 

The  voice  of  the  widow  became  choaked,  and 
she  made  a  sign  to  the  cbaplainvas  if  she  would  have 
-i^       l)im  continue  the  tale. 

^^  Mr  de  Lacey  and  his  fatber-inMaw  fell  in  thesame 
battle,  within  a  shoH  nK>nth  of  the  ceremony,^^  add- 
ed the  subdued  voice  of  Merton.  **  Even  you,  deaiH 
e^t  Madam,  never  knew  the  melancholy  j)articular^ 
of  their  end.  I  was  a  solitary  witness  of  tmir  deaths; 
for  to  me  were  they  both  consigued,  amid  the  con&H 
sion  of  the  battle.     Their  blood  was  mingled ;  aDd 

i^our  parent,  in  blessing  the  young  hero,  uiM»>nsciou8- 
y  blessed  his  son." 

*^0h!  I  deceived  his  noble  nature,  and  deariy 
have  I  paid  the  penalty!"  exclaimed  the  self^^based 
widow.  "Tell  me,  Merton,  did  he  ever  know*? of 
my  marriage?"  ,  :  .  . 

"  He  did  not.  Mr  de  Lacey  died  iirst,'and  upon 
his  bosom,  for  he  loved  him  ever  as  a  child;  buN^ 
other  thoughts  than  useless  explanations  were  tiieiY 
uppernt^ost  in  their  minds."  .  >v 

"  Glertrude,".  said  thegovemeas^in  hollow^  repent 
aut  tones,  "  there  is  no  peace  fonout^  ieeble  set  tntl^ 
hiiMh0i^&iiUi;.itfihappiQess>biitioiO^dmi  " 


-  ^*  It  it  oier  nb^^'^  wbtf^pered  the'^^veeping  girl ; 
•aH  over,  and  forgotten.  I  am^^-yoar  child*-^ycmr 
own  Gertrade — the  creature  of  vour  formation." 

♦'Harry   Ark I"  exclainted    Bignall,  clearing   hie 

^throat  with  a^hen)  6o  ▼igdroiis  as  to  carry  the  sound 

'to  the  outer  deck,  seizing  the  arm  of  his  entranced 

^ieutenaftt^  and  dra^ng  him  ftt>m  the  scene  whiie  he 

apoke.    **  What  Hie  devil  bescits^  the  bby !    Yow  for- 

;get  tfaiat^  all  this  time,  T  am  i^  ignorant  of  ^our  owti  * 

adventures  as  ia  his  Majesty ^s  pvime  mimster  of  nav- 

igiition.'   'Why  do  I  see  you,  here,  a  visiter  from  a 

royal  cruiser,  when  1  thought  you  were  playing  tiae 

•mock  piarate?  and^lidw  came  that  hanini*8carum  twig 

of  nobility  in  possessioiii^  of  so  goodly^a  Company,  as 

well  as  of  so  brave  a  ship  ?" 

Wilder  drew  a  long  and  deep  breath,  like  one  that 

-awakes  from  a  pleasing  dream,  reluctantly  sofiering 

himself' tx>  be  forced  from  a  spot  where  he  fondly 

'felt  that  he  could  have  contkiued,  without  weariness, 

for  ever.  ^ 


CHAPTER  xill. 

**  Let  Ufeib  achieve  me,  and  iMtsA  sell  toy  bones.***— jRS»try  V, 

T»E  Commander  of  the  **  Dart,"  and  his  bewil- 
dered  lieutenant,  had  gained' the  quarter*deck  before 
either  spoke  again.  The  direction  first  taken  by  the 
^eyes  of  the*  latter  was  in  quest  of  the  neighbouring 
ship ;  nor  was  the  look  entirely  without  that  unset- 
lied  and' vague  expression  which  seems  to  announce 
^atnomentary  aberration  of  the  faculties.  But  the 
vesset  of  the  Rover  was  in  view,  in  all  the  palpable 
and  beautiful  proportions  of  her  admirable  construc- 
<lii>rT.  instead  of  lying  in  a  state  of  rest,  as  when  he 
teft  ber,  her  head-yar^  hadbieen  swung,  and,  as  the 
sails  mied  with  the  breeze,  the  stately  fobric  bad  be- 
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;gan  to  mofie^mtefaUjvthihigh  3vidirnA^^  tfeloci- 
ty^^  ftloDg  the  wateCi  Thejre  w«inot  .ibe  ^Kghteatsp- 
pearaiKe,  however,  of  %i\y  attempt -»t  escape  in  the 
^▼ohition.  Oq  thecantFary,4he  loftier  and  lightca*  sails 
bad  aU  been  furled,  and^mea  were  at  fthe /moment 
actively  enipio}'ed  tn  sending  to  the  deck  tbose^nall* 
er  spars  which  were  absoiutelj  reqiiisile;!!!  apreadiog 
tbe'caavas  that  would  be'iieededili  ikGllitatiag  her 
*  flight  Wilder  itimed  from  the  sight  "witha  ^kkerring 
apprehension ;  for  he  weH  knew  that  these  rwere  the 
preparations  that  dcilful  macineiis  are /wont  totnake, 
when  bent  on jdesperate  combat  .       .r        -  ^ 

>^  Aj,  yonder  goes  your  St  Jbmesls  ^immii^  wtdi 
his  three  topsaib  ial^and  Us  misaen:  out,  las  if  he 
had  already  forgotten  he  is  to  dine  with  mOy  and  that 
his  naroeiis  to  !be  foiiod  at  one  end  mf  the  list  of  Ck>ni- 
^  ,  manders,  and  mine  at  ithe  otber^  ^  grumbled  the  dis- 
pleased Bignall.  ^^  Bi«t  i/f^  shoM  hare  him  coming 
round  all  in  good  tim^^.  I  suppose,  when  hii  Apjpetite 
tells  him  the  dinner  hour.  He  might  wear  his  coIouHb 
^  in  presence  of  a  senior,  too,  and  no  disgrace  to  his 
%$  nobility.  By  the  Lord,  Ha r4y  Ark,  he  handles  those 
#  yards  beautifully  !,  J  -warrant  you,  pow,  some  honest 
'  *  manV  son  is  sent  aboard  his  ship  for  a  dry  nurse,  m 
the  shape  of  a  first  Jtieut^nant,  and  we  s|)^4ltM!f^'  ^ii^ 
vapouring,  all  dinner  time,  about '  how  my  ship  does 
th^,'  and^'  1  never  «tlfier  tbiat.^  Ba  I;  ia.tt  <6ifets©,|Sir? 
fle  hfeis  a  tboroi^h  seantan  for  his  First  ?"  '^ 

^^  Few  flxen  understand  the  iprolessiota  Jbetter  .tiUHi 
does  the  Captain  of  yonder  vessel  fainaselC?i  returned 
Wilder. 

"  The  devil  he  does !  You  hftve  been  taUcing  ivith 

him,  Mr  Ark,  about  the$e  matters^  and  he  Jha^r^ 

some  of  the  fashionsof  the  ^  Dart Vi^eekito  t  m^^- 

-tefy  as  quick  as  another!''  .  ;    .4 

"I  do  assure  you^  Captain  Bignall,  there  is  <10 
ftafety  in  confiding  ialb6.igh<»Baoe  of  iyondef  ttxini* 
*Ofkliaary.asiao.V:.  .  :  -^     >:.;>v.  -;  ?  _  /  ^^ u 
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*  Aj,  ay,  1  be^ti  toi  overbaal  jbi^  character.  The 
jkm  ng  dog  19  »  qii  i z,  and  has  been  am  b  sin g  himself 
w4th  a  sailor  6f  what  he  calls  the  old  school.  Am  I 
right,  sir  /  He  has  «ecn  saltfvvater  before  this  CFuise  W 

>^  He  ^  aimo8t  a  native  of- the  seas;  for  fnore  than 
tbirtyvj^ears'bas  be  passed  hk  time  on  th^nJ^ 
r  "Thdrey  Harry  Aiic,  he  has  dbne  yotihaiKkoiiielyi 
N0W4 1  imve  1m»  i^n  tt»ei^ton  for  it,  that  he  will  not 
be  three-and-twenty  until  to-morrow.".        - 
'    "  Qq  my  \*aFdf  he  has  dieccived  you,  sir**' 
•   ^^  I  don^t  know,  Mr  Ark ;  thiit  is* a  task  much  easier 
attemf]fted   than:  pierforrried.     Threescore  aiid  four 
year.H  add  as  mitch  weight  to  a^  inan'^s  head  as  to  his 
lieels  !'  I  aay  Itove  undervalued  the  skiU  of  the  youn** 
ker,  but,  as  to  his  years,  there  can  4)e  my.  gi^at  mis^ 
take.    » fiiit  wJiere  ttej  devil  k  tbe  feUow  steering  to  ? 
Has  her  need  (tf  a  pinafore  from  his  lady  mother  to 
come  on  board  of  a  man*oAwar  for  bis  dinner?" 
vri^See  I  be  is  indeed  sending  from  us  !"  eiLdafmed 
Wilder,  with  a  rapidity  and  delight  that  would  ha*'e 
toeited  the  suspiici03aof  one  more.d^lsen^ant  th^h  his 
Commander. 

/  "  If  Jl  kndw  the  stern  from  the  bcfws  of  a  ship, 
what  you  saw  k>truthvV  returned  tbeother^twith  somo 
a«isterity.f  *' Hark  ye,  Mr  Ark,  I've  a  mind  to  for- 
nish  the  coxcomb  a  lesson  in  respect  for  his  superi* 
t^\  and  give  binrv  ii  row^  to  wbet  bis  appetite. '  By 
the  Lord,  I  will;^  4nd  .be  inay  wi'ite  home  an  accouoH 
of  thts>iv)antneuvre,  too,  in  hiah^ext  despatches.  Fill 
away  the  aftewyardsy'sar ;  fiU  away.  Since  this  /iori- 
(nilx»^^  yoBtJ>its  disposed  ta  an^use  himself  with  a 
s^iling-itiatch,  be^  can  take  ^  no  oflfence  thati  others  are 
in  the  bsine  buinoun"  -^ 

: .  The>  lieutenanii  \o{  the'  watcb^ ? to»  rwbom  ithe  orden 
was  addressed,  comphed ;  and,  in  another  minutev 
the^'  EiartV  w^s  also  beginning  to  moves  a-^head,  though 
in  a  direction  directly  op^Mffiite  to i that  taken  by  the 
«iPolt)hin.^*nTheJold:i)ema  highly  eajoyed Ibis  owa^ 
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decision,  tmuifeetiog  hb  sel'^atisikctfbil  hj  Ak  itifi- 
nite  glee  and  deep  chackling  of  bia.mannbr.  He 
was  too  macb  occupied  with  the  step  he  had  just  ta« 
ken,  to  revert  immediately  to  the«ah|ect  lliat  had  so 
recently  been  uppermost  in  bis  reind ;  norJ  did  the 
(bought  of  pursuing  the  discourse  occur  teibrni^Aii^l 
the  two  ships  had  ieft  a  broad  field  of  wtf^  between 
them,  as  eadi  moved,  wtAi  esse  and  aleadioesa,  on  its 
proper  course. 

^^  Let  him  note  that  ki  bis  log*rbodk,  Mr,  Aiic^^^  the 
irritable  old  seaman  then  resumed,  retorniog  to  the 
spot  which  Wilder  bad  not  left  daring:  the  intervetki 
kia  time.  ^^  Thou^  my  cook  has.  na  great  rehsh  ibr 
'  a  frog,  they  whe  would  taste  of  his  «kiU  asiist  seek 
him.  By  the  Lord,  boy,  he  will  have  ft^pull  of  it,  if 
he  undertake  to  CQinie4a  on  that  tack^'^-^But  bow 
happens  it  that  you  got  into  his  ship  i  All  that  part 
of  the  cruise  i^emains  4Hitold.^^ 

^^  I  have  been  wrecked,  sic,  since  yo<u  receired  my 
last  letter.''  -  - 

*^  What !  has  Da  vy  Jones  got  possession  of  the  red 
gentleman  at  last  ?"  -» 

V  The  misfortime  occnirred  ill  a  ship  iiroBi  lEristo], 
aboard  ^hi|:b  I  was  f^aced  ae  8^  iortof  pcize^maSster; 
-r*He  icertasialy  c«ntiniiei  to  JsIsmmI  sk>wty  to  thenorthi* 
ward  I''        .  I  J 

*^  Let  the  youi^  eiMtcomb  go!  he  will  have  aH  the 
better  appetite  fi>r  bis  supped^.  Aodi  so  yon  weie 
picked  up  ^by  his  Mnesty's  ship  the  ^Antelope.' 
Ay,  I  see  into  the  whole  afiair.  You:  bavednly  to 
give  an  old  seafdog  bis  coulnse  afid  compass^  and  be* 
will  ^nd  bis  way  to  port  in  th^edarbeiBt  iiight  But 
how  happened  it  that  this  Mr  Howard  aileciked  to  be 
ignorant  of  yourtialDe,  itrv  whish  he  rsaw^  »t  on  the 
list  of  my  oSKcersTV  i       .'       :;  -  '       i'^/ 

^^  Ignorant!  Did  he  seem  ignorant?  perhaps'*' — 
.  M  Say  no  mofe,  my:  brave  f^ow,  say  no  more,^'  in«i 
tevrop^d  WUder's  t^dsidecate  bat  Jdholeiia  Cmti^ 
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Inlander.  <^  I  have  met  with  such  rebuffi  myself;  bul 
we  are  above  them,  sir,  far  above  them  and  their  im-  - 
pertinentes  together.  No  man  need  be  ashamed  of 
having  earned  his  eommission,  as  you  and  I  have 
done,  in  fair  weather  and  'in  foul.  Zounds,  boy,  I 
have  fed  one  of  the  upstarts  for  a  week,  and  then  bad 
him  stare  at  a  church  across  the  way,  when  I  have 
fallen  in  with  him  in  the  streets  of  London,  in  a  fash* 
ion  that  might  make  a  simple  man  believe  the  puppy 
knew  for  what  it  had  been  built*  Think  no  mOre 
of  it,  Harry ;  worse  things  have  happened  to  myself, 
1  dO' assure  you." 

"  1  went  by  my  assumed  name  while  in  yonder 
ship,"  Wilder  forced  himself  to  add.  "  Even  the  la- 
dies, wh6  were  the  companions  of  my  wreck,  know 
me  by  no  other." 

"  Ah-!  that  was  prudent ;  and,  after  all,  the  young 
sprig  was  not  pretending  genteel  ignorance.  How 
now,  master  Fid;  you  are  welcome  back  to  the 
*Dart.'"    • 

"  IVe  taken  the  liberty  to  say  as  much  already  to 
myself,  your  Honour,"  resumed  the  topman,  who 
was  busying  himself,  near  his  two  officers,  in  a  man* 
ner  that  seemed  to  invite  their  attention.  "  A  wjiole- 
some  craft  is  yonder,  and  boldly  i&  she  commanded, 
and  stoutly  is  she  manned  ;  but,- for  my  part,  having' 
a  character  to  lose,  it  is  moie  to  my  taste  tp  sail  in  a 
ship  that  can  shew  her  commission,  when  properly 
called  on  for  the  same." 

The  colour  on  Wilder's  cheeks  went  and  came, 
lite  the  flushings  of  the  evening  sky,  and  his 
eyes  were  turned  in  every  direction  but  that  which 
would  have  encountered  the  astonisBed  gaze  of  bis^ 
yeferan  friend. 

"  I  am  not  quite  sure  that!  understand  the  mean- 
ing of  the  lad,  Mr  Ark,  Every  officer,  from  the  Cap- 
tain to  the  boatswain,  in  the  King's  fleet,  that  is,  ev- 
ery man  of  common  discretion,  carries  his  authority 
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fo  dCt  as  such  witfi  him  tb  sea,  6^  he  liiidit  fioidf  hirn^* 
self  in  a  situation  as  awkward  as  that  of  b  prratd'** 

'*'  That  is  just  wliat  I  said,  sir;  but  schooling  and 
long  use  have  given  your  Honour  a  bettier  outfit  in 
words.  Guinea  and  I  have  often  talked  the;  matter^ 
0ver  together,  and  serious  thougiits  has  it  given  to  uf 
both,  more  than  once,  Captain  Signal  1.  *  Suppose,' 
says  1  to  the  black,  *  suppose  one  of  his  Majesty  V 
boats  should  happen  to  fall  in  with  this  here  craft,; 
anil*  we  should  come  to  loggerheads  and  matches,* 
says  I,  *'  what  would  the  like  of  us  two  do  in  such  a 
god-send  V — '  Why,'  says  the  black, '  We  would  stand 
to  our  guns  on  the  side  of  master  Harry,*  says  he; 
nor  did  I  gainsay  the  same ;  but,  saving  his  presence 
and  your  Honour's,  I  just  took  the  liberty  to  add, 
that,  in  my  poor  opinion,  it  would  be  much  more 
comfortable  to  he  killed  in  an  honest  ship  than  on  the 
decU  of  a  buccaneer." 

"A  buccaneer!"  exclaimed  his  Commander,  with 
eyes  distended,  and  an  open  mouth. 

**^^ Captain  Bignall,"  said  Wilder,  "I  may  have 
offended  past  forgiveness,  in  remaining  so  long  silent; 
but,  w^hen  you  hear  my  tale,  there  may  be  found  some 
passages  that  shall  plead  my  apology.  The  vessel 
in  sight  is  the  shipof  the  renowned  Red  Rover — nay 
listen,  I  conjure  you  by  all  that  kindness  you  have  so 
k)na;  shewn  me,  and  then  censure  as  you  will." 

The  Words  of  Wilder,  aided  as  they  were  by  an 
earnest  and  manly  manner,  Ipid  a  restraint  on  the 
mounting  indignation  of  the  choleric  old  seaman.  H^ 
listened  gravely  and  intently  to  the^  rapid  but  clear 
tale  wliich  his  lieutenant  hastened  id  recount;  and, 
ere  the  latter  had  done,  he  had  more  than  half  en- 
tered into  those  grateful,  and  certainly  generous,  feel- 
ings which  had  made  the  youth  so  reluctant  to  be- 
tray the  obnoxious  character  of  a  man  who  had  dealt 
so  liberally  by  himself.  A  few  strong,  and  what 
might  be  termed  professional,  exclamations  of  sur- 
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prise  and  admiration,  occasionally  interrupted   the  ' 
narrative  f  but,  on  the  whole,  he  curb'fed  his  iirtpa- ^ 
ti6n€e  and  his  fp*^lings,  in  a  manner  that  wa*  suffi- 
ciently remarkable,  when  the  temperamentof  thefe-i  • 
dividual  is  duly  considered.  ^ 

"  Thi^  is  wdnderfiil  indeed !"  he  excfeimcid,  as  the 
other  iended;  "  and  a  thousand  pities  is  it  that  so 
honest  a  fellow  should  be  so  arrant  a  knave.  But, 
Harry,  we  can  never  let  him  go  at  large  after  all ; 
our  loyalty  and  our  religion  forbid  it.  We  must  ta^k 
ship,  and  stand  after  him;  if  fair  words  won*t  britig. 
him  to  reason,  1  see  no  other  remedy  than  blows,"   -' 

"  I  fear  it  is  no  more  thati our  duty,  sir,"  returned 
the  young  man,  t\ith  a  deep  sigh. 

"  It  is  a  matter  of  religion. — -And  then  the  pratiiig 
p«ppy;  that  heseiit  on  board  me,  is  no  Ci^ain,  after 
all !  Still  it  \^as  impossible  to  deceive  me  as  to  the 
air  and  manner  of  a  gentleman.  I  warrant  me,  some 
young  reprobate  of  a  good  family,  of  he  would  never 
have  acted  tlie  sprig  so  well.  We  must  try  to  keep 
his  name  a  secret,  Mr  Aiic,  in  order Ihat  no  discredit ' 
should  fall  upon  his  friends.  Our  aristocratic  columns, 
though  they  get  a  little  cracked  and  defaced,  are,  af- 
ter all,  the  pillars  of  the  throne,  and  it  does  not  be- 
come us  to  let  vulgar  eyes  look  too  closely  into  their 
uftsoimdness.'^ 

"The  individual  who  visited  the  *  Dart'  was  X\\^. 
Rover  himself." 

"  Ha !  the  Red  Rover  in  my  ship,  nay,  in  my  very 

Eresence !"  exclaimed  the  old  tar,  in  a  species  of 
btjest  horror.     '-'  You  are  now  pleased,  sir,  to  trifle 
with  my  good  nature." 

"  I  should  forget  a  thousand  obligations,  ere  I  could 
be  so  bold.  On  my  solemn  asseveration,  sir,  it  was 
no  other." 

*'  This'-is?  unaccountable !  extraordinary  to  a  mira- 
cle I     His  disguise  was  very  complete,  I  will  eonfess, 
Vol.  II.  S 
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tchdec^ve  oneso  w^ll  skilled  io  tfie  hiinmn  ^eQiinte« 
nanee«  I  saw  notbimg,  sir,  of  bis  riiag^  whiskers 
heard  nothing  of  his  brutal  voice,  rior  perceiYed  any 
of  those  moDstrotis  deformities  whidi  ar^  uftiveisally 
acknowledged  to  distinguish  the  man.?' 

^*AU  of  which  art  no  nniore  than  the  embellish- 
ments  <^  vulgar,  rumour.  I  fc^rrmev  sii^,  that  the 
boldest  and  most  dangerous  of  sdl  our  vicds  are  often 
foiikid  under  the  mo^  pWaeing  exteriors/' 

"  But  tMs  is  not  even  a  roan  of  inches,  sir/' 

^^  His  body  is  not  larger  but  it  t^ontaios^ihe  sptrii 
of  a  giant." 

**  And  do  you  beKeve  yonder  ship^  Mr  -Ark,  to  be 
the  vessel  that  fought  «is^ia  the  equinox  of  March  ?" 
;  '*  I  k«oW  it  to  be  DO  other."  .<^:  1 

'*^  ilark  y^  Harry,  for  your  sake,  1  will  dead  gener* 
ously  by  the  rogue.  He  once  escaped  me^  by  the 
loss  of  a  topmast,  and  stress  of  weather;  but  we 
have  here  a  good  working  breeze,  that  a  man  may 
safely  count  on,  and  a  fine  regular  sea.  He  is  there- 
fore mine,  so  soon  as  I  choose  to  make  him  so;*— ^or 
I  do  not  ihiilk  he  has  any  serious  intention  to  run." 

"  I  imr  not,"  returned  Wilder,  unconsciously  be- 
traying his  wisheis  in  the  wordsi 

"  Fight  he  cannot,  with  any  hopes  of  success; 
and,  as  he  seems  to  be  altogether  a  diflterent  sort  of  • 
personage  from  what  I  had  •supposisd,  we  will  try  the 
merits  of  negotiation.  Will  you  undertake  to  be  the 
b^rer  of  my  propWitioiK??—- lOr,  perhaps,  he  might 
repent  of  his  moderation." 

"  I  pledge  myself  for  his  faith,"  eagerly  exclaimed 
Wilder  "  Let  a  gun  be  fired  to  Jeeward.  Mind,  sir, 
all  the  tokens  must  be  amicaWe^^rt  flag  of  truce  set 
oat  at  o^r  main,  and  1  will  rii^k  every  hazard  to  lead 
him  back  into  the  bosom  of  society."  i 

*'  By  George,  it  wo*i Id  at  least  bo  actii^  a  Chris- 
tian part,"  returned  the  Commajnder,  after  a  rho- 


btelow,  J»d,  fer  our  sticce^,  there  wili  be  better  births 
cleatred  for  us  aloft," 

No  sooner  had  the  Wawn-hearted,  and  perhaps  a 
Ik^le  v*Biona#y,  Captain  ^  the  *^  Diait,"  and  his  lietn 
tenant,  determined  on  this  measure,  than  they ^otli^ 
sot  ea^giMi'fy  abdiat  the  mean^  of  insiiHog  its  success. 
Tiie  hekn  df  the^ship  was  pat  a-tee^  attd^^  her  henSi 
oartiie  atv!€$epii]g  up  i»te  the  wiBd,  a  sheet  of  flarvid'' 
flashed'from  b^^ic^^iard  hornifort^  sending  the^as- 
tomary  amicable  mtiniation  across  the  water,  that 
tli^se  who  gov^^nned  her  movements  w<^ui4  commu«* 
nicate  with  the  possessors  of  the  vessel  in  sighl.^  At 
the  same  instai^t^  at  small  flag^  v^ith  a  spotless  field* 
was  seen  floating  At  ^e  topil»ost  elevation  of  all  her 
spars,  whilst  the  flog  of  £agland  was  lowered  from' 
the  gaff.  A^  half  miaiute  of  deep  inquietude  succeed 
ed  these  sigtials^  in"the  bosoms  6f  those  who  had  or 
dered  them  to  be  made.  Their  suspense^  was  how- 
everfipeedily  terminated.  A  ckHid  of  smoke  drove 
before  the  wind  from  the  vessel  of  die  Rover,  and 
&en  the  smothered  explosion  of  the  answering  gun 
cam^  dull  upon  their  ears.  A  flag,  similar  to  their 
own,  was  seea  floating^  as  it  might  be,  like  a  dove 
femitfig  its  v^rtiigsi,  far  above  her  tops ;  but. rio^mbkm 
of  aftyraort  was  home  at  the  spar,  where  the  colours 
which  distinguish  the  nationid  character  of  a  ciniiser 
are  usually  seen. 

"The  feilow  has  the  nrwdestj  to  carry  a  naked 
gaff  in  our  presence,"^  said  Bignall,  pointing  out  the 
circ4imstance  to  his  companion,  as  an  augury  favour- 
able to  their  success.  "  We  wiil  stand  for  him  until 
within  a  reasonable- distance,  and  then  you  shall  take 
to  the  boat." 

In  conformity  with  this  determinatiQH, the  "Dart" 
was  brought  on  the  other  tack,  and  several  sails  were 
set,  i'n  order  to  quicken  her  speed.  When  at  the 
disla^e  qi  half  cannon  shot,  Wildec  suggested  to  hia 
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fltaperidr  iht  propiiofyiof  aite^ting  tbei^iitiiberpfo*? 

?esa,  in  order  to  avoid  the  appearance  ^  kostitkies., 
he  boat  was  immediatelj  lowered  into  th^  sea,  and 
manned;  a  flag  of  truoe  set  in  her  bows;  and  the 
whole  was  reported  ready  to  recei¥e  tliie  bearer  of 
the  message.       .  .  -  i  • 

^^  You  may  hand  him  this  statement  of  otir  forcer 
Mr  Ark ;  for,  as  he  is  a  reasonable  man,  heiD^iU  see 
tbe  advantage  it  gives  ii»,^^  said  the  Ca^taiiH  alter 
having  exhausted  bis  maailbld  andofleii  repeated:  inn 
striictioMs.  ^^  I  thinlc  you  may  promise  Jhim  indemr 
nity  for  the  past,  provided  he  ^coix^ly  with  all  mj! 
conditions ;  at  all  events,  you  vwill  my  that  no  influ^ 
ence  shall  be  spared  to  get  a  complete  whitewashii^ 
for  himself  at  least  God  bless  you^iboy !  Take -care 
to  say  nothing  of  the  damages  we  received,  io-jthe 
affair  of  March  last ;  for  - — r-  ay-f— fon  the  equinox 
was. blowing  heavy  at  the  time,  you  know.  Adieu! 
and  success  attend  you !" 

The  hbeJL  shoved  <^  from  the  side  of  the  vessel  a% 
he  ended,  and  in  a  few  moments  the  listening  Wilder 
was  borne  far  beyond  the  sound  of  any  further  words 
of  advisement.     Our  adventurer  had  suiBcient  time 
to  reflect  on  the  extraordinary  situdtioo  in  which  he 
now  found  himself,  durii^  the  row  to  the  still  distant 
ship.     Once  or  twice,  slight  and  uneasy  glimmerings 
of  distrust^  .conceming  ^e  prudence  oC  the  step  lie 
was  taking,  beset  his  mind ;  though  a  recollection  ot 
the  lofty  feeling  of  the  man  in  whom  he  conflded 
ever  presented  i^tself  in  sufiicient  season  to  prevent 
the  apprehension  from  gaining  any  undue  ascendency. 
Notwithstanding  the  delicacy  of  his  situation,  that 
characteristic  interest  m  his  profession,  which  is  rare- 
ly dormant  in  the  bosom  of  a  thorough-bred  seaman, 
was  strongly  stimulated  as  he  approached  the  vessel 
of  the  Rover.     Tlie  perfect  symmetry  of  ier  spars, 
the  graceful  heavings  and  settiogsjof  the  whole  fabrjci 
as  it  rode,  like  a  marine  bird,  on  the  long,  regular 
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fffwdb  of  the trades,  and  Hie  gracefirl  indioatlonii  of 
'dhe  tapering  masts,  as  they  waved  acrois  the  blob 
>caMiopyy  whrch  wac  intef laced  by  all  the  tracery  of 
her  complicated  tackle,  was  not  lost  on  a^n  eye  that 
knew  no  less  how  to  prize  tf«e  order  of  tlie  whole 
than  to  admire  the  beauty  of  the  object  itself.  There 
is  a  high  and  exquisite  taste,  which  the  'seaman  at- 
.tainsto^^  the  study  of  a  fliachine  that  all  have  united 
to  commend,  which  may  be  likened  to  the  sensibili- 
ties that  the  artist  acquires  by  close  and  long  con- 
templation of  tke  noblest  monnme^ts  of  antiquity. 
It  teaches  him  to  detect  those  imperfections  which 
would  escape  any  less  instructed  eye ;  afnd  it  height- 
ens the  pleasure  with  which  a  ship  at  sea  is  gazed 
at,  by  enabling  the  mind  to  keep  even  pace  with  thje 
enjoyment  of  the  senses.  It  is  this  powerfol  (and 
to  a  landsman  incomprehensible)  charm  that  fornrvs 
the  secret  tie  wltich  binds  the  mariner  so  dosely  to 
l^is  vessel,  and  which  often  leads  him  to  prize  her 
qaalities  as  one  woiild  esteem  the  virtues  of  a  friend, 
and  almost  to  be  equally  enamoured  of  the  fair  pro- 
portions of  his  ship  and  of  those  of  his  mistress. 
Other  men  may  have  their  different  inanimate  sub- 
jects of  admifatiea;  but  none  of  their  feelings  so 
thorooghly  enter  into  the  composition  of  the  fieing 
as  the  affectioo  which  the  mariner  comes,  in  time,  to 
feel  tor  his  vessel.  It  is  his  home,  his  theme  of  con- 
st^ nt  and  freqtiently  of  painful  interest,  his  taberna- 
cle, and  often  his  source  of  pride  and  exultation.  Ak 
she  gratifies  or  disappoints  -his  high- wrouglit  expecta- 
tions^ in  her  speed  or  in  the  fight,  mid  shoals  and 
huiricanes,  a  character  for  good  or  luckless  qualities 
is  earned,  which  are  as  ofien  in  reality  due  to  the 
skill  or  ignorance  of  those  who  guide  her,  as  to  any 
inherent  properties  of  the  fabric.  Still  does  the  ship 
itself,  in  the  eyes  of  the  seaman,  bear  away  thelau^ 
i^  of  aaccess,  or  snfiei!  the  ignominy  of  defeat  and 
misfortune  ;^  and^-when  the  revfit^^wrdves^th^  ^re»ull 
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18  merely  regarded  as  s^me  extraoniiiiaTir  depaHure 
from  the  ordinary  cliaraeter. of. the -fessei,  as  if  the 
^coDstruction  possessed  the  powecs^of  entire  self-com- 
mand and  perfect  volition. 

Though  not  so  deeply  imbued  with  that  species  of 
superstitious  credulity,  on  this  subject4  as  the  inlfeti- 
ors  of  his  profession,  Wilder  was  keenly  awake  to 
most  of  the  sensibilities  of  a  mariner^  So  slrongly, 
indeed,  was  he  alive  to  this  feeKng,  oD.the  present 
occasion,  that  for  a  moment  he  forgot  the  critical  na- 
ture of  his  errand,  as  he  drew  within;  plains  view 
of  a  vessel  that,  with  justice,  migkrt  lay  claim  to  be 
a  jewel  of  the  ocean. 

^^  Lay  on  your  oars,  lads,^^  he  said^  signing  to  his 
people  to  arrest  the  progress  of  thebdat ;  "  lay  on  you* 
oars  !  Did  you  ever  see  masts  more  beautifiallyin  line 
than  those,  master  Fid,  or  sails  that  had  a  fairer  tit  ?^^ 

The  topman,  who  rowed  the  stndce-oar  of  the  pin- 
nace, cast  a  look  over  his  shoulder,  and,  stowing  into 
one  of  his  cheeks  a  lump  that  resembled  a  wad  laid 
by  the  side  of  its  gun,  he  was  not  slow  to  answer, 
.on  an  occasion  where  his  opinion  was  so  directly  de- 
manded. 

"  I  care  not  who  knows  it,"  he  said,  "  far,  done 
by  honest  men  or  done  by  knaves^  I  told  the  people 
on  the  forecastle  of  the  '  Dart,'  in  the  first  five  min- 
utes after  I  got  among  them  again,  that  they  might 
be  at  Spithead  a  month,  and  not  see  hamper  so 
light,  and  yet  so  bandy,  as  is  seen  aboard  that  flyer. 
Her  lower  rigging  is  harpened-in,  hke  the  waist  of  Nell 
Dale  after  she  has  had  a  fresh  pull  upon  her  stay-lan- 
yards, and  there  isn't  a  block,  among  them  all, i^at 
seems  bigger  in  its  place  than  do  the  eyes  of  the  girl 
in  her  own  good-looking  countenance.  That  bit  of  a 
set  that  you  see  to  her  fore-brace-block,  was  given  by 
the  hand  of  one  Richard  Fid  ;  and  the.  heart  on  her 
main-stay  was  tumed-in  by  Guinea,  here ;  and,  coa^ 
iidering  he  is  a  nigger,  I  call  it  ^ip-sfaape.^?. 


THE    RED   ROVEtl.  211 

'  "She  is  beautiful  in  every  part !"  said  Wilder, 
drawing  a  lofeg  breath.  "Give  way,  my  men,  give 
-way !  Do  you  think  I  have  come  here  to  take  the 
soundings  of  the  ocean  ?" 

The  crew  started  at  the  hurried  tones  of  their  b'eu- 
tenant,  and  in  another  minute  the  boat  was  at  the 
side  of  the  vessel.  The  stern  and  threatenii^  glan- 
ces that  Wilder  encountered,  as  hi§  foot  touched  the 
planks^  caused  him  to  pause  an  instant,  ere  he^ad- 
vanced  further  amid  the  crew.  But  the  presence  of 
the-  Rover  himself,  who  stood,  with  his  peculiar  air 
of  high  and  imposing  auAority,  on  the  t]uarter-deck, 
encouraged'  him  to  proceed,  after  permitting  a  delay 
that  was  too  slight  to  attract  attention.  His  lips  were 
in  the  act  of  parting,  when  a  sign  from  the  other  in- 
vduced  him  to  remain  silent,  until  they  were  both  in 
the  privacy  of  the  cabin. 

"  Suspicion  is  awake  among  my  people,  Mr  Ark," 
commenced  the  Rover,  when  they  were  thus  retired, 
laying  a  marked  and  significant  emphasis  on  the  name 
he  used.  "  Suspicion  is  stirring,  though,  as  yet,  they 
hardly  know  what  to  credit.  The  manoeuvres  of 
the  two  ships  have  not  been  such  as  they  are  wont  to 
see,  and  voices  are  not  wanting  to  whisper  in  their  ears 
matter  that  is  somewhat  injurious  to  your  interests. 
You  have  not  done  well,  sir,  in  returning  among  us." 

"  I  came  by  the  order  of  my  superior,  and  under 
the  sanc^on  of  a  flag." 

"  We  are  small  reasoners  in  the  legal  distinction 
of  the  world,  and  may  mistake  your  rights  in  so  no- 
vel a  character.     Bu+ "  he  immediately  added,  with 
dignity,  "  if  you  bear  a  message,  I  may  prdsume  it  is 
intended  for  my  ears." 

"  And^  for  no  other.  We  are  not  alone.  Captain 
Heidegger." 

"  Heed  not  the  boy ;  he  is  deaf  at  my  will." 

"  I  could  wish  to  communicate  to  you  only  the 
offers  that  I  h^n" 
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(^  Thai  mast  is  bo|  move  senseleBBdiaii  Bo^rick,^* 
said  the  other  calnljr,  but  witiidecisioAw.  .    > 

''  Then  nmst  I  tpetk  at  every  hasanoL-^Tke  Consh 
mander  of  yon  ehip,  who  bears  the  comniissiiofii  of 
4>viT  royal  master  George  the  Second,  haaoTdeced  me 
to  say  thus  rnuoh  lor  your  comideratioa  i  On  eoadi^ 
tioti  that  you  will:  surrender  this  vessel^  with  M  her 
stores,  armament}  and  warlike  Dmnitioiis,  aninjared 
lie^ill  content  himself  with  taking  ten  hostages  fron^ 
your  crew,  to ,  be  decided  by  lot,  yourself,  and  one 
other  of  your  officers,  and  eiliier  totireoeive  the  re- 
ntiainder  into  the  senice  of  the  King,  or  to  suffer 
them  to  disperse  in  pursuit  of  a  oalling  more;oredil 
able,  and,  as  it  would  aow  appear,  more  safe.'* 

'^  This  is  the  liberality  of  a  pnnce  1  I  daouid  kneed 
and  kiss  the  deck  before  one  whose  lips  utl^suck 
sounds  of  mercy !" 

**  I  repeat  but  the  words  of  my  superior,"  Wilder 
resumed.  **  For  yourself,  he  further  promises,  that 
his  interest  shall  be  exerted  to  procure  a  pardon,  on 
condition  that  you  quit  the  seas,  and  renounce  the 
name  of  Englishman  for  ever." 

"  The  latter  is  done  to  his  hands :  But  may  I  know 
the  neason  that  such  lenity  is  rshewn  to  one  whose 
Dame  has  been  ao  long  proscribed  of  men?" 

"  Captain  Bignall  has  heard  of  your  genevous  treai- 
tnent  of  his  officer,  and  the  delicacy  that  the  daugh- 
ter and  widow  of  two  ancient  brethren  ia  arms  haire 
received  at  your  hands.  He  confesses  that  rumour 
has  not  done  entire^  justice  to  yovir  character," 

A  mighty  effort  ke^pt  down  the  gleam  of  exultatton 
that  iQiashed  across  the  ieatqres  of  the  listener,  who, 
however,  succeeded  in  continuing  utterly  calm  and 
immovable.  .     .  - 

"  He  has  been  deceived,  sir" — he  coldly  resumeid, 
as  though  he  wogjd  encourage  the  other  to:  proceed 

"  That  ji)ucb  is  he  fr^  to  aakoo wledge.    A  nepre 
sentatiou  of  this  common  error,  to  th4i|^Qpi^«autto> 
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ities,  wHl  have  weight  in  procuring  the  promised 
amnesty  for  tKe  past,  atid,  as  he -hopes,  hrighter  pros- 
•pects  for  the  futurCi" 

"  And  does  he  urge  no  other  motive  than  his4)]ea- 
«tire;  why  I  should  make  this  violent  change  in  all 
my  habits,  why  I  shoiild  renounce  an  element  that 
lias  become  as  necessary  to  me  as  the  one  I  bl*eathe, 
and  why,  in  particular,  1  an^to  disclaim  the  vaunted 
ipri vilege  of  calling  mjrself  a  Brtton  ?'"^ 

"  He  does.     This  statement  of  a  force,  which  you 
imay  freedy  exahaaine  with,  your  own  eyesj  if  so  dis- 
poned, must  convince  you  of  the. hopelessness  of  rfe- 
sistance,  and  will,  he  thiidcB,  induce  you  to  accept 
his  offers," 

i  "And  vfhsit  is  y&ur  opinion  ?"  the  other  demanded, 
with  a  meaning  smile  and  peculiar  emphasis,  as  he 
extended  a  hand  to  receive  the  written  statement. 
*'  But  f  beg  pardor^^  he  hastily  added,  taking  the 
'feok  of  gravity  fiwm  the  countenance  of  his  com- 
panion.    "  I  trifle,  when  th^  moment  requires  all  our 


senousncss." 


The  e}^  of  the  Rover  i*an  rapidly  over  the  pape^, 
resting  itself,  once  or  twice,  with  a  slight  exhibition 
:  of  interest,  on  particular  points,  that  seemed  most  tb 
merit  his  attention. 

'  ^  You  find  the  superiority  such  as  I  had  already 
given  you  reason  to  believe?"  demanded  Wilder, 
when  the  look  of  the  other  wanderfed  from  the  paper. 

"I  do."  .     - 

"  And  may  I  now  ask  your  decision  on  the  offer?' 

"  First,  tell  me  what  does  your  own  heart  advise  ? 
This  is  but  the  language  of  another." 

^  Captain  Heid^er,"  said  Wilder,  colouring,  "  1 
,will  not  attempt  to  conceal,  that,  had  this  message 
depended  solely  on  mysdf,  it  might  have  been  couch- 
ed in  different  terms ;  but  as  one,  who  still  deeply 
retains  the  recollection  of  your  generbsity,  as  a  man 
who  would  not  willingly  induce  even  an  enemy  to  an 


^■'. 
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'act  «f  dishonour,  do  1  ui^e  thirir  vcceptince.' 
^ill  6x<;u8Q  me,  if  I  "tBj^  fiiftt,  in  my  recent  inter- 
course, 1  have  had  reason  to  believe  you  ailreedy  pen- 
-ceive  that  neither  the  character  yon  eo«ild  wish  to 
earn,  nor  the  content  that  all  inea  eraVe^*i9  to  be 
found  in  TO«rpre«eiiit  career." 

^^l  h^i  not  thought  I  entoitMoed  ao  ^eae  a.  e^sttuft 
iin  Mr  Henry  Wilder.     Havt  yeii  moreftorangevsir?^^ 

^^  Nothing,^^  retained  the  disappointed  and  griered 
mesftengetof  the**Dart.''  .      ' 

**  Yefe,  yes^  he  has,^^  eaid  a  tew  h«t  eager  Toicefat 
-Hie  elbow  c>f  the  Rover,  which  ralher  seeoied  to 
breathe  ont  the  syHabka  than  dare  to  utter  them 
aloud;  "he  has  not  yet  delivered  the  half ^  his 
bomipiation,  dr  sadly  hfas  be  <fergotileii  the  sacred 
tntstP*  /  • 

"  The  boy  is  often  a  dreamer,^'^  intermpted  the 
Hover,  smiling,  witii  a  vi^ildian''d  ha^^nLlook.    "fie 
Miwietiniei  gires  form  to  hia  unmeaning  tbou^t^v^ 
clothing  them  in  words." 

"My  thoughts  are  not  unmeaning,"  eontinned 
Roderick,  in  a  teuderand  far  bolder  straitt^^  "If  his 

Eelice  or  happiness  be' dear  to  you,  do  Jnot  yet:  leave 
im.^  Tett  hint  of  his  high  and*  faonoorarUe  nanfie; 
of  his  youth ;  of  that  gentle  and  virtoous  being  tiwt 
^e  otice  so  fondly  loved,  and  whose  meltnory(  even 
now,  he  worships*  Speak  to  him  of  tiiese^  as  you 
know  hbw  to  speak;  and,  on  my  life^  h(s  ear^^^i 
not  be  deaf,  his  heart  cannot  be  callous  to'  your 
^ords." 

^' "Pie  urchin  is  mad  P' 

"  I  am  not  mad ;  or,  tf  maddened,  it  i^  by  tlie 
crimes,  the  dangers,  of  those  I  love.  Ob!  Mr  Wil- 
der, do  not  Idave  hiiA.  Since  you  hare  been  aniong 
lis,  he  is  nearer  to  whait  I  know  he  ooce  was,  than 
formerly.  Take  away  thdt  nristaken  statennent  of 
your  force;  threats  do  but  harden  him :  Aa  a  friend, 
admonish ;  but  bope  for  nothing  as  a  auBiater  «f  vion* 


gl^aDCe.  Yoq  know  not  the  fearfo)  natiire  of  the 
roan,  or  ypu  would  not  atten^pt  to  stop  a  t-orrent. 
Now— ppw,  ifp^ak  to  him ;  for,  s^,  bU  eye  is  akeady 
Rowing  kinder. V 

"  It  is  in  pity,  boy,  to  witness  how  thy  reason ' 
wavers." 

'^  Ha()L  it  never  swerved  more  than  at  this  moment 
Walter,  s^npther  need  not  be  eaUed  upon  to  speak 
b^atweeq  thee  and  me  !*  My  words  would  then  have 
been  regarded,  my  voice  would  then  have  been  loud 
enough  to  be  ^eard.  Why  are  you  dumb?  a  single 
happy  syllable  might  now  save  him." 

"  Wilder,  the  child  is  frightened  by  this  connting - 
of  guns  and  numbering  of  people..    He  fears  the  an-  > 
ger  pf  ypur  anointed  master.     Go;  give  him  place 
in  your  boat,  and  recc^nmend  him  to  the. mercy  of 
your  superior," 

"Away,  away!"    cried  Roderick.     "I  shall  not^ 
will  not,  cannot  leave  you.    Who  is  there  left  for  me  ■ 
in  this  world  but  you  ?" 

"  Y€s,"  continued  the  Rover,  whose  forced  calm- 
ness of  expression  had  changed  to  one  of  deiep  and 
n^elancholy  musing;  "it  wili  indeed  be  better  thus. 
See»  here  is  much  gold  ;  you  will  commend  him  to 
the  care  of  that  admirable  woma^n  who  already  watcbr ; 
es  one  scarcely  less  helpless,  though  possibly  less — " 

**  Guilty!  speak  the  word. boldly,  Walter.  I  have 
earned  the  epithet,  and  shall  not  shrink  to  hear  it; 
spoken.  Look,"  he  said,  taking  the  ponderous  h^g^ 
which  had  been  extended  towards  Wilder,  and  hold- 
ing it  high  above  his  head,  in  scorn,  "  this  can  I  cast 
from  me;  but  the  tie  which  binds  me  to  you  shall 
never  be  broken." 

As  he  spoke,  the  lad  approached  an  open  window 
of  the  cabin;  a  plash  upon  the  Water  was  heard, 
and  then  a  treasure,  that  might  have  furnished  a  com- 
petence to  moderate  wishes,  was  lost  for  ever  to  the 
uses  of  those  who  had  created  its  value.     The  lieu- 
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tenant  X)f  the  *'Dart"  turned  in  haste  td«epreca^e' 
the  anger  of  the  Rover ;  but  his  eye  could  traCe,  in 
the  features  pf  the  tetvless  chiefs  iio  other  emotion 
than  a  pity  which  was  discoverable  even throiighhts 
calm  and  unmoved  smile.  *  *   '  '  . 

"  Roderick  would  make  but  a  faithless  treasurer,' 
he  said.  "  Still  it  is  not  too  late  to  restore  him  to  his 
friends.  The  loss  of  Hie  gold  can  be  repaired ;  bat, 
should  any  seriotJs  calamity  befall  the  bd}%  I  might 
never  regain  ifi  perfect  peace  of  mind." 

**  Then  keep  him  near  yourself,"  murmtii*^d  the 
lad,  whose  vehemence  had  seemingly  expended  itself. 
"Go,  Mr  Wilder,  go;  your  boat  is  waiting^;  a  longer 
stay  will  be  without  an  object." 

*"  I  fear  it  will !"  returned  out  adverttnrer,  who  had 
not  ceased,  during  the  previous  dialogue,  to' keep  his 
look  fastened,  in  maply  commiseration,  on  the  coun- 
tenance of  the  boy;  "  1  greatly  fear  it  will !- — Since 
I  have  come  the  messenger  of  another,  Giaptain  Hei- 
degger, it  is  your  province  to  supply  a  fitting  answer 
to  my  proposition." 

The  Rover  took  him  by  the  arm,  and  led  him  to 
a  position  whence  they  might  look  upon  the  outer 
scene.  Then,  pointing  upward  at  his  spars,  and 
making  his  companion  obsen^e  the  sm»H' quantity- of 
sail  he  carried,  he  simply  said,  "Sir,  you  are  a  sea- 
man, and  may  judge  of  my  intentions  by  this  8i&;ht. 
I  shall  neither  seek  nor  avoid  your  boasted  cruiselt 
of  King  George." 


':'^V 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

«  Front  to  fronts 

Bring  thottthw  fiend— —— 

Witmn  my  sword's  length  set  him ;  if  he  *icape, 

Heaven  forffye  Mm  ioel'^*—J)Iacbetk. 

•'  You  have  brought  the  grateful  submission  of  the 
pirate  to  my  offers !"  exclaimed  the  sanguine  Com- 
mander of  the  *^  Dart^^  to  his  messenger,  as  the  foot 
of  the  latter  once  more  touched  his  deck. 

^^  I  bring  nothing  but  defiance  !^^  was  the  unexpected 
reply. 

"  Did  you  exhibit  my  statement  V  Surely,  Mr  Ark, 
so  iriaterial  a  document  was  not  forgotten  P' 

♦'Nothing  was  foi^otteii  that  the  warmest  interest 
in  his  safety  could  surest,  Captain  Bignall.  Still  the 
chief  of  yonder  lawfess  ship  refuses  to  hearken  to 
your  conditions." 

"  Perliaps,  sir,  he  imagines  that  the  *  Dart'  is  de- 
fective in  some  of  her  spars,"  returned  the  hasty  old 
seaman,  compressing  his  lips,  with  a  look  of  wounded 
pride;  "  he  may  hope  to  escape  by  pressing  the  can- 
vas on  his  own  light-heeled  ship." 

"  Does  that  look  like  flight  ?"  demanded  Wilder, 
extending  an  arm  towards  the  nearly  naked  spars 
and  motionless  hull  of  their  neighbour.  "The  utmost 
I  can  obtaitv^is  an  assurance  that  he  will  not  be  the 
assailant." 

"  'Fore  George,  he  is  a  merciful  youth !  and  one 
that  should  be  commended  for  his  moderation!  He 
will  not  run  his  disorderly,  picarooning  company 
under  the  guns  of  a  British  man-of-war,  because  he 
owes  a  little  reverence  to  the  flag  of  his  master! 
Hark  ye,  Mr  Ark,  we  will  remember  the  circum- 
stance when  questioned  at  the  Old  Bailey.    Send  the 

people  to  their  guns,  sir,  and  ware  the  ship  rounds  ta 
Vol.  II.  T 
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Cut  an  end  at  once  to  this  fooleiy,  or  we  shall  have 
im  sending  a  boat  aboard  to  examine  our  com- 
missions/^ 

"  Captain  Bignall,''  said  Wilder,  leading  his  Com- 
mander still  further  from  the  ears  of  their  inferiors, 
"  I  may  lay  some  little  claim  to  merit  for  services 
done  under  your  own  eyes,  and  in  ooedience  to  your 
orders.  If  my  former  conduct  may  give  me  a  title  to 
presume  to  counsel  one  of  youF  great  experience, 
suffer  me  to  urge  a  short  delay." 

"  Delay !  Does  Henry  Ark  hesitate,  when  the  ene- 
mies of  his  King,  nay  more,  the  enemies  of  man,  are 
daring  him  to  his  duty !" 

"  Sir,  you  mistake  me.  I  hesitate,  in  order  that 
the  flag  under  which  we  sail  may  be  free  jfirom  stain, 
and  not  with  any  intent  of  avoiding  the  combat.  Our 
enemy,  my  enemy  knows  that  he  has  nothing  now  to 
expect,  for  his  past  generosity,  but  kindness,  should 
he  become  our  captive.  Still,  Captain  Bignall,  I  ask 
for  time,  to  prepare  the  'DartVfor  a  conflict  that  will 
try  all  her  boasted  powers,  and  to  insure  a  victory 
that  will  not  be  bought  without  a  price/* 

"  But  should  he  escape" 

"On  my  life  he  will  not  attempt. it.  1  not  only 
know  the  man,  but  how  formidable  are  his  means  of 
resistance.  A  short  half  hour  will  put  us  in  the  ne- 
cessary condition,  apd  do  no  discredit  either  to  Our 
spirit  or  to  our  prudence." 

The  veteran  yielded  a  reluctant  consent,  which 
was  not,  hovj^ver,  accorded  without  much  mutterii^ 
concerning  the  disgrace  a  British  man-of-war  incur- 
red in  not  running  alongside  the  boldest  pirate  that 
floated,  and  blowing  him  out  of  water,  with  a  single 
match.  Wilder,  whb  was  accustomed  to  the  honest 
professional  bravados  that  often  formed  a  peculiar 
emiiellishm'ent  to  the  really  firm  and  manly  resolution 
of  the  seamen  of  that  age,  permitted  him  to  make 
his  plaints  at  will,  while  he  busied  himself  in  a  man 
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Her  that  he  knew  was  now  of  the  last  importance 
and  in  a  duty  that  properly  came  under  his  more  im- 
mediate inspection,  in  consequence  of  the  station  he 
occupied. 

The  **  order  for  ail  hands  to  clear  ship  for  action" 
was  again  given,  and  received  in  the  cheerful  temper 
with  which  mariners  are  wont  to  welcome  any  of 
the  more  important  changes  of  their  exciting  profes- 
sion. Little  remained,  however,  to  be  done;  for 
most  of  the  previous  preparations  had  still  been  left, 
as  at  the  original  meeting  of  the  two  vessels.  Then 
came  the  beat  to  quarters,  and  the  more  serious  and 
fearful-looking  preparations  for  certain  combat.  After 
these  several  arrangements  had  been  completed,  the 
crew  at  their  guns,  the  sail-trimmers  at  the  braces, 
and  the  officers  in  their  several  batteries,  the  after- 
yards  were  swung,  and  the  ship  once  more  put  in 
mptioa. 

During  this  brief  interval,  the  vessel  of  the  Rover 
lay,  at  the  distance  of  half  a  mile,  in  a  state  of  entire 
rest,  without  betraying  the  smallest  interest  in  the 
obvious  movements  of  her  hostile  neighbour.  When, 
however,  the  "Dart"  was  seen  yielding  to  the  breeze, 
and  gradually  increasing  her  velocity,  until  the  water 
was  gathering  under  her  fore-foot  in  a  liUle  rolling 
wave  of  foam<,  the  bows  of  the  other  fell  off  from  the 
direction  of  the  wind,  the  topsail  was  filled,  and,  in 
her  turn,  the  hull  was  held  in  command,  by  giving  to 
it  the  impetus  of  motion.  The  '*  Dart"  now  se 
again  at  her  gaff  that  broad  field  which  had  been 
lowered  during  the  conference,  and  which  had  float- 
ed in  triumph  through  the  hazards  and  struggles  of  a 
thousand  combats.  No  answering  emblem,  however 
was  exhibited  from  the  peak  of  her  adversary. 

In  this  manner  the  two  ships  "  gathered  way,"  as 
it  is  expressed  in  nautical  language,  watching  each 
other  with  eyes  as  jealous  2^  though  they  had  been 
two  rival  monsters  of  the  great  deep,  each  endeav* 


^ 
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ourkig  to  conceKl  firtal  hts  fttitagenist  the  fei^^MMov 
contemplated  next  The  earnest,  serioas  rtianner  d 
Wilder  had  not  failed  to  produce  its  infliieoce  on  the 
straiglit-minded  seaman  who  commanded  the  ** Dart;" 
and,  by  thip  time,  he  was  as  much  dtsffeosed  as  Jiis 
lieutenant  to  approach  the  conflict  letsurdj,  aod 
with  proper  caution. 

The  day  bad  hitherto  been  cloudless,  and  s  YsjaSX 
of  purer  blue  never  canopiiid  a  waste  of  trater,  thatt 
the  arch  which  had  swept  for  hoars  above  the  heads 
of  our  marine  adventutieps*  But,  as  if  nature  frowa* 
ed  on  their  present  bloody  designs,  a  .dark,  threaten*' 
ing.  rna9s  of  vapour  was  blending  the  ocean  with  the 
sky,  in  a  direction  opposed  to  toe  steady  current  of 
the  air.  These  well-known  arid  ominous  signs  did 
not  escape  the  vigilance  of  those  who  manned  the 
hostile  vessels,  but  the  danger  was  still  deemed  too 
remote  to  interrupt  the  higher  interests  of  the  ap^ 
proaching  combat* 

"  We  have  a  squall  brewing  m  the  west,"  said  the 
experienced  and  wary  Bignall,  pointing  to  the  frown- 
ing symptoms  as  he  spoke ;  ^^  but  we  can  bundle  the 
pirate,  and  get  all  snug  a^ain,  before  it  works  ks  way 
up  against  this  breeze," 

Wildejr  assented;  for,  by  this  tiine,  high  profes- 
sional pride  was  swelling  in  hit  bosom  also,  and  a 
generous  rivalry  was  getting  idie  mastery  of  feehngs 
that  were  possibly  foreign  to  bis  dotyyliowev.er  natu- 
ral they  might  have  been  in  one  as  open  to  l^doesi 
as  himself^ 

"The  Rover  is  sending  down  even  his  Kghter 
masts!"  exclaimed  the  youths  ^Mt  would  seem  thill 
he  greatly  distrusts  the  weather." 

♦»  We  will  not  follow  his  example;  for  he  will  wfih' 
they  were  aloft  again,  the  moment  we  get  him  faii4y 
under  the  play  of  our  batteries.     By  George  oui* 
Kiii^tbut  be  has  a  pretty  moving  boat  uiider' hinl! 
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|jet  i^II  tlie  iMm-course^  sir;  down  wiHb  it,  or  we 
shall  have  it  night  before  we  get  the  rogu^  a-beam. 

The  order  was  oh^yed;  and  then  the  "Dart, 
feeling  the  powerful  impulse,  quickened  ber  speed, 
like  an  animated  being,  that  is  fre$hly  urged  by  its 
apprehensions  or  its  wishes.  By  this  time,  she .  had 
gained  a  position  on  the  we  itber-quarter  of  her  ad- 
versary, who  had  not  manifr^ted  the  smallest  desire 
to  prevent  hejr  attaining  so  naaterial  an  advantage. 
On  the  contrary,  while  the  "  Dolphin"  kept  the  same 
canvas  spread,  she  continued  to  lighten  her  top-ham- 
per, bringing  as  much  of  the  weight  as  possible,  from 
the  towering  height  of  her  tall  masts,  to  the  greater 
security  of  the  hull.  Still,  the  distance  between  them 
was  too  great,  in  the  opinion  of  Bignall,  to  commence 
the  contest^  while  the  facility  with  which  his  adver- 
sary moved  a-head  threatened  to  protract  the  impon- 
tant  momentvto  an  unreasonable  extent,  or  to  reduce 
him  to  a  crowd  of  sail  that  might  prove  embarrass* 
ing,  while  enveloped  in  the  smoke,  and  pressed  by 
the  ui^ncies  of  the  combat 

"  We  will  touch  his  pride,  sir,  since  you  think  him 
a  man  of  spirit,"  said  the  veteran,  to  his  faithful  co- 
adjutor: "Give  him  a  weather-gun,  and  show  him 
another  of  his  Master's  ensigns." 

The  roar  of  the  piece,  and  the  display  of  three 
more  of  the  fields  of  England,  in  quick  succession, 
from  different  parts  of  the  "Dart,"  failed  to  produce 
the  slightest  evidence,  even  of  observation,  aboard 
their  seemingly  insensible  neighbour.  The  "  Dol- 
phin" still  kept  on  her  way,  occasionally  swooping 
up  gracefully  to  touch  the  wind,  and  then  deviating 
from  her  course  again  to  leeward,  as  the  porpoise  is 
$een  to  turn  aside  from  his  direction  to  snuff  the 
breeze,  while  he  lazily  sports  along  his  briny  path. 

"  He  will  not  be  moved  by  any  of  the  devices  of 

lawful  and  ordinary  warfare,"  said  Wilder,  when  he 

T  2 


^- 


tntness^d  die  indttfeieiiee  widi  ^tohctti^lc6lAel%i 
bad  been  received.  -/.:;, 

"  Then  try  him  with  a  ?hot.** 

A  gun  was  now  discharged  from  the  aide  n^t  the 
•till  receding  ^  Dolphin/^  The  iron  messenger  was 
seen  hounding  along  the  sur&ee  of  the  sea,  skipping 
lightly  from  wa^e  to  wave,  until  it  cast  a  Hl^  cloud 
of  spray  upon  the  Telry  deck  of  tbeir  enemy^  as  it 
boomed  harmlessly  past  ber  hull.  Anodier,  and  yet 
another,  followed,  wittiout  m  any  majliner  extracting 
signal  Of  notice  from  the  Rover. 

^^  How^s  this  !^'  exclaimed  the  disappointed.  Bigt 
nail.  '^  Has  he  a  charm  for  his  ship,  that  all  our  shot 
sweep  by  him  in  rain  I  Mai^ter  Fid^  can  you  do  not 
thing  for  the  credit  of  honest  people,  and  the  honour 
of  a  pennant  ?  Let  us  hear  from  your  old  favourite  ^ 
in  times  past  she  used  to  speak  to  better  purpose.!" 

"  Ay,  ay^  sir,"  returncjd  the  accommodating  Rich'^ 
ard,  who,  in  the  sudden  turns  of  bis  fortune,  found 
himself  in  authority  over  a  much-loved  and  long"* 
cherished  piece.  "  I  christened  the  gun  after  Mis- 
tress Whiffle,  your  Honour,  for  the  same  reason,  that 
they  both  can  do  their  own  talking.  Now,  stand 
aside,  my  lads,  and  let  clattering  Kate  have  &  whis^ 
per  in  the  discourse." 

Richard,  who  had  coolly  taken  his  sigbt,  while 
speaking,  now  deliberately  applied  the  match  with 
bis  own  hand,  and,  with  a  philosophy  that  was  suffi* 
ciently  to  be  commended  in  a  mercenary,  sent  what 
he  boldly  pronounced  to  be  '*a  thorough  straight^ 
goer"  across  the  water,  in  the  direction  of  his  recent 
associates.  The  usual  moihents  of  suspense  suc« 
eeeded,  and  then  the  torn  fragtnents,  which  were^een 
scattered  in  the  air,  announced  that  the  shot  had 
passed  through  the  nettings  of  the  "  Dolphin."  The 
effect  on  the  vessel  of  the  Rover  was  instantaneous, 
arid  nearly  magical.  A  long  stripe  of  cream-eolou roll 
canvas,  which  bad  been  artfully  extended,  from  her 
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titeai  to  ber  stern,  in  a  line  with  her  gniisv  disappeared 
as  suddenly  as  a  bird  would  shut  its  wings,  leaving  in 
its  place  a  broad  blood-red  belt,  which  was  bristled 
with  the  armament  of  the  ship.  At  the.  same  time, 
an  ensign  of  a  similar  ominous  colour,  rose  from  her 
poop,  and,  fluttering  darklj  and  fiercely  for  a  mo- 
ment, it  became  fixed  at  the  end  of  the  gafT. 

^'^  Now  1  know  him  for  the  knave  that  he  is  I"  cried 
the  excited  Bignall;  "and^  see!  he  has  thrown  away 
his  fake  painty  and  shows  the  weU>known  bloody  side, 
from  which  he  gets  his  name.  Stand  to  your  guns, 
my  men  !  the  pirate  is  getting  earnest." 

He  was  still  speaking.;  when  a  sheet  of  bright  flame 
'glanced  from  out  that  streak  of  red  which  was  fso 
well  adapted  to  woilc  upon  the  superstitious  awe  of 
the  common  mariners,  and  was  followed  by  the  simul- 
taneous explosion  of  nearly  a  dozen  wide-mouthed 
'  pieces  of  artillery.  The  startling  change,  from  inat- 
tention and  indifference,  to  this  act  of  bold  ^and  de- 
cided hostility,  produced  a  strong  efTect  on  the  bold- 
est heart  on  board  the  King's  cruiser.  Xhe  momen- 
tary interval  of  suspense  was  passed  in  unchanged 
attitudes  and  looks  of  deep  attention  ;  and  then  the 
rushing  of  the  iron  storm  was  heard  hurtUng  through 
the  air,  as  it  came  fearfully  on.  The  crash  that  fol- 
lowed,  mingled,  as  it  was,  with  human  groans,  and 
succeeded  by  the  tearing  of  riven  plank,  and  the  scat- 
tering high  of  splinters,  ropes,  blocks^  and  the  imple- 
*ments  of  war,  proclaimed  the  fatal  accu^raey  of  the 
broadside.  But  the  surprise,  and,  with  it,  the  brief 
confusion,  endured  but  for  an  instant.  The  English 
shouted,  and  sent  back  a  return  to  the  deadly  assault 
they  had  just"  received,  recovering  manfully  and 
promptly  from  the  shock  which  it  had  assuredly  given. 

The  ordinary  and  more  regular  cannonading  of  a 
naval  combat  succeeded.  Anxious  to  precipitate  the 
issue,  both  ships  pressed  ntgher  to  each  other  the 
while,  uj»til,  ia  a  few  moments,  the  two  white  canopies 
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of  smoke,  that  were  wreathing  ah^ut  their  re^ype^ve 
masts,  were  blended  in  one,  marking  a  solitary  spQt 
of  strife,  in  the  midst  of  a  scene  of  broad  and  bright 
tranquillity.  The  discharges  of  the  cannon  were  hot, 
close,  and  incessant.  While  the  hostile  parties,  how- 
ever, closely  imitated  each  other  in  their  zeal  m 
dealing  out  destruction,  a  peculiar  difference  marked 
the  distinction  in  character  of  the  two  crew6.  Loud, 
cheering  shouts  accompanied  each  discharge  fro^i 
the  lawful  cruiser,  while  the  people  of  the' rover  did 
their  murderous  work  amid  the  deep  silence  of  des- 
peration. 

The  spirit  and  uproar  of  the  scene  soon  quickened 
that  hlood,  in  the  veins  of  the  veteran  Bignall,  which 
had  begun  to  circulate  a  little  slowlyby  time. 

"  The  fellow  has  not  forgotten  his  art !"  be  ex- 
claimed, as  the  effects  of  his  enemy's  skill  were  get- 
,ting  but  too  manifest,  in  the  rent  sails,  shivered  spars, 
and  tottering  masts  of  his  own  ship.  ^^Had  he  but 
the  commission  of -the  King  in  his  pocket,  one  might 
call  him  a  hero  !" 

The  emergency  was  too  ui^ent-to  throw  away  the 
time  in  words.  Wilder  answered  only  by  cheering 
his  own  people  to  their  fierce  and  laborious  task. 
The  ships  had  novi^  fallen  off  before  the  wind,  and 
were  running  parallel  to  each  other,  emilling  sheets 
of  flame,  that  were  incessantly  glancing  through  im- 
mense volumes  of  smoke.  The  spars  of  the  respec- 
tive vessels  were  alone  visible,  at  brief  and  uncertain 
intervals.  Many  minutes  had  thus  passed,  seeming 
to  those  engaged  but  a  moment  of  time,  when  the 
mariners  of  the  "Dart"  found  that  they  no  longer 
held  their  vessel  in  the  quick  command,  so  necessary 
to  their  situation.  The  important  circumstance  was 
instantly  conveyed  from  the  master  to  Wilder,  ^nd 
from  Wilder  to  his  superior.  A  hasty  consultation 
on  the  cause  and  consequences  of  this  unexpected 
event  was  the  immediate  and  natural  result. 
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,  **  See !"  cried  Wilder,  ^'  the  sails  are  already  hang* 
ing  against  the^masts  like  rags ;  the  explosions  of  the 
artillery  have  stilled  the  wind." 

"  Hark  !"  answered  the  more  expericTnced  Bignall : 
"  There_goes  the  artillery  of  heaven  among  our  own 
guns. — The  squall  is  already  upon  us — port  the  helm, 
sir,  and  sheer  the  ship  out  of  the  smoke  !     Hard  a* 

rort  with  the  helm,  sir,  at  once  !• — hard  with  it  a-port, 
say." 

out  the  lazy  motion  of  the  vessel  did  not  answer 
to  the  impatience  of  those  who  directed  her  move- 
ments, nor  did  it  meet  the  pressing  exigeiicies  of  the 
moment.  In  the  mean  time,  while  Bignall,  and  the 
officers  whose  duties  kept  them  near  his  person,  as- 
sisted by  the  sail-trimmers,  were  thus  occupied,  the 
people  in  the  batteries  continued  their  murderous 
employment.  The  roar  of  cannon  was  still  constant, 
and  nearly  overwhelnaing,  though  there  were  instants 
when  the  deep  ominous  mutterings  of  the  atmosphere 
were  too  distinctly  audible  to  be  mistaken.  Still  the 
eye  could  lend  no  assistance  to  the  hearings  in  deter- 
mining the  judgment  of  the  mariners.  Hulls,  spars, 
and  sails  were  alike  enveloped  in  the  curling  wreaths 
which  wrapped  heaven,  air,  vessels,  and  ocean,  alike, 
in  one  white,  obscure,  foggy  mantle.  Even  the  per- 
sons of  the  crew  were  merely  seen  at  instants,  la- 
bouring at  the  guns,  through  brief  and  varying  opea- 
ings. 

"  I  never  knew  the  smoke  pack  so  heavy  oti  the 
deck  of  a  ship  before,"  said  Bignall,  with  a  concern . 
that  even  his  caution  eould  not  entirely  repress. 
"  Keep  the  helm  a-port — -jam  it  hard,  sir !  By  Hea- 
ven, Mr  Wilder,  those  knaves  well  know  they  are 
struggling  for  their  lives  !"' 

"  The  fight  is  all  our  own !"  shouted  the  second 
lieutenant,  from  among  the  guns,  stanching,  as  he 
spoke,  the  blood  of  a  severe  feplin'ter-wound  in  the  face, 
and  far  too  intept  on  his  own  immediate  occupation. 
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to  have  noticed  the  signs  of  the  weather.     "He has 
not  answered  with  a  single  gun,  for  near  a  minute.'* 

"  'Fore  George,  the  rogues  have  enough !"  exclaim- 
ed the  delighted  Bignal).  "  Three  cheers  for  vie " 

•  Hold,  sir!"  interrupted  Wilder,  with  sufficient 
derision  to  check  his  Commander's  premature  exul- 
tation ;  "  on  my  life,  our  work  is  not  so  soon  ended. 
I  think,  indeed,  his  guns  are  silent ; — but,  see !  the 
smoke  is  beginning,  to  lift.  In  a  few  more  minutes,  if 
our  own  fire  should  cease,  the  view  will  be  clear." 

A  shout  from  the  men  in  the  batteries  interrupted 
his  words;  and  then  came  a  general  cry  that  the  pi- 
rates were  sheering  off.  The  exultation  at  this  fan- 
cied evidence  of  their  superiority  was,  however,  soon 
and  fearfully  interrupted.  A  bright,  vivid  flash  pen- 
etrated through  the  dense  vapour  which  still  hung 
about  therti  in  a  most  extraordinary  manner,  and  was 
followed  by  a  crash  fronrti  the  heavens,  to  which  the 
simultaneous  explosion  of  fifty  pieces  of  Artillery 
would  have  sounded  feeble. 

"  Call  the  people  from  their  guns !"  said  Bignall, 
in  those  suppressed  tones  that  are  only  more  porten- 
tous from  their  forced  and  unnatural  calmness :  "Call 
them  away  at  once,  sir,  and  get  the  canvas  in !" 

Wilder,  startled  more  at  the  proximity  and  appa- 
rent weight  ^f  the  squall  than  at  words  to  which  he 
had  been  long  accustomed,  delayed  not  to  give  an 
order  that  was  seemingly  so  urgent.  The  men  left 
their  batteries,  like  athletae  retiring  from  the  arena, 
some  bleeding  and  faint,  <«ome  still  fierce  and  angry, 
and  all  more  or  less  ex  i(bd  by  the  furious  scene 
in  which  they  had  just  been  actors.  Many  sprung 
to  the  well-known  ropes,  while  others,  as  they  as- 
cended into  the  cloud  which  still  hung  on  the  vessel, 
became  lost  to  the  eye  in  her  rigging. 

-"  Shall  I  reef,  or  furl  ?"  demanded  Wilder,  stand- 
ing with  the  trumpet  at  his  lips,  ready  to  issue  the 
necessary  order. 
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'^  Hold,  sir ;  another  minute  wiU  give  us  an  open- 
ing." 

The  lieutenant  paused ;  for  he  was  not  slow  to  see 
that  now,  indeed,  the  veil  was  about  to  be  drawn 
from  their  real  situation.  The  smoke,  which  had 
lain  upon  their  very  decks,  as  though  pressed  down 
by  the  superincunnibent  weight  of  the  atmosphere, 
first  began  to  stir ;  was  then  seen  eddying  among  the 
masts  ;  and,  finally,  whirled  wildly  away  before  a 
powerful  current  of  air.  The  view  was,  indeed,  now 
all  before  them. 

In  place  of  the  glorious  sun,  and  that  bright,  blue 
canopy  which  had  lain  above  them  a  short  half-hour 
before,  the  heavens  were  clothed  in  one  immense 
black  veil.  The  sea  reflected  the  portentous  colour, 
looking  dark  and  angrily.  The  waves  had  already 
lost  their  regular  rise  and  fall,  and  were  tossing  to 
and  fro,  as  if  awaiting  the  power  that  was  to  give 
them  direction  and  greater  force.  The  flashes  from 
the  heavens  were  not  in  quick  succession ;  but  the 
few  that  did  break  upon  the  gloominess  of  the  scene 
came  in  majesty,  and  with  dazzling  brightness.  They 
were  accompanied  by  the  terrific  thunder  of  the  tro- 
pics, in  which  it  is  scarcely  profanation  to  fancy  that 
the  voice  of  One  who  made  the  universe  is  actually 
speaking  to  the  creatures  of  his  hand.  On  Qse,rj  side, 
was  the  appearance  of  a  fierce  and  dangerous  strug- 
gle in  the  elements.  The  vessel  of  the  Rover  was 
running  lightly  before  a  breeze,  which  had  already 
come  fresh  and  fitful  from  the  cloud,  with  her  sails 
reduced,  and  her  people  coolly,  but  actively,  em- 
ployed in  repairing  the  damages  of  the  tight. 

Not  a  moment  was  to  be  lost  in  imitating  the  ex- 
ample of  the  wary  freebooters.  The  head  of  the 
"Dart"  was  hastily,  and  happily,  got  in  a  direction 
contrary  to  the  breeze;  and,  as  she  began  to  follow 
the  course  taken  by  the  "  Dolphin,"  an  attempt  was 
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made  to  gather  her  toiti  and  fieai'ty  ds^tees  eatiVas 
to  the  yards.  But  precious  minutes  had  been  lost  hi 
tiie  smoky  canopy,  that  might  never  be  regained. 
The  sea  changed  its  cok)ur  from  a  dark  green  to  a 
fflittering  white ;  and  then  the  fury  of  the  gust  was 
heard  rushing  along  the  water  wi^  fearful  rapidity, 
and  with  a  violence  that  could  not  he  resisted. 

"  Be  lively,  men  !"  shouted  Bignall  hrmsfelf,  in  the 
exigency  in  which  his  vessel  was  placed ;  '*Roll  up 
the  cloth ;  in  with  it  all — leave-not  a  rag  to  the  squall  \ 
'Fore  George,  Mr  Wilder,  but  this  wind  fs  not  play- 
ing with  us ;  cheer  up  the  men  to  their  work;  speak 
to  them  cheerily,  sir !" 

"  Furl  away  P'  shouted  Wilder.  "  Cut,  if  too  late ; 
work  away  with  knives  and  teeth^-^-down,  every  man 
of  you,  down — down  for  your  lives,  all !" 

There  was  that  in  the  voice  of  the  lieutenant  which 
sounded  in  the  ears  of  his  people  like  a  supernatuml 
cry.  He  had  so  recently  witnessed  a  calamity  simi- 
lar to  that  which  again  threatened  him,  that  perhaps 
his  feelings  lent  a  secret  horror  to  the  tones.  A  score 
of  forms  was  seen  descending  swiftly,  through  an 
atmosphere  that  appeared  sensible  to  the  touch.  Nor 
was  their  escape,  which  might  be  likened  to  the 
stooping  of  birds  that  dart  into  their  best,  too  ear- 
nestly pressed.  Stripped  of  all  its  rigging,  and  al- 
ready tottering  under  numerous  wounds,  the  lofty 
and  overloaded  spars  yielded  to  the  mighty  force  of 
the  squall,  tumbling  in  succcjssion  towards  the  hull, 
until  nothing  stood  but  the  three  firmer,  but  shorn 
and  nearly  useless,  lower  masts.  By  far  the  greater 
number  of  those  aloft  reached  the  deck  in  time  to  in- 
sure their  safety,  though  some  there  were  too  stub- 
born, and  still  too  nvuch  under  the  sullen  influence 
of  the  combat,  to  hearken  to  the  words  of  warning. 
These  victims  of  their  own  obstinacy  were  seen  cling- 
ing to   the   broken  fragments  of  the  spars,  as  the' 
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«Dai*tv'  in  a  cloud  of  foam,  drove  «way  from  the. 
^)ot  M^here  they  floated,  until  their  persons  and  their 
misery  were  alike  swallowed  in  the  distance. 

"It  is  thf  hand  of  God  1"  hoarsely  exclaimed  the 

■*  veteran  Bignall,  while  his  contracting  eye  drunk  in 

the  destruction  of  the  wreck,     "  Mark  me,  Heu«:y 

AHc;  I  will  for  ever  testify  that  the  guns  of  the  pirate 

have  not  brought  us  to  this  condition/' 

Little  disposed  to  seek  the  same  miserable  conso- 
lation as  his  Commander,  Wilder  exerted  himself  in 
counteracting,  so  far  as  circumstances  would  allow, 
an  injury  that  he  felt,  however,  at  that  moment  to  be 
irreparable.  Amid  the  howling  of  the  gust,  and  the 
fearful  crashing  of  the  thunder,  with  an  atmosphere 
now  lurid  with  the  glare  of  lightning,  and  now  nearly 
obscured  by  the  dark  canopy  of  vapour,  and  with  all 
the  frightful  evidences  of  the  fight  still  reeking  and 
ghastly  before  their  eyes,  did  the  crew  of  the  British 
cruiser  prove  true  to  themselves  and  to  their  ancient 
reputation.  The  voices  of  Bignall  and  his  subordi- 
nates were  heard  in  the  tempest,  uttering  those  man- 
dates which  long  experience  had  rendered  familiar, 
or  encouraging  the  people  to  their  duty.  But  the 
strife  of  the  elements  was  happily  of  short  continu- 
ance. The  squall  soon  swept  over  the  spot,  leaving 
the  currents  of  the  trade  rushing  into  their  former 
channels,  and  a  sea  that  was  rather  stilled,  than  agi- 
tated, by  the  counteracting  influence  of  the  winds. 

But,  as  one  danger  passed  away  from  beibre  the 
eyes  of  the  mariners  of  the  "  Dart,"  another,  scarce- 
ly less  to  be  \apprehended,  forced  itself  upon  their 
attention.  All  recollection  of  the  favours  of  the  past, 
and  every  feehng  of  gratitude,  was  banished .  from 
the  mind  of  Wilder,  by  the  mountings  of  powerful 
professional  pride,  and  that  love  of  glory  which  be- 
comes inherent  in  the  warrior,  as  he  gazed  on  the 
untouched  and  beautiful  symmetry  of  the  "  Dolt 
phin's"  spars,  and  all  the  perfect,  and  still  underang' 
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ed,  order  of  her  tackle.  It  seemed  as  if  she  bore  a 
charmed  fate,  or  that  some  supernatural  agency"  had- 
been  instrumental  ro  preserving  her  unharmed,  amid 
the  violence  of  a  second  hurricane.  But  cooler 
thought,  and  more  impartial  reflection,  compelled  the^ 
mf^rnal  acknowledgment,  that  the  vigilance  and- 
wise  precautions  of  the  remarkable  individual  who 
appeared  not  only  to  govern  her  movements,  but  to 
control  her  fortunes,  had  their  proper  influence  in 
producing  the  result. 

Little  leisure,  however,  was  allowed  to  ruminate 
on  these  changes,  or  to^deprecate  the  advantage  of 
their  enemy.  The  vessel  of  the  Rover  had  already 
opened  many  broad  sheets  of  canvas ;  and,  as  the 
return  of  the  regular  breeze  gave  ber  the  wind,  her 
approac^h  was  rapid  and  unavoidable. 

"  'Fore  George,  Mr  Ark,  luck  is  all  on  the  dishon- 
est side  to-day,"  said  the  veteran,  so  soon  as  he  per- 
ceived, by  the  direction  which  the  "  Dolphin"  took, 
that  the  encounter  was  likely  to  be  renewed.  "Send 
the  people  to  quarters  again,  and  clear  away  the 
guns ;  for  we  are  likely  to  have  another  bout  with 
the  rogues." 

"  1  would  advise  a  moment's  delav,'*  Wilder  earn- 
estly observed,  when  he  heard  his  Commander  issu- 
ing an  order  to  his  people  to  prepare  to  deliver  their 
fire,  the  instant  their  enemy  should  come  within  a 
favourable  position.  "  Let  me  entreat  you  to  delay  | 
we  know  not  what  may  be  his  present  intentions." 

"  None  shall  put  foot  on  the  deck  of  the  '  Dart,' 
without  submrtti>ng  to  the  authority  of  her  royal  mas- 
ter," returned  the  stern  old  tar.  "  Give  it  to  him, 
my  men !  Scatter  the  rogues  from  thei,r  guns !  and 
let  them  know  the  danger  of.  approaching  a  lion, 
though  he  should  be  crippled !" 

Wilder  saw  that  remonstrance  was  now  too  late; 
for  a  fresh  broadside  was  hurled  from  the  ^'  Dart,"  to 
defeat  any  generous  intentions  that  the  Rover  migM 
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entertain,  The  ship  of  the  latter  received  the  iron 
stornl,  while  advancing,  and  immediat^ilj  deviated 
gracefully  from  her  course,  in  such  a  way  as  to  pre- 
vent its  repetition.  Then  she  was  seen  sweeping 
towards  the  bows  of  the  nearly  helpless  cruiser  of 
the  King,  and  a  hoarse  summons  was  heard  ordering 
her  ensign  to  be  lowered. 

"  Cpme  on,  ye  villains  I"  shouted  the  excited  Big- 
hall.  "  Come,  and  perform  the  office  with  your  own 
hands !" 

The  graceful  ship,  as  if  sensible  herself  to  the 
taunts  of  her  enemy,  sprung  nigher  to  the  wind,  and 
shot  across  the  fore-foot  of  the  "Dart,"  dehvering 
her  fire,  gun  after  gun,  with  deliberate  :^nd  deadly 
apcuracy,  full  into  that  defenceless  portion  of  her 
antagonist.  A  crush  like  that  of  meeting  bodies  fol- 
lowed, and  then  fifty  grim  visages  were  seen  entering 
the  scene  of  carnage,  armed  with  the  deadly  wean 
pons  of  personal  conflict.  The  shock  of  so  close 
and  so  fatal  a  discharge  had,  for  the  moment,  para^ 
lyzed  the efforts  of  the  assailed  ;  but  no  sooner  did 
Bignall,  and  his  lieutenant,  see  the  dark  forms  that 
issued  from  the  smoke  on  their  own  decks,  than, 
with  voices  that  had  not  even  then  lost  their  authori- 
ty, each  summoned  9;  hand' of  folio  weirs,  backed  by 
whom,  they  bravely  dashed  into  the  opposite  gang- 
ways of  their  ship,  to  stay  the  torrent.  The  first  eii- 
qounter  v^a^s  fierce  apd  fatal,  both  parties  receding  a 
little,  to  wait  for  succour  and  recover  breath." 

"Come  on,  ye  murderous  thieves!"  cried  the 
dauntless  veteran,  who  stood  forennost  in  his  own 
hand,  conspicuous  by  the  locks  of  gray  that  floated 
around  his  naked  head,  "well  do  ye  know  that  hea- 
ven is  with  the  right  I" 

The  grim  freebooters  in  his  front  •recoiled  and 
opened ;  then  came  a  sheet  of  flame,  from  the  side 
o/  the  "  Dolphin,"  through  an  empty  port  of  her  ad- 
versary, b€^nng  iq  it§  centra  a  hundred. 4^a4Iy  mi^r. 
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siles.  The  sword  of  Bignall  was  flourished  furiously 
and  wildly  above  his  head,  and  his  voice  was  stifl 
heard  crying,  till  the  sounds  rattled  in  his  throat, — 

"  Come  on,  ye  knaves  !  come  on ! — Harry — Harry 
Ark!     O  God  !— Hurrah !"     ^ 

He  fell  like  a  log,  and  died  the  unwitting  possessoi 
of  that  very  commission  for  which  he  had  toiled 
throughout  a  life  of  hardship  and  danger.  Until  now, 
Wilder  had  made  good  his  quarter  of  the  deck, 
though  pressed  by  a  band  as  fierce  and  daring  as  his 
own;  but,  at  this  fearful  crisis  in  the  combat,  a  voice 
was  heard  in  the  melee,  that  thrilled  on  all  his 
nerves,  and  seemed  even  to  carry  its  fearful  influence 
over  the  minds  of  his  men. 

"Make  way  there,  make  way!"  it  said,  in  tones 
clear,  deep,  and  breathing  with  authority,  "  make 
way,  and  follow,  no  hand  but  mine  shall  lower  that 
vaunting  flag!" 

"  Stand  to  your  faith,  my  men  !"  shouted  Wilder  in 
reply.  Shouts,  oaths,  imprecations,  and  groans  formed 
a  fearful  accompaniment  of  the  rude  encounter, 
which  was,  however,  far  too  violent  to  continue  long. 
Wilder  saw,  with  agony,  that  numbers  and  impetuos- 
ity were  sweeping  his  supporters  from  around  him. 
Again  and  again  he  called  them  to  the  succour  with^ 
his  voice,  or  stimulated  them  to  daring  by  his  ex- 
ample. 

Friend  after  friend  fell  at  his  feet,  until  hiS  wa^s 
driven  to  the  utmost  extremity  of  the  deck.     Here 
he  again  tallied  a  little  band,  against  which  several, 
furious  charges  were  made,  in  vain. 

"Ha!"  exclaimed  a  voice  he  well  knew;  "death 
to  all  traitors!  Spit  the  spy,  as  you  would  a  dog? 
Charge  through  them,  my  bullies;  a  halbeil;  to  the' 
hero  who  shall  reach  his  heart  [" 

"Avast,  ye  lubber!"  returned  the  stern  tones  of  the 
staunch  Richard.  "Here^are  a  white  man  and  a 
n^er  at  your  service,  if  youVe  need,  of  a  spit,^ 
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**  Two  more  of  the  gang!''  continaed  the  General, 
aiming  a  blow  that  threatened  to  immolate  the  top* 
man,  as  he  spoke. 

A  dark  half-naked  form  was  interposed  to  receive 
the  descending  blade,  which  fell  onljie  staff*  of  a  half- 
pike,  and  severed  it  as  though  it  had  been  a  reed. 
Nothing  daunted  by  the^defenceless  state  in  which  he 
foqnd  himself,  S^ipio  made  bis  way  to  the  front  of 
Wilder,  where,  with  a  body  diviested  to  the  waist  of 
every  g^rmentyand  empty  handed,  he  fought  with  his 
brawny  arms,  like  one  who  despised  the  cuts,  thrusts 
and  assaults,  of  which  his  athletic  frame  immediately 
became  the  helpless  subject. 

"  Give  it  to  >m,  right  apd  left,  Guinea,"  cried  Fid : 
"  here  is  one  who  will  come  in  as  a  backer,  so  soon 
as  he  has  stopped  the  grog  of  the  marine," 

The  parries  and  science  of  the  unfortunate  Gen- 
eral were  at  this  .moment  set  at  nought,  by  a  blow 
fron()  Richard,  which  broke  down  all  his  defences, 
descendin^g  through  cap  and  skull  to  the  jaw. 

"  Hold,  murderers  T'  cried  Wilder,  who  saw  the 
numberless  blo^vs  that  w^re  falling  on  the  defenceless 
body  of  the  still  undaunted  black.  ** Strike  here! 
and  spare  an  unarmed  man  !" 

The*sight  of  our  adventurer  became  confused,  for 
he  saw  the  negro  fall,  dragging  with  him  to  the  deck 
two  of  his  assailants ;  and  then  a  voice,  deep  as  the 
emotion  which  such  a  scene  might  create^  appear-ed 
to  utter  in  the  very  portals  of  bis  ear, — 

"  Our  work  is  done !  He  that  strikes  another  blow 
makes  an  enemy- of  me." 

u  a 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

r. 

— >-  **  Take  him  hence ; 
The  whole  world  shall  not  save  him.** — CyrrUfelini 

The  recent  gust  had  not  passed  more  fearfuhf  and 
suddenly  over  the  ship,  than  the  scene  just  related. 
But  the  smiling  aspect  of  tlie  tranquil  sky,  and  bright 
sun  of  the  Caribbean  sea,  found  no  parallel  in  the 
horrors  that  succeeded  the  combat  The  nwmenta- 
ry  confusion  which  accompanied  the  fall  of  Scipib 
soon  disappeared,  and  Wilder  wa&  led  to  gaze  on  the 
wreck  of  all  the  boasted  powers  of  his  cruiser,  and 
on  that  waste  of  human  life,  which  had  been  the  at- 
tendants of  the  struggle.  The  former  has  already 
been  sufficiently  described ;  but  a  short  account  of 
the  present  state  of  the  actors  may  serve  to,  elucidate 
the  events  that  are  to  follow. 

Within  a  few  yards  of  the  place  he  was  permitted 
to  occupy  himself,  stood  the  motionless  form  of  the 
Rover.  A  second  glance  was  necessary,  however, 
to  recognise,  in  the  grim  visage  to  which  the  board- 
ing-cap already  mentioned  lent  a  look  of  artmcial  fe- 
rocity, the  usually  bland  countenance  of  the  individ- 
ual. As  the  eye  of  Wilder  roamed  over  the  swell- 
ing, erect,  and  still  triumphant  figure,  it  was  difficult 
not  to  fancy  that  even  the  stature  had  been  suddenly 
and  unaccountably  increased.  One  hand  rested  on 
the  hilt  of  a  yataghan,  which,  by  the  crimson  drops 
that  flowed  along  its  curved  blade,  had  evidently 
done  fatal  service  in  the  fray;  and  one  foot  was 
placed,  seemingly  with  supernatural  weight,  on  that 
national  emyem  which  it  had  been  his  pride  to  lower. 
His  eye  was  wandering  sternly,  but  understandingly, 
over  the  scene,  though  he  spoke  not,  nor  in  any  other 
manner  betrayed  the  deep  interest  he  felt  in  the  past. 
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At  his  side;  slrid  ncfarl J  within  the  circle  of  his  arm, 
i^tood  the  cowering  form  of  the  hoy  Roderick,  unpro- 
vided with  weapon,  ^is  garments  sprinkled  with 
blood,  his  eye  contracted,  wild,  and  fearful,  and  his 
face  pallid  as  those  in  whom  the  tide  of  life  had  just 
ceased  to  circulate. 

Here  and  there,  were  to  be  seen  the  wounded  cap- 
tives, still  Mullen  and  unconquered  in  spirit,  while 
many  of  their  scarcely  less  fortunate  enemies  lay  in 
their  blood,  around  the  deck,  with  such  gleamings  of 
ferocity  on  their  countenances  as  plainly  denoted 
that  the  current  of  their  meditations  was  still  run- 
ning  on  vengeance.  The  uninjured  and  the  slightly 
wounded,  of  both  bands,  were  already  pursuing 
their  different  objects  of  plunder  or  of  secretion. 

But,  so  thorough  was  the  discipline  established  by 
the  leader  of  the  freebooters,  so  absolute  his  power, 
that  blow  had  not  been  struck,  nor  blood  drawn, 
since  the  moment  when  his  prohibitory  mandate  was 
heard.  There  had  been  enough  of  destruction,  how- 
ever, to  have  satisfied  their  most 'gluttonous  longings, 
had  human  life  been  the  sole  object  of  the  assault. 
Wilder  felt  many  a  pang,  as  the  marble-like  features 
of  humble  friend  or  faithful  servitor  came,  one  aflcr 
another,  under  his  recognition ;  but  the  shock  was 
greatest  when  his  eye  fell  upon  the  rigid,  anj)  still 
frowning,  countenance  of  his  veteran  Commander. 

"  Captain  Heidegger,"  he  said,  struggling  to  main- 
tain the  fortitude  which  became  the  moment;  "the 
fortune  of  the  day  is  yours :  I  ask  mercy  and  kind- 
ness, in  behalf  of  the  survivors." 

"  They  shall  be  granted  to  those  who,  of  right,^ 
may  claim  them:  I  hope  it  may  be  found  that  all  are 
inchuled  in  this  promise." 

The  voice  of  the  Rover  was  solemn,  and  full  of 

meaning;  and  it  appeared  to  convey  more  than  the 

^^mple  import  of  the  words.     Wilder  might  have 

mused  long  ^nd  vainly,  however,  on  the  equivocal 
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planner  in  which  he  had  bei^n  aoswet^,  hud  not  ^ 
approach  of  a  bddy  of  4be  hostile  crew«»iuiioiig  whoni 
he  instantly  recognised  the  most  prominent  of  the 
late  mutineers  of  the  "  Dolphin,"  speedily  supplied  t 
clue  to  the  hiddi^n  meaning  of  their  leader*    . 

"  We  claim  the  execution  of  pur  ancient  lawsP' 
sternly  commenced  the  foremost  of  the  gang^  address- 
ing his  chief  with  a  hreviiy  and  an  air  of  fierceues9 
which  the  late  combat  might  well  hftve  gepa^ted,  if 
not  excused. 

"  What  would  you  have  ?" 

"  The  lives  of  traitors !"  wap  the  sollen  answer.  - 

"  You  know  &e  conditions  of  pur  service.  If  any 
such  are  in  our  power,  let  them  meet  their  fate,"    - 

Had  any  doubt  remained  in  the  mind  of  Wiklejf, 
as  to  the  meaning  of  the^se  teriible  claimants  of  jus- 
tice, it  would  have  vanished  at  the  sullen,  ominous 
manner  with  which  he  and  his  two  cpmpfiinionis 
were  immediately  draped  before  the  lawless  chief. 
Though  the  love  pf  life  was  strong  ^md  actively  bi^ 
breast,  it  was  not,  even  in  that  fearful  moment,  ex- 
hibited in  any  deprecating  or  unmanly  {orm,  I^ot 
for  an  instant  did  his  mi^d  waver,  or  his  thoughts 
wander  to  any  subt^fuge,  that  inight  prove  uawai- 
thy  of  his  profession  or  his  formei*  character.  One 
anxious,  inquiring  look  vtras  fastened  on  the  eye  of 
him  whose  power  alone  might  save  him.  He  wit- 
.  nessed  the  snort,  severe  struggle  of  regret  that  soft- 
ened the  rigid  muscles  of  the  Rover's  countenance^ 
and  then  he  saw  the  instant,  cold,  and  calm  compo- 
sure which  settled  on  eyery  (^fk^  of  its  disciplined 
lineaments.  He  l^f^ew,  at  once,  that  the  feelings  of 
"  the  man  wer:e  smothered  in  the  duty  of  the  chief, 
and  more  was  unnecessary  to  teaqh  him  the  qtte^ 
hopelessQess  of  his  condition.  Scorning  to  render 
his  state  degrading  by  useless  remonstrances,  the 
yputh  rerr^aiiied  where  his  accusers  bad  .$een  ^  to 
place  himf-rfir^,  mptip^lj^^s,  and  sileijit* 
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"  What  would  ye  have  ?"  the  Rover  was  ajt  length 
Jbeard  to  say,  in  a  voice  that  eVen  his  iron  nerves 
scarce  rendered  deep  and  full-toned  as  common. 
"  What  ask  ye  ?"  .  . 

"  Their  Hves !" 

"  I  understand  you ;  go ;  they  are  at  yonr  mercy." 
.  Notwithstanding  the  horrors  of  the  scene  through 
which  he  had  just  passed,  afid  that  high  and  lofty 
excitement  which  had  sustained  him  through  the 
'  fight,  the  deliberate,  solemn  tones  with  which  his 
judge  delivered  a  sentence  that  he  knew  consigned 
him  to  a  hasty  and  i^ominious  death,  shook  the 
frame  of  our  adventurer  nearly  to  insensibility.  The 
blood  recoiled  backward  to  his  heart,  and  the  sick- 
ening sensation  that  beset  his  brain  threatened  to  up^ 
set  his  reason.  But  the  shock  passed,  on  the  instant, 
leaving  him  erect,  and  seemingly  proud  and  firm  as 
ever,  and  certainly  with  no  evidence  of  mortal  weak- 
ness^  that  human  eye  could  discover. 

"For  myself  nothing  is  demanded,"  he  said,  with 
admirable  steadiness.  "I  know  your  self-enacted 
laws  condemn  me  to  a  miserable  fate ;  but  for  these 
ignorant,  confiding,  faithful  followers,  I  claim,  nay 
beg,  entreat,  implore  your  mercy;  they  knew  not 
what  they  did,  and'^-^  ^      - 

"  Speak  to  these !"  said  the  Rover,  pointing,  with 
an  averted  eye,  to  the  fiei;pe  knot  by  which  he  was 
surrounded :  "These  are  your  judges^  and  the  sole 
ministers  of  mercy." 

Strong  and  nearly  unconquerable  disgust  was  ap- 
parent in  the  manner  of  the  youth;  but,  with  a  mighty 
effort,  he  subdued  it,  and,  turning  to  the  crew,  con- 
tinued,— 

"  Then  even  to  these  will  1  humble  myself  in  peti- 
tions.    Ye  are  men,  and  ye  are  mairiners" — 

"  Away  with  him  1"  exclaimed  the  croaking  Night- 
ingale ;  "  he  preaches  !  away  with  him  to  the  yard- 
arm!  awayP^    '     .  ^ 
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H  Thie  ahrill^  long-drawn  windrbg  of  the  call  which 
the  callousi  boatswain  sounded  m  bittep  modkerjli 
.was  answered  by  ^n  echo,  from  twenty  Voices^  in 
%yhich  the  accents  of  nearly  as  many  tKtferent  people 
mingled  in  hoarse  discordancy,  as  they  shouted^ — 

**  To  tbe  yard-arm !  away  v^itb  the  three  I  away !" 

Wilder  ica^  a. last  glaneeof  tippeal  at  the  Rorer; 
but  he  met  no  4^o<3k^  in  r^turo^  from  a  face  that  was 
intentioEiftlly  aV^tecL  Then,  ii^ith  a  buraiag  brain, 
he  felt  himself  mdery  transferred  from  the  qjuarter- 
jdeck  into  the  centre^  and  less  privileged  pojrtidf^  of 
^e  ship.  The  violence  of  the  passage,  the  hurried 
•reeving  of  cordsi  and  aU  the  fearful  prepamtioos  of  a 
iliautical  oxei^utt^n,  appeared  bu:t  tbe  business  of  a 
jaaomeat,  to  him  who  stood  so  near  the  verge  of  time. 

^^  A  yellow  iUtg  for  puiBshment  r^  bawled  there- 
vengeful  captain  of  the  forecastle ;  ^^  let  the  gentle 
-Oiaii  sail  on  hiis  last  cruise,  under  the  rogue^SeosignlV 

"A  yellow  flag  I  a  yellow 'Bag!"  ech(>ed  twenty 
laiiwting  th^ats^  ^^down  with,  the  RovecV  ensign, 
land  up  with  the  ccdoura  of  the  prevot-marshal  I  A 
yeltow  flag!  8|  yellow  flag !'• 

The  hoarle  .laughter,  atid  mockii)g  merrimeai,^  with 
which  tiw  coars^  device  wa€^  received,  stirred  the  ire 
of  Fid,  who  had  submitted  in  sileace,  ao  far,  to  the 
rude  treatment  he  received,  for  no  other  reason  than 
that  h^  thotif^t  his  superior  was  the  best  qualified  to 
utter  tbe  Ultie  which  it  might  be  necessary  to  say. 

"  Avast,  ye  villains !"  he  hotly  exclaimed^  prudence 
and  moderation  Idsing  their  influence,  under  the  ex- 
citement of  scornAil anger ;  "ye  cut-throat,  hihberly 
villains !  That  ye  are  villains,  is  to  be  proved,  in  your 
teeth,  by  your  getting  your  sailing  orders  from  the 
4evil ;  and  that  ye  are  lubbers^  any  man  may  see  by 
the  fashion  in  which  ye  have  rove  this  card  about 
my  throat,  A  fine  jam  will  yfe  make  with  a  turn  in 
^QUf  wt^p)  fiut  ye^il  all  come  to  know  how  a  nriaa 
18  to  be  decently  hanged,  ye  rogues,  ye:  ^Iku  'Ye^U 


ail  come  honestly  by  the  knowledge,  in  your  day,  ye^ 
5?rill!"     . 

-  "  Clear  the  turn,  and  run  him  up !"  shouted  one, 
jtwb,  three  voices,  in  rapid  succession ;  "  a  clear  whip, 
and  a  swift  run  to  heaven  !" 

Happily  a  fresh  burst  of  riotous  clamour,  from  one 
of  the  hatchways,  interrupted  the  intention ;  and  then 
was  heard  the  cry  of, — 

•♦  A  priest !  a  priest !  Pipe  the  rogues  to  prayers^ 
before  they  take  their  dance  on  nothing !" 

The  ferocious  laughter  with  which  the  freebooters^ 
received  this  sneering  proposal,  was  hushed  as  sud- 
denly as  though  One  answered  to  their  mockery,  from 
that  mercy-seat  whose  power  they  so  sac  ri legion «ily 
braved, when  a  deep,  menacing  voice  was  heard  in 
their  niidst,  saying, — 

_  "  By  heaven,  if  touch,  or  look,  be  laid  too  boldly 
on  a  prisoner  in  this  ship,  he  who  offends  had  better 
beg  the  fate  ye  give  these  miserable  men,  than  meet 
my  anger.  Stand  off*,  I  bid  you,  and  let  the  chaplain 
approach !" 

Every  bold  hand  was,  instantly  withdrawn,  and 
each  profane  lip  was  closed  in  trembling  silence,  giv- 
ing thfe  terrified  and  horror-stricken  subject  of  their 
liberties  room  and  opportunity  to  advance  to  the 
scene  of  punishment. 

"  See,"  said  the  Rover,  in  calmer  but  still  deeply 
authoritative  tones ;  "  you  are  a  minister  of  God, 
and  your  office  is  sacred  charity :  If  you  have  aught 
to  smooth  the  dying  moment  to  fellow  mortal,  haste 
to  impart  it!" 

"In  what  have  these  offended?"  demanded  the 
divine,  when  power  was  given  to  speak. 

"  No  matter ;  it  is  enough  that  their  hbur  is  near ! 
If  you  would  lift  your  voice  in  prayer,  fear  nothing. 
The  unusual  sounds  shall  be  welcome  even  here. 
Ay,  and  these  miscreants,  who  so  boldly  surrouhd 
you,  shall  kneel,  and  be  mute,  as  beings  whose  souls 
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at  I  leave  you  in  pei^ce,  jgjv^  jet  one  ^Iffxii^ j^i^. 

ice  before  1  die.*'  .    * 

"To  what?" 

"  Promise,  that  they  who  came  with  me  into  yoai 
ship  shall  leave  it  unharmed,  and  speedily/* 

"Promise,  Walter,**  said  a  soleix»n,  smothered 
voicp,  m  tl^e  throng, 

"  I  db.^*  ' 

"  I  ask  no  more,-'— Now,  Reverend  Jtfinister  of  God^ 
perform  thy  holy  office,  near  my  companions.  Their 
ignorapce  may  profit  by  your  service.  If  I  quit  this 
brigl)t  and  glorious  scene,  without  thought  and  grati- 
tude to  that  Being  who,  I  humbly  trust,  has  made  m^ 
ah  heritor  of  still  greater  things,  I  offend  wittingly 
an(}  withouj:  hope.  But  these  may  find  consotatioQ 
in  your  prayers.** 

Aipid  an  awful  and  breathing  silence,  the  chaplain 
approached  the  devoted  companion^  of  Wilder. 
Their  comparative  insignificance  had  lefl  them  unob- 
served during  most  of  the  foregoing  scene ;  and  ma- 
terial changes  had  occurred,  unheeded,  in  their  situ- 
ation. Fid  was  3eated  on  the  deck,  his  collar  unbut- 
toned, his  neck  encircled  with  the  fatal  cord,  sustain- 
ing the  head  of  the  nearly  helpless  black,  which  he 
had  placed,  with  singular  tenderness  and  care,  in 
his  lap. 

"  This  man,  at  least,  will  disappoint  the  malice  of . 
his  enemies,**  said  the  divine,  taking  the  bard  hand 
of  the  negro  into  his  own  ;  "  the  termination  of  his,. 
wrongs  and  his  degradation  approaches;  he  will  sqm' 
be  far  beyond  the  reach  of  human  injustice. — Friend, 
by  what  name  is  your  companion  kno>vn?'*     \    ^ 

"  It  is  little  matter  how  yog  hail  a  dying  man.**  re- 
turned   Richard^  with    a  melancholy  shake  (H  ^|e, 
head.  "  He  has  commonly  been  'entered  on  the  shlp^f  ' 
books  as  Scipio  Africa,  coming,  as  he  did,  frqm  the 
coast  of  Guinea ;  but,  if  you  call  \iita  S*ip,  .fe/wij|, 
not  be  slow  to  understand  **  !     ,"  » 


-'^ths  he  kdii^k  fepflstt  t  Is  he  a  ChrisHan  t" 

**Jf  he  be  oot;i  don;^t  kiiow  who  the  devil  is!"[ 
i|t^pohded  Richard,  with  an  asperity  that  might  be 
deenrted  a  little  dnseasoiiibl6.  "  A  man  who  serves 
Gy^  country^  id  thi^  t6  his  messmate,  and  has  no  skulk 
about  him,  I  call  a  saint,  so  far  as  mere  religion  goes. 
1  ^ay,  Goinea,'  Ai^  heirty,  giv6  the  chaplain  a  g"P^ 
SftliS  Sat,  If  yoir  C*ll  youHeit  a  Christian.  A  Span^ 
kh  windlass^wouldn't  give  a  stronger  screw  than  the 
kituckies  of  that  tn^it  an  hour  ago ;  and,  now^  you 
4^  to  Vvhat  af  gJant  tlkj  be  bi'6iigbt." 

"  His  latter  momenf;  is  indeed  near.  Shall  I  oSer 
a  pratyel*  fbr  ffie  H^attW  of  ttidr  dej^arting  spirit  ?^  . 
»  "  I  d6n't  krtbv^,  I  ddn^t  knOWT*^^  ans\^'ered  f*id, 
^cilptng  hfe  words,  j^rid  Uttering  a  henri,  that  was  still 
Bee[^  and  pb^erful,"as  in  the  brightest  and  happiest 
df  Ms  days,  '*  Whcii  ther^  i6  so  little  time  given  to 
i  poibr  teuth^  id  rofeak  hik  nrtirld  in,  it  may  be  well  to 
ifet  hini  hav^  a  CMnte  to  do  most  of  the  talking. 
SMn^hihj^  ij^f  ^^rtie  uppermost  which  he  would 
iikeio ^nd  to  hik  frletRfs  in  Africa;  in  which  case, 
we  may  as  well  be  looking  out;  fbr  a  proper  messen- 
g6t  Itth!  wbat  is  tti,  boj^  1  You  see  he  is  already 
ti^yiri^  tt^^roV^  ibmetliing  up  out  o^  hi^  idea?.'*' 

^  Midj$<^r^'lj'id— he'm  take  a  coiliaf,"  said  th6  ^lact. 
«tT*dgg»4rt^  ftff  u^eWrite. 

*'^A^,  ary^**;  reftiVhed  Richard,  again  clearing  his 
fflrtat,arid  WAftinf^  tb  ffie  right  and  lefi  fiercely,  as 
if  he  were  seekjng  some  bbject  on  which  to  wreak 
h!i4  redgftihif^.  '  "  Aj^,  iy,  Guinea;  put  youi*  mind  at 
cS^  6il  tlftf  pbiiit:,  s^nd  for  that  matter  on  all  others. 
Y6u  sKaH  Kav^  a  grave  ^s  dtep  as  the  sea,  and  Chris- 
tfekv  baWal,  boy,  if  tWis  heie  j^ai'sOn  will  stand  by  his 
n^bifc  Any  small  message  you  may  have  for  your 
fri^d^  shairb^  lo^^d*  artd  put  in  tfie  way  of  coming 
td  thdi^  eafs. ,  Yoa  have^  had  much  foul  weather  \i\ 
ydur  tihl^,  Giiitacia^  feiitd'  some  squalls  have  whistled 
al^u^y(]f^  Hef^,  «at  tifslgtit  tkvW  b^n  spardd,  may 


hap,had  yoar  colour  beexi  a  j^dQ^Qi^^fl  ^ig^ 
For  that  matter,  if  may  be  t^tii  jiavf ;  Vg^e  ^j(oa 
down  a  little  too  close  myself,  boy,  wbep  pver-b^ted 
with  the  conceit  of  skin;  for  all  which  may  the  Lord 
forgive  me  as  freely  as  1  hope  you  will  do  the  same 
thin<r»"  '  '/'■"'.     ' 

The  negro  made  a  fruitless  eifort  to  rise»  cndeav-. 
ouring  to  grasp  the  hand  of  the  ofi^^T.^  j^jtog,  af .  ;hie 
did  so,—  . .  ♦  , 

^^  Misser  Fid  beg  a  pardon  of  a  black  m^p  !  S|(&8-, 
ser  aloft  forget  be^m  a")  misser  Richard  ;.t^  rinlc^eia 
no  more."  ' ;  -:i 

"It  will  be  what  1  call  a  d — M  g^^eipos , thiogi 
if  he  does,"  returned  Richard, :  whose  sorn^vrand 
whose  conscience  had  stirred  up  his  u|:^cputjl^  feeling 
to  an  extraordinary  degree.  "  There^s  the  ^^air  of 
slipping  ofTthe  wreck  of  the,9ijiuggiec  has  qey^r  ibfeQ 
properly  settled  at  ween  us,  neither  ;^ap<^nKjii>y, other 
small  services.of  like  nature,  fpr  wbipn,  d'y^(Sj^,trU 
just  thank  you,  while  there  is  ppportuiMtyf^f^no^ 
one  can  say  whether  we  shaj[l  \f^^^  <^^ . tforoe  ^igaiA 
on  the  sa me  ship's  books.^'  :   . , ;  ; , , ^,,    _..   .  ,    . 

A  feeble  sign  from  his  companion,  cav^e^^;  .tilie  top- 
man  to  pause,  while  he  endeavQuri^d  to  cap3|tfue  ito 
meaning  as  well  as  he  was  able^  t^ith  la  fec^iJUjitfaat 
was  in  some  degree  owing  to  the  ch^ajC^^  of  jtbein* 
dividual,  his  construotiop?  of  the  oiher'^  meaj^ingi^^was 
favourable  to  himself,  as  was  quite  ^)ri|ie|i^bj  tbi^ 
manner  in  which  he  resumed,— .      ,      ..  ;  > 

"Well,  well»  mayhap  we  may^  . I  s\ipppse.'t)iej 
birth  the  people  there  ip  so^e^uch  (i^er,|^f  i^  dope, 
here  below,  in  which  case  we  way  b^e^  put;  ivjtb^r 
hail.ing,  distance,  afler  all.  Qui:  3ailii:>g,j0rd9rB  ;anaf 
both  signed  ;  though,  as  you  seem  likely  to  slip  y^mr^ 
cable  before  these  thieves  are  read^  tQfr|ip,^in0.^«^ 
you  will  be  getting  the  besfeof  Jh^  wr^-  Xal^jii  W  * 
say  much  concernmg  any  signals  it  niay  liQ  nejPf^ssary , 
to  make,  ip  order  to  make  one  ^<^^,  ^>a|/^^ 
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ter^  iiarry<  w  accmht  of  ^he  ^k\l  a^rantag^  yea' 
riiay  hhve  iw  bang  tl^ef  first  to  shov€J  6ff^  intending* 
m^^  to  k^ep'8(9do9^a^'  p^anble  in  tfis^^ke,  vrhich 
wiH  give  Bie- the  twbfoM  advantage  €»f  knowing  V  am 
an  the  mght  taoicv  aud  of  fitllitig  in  with^  you^'— 

♦*  These  are'  evii  wotds{  afttd'  fatal  alifce  to  year* 
e>^ni  fotiire'  p«aee^  andr  td  tbad  ttf  rfSinr  t(nfortUi>ate^ 
friead^^ '  ifH^rm^ted^  th^er  dii^in^  ^^  H\&  n^liiante  must^ 
be  placed  orl  Cm&^  difibr^nt  iif  aU  hi^  dtttp]b\jitk^  from' 
J^owr  officer^  to  follow  whom,  or  to»  consult  whose' 
frail  coodue^  would  bles' ^he^  h^ii^  pf^  iiitidt)e^^.  Place' 
yont^£»tih'etl  ahotber*'--^-^ 

♦' If  I  do^  rfiay  I  be -^ — -"^ 

'-  Peac^'^  ^id'  Wilder,  *»  The  black  wotild  speaie 
Co  me*'*' 

SeipAo  had'  tnrbed  hli^^  lodks  in  the'  di recti o^  of  his 
Officer,  amdi  was  making  ati^ther  feebte  eflort  tbwaird^' 
extending'  hw  hand*  M  Wilder  placed  (he  member' 
within  the  gitasp  of  tbs  dying  n^gro,  th*  latter  suc- 
ceeded ini  feying  iti  on  hns  lip«,  and  then,  ^urishin^ 
with  m  cKumlirivce  movement  that  h^i^Ulean  arm 
Which- hie  hafd'^ lately  and  sc^  successfully  hriaindished' 
in  defence  of  his  master,  the  libfU  sti@<^h^d  and  fe)l, 
Ihengh  the  ey^-iptrll'conlinticd  their  affectionate  and 
gkmifg  gaols  en  that  countenaiice  he  tkd  s^  lon<^ 
fevied^andU  wiik^^  in  the  ifiidst  of  all  hi^lon<iKndurea 
wrongs^  had  ne^er  refused'  to  nieet  hi^  look  of  love 
in  kindness^  A  lowmtmiiar  foUbWfedtHiS  scene,  and' 
then  complaints  succeeded,  in  a  l^udefr  strain,  liir 
lodre  than  one  voiice  was  heacti  openly  muttering  its 
discoi^lient  that  vengeance  should  be  so  .^hg  delayed, 

"  Away  \rith  them  1"  shoiftcfd  ati  i?l-«m^rted  voice^ 
firom  the  throng.  "  Intia  the  sea  with  thte  ciarcass,  ahrf 
up  with  the  Irving,"" 

*' Avast  P'  burst  owt  of  thd  cbc?stef  Fid,  With  arf 
awfulness  and  depth  that  stayed  eVisfn  the  darit^ 
moretifen^oe-  tbat  Uf^^^tdommt    «"  Wtfb  dsffetp 
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cast  a  seiaman  mto  the' briiie^  ^vvlth/^ttm  "djteg^^^  loiflt 
standing  in  his  lights,  aad  his.  last  words  still* ?it^  low 
messmate's  ears  ?  Ha  !  would  je  stoker  the  §ns  o£' 
a  man  as  ye  would  pin  «  lobsler^s  claw  I  Th»t-for 
your  fastenings  and  jour  lubberly  knots  lo^herl" 
The  excited  topman  snapped  the4in^  bj  which  his 
elbows  had  been  imperfectly  secjuredv^^U^^j^^ak^ 
iug,  and  immediately  lashed  the  body  of  the  blacks 
his  own,  though  his  words  received  no  interniptioB: 
from  a  process  that  was  execiited  with  all  a  BeaBian'« 
dexterity.  "  Where  was  the  roan  in  your  lubb^y 
crew  that  could  Ipy  upon  a  yard  with  this  here  blacky 
or  haul  upon  a  lee-earhig,  while  he  held  the  weatlier- 
line?  Could  any  one  of  ye  all^ive  up  his  ratioilsf id 
order  that  a  sick  messmate  might  fare  the  better?  or 
work  a  double  tide,  to  spare  the  weak  arm  of  a  friend  ? 
Show  me  one  who  had  as  little  dodge  linder  fire,  as 
a  sound  mainmast,  and  I  will  show  you  all^  that  is  left 
of  his  better.  And  now  sway  upon  your  whip,  and 
thank  God  that  the  honest  eiid'goes  up,  while  the 
rogues  are  suffered  to  keep  their  footing  for, a  lime." 

"  Sway  away  !'■  ochoed  I^ightingale^aec^ndkig  the 
hoarse  sounds  of  his  voice  by  the  winding  of  his  calli 
"away  with  them  to  hjeaYen."     .:;  ■<  - 

"Hold!"  exclaimed  the  chapliiif),  happUy  afrest^ 
ing  the  cord  before  it  had  yet  done  its  fatal  office. 
"  For  His  sake,  whose  mer^y  may  ope  day  be  needed 
by  the  mosfc  hardened  of  ye  all,  give ^but  another  mo>- 
ment  of  time !  What  mean  these  wordis  [  read  1  aright  I 
'  Ark,  of  Lynnhavep !:' "  *  ^  ^ 

.  "Ay,  ay,"  said  Richard,  loosening  the  rope  a  lifet 
tie,  in  order  to  speak  with  greater  freedom^  and  trans- 
ferring the  last  morsel  of  the  weed  from  his  box  to 
his  mouth,  as  he  answered  ;  "  seeing  you  are  an  ^t 
scholar,  no  wonder  you  make  it  out  so  easily,  though 
written  by  a  hand  that  was  always  better  with  a 
roarling-spike  than  a  quill."  '7 

"B«^  whence  cam«  the  wordi?  iuid  whj^joof 


bear  ti^eiiamedvtbus  wrUtei^  ifldeKblf  iB^>rtieilnn  ? 
Patience,  men  I  monsters  f  demons!  Would  ye  de- 
prive the  dying  man  of  even  a  minute  of  that  pre- 
cious time  whkh  becomes  so  dear  to  all,  as  life  is 
tatvingusl" 

r  ^*  Give  yet  another  imnote!"  said  a  deep  voice 
from  behtrid^  < 

•  ** Whence  confie  the  words,  I  ask?"  again  the  chap- 
foil^  demanded. 

'^  They  are  neither  more  nor  less  than  the  manner 
k)  which  a  circumstance  was  logged,  which  is  now  of 
no  con^quence,  seeing  that  th6  cruise  is  nearly  up 
with  all  who  are  chiefly  concei^ned.  The  black  spoke 
of  the  collar;  but,  then,  he  thought  1  might  be  stay- 
ing in  port,  while  he  was  drifting  between  heaven 
and  earth,  in  search  of  his  last  mooring&.** 

"  is  there  aught,  here,  that  I  should  know?"  inter- 
Ttrpted  the  eager,  tremulous  voiee  of  Mrs  Wyllys. 
"  O  Merton!  why  these  questions?  Has  my  yearl- 
ing i}een  prophetic  ?  Does  natuf^  give  so  mysterious 
a  warning  of  its' claim  I "•  . 

"  Hush,  d^ai'est  Madam!  your  thoughts  wander 
from  probabilities^ and  my  faculties  become  confused, 
ii^^  Ark,  of  ILynnhaven,'  was  the  name  of  an  estate 
In  the  inlands,  belonging  to  a  near  and  dear  friend, 
and  it  was  the  place  where  I  received,  and  whence  I 
^ent  to  die  main,  flie^  precto^s  trust  you  confided  to 
my  care.     But" 

"Say  on!"  exclaimed  the  lacly,  rushing  madly  i 
front  of  Wilder,  and  seizing  the  cord  which,  a  mo- 
ment before,  had  been  tightened  nearly  to  his  de- 
struction, stripping  it  from  his  throat,  with  a  sort  of 
supernatural  dexterity :  "  It  was  not,  then,  the  name 
of  a  ship  ?" 

"  A  ship !  surely  not.  But  what  mean  these 4iopes  ? 
— ^these  fears?" 

"The  collar?  the  collar?  speak;  what  of  that 
cdkr?" 
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^'  It  iheabs  M  great  fliitigsi  >  sbw,)  unr  Ibaid^^  ii!sf 
-turned  Fid<,  Very  cooHy'ptactiig  him^^  in  .tibe  mibH 
x^onditibn  wWiWer,  by- profiting  by  tfie  N>erty  oChw 
aransi  and-  loosening  'us  on^n  B^k  firom  tfaehalleri^ 
notwithstanding  a  m<  vement  made  by  '^Bne  of  the 
people  to  prevent  if;  wbicii  was^^o'^v^  ateid  by  a 
look  from  their  leader^s  eyes.  ^^  I  will  fir^  cast'  loeee 
thiflf  hefe  i^pe(  Bei^g  that  it  is '  neither  ^deeeiit,  nor 
safe,  for  an  ignorant  man,  like  me,  to  ^oterinto  mclk 
uaknowA  navigation,  a4iead>of  Mif  ^fficert  The  col- 
lar was  jviBt  t^.  neeklae^  of  the  dogt  whicb  is  here 
to  be  seen  on  the  ariti  orf*  popr  Gainea,  who^wais,  ia 
most  r0spQC(s<y  e'  nfan  fer  whose  e<]ua)  one  might  long 
look  irt  Tdin." 

"Read  ity^^  ekiid  the  governess, a  fihn^assing  be^ 
fore  her  own  eyes ;  *^^  r^d  it,^^  sh^  added«  ndotioning^ 
with  a  qviivenn^  .haind,  to  tlie  di^^ine  to  perus^  the 
inscription,  that  wias  distinetly  legible  on  itie  plate 
of  brass. 

"  Holy  Dispenseii  of  good!  wlvit  i^  this  I  see? 
*  Neptune,  the  property  of  Paul  d^^Laicey  V  '^ 

A  loud>  cry  bprst  (roxit  thie  Upaof  tbie  govelmess ; 
her  hands  were  clasped  one  sijigle  instant  upward, 
in  that  thanksgiving  whioh  oppre&^sed  bet  soUlvaAd 
then,  as  recollection  returned.  Wilder  ^yaa -  pressed 
fondly,  fri^ntickly  to  her' bosprn^  while  her  voice  was 
beard  to  say^  in  fbe  p^eingf  toaes  of  allf^ovrerful 
nature, — 

"My  childl  nay  child  l-^Yoa  v«rill  not — cannot — 
dare  not,  rob  a  long-stricken.  ao4  bereave  mother 
of  her  otfepriog.  Give  Irte  back  my'soi*,  my  noble 
son  !  and  I  will  weary  Heaven  With  prayers  i»  youi 
behalf.  Ye  are  brave^aifti-cannot  be  deaf  to  n^ercyi 
Ye  are  men,  who  have  lived  in  constafnt  view  of 
God's  majesty,  and  will  no?t  refuse  to  listen  to  this 
evidence  of  his  pleasure.  Give  me  my  childl  and  I 
yield  all  else/  He  isr^oF  a  i*aee  long*  honoared  upon 
the  seas,  and  no  mariner  will  be  de^to  hi^  ¥:tej^9ie> 


The  widow  of  de  Lacey,  the  daughter  of 


cries  for  mercy.  Their  united  hlood  is  in  his  veins, 
and  it  will  not  be  spilt  by  you!  A  mother  bows  her- 
self to  the  dust  before  you,  to  ask  mercy  for  her  off 
spring..    Oh!  give  me  my  child !  my  child!" 

As  the  words  of  the  petitioner  died  upoii  the  ear 
a  stillness' settled  on  th^  place,  that  might  have  been 
likened  to  the  holy  calm  which  the  entrance  of  bet- 
ter feelii^  leaves  i^ppa  the  soul  of  the  sinner.  The 
^ifn  freebooters  regai^ded  eficb  other  in  doubt;  the 
workings  of  nature  manifesting  themaelves  in  the 
gleamiqj|s  of  even  their  stern  and  hfirdeped  visages^ 
Still,  the  desire  for  vengeance  had  gojttoofirm  a  hold 
of  their,  minds  -to  be  dispossessed  at  a  word.  The 
result  would  y^t  hav^  fc^^en  doubtful,  had  pot  one 
suddenly  re-appes^red  in  their  midst  who  never  or- 
dered in  vain ;  and.  who  knew  how  to  guide,  to  quell, 
^r  to  ;m(^nt  and  traix^le~jon  ^  tibeii*  hun^ours,  as  hJ3 
own  pleasure  dictated.  For  half  a  minute,  he  look&d 
around  hiip,  his  eye  still  following  the  circle,  which 
receded  as  be  gazed,  until  ev^n  those  longest  accus- 
^pmed  to  yield  tp.bis^  will  be^n  to  wonder  at  the  ex- 
traordinary asp^  in  which  it  was  now  exhibited* 
'the  ga?e  waa  wild  and  bewildered ;  and  the  fac9 
pallid  as  that  pf  the  petitioning  mothen  Three  time» 
djd  the  lips  sever,  before  spund.  issued  from  the  cav'^ 
erns  of  his  chest  ;r  tl^eo  arose^  pj^  the  attentive  ears 
of  the  breathless  and  listening  crowd,  a  voice  that 
seemedi  equally  charge4  yf^ih  inward  emotion  and 
high  autl^rity^  With  a  haii^ty  gesture  of  the  hand^ 
^i^  a.  manner  that  lyas  too  well  uoderstdod  to  be 
mistaken^  he  said^^rf. 

"Disperse I  Ye  know  my  justice];  but  ye  know. 
I  wijl  be  oheyi^d. '  My  pleasure  shall  be  known  to« 


morr^^.V 


CHAPTER  XVi. 

**Thi8i«h6; 

.  Who  kalSi  a^nhhn  still  tlfdiiBiiaralBt^iljp's 
It  was  wise  Nalare*8  end  in  the  donat^pn,, 
T6  b6  hi>  evidence  noiR^.^-^-^S^A^u^i^ 

Th  At  inoiTOw  c^me ;  afld,  #kfe  it,  ati  enfire  charigeJ 
in  the  scewe  and  c^rttct^r  6f  oar  fate.  Th€5  "  Dol^ 
phin"  and  the  "Dart^-w^tii  sailiiig  in  aiiiity,  side  b¥ 
side  ;  the  tetter  agaii^  bearing  the  eni^^  6f  &i^n^ 
*nd  thcf  fortner  carrying  a  ft&ed  giiff.  The  frgariesr 
of  the  gust,  and  the  combat,  bad  so  fkr  been  repsrt i^d, 
that,  to  a  coitifAon  eye,  each  ^Hant  Vesslel  ifTafs  ^if^ 
prepared,  equally  tdf  eneourtlei^  the^  haza!»d4  or  the^ 
ocean  or  of  wamre.  A  Kwig,  Wae,  haizy  streak,  to^ 
the  north,  prOclaiWied  the  ^roxfUnity  of  the  land  {  amf 
iome  three  orfout*  Kg^^d^sferi  of  that  i*^ion,'^bich* 
were  sailing  nigh,  anfiounfced-  ho\v  Irttle  W  hostiHff 
existed  in  the  present  purpb^ei^  ef  the  ffieebdolett. 

What  those  designs  were,  hi6rwe▼e^,  Still  li^tnahietf 
a  s^ret^  b«ri\ftd  in  the  bosoiti  df  the  Rovi^i*  ifbrtd; 
Doubt^  wonder,  atiS  dist^st  t<refre,  ea^diini  its  ttawr, 
1»  be^traeed,  notify  in  the  futures  of  Ws  caipK^e^^ 
hot  rn  tho^  of  his  own  dreW.  ThWiig^bttt  Ar^ 
whole  of  the  long  night,  which  had  iste^ce^^ed  th^ 
Events'  of  the  imipot'tatt  day  jubt  pa^v  h^  hawi  tieeh 
fiteen  to  paoe  iWp»6p  Ih  broo^Rr^  silei^(t*ii.  'ht€  \W 
tie  he  had"  uttered  W^aritterdy  to  dirct?t*Hife  iUbv^i^ 
ment^of  the  vefeKel;  ffnd  whfeft  an)^  v^t^red,  w4fl» 
other  design,  to  approach  his  perserv,  a  slgn^  tfitff  none^ 
tfe^redflrt^d  to  disregitd,' s«6cm^  liim  tlie^  d^litiidfe  he^ 
wished;  Onde  or  twi^,  indeed^  th^  tw^  Rod^iek^ 
was  seen  hovering  at  his  elbow,  but  it  was  as** ^*kiai^" 
dian  spirit  would  be  fancied  to  linger  near  the  object 
of  its  care,  unobtrusively,  and,  it  might  almost  be 
added,  invisible.     When,  however,  tl|||ypn   came 


burnislied  and  glorious,  out  of  the  i^raters  of  the  east^ 
a  gun  was  fired,  to  bring  a  coaster  to  the  side  of  the 
"Dolphin ;"  and  theff  it  seemed  that  the  curtain  was 
to  be  raised  on  the  closing  scene  of  the  drama.  With 
his  crew  assembled 'on  the  deck  beneath,  and  the 
principal  personages  among  his  captives  beside  him 
on  the  poop,  the  Rover  addressed. the  former. 

"  Years  haye  united  us  by  a  common  fortune,"  he 
said :  "  We  have  long  been  submissive  to  the  same 
laws.  If  I  have  been  prompt  to  punish,  1  have  been 
ready  to  obey.  You  cannot  chaise  me  with  injus- 
tice. But  the  covenant  is  now  ended.  I  take  back 
my  pledge,  and  I  return  you  your  faiths.  Nay,  frown 
not — hesitate  not — murmur  not !  I'he  compact  ceas- 
es, and  our  laws  are  ended.  Such  were  the  condi- 
tiojis  of  the  service.  I  give  you  your  liberty,  and 
little  do  I  c^aim  in  return.  That  you  need  have  no 
grounds  of  reproach,  I  bestow  my  treasure.  See," 
he  added,  raising  that  bloody  ensign  with  which  he 
had  so  often  braved  the  power  of  the  nations,  and 
exhibiting  beneath  it  sacks  of  that  metal  which  has 
so  long  governed  the  world  ;  "  see  !  This  was  mine  ; 
it  is  now  yours.  It  shall  be  put  in  yonder  coaster ; 
there  I  leave  you,  to  bestow  it,  yourselves,  on  those 
you  may  deem  most  worthy.  Go  ;  the  land  is  near. 
Disperse,  for  your  own  sakes :  Nor  hesitate;  for, 
without  me,  well  do  ye  know  that  vessel  of  the  King 
would  be  your  master.  The  ship  is  already  mine ; 
of  all  the  rest,  1  claim  these  prisoners  alone  fpr  my 
portion.     Farewell !" 

Silent  amazement  succeeded  this  unlooked-for  ad-^ 
dress.  There  was,  indeed,  for  a  moment,  some  dispo- 
sition to  rebel;  but  the  measures  of  the  Rover  had 
been  too  well  taken  for  resistance.  The  "Dart"  lay 
on  their  beam,  with  her  people  at  their  guns,  match- 
es lighted,  and'a  heavy  battery.  Unprepared,  with- 
aut  a  leader,  and  surprised,  opposition  would  have 
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been  madness.  The  fiir^t  dstoiiisKmi^iJt'dad  isdkrcei 
abated,  before  each  freebooter  rushed  \o  secure  bii 
ind'rvidual  effects,  and  to  transfer  them  to  the  deck 
of  the  coaster.  When  all  but  the  crew  of  a  sfngle^ 
boat  had  left  the  "  Dolphin,^'  the  promised  gold  was 
sent,  and  then  the  loaded  craft  was  seen  hastily  seek- 
ing the  shelter  of  some  secret  creek.  During  this 
scene,  the  Rover  had  again  been  silent  as  death.  He 
next  turned  to  Wilder;  and,  making  a  mighty  but 
successful  effort  to  still  his  feelings,  he  added, — 

"Now  must  we,  too,  part.  I  commend  my  wound- 
ed to  your  care.  They  are  necessanly  with  your 
sui^eons.  I  know  the  trust  I  give  you  will  not  be 
abused." 

"  My  word  is  the  pledge  of  their  safety,^  returned 
the  young  de  Lacey. 

"  1  believe  you. — Lady,"  he  added,  approaching 
the  elder  of  the  females,  with  an  air  in  which  earn- 
estness and  hesitation  strongly  contended,  "  if  a  pro- 
scribed and  guilty  man  may  still  address  you,  grant 
yet  a  favour." 

"  Name  it ;  a  mother's  ear  can  never  be  deaf  to 
him  who  has  spared  her  child." 

"  When  you  petition  Heaven  for  that  child,  then, 
forget  not  there  is  another  being  who  may  still  profit 
by  your  prayersT — No  more. — And  now,^'  he  con- 
tinued, looking  about  him  like  one  vvho  was  deter- 
mined to  be  equal  to  the  pang  of  the  moment,  however 
difficult  it  might  prove,  and  surveying,  with  an  eye 
of  painful  regret,  those  naked  decks  whicti  Were  ?o , 
lately  teeming  with  scenes  of  life  and  revelry;  "and 
now — ay — now  we  part  I  The  boat  awaits  you. "^ 

Wilder  had  ^oon  seen  his  mother  and  Gertrude  r 
into  the  pinnace;  but  he  still  lingered  on  the  dieck 
himself. 

"  And  you  P'  he  said,  "  what  will  become  of  yout" 

"  I  shall  sKortly  be — forgotten. — Adieu  !** 


The  manner  in  which  the  Raver  spoke  forbade 
delay.  The  young  man  hesitatjed,  squeezed  his  hand, 
and  left  him. 

W^n  Wilder  found  himself  restored  to  his  proper 
vessel,  of  .which  the  death  of  Bignall  had  left  him  in 
command,  he  immediately  issued  the  order, to  fill  her 
sails,  and  to  steer  for  the  nearest  haven  of  his  coun- 
try. So  long  as  sight  could  read  the  movements  of 
the  man  who  remained  on  the  decks  of  the  "  Dol- 
phin," not  a  look  was  averted  from  the  still  motion- 
less object.  She  lay,  with  her  maintop-sail  to  the 
mast,  stationary  as  some  beautiful  fabric  placed  there 
by  fairy  power,  till  lovely  in  her  proportions,  and 
perfect  in  all  her  parts.  A  human  form  was  seen 
swiftly  pacing  her  poop,  and,  by  its  side,  glided  one 
who  looked  like  a  lessened  shadow  of  that  restless 
figure.  At  length  distance  swallowed  these  indis- 
tinct images;  and  then  the  eye  was  wearied,  in  vain, 
to  trace  the  internal  movements  of  the  distant  ship. 
But  doubt  was  soon  ended.  Suddenly  a  streak  of 
flame  flashed  from  her  decks,  springing  fiercely  from 
sail,  to  sail.  A  vast  cloud  of  smoke  broke  out  of  the 
hull,  and  then  came  the  deadened  roar  of  artillery. 
To  this  succeeded,  for  a  time,  the  awful,  and  yet  at- 
tractive, spectacle  of  a  burning  ship.  The  whole 
was  terminated  by  an  immense  canopy  of  smoke, 
and  an  explosion  that  caused  the  sails  of  the  distant 
"  Dart"  to  waver,  as  though  the  winds  of  the  trades 
were  deserting  their  eternal  direction.  When  the 
cloud  had  lifted  from  the  ocean,  an  empty  waste  of 
water  was  seen  beneath ;  and  none  might  mark  the 
spot  where  so  lately  had  floated  that  beautiful  speci- 
men of  human  ingenuity.  Some  of  those  who  as- 
cended to  the  upper  masts  of  the  emiser,  and  were 
aided  by  glasses,  believed,  indeed,  they  could  discern 
a  solitary  speck  upon  the  sea;  but  whether  it  was 
a  boat,  or  some  fragment  of  the  wreck,  was  never 
known. 

Vot.  II.  ^  y. 


X. 


From  tfiat  time^  the  ^story  of  the  dreaded  JRied 
Rover  became  gradually  lost,  in  the  fre^er  incidenh 
of  those  eventful  seas.  But  the  mariner,  long  after 
was  known  to  shorten  the  watches  of  the  night,  by 
recounting  scenes  of  mad  enterprise  that  were  thought 
to  have  occurred  under  hit  auspices.  Rumour  did 
not  fail  to  embellish  and  pervert  them,  until  the  real 
character,  and  even  name,  of  the  individual  were 
confounded  with  the  actors  of  other  atrocities. 
Scenes  of  higher  and  more  ennoblin'g  interest,  too, 
were  occulting  on  the  Western  Continent,  to  efface 
the  circumstances  of  a  legend  that  many  deemed  wild 
and  improbable.  The  British  colonies  of  North 
America  had  revoked  against  the  government  of  the 
Crown,  and  a  weary  war  was  bringing  the  contest  to 
a  successful  issue.  Newport,  the  opening  scene  of 
this  tale,  had  been  successively  occupied  bj  the  arms 
of  the  Kins,  and  by  those  of  that  monarch  who  had 
sent  the  chivalry  of  his  nation  to  aid  in  stripping  his 
rival  of  her  vast  possessions. 

The  beaistiful  haven  had  sheltered  hostile  fleets, 
and  the  peaceful  villas  had  often  rung  with  the  mer* 
riment  of  youthful  soldiers.  More  than  twenty  years, 
after  the  events  just  related,  had  been  added  to  tb^ 
long  record  of  time,  when  the  island  town  M^itnessed 
the  rejoicings  of  another  festival.  The  allied^ forced 
had  compelled  the  most  enterprising  leader  of  the 
British  troops  to  yield  himself  and  army  captives  to 
their  numbers  and  skill.  The  struggle  was  believed 
to  be  over,  and  the  \yorthy  townsmen  had,  as  usual, 
been  loud  in  the  manifestations  of  their  pleasure. 
The  rejoicings,  however,  ceased  with  the  Ay ;  and, 
as  night  gathered  over  the  place,  the  little  city  was 
resuming  its  customary  provincial  tranquillity.  A 
gallant  frigate,  whidi  lay  in  the  very  «pot  where  the 
vessel  of  the  Roter  has  first  been  &een,  bad  already 
lowered  the  gay  assembllige  of  friendly  eosignsi 
which  had  been  spread  in  the  usua!^  order  of  a  gala 
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day.  A  flag  of  interminglQd  colours,  and  bearing  a 
constellation  of  bright  and  nstng  stars,  alone  was 
floating  at  her  gaff.  Just  at  t\m  monnent,  another 
cruisct,  but  one  of  far  less  magnitude,  was  seen  en- 
tering the  roadstead,  bearing  also  the  fpiendly  ensign 
of  the  new  States.  Headed  by  the  tide^  and  deserted 
by  the  breeze,  she  soon  dropped  an  anchor,  in  the 
pass  between  Connanicut  and  Rhodes,  when  a  boat 
was  seen  making  for  the  inner  harbour,  impelled  by 
the  arms  of  six  powerful  rowers*  As  the  barge  ap- 
proached a  retired  and  lonely  wharf,  a  solitary  ob- 
server of  its  movements  was  enabled  to  see  that  it 
contained  a  curtained  litter,  and  a  single  female  form. 
Before  the  curiosity  which  such  a  sight  would  be  apt 
to  create,  in  the  breast  of  one  Kke  the  spectator 
mentioned,  had  time  to  exercise  itself  in  conjectures, 
the  oars  were  tossed,  the  boat  had  touched  the  piles, 
and,  borne  by  th^  seamen,  the  litter,  attended  by  the 
woman,  stood  before  him* 

"  Tell  me,  I  pray  you,"  said  a  voice,  in  whose 
tones  grief  and  resignation  were  singularly  combined, 
"  if  Captam  Henry  de  Lacey,  of  the  continental 
marine,  has  a  resicfence  in  this  town  of  Newport?" 

"  That  has  he,"  answered  the  aged  man  addressed 
by  the  female;  "  tliat  has  he;  or,  as  one  might  say, 
two;  since  yonder  frigate  is  no  less  his  than  the 
dwelling  on  the  hill,  iust  by." 

**  Thou  art  too  old  to  point  us  out  tjie  way;  but, 
if  grandchild,  or  idler  of  any  sort,  be  near,  here  is  ; 
silver  to  reward  him." 

"  Lord  help  you,  Lady!"  returned  the  other^  cast- 
ing an  oblique  glance  at  her  appearance,  as  a  sort  of 
salvo  for  the  term,  and  pocketing  the  trifling  prece 
she  offered,  with  singular  care ;  "  Lord  help  you. 
Madam!  old  though  I  am, and  something  worn  down 
by  hardships  and  marvellous  adventures,  both  by  sea 
and  land,  yet  will  I  gladly  do  so  small  an  oiBce  for 


956  TBS  MMD  moirss. 

one  of  yoar  cooditicHi.     Follow,  and  70Q  dull  see 
ths^oar  pilot  is  not  altogether  ooosed  to  the  patfa.^ 

The  old  mao  tomed,  and  was  leading  the  waj  off 
the  wharf,  even  before  he  had  completed  the  "asso- 
raoce  of  bis  boasted  abilitj.     The  seamen  and  the 
female  followed ;  the  latter  walking  sorrowfiiUj  and  ' 
in  silence  bj  the  side  of  tbe  litter. 

**  If  yoo  bare  need  of  refreshment,**  said  their 
ffaide,  pointing  over  his  shoulder,  ^  yonder  is  a  well- 
Known  inn,  and  one  mach  frequented  in  its  time  b]r 
marinerB.  Neighbour  Joram  and  the  ^  Foul  Anchor^ 
have  had  a  reputation  in  their  day,  as  well  as  die 
p-eatest  warrior  in  the  land;  and,  dK>iigh  honest  Joe 
18  gathered-in  for  the  general  harvest,  the  house  stands 
as  firm  as  the  day  he  first  entered  it  A  goodly  end 
he  made,  and  profitable  is  it  to  the  weak-minded  sin- 
ner to  keep  such  an  example  before  his  eyes  V* 

A  low,  smothered  sound  issued  from  the  litter 
but,  though  the  guide  stopped  to  listen,  it  was  sue 
ceeded  by  no  other  evidenc-e  of  the  character  of  its 
tenant. 

"  The  sick  man  is  in  suffering,"  he  resumed  ;  "  but 
bodily  pain,  and  all  afflictions  which  we  sufier  in  the 
flesh,  must  have  their  allotted  time.  I  have  lived  to 
see  seven  bloody  and  cruel  wars,  of  which  this, 
which  now  rages,  is,  I  -humbly  trust,  to  be  the  last 
Of  the  wonders  which  I  witnes^sed,  and  the  bodily 
dangers  which  I  compassed,  in  the  sixth,  eye  ha& 
never  beheld,  nor  can  tongue  utter,  their  equal!'* 

"  Time  hath  dealt  hardly  by  you,  friend,'*'  meekly 
interrupted  the  female.  "  This  gold  may  add  a  few 
more  comfortable  days  to  those  that  are  already 
past" 

The  cripple,  for  their  conductor  was  lame  as  well 
as  aged,  received  the  offering  with  gratitude,  app^ 
rently  too  much  occupied  in  estimating  its  amount, 
to  give  any  more  of  his  immediate  attention  to  the 
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discourse.    In  flie  deep  sileace  that  succeeded,  th« 
party  reached  the  door  of  the  villa  they  sought. 

It  was  now  night;  the  short  twilight  of  the  season 
having  disappeared,  while  the  bearers  of  Ihe  htter 
had  been  ascending  the  hill.  A  loud  rap  was  given 
on  the  door  by  the  guide ;  and  then  he  was  told  that 
his  services  were  no  longer  needed. 

"  I  have  seen  much  and  hard  service,''  he  replied 
*'  and  well  do  I  know  that  the  prudent  mariner  does 
not  dismiss  the  pilot,  until  the  ship  is  safely  moored. 
Perhaps  old  Madam  de  Lacey  is  abroad^  or  the  Cap- 
tain himself  may  not''-^ 

"  Enough ;  here  is  one  who  will  answer  all  our 
questions." 

The  portal  was  now,  in  truth,  opened ;  and  a  man 
appeared  on  its  threshold,  holding  a  light.  The  ap- 
pearance of  the  porter 'was  not,  however,  of  the 
most  encouraging  aspect.  A  certain  air,  which  can 
neither  be  assumed  nor  gotten  rid  of,  proclaimed  him 
a  son  of  the  ocean,  while  a  wooden  limb,  which 
served  to  prop  a  portion  of  his  still  square  and  ath- 
letic body,  sufficiently  proved  he  was  one  who  had 
not  attained  the  experience  of  his  hardy  calling  with- 
out some  bodily  risk.  His  countenance,  as  he  held 
the  light  above  his  head,  in  order  to  scan  the  persons 
of  the  groupe  without,  was  dogmatic,  scowling,  and 
a  little  fierce.  He  w{\s  not  long,  however,  in  recog- 
nizing the  cripple,  of  whom. he  unceremoniously  de- 
manded the  object  of  what  he  was  pleased  to  term 
"  such  a  night  squall." 

"Here  is  a  wounded  mariner,". returned  the  fe- 
male, with  tones  so  tremulous  that  they  instantly 
softened  the  heart  of  the  nautical  Cerberus,  "  who  is 
come  to  claim  hospitality  of  a  brother  in  the  service, 
and  shelter  for  the  night.  We  would  speak  with 
Captain  Henry  de  Lacey." 

"Then  you  have  struck  soundings  on  the  right 
coast,  Madam,"  returned  the  tar,  "as  master  Paul, 
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hti^  will  say  in  Ae  D«ine  of  fais  &itfae^,  na^'|€M»  ttiin 

in  that  of  the  sweet  lady  his  mother ;  notforgetti^ 
old  madam  his  grandam,  who  is  no  fresh- water  fish 
herself,  for  that  matter." 

"  That  he  will,"  said  a  fine,  manly  youth  of  some 
seventeen  years,  who  wore  the  attire  of  one  who 
was  already  in  training  for  the  seas,  and  who  was 
looking  curiously  over  the  shoulder  of  the  elderly 
seaman.  "  1  will  acquaint  my  father  <rf  the  visit, 
and,  Richard — do  you  seek  out  a  proper  hirth  for 
our  guests,  without  delay." 

This  order,  which  was  given  with  the  air  of  one 
who  had  been  accustomed  to  act  for  himself,  and  to 
speak  with  authorify,  was  instantly  obeyed.  The 
apartment,  selected  by  Richard,  was  the  ordinary 
parlour  of  the  dwelling.  Here,  in  a  few  moments, 
the  litter  was  deposited;  -the  bearers  were  then  dis- 
missed, and  the  female  only  was  lefl,  with  its  tenant 
and  the  rude  attendant,  who  had  not  hesitated  to  give 
them  so  frank  a  reception.  The  latter  busied  him- 
self in  trimming  the  lights,  and  in  replenishing  a  bri^t 
wood  fire;  taking  care,  at  the  same  time,  that  no  un- 
necessary vacuum  should  occur  in  the  discoui^e,  to 
render  the  brief  interval,  necessary  for  the  appear- 
ance of  his. superiors,  tedious.  During  this  state  of 
things  an  inner  door  was  opened,  the  youth  already 
-named  leading  the  way  for  the  three  principal  per- 
sonages of  the  mansion. 

First  came  a  middle-aged,  athletic  man,  in  the  na- 
val undress  of  a  Captain  of  the  new  States.  His  look 
was  calm,  and  his  step  was  still  firm,  though  time^^ 
and  exposure  were  beginning  to  sprinkle  his  Kead 
with  gray.  He  wore  one  arm  in  a  sling,  a  proof  that  v 
his  service  was  still  recent;  on  the  other  leaned  a^ 
Jady,  in  whose  matronly  mien,  but  still  blooming 
cheek  and  bright  eyes,  were  to  be  traced  most  of  th^' 
lipened  beauties  of  her  sex.  Behind  them  followed 
%  thirdy  a  female  also,  whose  step  w^s  less  elastic, 
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^twhbse  person  ceHttoued  to  exlaibit  tl»  evidences 
of  a  peaceful  evening  to  the  troubled  day  of  life. 
The  three  courteously  saluted  the  stranger,  delicately 
refrdining  from  making  any  precipitate  allusion  to 
the  motive  of  her  visit.  Their  reserve  seemed  ne- 
cessary ;  for,  hy  the  agitation  which  shook  the  shat- 
tered frame  of  one  who  appeared  aB  much  sioking 
with  grief  as  infirmity,  it  was  too  apparent  that  the 
unknown  lady  needed  a  little  tiltae  to  collect  her  en- 
ergies, and  to  arrange  her  thoughts. 

She  wept  long  and  bitterly,  as  though  alone ;  nor 
drd  she  essay  to  speak  until  further  silence  would 
have  become  suspicious.  Then,*  drying  her  eyes,  and 
with  cheeks  on  which  a  bright,  hectic  spot  was  seated, 
her  voice  w|is  heard  for  the  first  time  by  her  won- 
dering hosts. 

"  You  may  deem  this  visit  an  intrusion,"  she  said; 
"  but  one,  whose  will  is  my  law,  would  be  brought 
hither." 

"Wherefore?"  asked  the  officer,  with  mildness, 
observing  that  her  voice  was  already  choaked. 

"  To  die !"  was  the  whispered,  husky'answer. 

A  conwnon  start  manifested  the  surprise  of  her  au- 
ditors ;  and  then  the  gentleman  arose,  and  approach- 
ing the  litter,  he  gently  drew  aside  a  curtain,  exposing 
its  hitherto  unseen  tenant  to  th^  exannnation  of  all 
in  the  room.  There  was  understanding  in  the  look 
tbtit  met  hi$  gaie,  though  death  was  but  too  plainly 
stamped  on  the  pallid  lineaments  of'  tbe  wounded 
man.  His  eye  alone  seemed  still  to  belong  to  earth; 
for,  while  all  around  it  appeared  already  to  be  sunk 
into  the  helplessness  of  the  last  stage  of  human  de- 
bility, that  was  still  bright^  intelligent,  and  glowing — 
it  might  almost  have  been  described  as  glaring. 

"Is  there  aught  in  which  we  can  contribute  to 
your  comfort,  or  to  your  wishes?"  asked  Captain  de 
}L?tcey,  eifter  a  long^nd  solemn  pause,  during  which 
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all  around  the  litter  had  moumfollj  contemplated  the 
sad  spectacle  of  sinking  mortality. 

The  smile  of  the  dying  man  was  ghastly,  though 
tenderness  and  sorrow  were  singularly  and  fearfully 
combined  in  its  expression.  He  answered  not ;  but 
his  eyes  had  wandered  from  face  to  face^  until  they 
became  riveted,  by  a  species  of  charm,  on  the  coun- 
tenance of  the  oldest  of  the  two  females.  His  gaze 
was  met  by  a  look  as  settled  as  his  own ;  and  so  evi- 
dent was  the  powerful  sympathy  which  existed  be- 
tween the  two,  that  it  could  not  escape  the  observ- 
ation of  the  spectators. 

"  Mother !''  said  the  officer,  with  affectionate  con- 
cern ;  "  my  mother !  what  troubles  you  ?" 

**  Henry — Gertrude,"  answered  the  venerable  pat- 
rent,  extending  her  arms  to  her  offspring,  as  if  she 
asked  support ;  "  my  children,  your  doors  have  been 
opened  to  one  who  has  a  claim  to  enter  them.  Oh! 
it  is  in  these  terrible  moments,  when  passion  is  asleep 
and  our  weakness  is  most  apparent,  in  these  mo- 
ments of  debility  and  disease,  that  nature  so  strongly 
manifests  (Is  impression!  I  see  it  all  in  that  fading 
countenance,  in  those  sunken  features,  where  so  little 
is  left  but  the  last  lingering  look  of  family  and  kin- 
dred !" 

"  Kindred  !''  exclaimed  Captain  de  Lacey  :  "  Of 
what  affinity  is  our  guest  ?" 

"A  brother!"  answered  the  lady,  dropping  her 
head  on  her  bosom,  as  though  she  had  proclaimed  a 
degree  of  consanguinity  which  gave  pain  no  less  than 
pleasure. 

The  stranger,  too  much  overcome  himself  to  speak, 
made  a  joyful  gesture  of  assent,  but  never  averted  a 
gaze  that  seemed  destined  to  maintain  its  direction 
so  long  as  life  should  lend  it  intelligence. 

"A  brother!"  repeated  her  son,  in  unfeigned  as- 
tonishment. "  I  knew  you  had  a  brother;  but  1  had 
thought  him  dead  a  boy." 
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"  ^Twas  so  1  long  believed,  myself;  though  fright- 
ful glimpses  of  the  contrary  have  often  beset  me;  but 
now  the  truth  is  too  plain,  in  that  fading  visage  and 
those  fallen  features,  to  be  misunderstood.  Poverty 
and  misfortune  divided  us,  1  suppose  we  thought 
each  other  dead." 

Another  feeble  gesture  proclaimed  the  assent  of 
the  wounded  man. 

"  There  is  no  further  mystery.  Henry,  the  stran- 
ger is  thy  uncle — my  brother — once  my^ pupil !" 

"1  could  wish  to  see  him  under  happier  circum- 
stances," returned  the  officer,  with  a  seaman's  frank- 
ness ;  "  but,  as  a  kinsman,  he  is  welconie.  Poverty, 
at  least,  shall  no  longer  divide  you." 

"  Look,  Henry — Gertrude  !"  added  the  mother, 
veiling  her  own  eyes  as  she  spoke,  "  that  face  is  no 
fctranger  to  you.  See  ye  not  the  sad  ruins  of  one  ye 
both  fear  and  love  ?" 

Wonder  kept  her  children  mute,  though  both  looked 
until  sight  became  confused,  so  long  and  intense  was 
their  examination.  Then  a  hollow  sound,  which 
came  from  the  chest  of  the  stranger,  caused  them 
both  to  start ;  and,  as  his  low,  but  distinct  enuncia- 
tion rose  on  their  ears,  doubt  and  perplexity  vanished. 

"  Wilder,"  he  said,  with  an  effort  in  which  his 
utmost  strength  appeared  exerted,  "  I  have  come  to 
ask  the  last  office  at  your  hands." 

"Captain  Heide^er!"  exclaimed  the  officer. 

"  The  Red  Rover !"  murmured  the  younger  Mi's 
de  Lacey,  involuntarily  recoiling  a  pace  from  the  lit- 
ter, in  alarm. 

"The  Red  Rover!"  repeated  her  son,  pressing 
nigher  with  ungovernable  curiosity. 

"Laid  by  the  heels  at  last!"  bluntly  observed  Fid, 
stumping  up  towards  the  groupe,  without  relinquish- 
ing the  tongs,  which  he  had  kejpt  in  constant  use,  as 
n  apology  for  remaining  in  the  presence. 

"  I  had  long  hid  my  repentance,  and  my  shame, 
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togeiher,^^  continued  tbcr  dying  nnan,  vfhen  tl^  mo- 
mentary surprise  had  a  little  abated  v"  but  thia  war 
drew  me  from  my  concealment.  Our  country  needed 
us  both,  and  6otb  has  she  had  !  You  have  sefved  as 
one  who  never  ofiended  might  serve ;  but  a  cause  so 
holy  was  no^  to  be  tarnished  by  a  name  like  miae. 
May  the. little  I  have  done  for  good  beTeniembered 
when  the  world  speaks  of  the  evil  of  my  bands !  Sis  | 
ter — mother — pai^on  !" 

"  May  that  God,  who  forms  his  creatures  with  suchi 
fearful  natures,  Ipok  mercifully  on  all  oifr  weakness 
es  1"  exclaimed  the  weeping  Mj^s  de  lyacey,  bowing 
to  her  knees,  and  lifting  her  hands  and  eyes,  to  heart] 
ven.     "O  brother,  brother !  vou  have  been,  trained] 
in  the  holy  mystery  of  your  redemption,,  and  need 
not  now  be  told  on  what  Rock  to  place  jour  hopes] 
of  pardon !" 

"  Had  I  never  forgotten  those  precepts,  my  name, 
would  still  be  known  with  honour*  But,  Wilder  PM 
he  added  with  startling  energy,  **  Wilder !— " 

All  eyes  were  bent  e^efly  Qn  the  speaker.     His 
hand  was  holding  a  roll  on  which  he  had  been  re- 

Eosing,  as  on  a  pillow.  With  a  supernatural  e3brt, 
is  form  arose  on  the  litter  v  and,  with  both  ha4id3 
elevated  above  his  hea4  he  let  fs^ll  before  him  that 
blazonry  of  intermingled  stripes,  with  its  blue  field 
of  rising  starS,  a  glow  of  high  exultation  illuTnining 
each  feature  of  his  face,  as  in  his  former  day  of  pride. 
"Wilder!"  he  repeated*,  laughing  hysterically,  '*\ve 
have  triumphed  !" — Then  he  fell  backward,  withofut 
motion,  the  exulting  lineaments  settling  in  the  gloom 
of  death,  as  shadows  obscure  the  smiling  brightness 
of  the  sun,' 
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